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^ lilFE OF 

JAMES FISK, JR 



CHAPTER L 

CSILBHOOO AKB SCHOOL-SATS — HIS XABLT HOXB—A TIB- 
KO:ErT PKDSLEB— HIS TIIIST SBNiinOH. 

JaBi6B Fisky Jr., Iras bom in Ftownali ne«r fli0 bistoiie 
town of Bennington, in the sonihweiteni pari of Yermonii 
April Ist, 1885. Atthotkneofhiabirfhhiafiaherpeddled 
from this point as a centre, visiting the adjacent coontijr 
in all directiona "with one of those carts vhioh wese mnoh 
more freqnent before the reTdntions caused by railroads 
than they now are, IMng a small Taiiety store iq^ idieels, 
an4 caziying nearly qverytbing that a rand comimmilgr ordi- 
narily puchasedfirom a nlk dress ton jewsharp. Wiiilathd 
son was still a sihidl child the fiither moved across to the 
east side of the Green Mountains, and established the ba^e 
of his operations at Brattleborp, in the southeastern corhar 
of the &tate> on the Ckumecticttt Biver. Itwaiharainom 
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of the loTeliest spots in the *^ Switzerland of America," in 
the heart of the Green Monntyins, in the midst of scenery 
generally supposed to foster and develop some of the finest 
traits of characti^ ft^t "^f^ |iie|chiI^ood and youth of 
the man whose career is- the greatest wonder as well as 
one of the most idgniflcant commentaries gf t]ie jimes. 
HeiH^^^e lil^'i^^^dicir'^ school) h^rek^ed all bf the 
very limited education he could be induced to take in ; 
here still live m^sS-sd the^fdfflds.and jcompanions of his 
young days, who have watched his career with the greatest 
wonder and amazement and now talk of it with 'deepest 
interest ; from here h^ has take^ not a few of the play- 
fellows and acquaintance^ of bis e^xly life to fill pl^c^apf 
yarioixs kin<}^ ;0^ai ka:^^ «p9^ bee^i ivf h^ disposal ; here 
he grew up to manhood, was married, and first entered 
iatoilifisiiMissrcott his own ee^Unt ; and herr he ^tSi'tda- 
jft$^^^vb,'4h^^i^et^^ way, ih:ou^ on a istnaHer 
litag^ 1}ie iNMke st^kkg traits wMeh make Mm'so cbn- 
sg^touoiiB ^^tm, f^^ziiSblted abilities so marked' as to fead 
t4 hii^ being ^sftUed to othei^ and la^er spheres of ndiicm; '*^ 
•4Biio«il(i fhA «^b&f the Eer^^ Souse at !BrattI4li6t*o aitA 
9ab«Mlly *raiiai?ir <o the Bff&tM^Wk, **i l)eHeve iMs y ^e 
tinm tiMit'lM^«&e twor oi^ Wing p^odii^^ 3im l%lk P^ 
he x$Sk 4uiisw^ you> ^* Tes, this" is &6 %ery house' whe^ hie 
msedto^v^v fiis &ther "buHt ii and «o%ietime8 used-'to 
:Ai& il ^Ha6^ when ft satisistctory tenant couM not^ be 
Ibmid. Jiia hiinsdf lised to wait on table in that ^6m 
light 4a &eTO|^ pointing W« room %esid6f ttKO* office, thw 
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j^sed aa the general room for reading, writing, private 
conversation, etc. You will at once perceive that you have 
touche4 ^J^on a subject in which your interlocutor takes 
much interest, if not pride, and about which he delights 
to talk* He will lead the way to the room previously des- 
ig^ted aa ihe scene of Jim's first services* to the public in 
the capacity of gor^^fh the character in which he vented 
his first puns and ^/^ (PespritSf thereby rendering himself 
no Ismail favorite with the guests. Your attention will 
h&ve be .caHed to one of t}^ walls of the room^ now beooone 
^ " Neptui^ian wall " or a kind of " Poets' Corner," being 
net apart for a collection of memorials and scmvenirs of 
lis hero, consisting of the cartoons and caricatures which 
bave appeared from time to time illustrative of the various 
^iaodes of his career — ^ihe wbole forming a not uninter- 
efstax^ epie^ told in rougli l^^ndazy aft of t^ pre>Eaph- 
aalite type afid making a quite uniqjoe adornment But 
t)^M?e is (me piece in the colleetion, one chapter in the stoiy 
t^ns tpl4^ 4Jiia(t irou]4 now; undoubtedly bave for the world 
si large a much gi^eater iat^rcist than all the »^st. It is 
the smallest and oldest of ^ coUection« It is of Mr. 
Kiel's own d^sign and wa? ozecuted at his own <»der and 
expense while as yet be bad no dreams of the life that 
awaited bim beyond the bills or of tiie peculiar ^^est 
that would one d&y flow back &om him and bover 
ajound this esxliest embodiment of his artistic and $e^he- 
tic sense. It is one of the original business cards with 
viuoh he brought himself to the notice of the public ia 
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his grand peddling enieipiise. The frontispiece cat is • 
&c^simile. 

It is only qnite recently that this house ceased to be the 
home of the family, they having^ always retained rootns 
here and made it their headquarters erer since it was bnilt 
by the senior Fisk. But they are all gone from it now, 
the settlement of the two children elsewhere having broken 
np th& family nucleus, leaving only its traditions to cluster 
about the homestead. The father was for a time con- 
cerned in some pf the speculatire schemes of the son, but 
ill health and the increasing weight of years having in« 
capacitated him for the cares of business, he now Hvea 
a life of retired leisure upon the competence which he- 
amassed during his many years of business. Mr. Fisk'sr 
own mother died when he wits a small diild. Hisr 
&ther soon married a second wife, a Brattleboro lady 
who was always much esteemed in the village whero 
all her life has passed. His half sister was a very 
pretty imd i^eadiag yoimg lady, much liked and highly 
regarded by all who knew her down to the hour she 
was married and left her native village. 

The old residents of the place, the eye-witnesses of hia 
childheod's days as they flawed quietly away, who cao 
still vividly recall his boyhood, speak of James as having^ 
always been a pleasant, kind-hearted boy, with no bad 
traits, a general favorite, always wide-awake and lively, 
boiling over with animal spirits and fun, ^' rather rattle-- 
headed and always full of his traps,'' always on hand and 
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ON THE PEDDLEH^fi CABT. 7 

conspicuoT^ if anjtbing was going on, and bo well known 
for being quick-witted and eharp at repartee, that his 
advent in any circle was ever a signM for getting the 
laughing apparatus ready for use. 

Having no inclination to books or school, but being im- 
patiei^t to enter the arena of active life and commence his 
battle with the world, he began while yet a boy to accom- 
pany his father in his peddling trips. This life had a great 
ckarm for him then, suiting his disposition and inclination 
•exactly, and he at once displayed such a natural aptitude 
for it that his father soon consented to let him have a cart 
hj himself and make trips alone over some of their routes. 
A very few of these trips sufficed to show the son the 
l)etter peddler of the two. By this division of their labor, 
acting upon separate lines, thQ amoimt of their sales was 
^eatly increased, and it was not long before the father 
^ve the son an interest in the budness. He then imme- 
diately b^gan to manifest the traits which have been so 
striking throughout his career and make him so conspicuous 
at the present time The carts were more gaudily painted, 
inore spirited horses were driven and more showy harnesses 
were used. But the<;onservative nature and old-fashioned 
notions of the father repressed these indinalions and 
greatly hampered their full play. It was not long before 
their ideas as to the proper manner of conducting their 
business were radically different and inharmonious. The 
«on favored great innovations and an extension of their 
operations, while the father was naturally contented with 
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things as they ware and regarded the gchemes of J'antes 
as bojisli, wild and all nonsense. Dissatisfied with this 
state of things and impatient of the restraint which his 
father exercised over his burning amotion and projects, 
James^ Jr., as the easiest remedj for all his difficulties and 
as the best and most effective way of settling all their dif- 
ferences, boldly proposed to buy out his father's interest 
in the business, boss it himself wiih undivided atcthority 
and conduct it wholly in accordance with his own ideas. 
Satisfactory terms were offered, a bargain was struck on 
the spot, Hsk senior came down irom the cart as a p$urt-r 
ner and remounted it as his son*s hired man at a very 
liberal salary. Instantly the whole appearance and or- 
ganization of things was changed as if by magic. The 
sole proprietor now determined to extend his opierations, 
employ several men and send them out with carts as 
branches of his establishment, and reduce the business 
to a regular organized system. Two new four-horse 
caxts, the most elegant that could be procured, one for 
himself and the other for his father, replaced those they 
had been using. Eight horses, the most showy and 
spirited that could be obtained in the region famed for 
the finest "Blackhawks" and "Morgans,'^ were secured 
fi>r them ; and harnesses of the finest material with the 
most elegant and glittering ntountings were made to 
order to be in keeping and complete the turnout. The 
carts used by his subordinates, though of course much 
smaller and less pretending than these two grand estab- 
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lisEoMMiSi w«Qre jet aj^L after tke same neat s^ylp, much 
«aore el^ant ihan those ordinarily used by peddlers and 
suck as to giT« a pro|^er reflectiQiL of tke grandeur of 
the zesplendeiiLt tceatral- prb. 

Wlien everythixig waa ^eady for the first campaign 
under the new rStgw^ and all w^e drfkwn up together 
vejddj to ^tart ai the word of command, the ^uiet 
. viUipgezs of Brattleboro, — those who had ever been 
the playmates of the youthful commander, or given 
him a blpody npse in boyhood's battles; those who had 
sat round the hd^el fire with him many a winter 
evening whittling sticks and getting off gibes ; his first 
litde snub^ao^ed loves with whom he had sat on the 
front seat in the little schoplhouse and played puzzles 
with one eye on the teacher and to whom he had written 
and slyly passed along mai^y such communications as, 
**Sal du me tiiis er sum, look out not t&r let ole specs 
kech yew duin it ur he wil swot my ers J, F, Jr, p s 1 luv 
yew an ma i go hum with yew arfter skopl ter nite ; " those 
who had always spelt him down to the foot of his class on 
^uch words as peddler, cart, honor, modesty, shame, and 
judge, which he always spelt pedlur, kart, onur, mudesty, 
liham and jug ; those who had seen him tumble down and 
bun^ his nose in his first B&xtta to stand alone and walk ; 
flie young and the old — ^all crowded round in their garb of 
in^ny cnts and colors, w^ eyes and mouth agape in min- 
gled admiration and amazement and feeling not a little 
pride that the very neatest thing they had ever seen before. 
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even in the grand piocessron of Don Bice's ciTCns entering 
the Tillage with the great brass hand in a gorgeous chariot 
at the head, Tras now so completely eelipsed hj their own 
modest little town. When the ejes of his feHow towns-* 
people had gloated and been dazzled bj a minnte inspec- 
tion of every detail and he had drank sufficiently deep 
of the glory of the occasion, the great lien of the hour 
mounted his grand cart, drew up the reins orer his four - - 
nervous steeds, brought a graceful flourish of his long whip 
to an end in a loud snap and dashed out of tiie village of 
quaint beauty followed by his glittering retinue. James 
Fisk, Jr., had created the first of his long series of grand 
sensations. How vast have been the contributions levied 
from many fields to feed the ever-growing flame lighted by 
that early scene in his village home, the world knows but 
too well ; but in all the many grand tableaux of which he 
has been the central figure — whether as admiral, resplen- 
dent in gold lace ; as colonel, the centre of a sunset pageant 
at Long Branch, or astride his mettlesome charger leading 
his regiment of braves up Broadway ; or as impressario in 
his private box or standing at the head of the grand en- 
trance staircase in his marble palace as the throng flow in 
and out on successful nights in his theatre, the largest and 
most brilliantly gilded in America — ^it is doubtfol if he has 
over tingled in every tiniest nerw/ with such a keen relish 
of gratified pride and self-importc4ace as on that bright 
morning when those whom he had always known gather^ 
ed around him in their homely attire — ^perhaps the mosi 
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respectable, hcmest and wottbj company he has ever 
4ratm together. Hie keen and delidous edge of the Sxet 
enjoyment was more than sufficient to counterbalance th^ 
grander proportions of each succeeding repetition, and, 
moreover, tbere was a genuineness and sincerity in that 
first dmnonstration, while a mawkish curiosity and a smile 
of contempt have been the chief ingredients in all its suc- 
'Oesdors, and no one knows better than Mr. Fisk how to 
appreciate this difference, notwithstanding that in the 
absence of the genuine he glories in the spurious. 

When the pageant had passed away and the gathering 
liad scattered to their work and to talk over the great 
«Yent, not a few of jthe staid old rustic spirits shook their 
heads dubiously, sagely predicting a disastrous end to 
auch extravagance and giddiness, and slept the more 
4BOundly that night &om the consciousness that they were ^ 
xurt the young man's creditors, nor had their names on the 
back of any of his I U's. But the subjects of these 
gloomy forebodings and misgivings saw not the clear 
vision and perfect confidence of the guiding spirit, which 
is the main element in every enteiprise, nor foresaw the 
favorable consequence of conducting the business with ad- 
aoirable organization and system. 

Mr. Fisk gave to each of his subordinates explicit di- 
rections as to the road to be followed for a week, and the 
route for each was laid out so that they would all come 
together and meet their commander evexy Saturday after- 
noon. Each then gave an account of his stewardship for 
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tile week, and inade known liis wants in the w«^ t /* ne# 
stoek, etc. Some large town on the railroad, tb wbioli 
new goods could be ordered in advatide to meet them from 
market, was always selected for tke weekly rendezvous^ 
. The time from Satisrday to Monday was doYoted to bal- 
ancing atieounts, refurnishing supplies, mapping out the 
courses and giting directions for the ensuing week. The 
smaller carts were sent out as skittnishers on either side to 
irisit i^e more secluded regions and smaller villages, the 
main lines of travel and larger towns being reserved for 
the visitations of the two larger and more imposing es- 
tablishments. The amount of business done and tl'.o ao- 
coulit sales for each week under tiiis i^flan of operations 
Were many times aslai^ as those of an ordinary country 
merchant. Indeed, many of the latter class of tradesmen 
bought m^eh of their stock cfi Mr. Fisk instead of going 
or sending to market theniselves, so that he was in reality, 
and to no small extent, what his card announced — a 
"jobber " in the trade. 

When on the road in these teips he always drove in a 
dashing style at the rate of ten miles an hour and nev^ 
failed to attract everybody's attention. Men working in 
the field rested from their toil to watch him as he passed ; 
the inmates of every house ran to^the windows to catch a 
sight of the grand turnout and held up their babies to 
look and cease crying. As he came flying into a village 
and drew up at a store or tavern, all the children gathered 
round at once to gaze in tbdmiration— revery boy^xest^vii^ 
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tiratwhen he .gv^i^ up to be 4siaii he we^ hMQ Juit 
OHeh d eatt and go ]ieddling, every gitl :feeling sad tt the 
missfartano which shut her out from all the plea^fure of the 
same ambitioti and resolve and left h^ only the cold eoia- 
fort of vowing U ehonld be a n&dn T{ho -lod^Eed and did 
just lii:e that the w6iild have for ber hUBbtind. Cbtintiy 
-lames peered oi^ly through the shiittei^ or fr^eii beMM 
tin eartaiQSr wondering if he wonld eall at theii^ bott^, 
their iniiodent hearts rising to the month imd failing 
bade again with th# ildtematioim of inciteaisiiig prespeet 
ox' parting hc^. . The women adiiiired, 'tisiett envied 
imd were deferential, and he^ in trim was gnieiotts 
aad afl^ble^ always jocose, scattering pennies etnd ^ahdy 
sanomg the dhildren,. bewitefaing smilc^s Among the fii^e^l- 
flibcteens, and ooastbniation among their manmMiid; In a 
word, he was a great gungei^rally-^the biggest g^ti eVet 
seext in the towns he visited. And now that he is so fa- 
mous and his early earee:^ is known tb Ihousands by 
hyi*8ay quite as well as by those who witnessed it, it is 
Surprising how many there are in every town l^ithiii a 
hundred mikw^of whic^ he ever travelled in those days 
who have a most "^ivid remembrance and give the tnost 
mi&ute deeorip4k)n of just how he looked and the appear- 
ance and sensation he used to make trhen he drote by on 
iitms road) the^h- he never^ set foot in the town. 

It is the fashion wil^ cei^tain journalists to refer to this 
pexiod <^ Mr^ Fisk^s Hfer in a siieerhi|^ tone, .ait though it 
lHq^tfia^^ikgrae4 6i^mcfe^ ind fo indid^ fita^ ffin^ 
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about ** peddliog shirt buttons," eta Tha sneer is a meaa 
and ux^warranted one, and destroys the force of whatever 
is said in connection with it by disclosing an unworthy 
animus and a disinclination to *' giro eyen the deyil his 
due." There may have been some dealings on a petty 
scale in his business at this time, as there are in the deal- 
ings of nearly e^ery tradesman in the world, not except- 
ing those ^hose palatial «tor6s cover acres of ground, «ii- 
ploy armies of derks, and constitute an object af pride to 
«the largest city on the continent, as being without an 
equal in the world. There is mord petty dealing in tiie 
business of nineteen out of every twenty tradesmen in 
the world than there was in Mr. Fisk's peddling business 
so the fling cast at him applies with greater force to them 
and should be used only when it is intended to express 
contempt for all tradesmen as a class— a thing which the 
said journalists would not dare to do. The influence of 
such a training upon the mental, moral and social traits is 
undoubt^y very different &om that exerted by a coUep^ 
course and the liberal professions ; but if this be a fs^lt 
or just cause for a sneer, it applies to {he vast majority of 
men— ^including many great journalists as well ; and cer- 
tain it is that if all the little afiairs in the past private 
Ufe of certain exceedingly snobbish ** renegade English- 
men," who seem to- take most delight in &ese flings, and 
tiiink there is great force and virtue in them, were laid 
heae to the public they would be much more obnoxious . 
to sneers and have much greater cause fbr mortiftnatinn 
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than has Ur. Fisk for anything in his Brattleboro record. 
There is no other period of his career so free from taint, 
80 much to his credit. He droTe the best bargain he 
could, as do all tradesmen, for that is their business ; but 
no char^ of unfair dealing was ever made against him 
at this time. It is but fair to accept the opinion enter- 
tained of a man by those with whom he has lived and 
dealt and Who know him most intimately ; and when Mr. 
Fittk left Brattleboro no damaging reputation or gossip 
attached to his name but he left behind him a good 
record in all his relations to life and society. It is as un- 
just as it is unnecessaxy to fling mud upon such a record 
lor anything that has since happened. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OHAFTEB It 

TKx Bostov DSTGooBs c£BBS— <rHs ^TOoogmn oosnuLomr 
^■"ADMramt to warn Foal w joB]uir,.aujLSs «> q^-tA Mt^ 

The drygoods used by Mir. Fisk in Ms bufioness tA' 
Bratfleboro were parohased of the joung Boston house 
of Jordan, Marsh & Co. This firm was not imly im- . 
pressed by the frequent lai^ bills of goods which their 
young customer £rom Yermont purchased but was also 
struck by his general bearing and manner of doing busi- 
ness. Detecting in him abilities worthy of a hi^er amd 
larger sphere of action, and perhaps spurred on by the more 
self-interested desire to secure the abilities of such a 
stirring man in their firm, they suggested his aban- 
doning peddling and entering their establishment as a 
salesman. There was much about his peddling business 
that was very congenial to such a nature as his and he 
liked it not a little. There was constant change, variety 
and moderate excitement in the life, constant opportunity - 
for indulging his inclination to sport and jokes ; he i^ai^ 
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hi^ 9W^ i^ipL^twv, 'rti^^y i^depende[ut; an4, fboiijt *li he 
ivas Tj^ry Q()^iGH9us, tl^ cyaosure pf oil ©jes, the^epatre 
of ail «d9^ <)oi)s^^ ^6n|^atioji7-;|ii alimenf ixxdi^pe^- 
sable to 1)^ ^Q^ntoft^t ^\it his style of living a^d 
oonduc^i;^ hi9 bm^nflff xra§ e^avagaat for such q, ixo,^. 
He b^ted mid wod14 J^t pr8<;ti«e tixat rigid ecoiKmj 
which, fdoj^ ^V^^ ^ni^fke^ it a f^iyiBg eBterpijsa. Qis 
expends wore so great that the promise of pecmiiary 
fiocoe;^ waif xu>t good. ]f pr jl^ reason, as well as for the 
Uttrisctioji^ the^ nati^aU; woiiLd be for a iiaan of his 
tempemiujQnt in pa^saifi^ &om a peddler's cart to a vQiy 
large wholesale hoi^e, ai^^ from s^ home i^ the oountiy 
to life in a great c^, tb^ prop^sijbj#i| of the Bpaton firm 
was at pnce accepted- Wilh. thai^ f>^mptitude whioh is 
oae of hif iip^ost xaa^d ^tsj h^ woui^d up his husiness 
at BrattlehqrQ immediateljr a^ entered the house of 
Jordan, Mftrah & Co. on a sal^j^j^ 

The iQe2;9r^le lawa of his nature here exhibited them* 
aelyes T^zy ptx^ijigly at once, ai^d in a lo^uoL^er as unex- 
pecte;d to. himself as to hjb amploj^^. Th^ salesman 
^eempd entirely out of his element. The you:B^ man's 
energy schemed to h^ye suddenly collapfsed. " Drum- 
ming " qi^stomers ifa^ a w<N:k he instinctively recoiled 
from ^;BJ^ qpujld not 4o- ^Ebdiibiting goods and talking 
a nian i^ ^ pi^hase suited him no bette^. It had an 
air of pet^ess, suryj^de. aud dependence that grated 
harshly upon evidry ^hre of his i^irit There was no 
Mat or. dash about it It w^ a &11 from the position he 
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had enjoyed in the country, where people came to hitt 
and wanted to buy, where he bossed and gare orders and 
managed things with a great flourish, and was looked up 
to by all as being a grand o&h. Now^he was insig- 
nificant, swallowed up in a great establishment with 
many gradations of derks, where he was bossed and had 
to take orders. Ho felt the change. LeaTing* the coun- 
try for the ciiy seemed to have been a great mistake. 
The prince of country peddlers had been spoiled to make 
a f ery poor ciiy salesman. In short, his first six months 
in Boston were a complete failure and at the end of tiiat 
time the firm advised him to return to his peddling bus- 
iness as being that for which he was best adapted, and 
in which he would meet with most success. But here 
another marked trait of his character and nature asserted 
itself and appeared in bold reliefl He is not a man to 
acknowledge failure in anything he xmdertakes. His is 
one of those spirild that much prefer to fight on im- 
daunted against every obstacle rather than brook such a 
thought as returning to whdt has once been laid aside to 
go up higher. In this first trying circumstance of his 
life he acted from that impulse and instinct within him 
which has over been his trusted and unquestioned guide, 
the one light by which his steps have been directed 
through all his remarkable career. To the suggestion 
of the firm he replied ''Give me a feir chance, Mr. 
Jordan. Don't be dtscoun^;ed too quick. Try me m 
months more. If you are dissatisfied at the end of that 
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time, I shall be glad to quit. Pm not particular about 
any salary. I'm willing to accept a commission on my 
sales for my pay. Only let me haye a flair chance.^' 
There was something in his manner that inspired hope 
and confidence and his requ^t was readily granted. 
He had not the slightest tangible reason except the 
▼ague but potent something within, like Shendan^s '* It's 
in me and it shcUl come out ! " f<^ indulging such hope 
and cherishing such £uth. He had ^ not the remotest 
definite idea how his salvation was to be wrought oui 
His hour came, however^ and then he speedily justified 
his wisdom in following impulse. 

The war broke oui He saw in a flash that this was 
his opportunity and he instantly embraced it The gov- 
ernment must have large supplies of woolen and cotton 
£Eibrics and there were large and vexy profitable contracts 
to be given to somebody. This was enough for him to 
know. Hero was attractive game, a ibeman worthy of his 
steoL The spirit that chafed at being an inconspicuous 
salesman and felt humbled and ashamed to go about 
''drumming" small purchasers, here saw something the 
management and securing of which would make him a 
man of some importance both with his firm and with 
those whom he had to approach. It required abilities, 
tact, liberal ideas, was on a scale sulHciently grand to 
gratify vanity, the profits sure to be derived were im- 
mense, and when once secured he would only have to 
give orders and directions and not attead personally to 
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Binall a£Sftirs of detail. For tibese prizes Mr. Ilsk was^oiie 
of tke earliest, most active and .most successful contes- 
tants. He foresaw all, sceoited his trail, and set about 
accomplishing his design before anything of the kind had 
occured to the firm. He soon secured several large con- 
tracts for his house and th^ speedily changed their opin- 
ion as to tbs advisability of his returning to pe^ling^ 
The man's peculiar g^us 

•« i i(f^ xrsys that are dark. 

And for tricks that are vam/^ 

came into full pMy ^nA i^one in all its brilliancy ik 
securing the first contract It is said Ihat a Boston lady, 
through the influence of one of the Massachusetts S^ia- 
tors, had obtained a terge contract for supplying under- 
elo^hing for the ar^my aM had already disposed of a 
por&n of the eoiitract to a prominent Boston house. Mr. 
Eisk at once set to wotk to secure a gra^ful introduction 
to this lady of much consequence, sueceeded, and ingra- 
tiated himself with her so speedily that he induced her to 
annul the feub-contrstbt tshe had already given out and 
award it to his rival firm instead, dther contracts sooii 
followed from the same source and the profife ao^uhcig to 
Jordan, Marsh & Co. therefrom were immense. 

This stroke, though brilliant and successful, wsis soon 
quite eclipsed by another. The firm had quite a lai^e 
quantity of blankets that had been on their hands for a 
long time and which were now stowed away in one of the 
lofte andregarded-as dea4 stock.^ An idea siaruok James 
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one day. He went immediately to tlie hedd of the finri 
and simply said "Mr. Jordan, I'm going to sell those 
blanlvots up in tTie loft." Nothing more explicit in re- 
gard to his designs or the idea he had conceived conld b* 
got out of him ; but it had now begun to bo felt that 
-wjien James said he was going to do anything he would 
do it, and so, with a smile that was a miitture of hotpe and 
incredulity, he was answered, "All tight! Ooi ahead 
and sell them for anything yoU can got" The next train 
for WashingtoTi carried James Fisk, Jr., among its pas- 
sengers. The next morning of course James Fisk,. Jr«, 
was registered at Willard's. Of course he had One of 
WiUard's best suites and lived in as free and sumptuous 
style as Willard's generous larder and capacious wine 
cellar permitted. It is of course that he did all this, for ha 
never had done, and by the laws of his nature never could 
do, anything on any other than^a grand scale, in the best 
style, in a manner sure to attract attention. Strange 
though it may seem, the doops of that suite of rooms wete 
not closed to quartermasters, congressmen, or any one ef 
position or influence among the powers that were< If 
any such came they Were admitted as readily and made 
as welcome as any one dise to iall the ho^ttalities. These 
was great x)opping of corks, the i^arkling goblets passed 
freely round, the landlord fOled the flowing bowl and 
kept it running over, ev^ybody enjoyed life, and 

** Jim Pihk i8 a jolly good fdlow " 
was nigh^ simg with ^eaf gusto by a company fii-fte 
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Qsnol hilarious mood in which that tone becomes a great 
favorite. . The host while overseeing evexy desire sup- 
plied, joined in the ** flow of soul," got off innumerable 
puns as if £ree £rom evexy caroi 

** And lie smiled as he sat by the table 
With a smile that was ohild-like and bland.'' 

At length, as one of those incidents in which conversation 
around the social bowl is ever fruitful, it casually leaked 
out that there was great need of blankets of a certain 
kind ibr the army. As a most fortunate coincidence, Mr. 
Fisk happened to have a hundred or two with him as 
samples of some he could furnish to supply the pressing 
want. He produced them for inspection with an air of 
much indifference and, as he did so, facetiously quoted 
Artemas Ward's famous pill-box label, '* For such people 
as like this kind of pills, these are just the pills they 
ought to .take.'' A joke and a laugh is said often to go 
much further than logic in swaying a jury., Whether 
jbcetiousness be equally potent with quartermasters is 
not so well settled, but there is in this case some further 
indication that Imman nature is ever the same under all 
circumstanoesr-whether in the jury box or under a 
quarteimaster-general's uniform. Happy result — all 
those old blankets stowed away in Jordan, Marsh & Co.'s 
loft were not only disposed of for three times as much as 
the firm would gladly have tajcen for them, but they 
also got a contract for a further supply of a million or 
more dollars in value, and their house must hl^t« xealixed 
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between two and tliree linndred thousand dollars as the 
result of this little pleasure trip to Washington. 

It will readily be surmised that Mr. FLsk was not a 
man that would be likely to orerlook the fact that he who 
coidd secure for his employers contracts from which the 
lai^r- portion of their profits was derived, contracts for 
which any number of houses stood ready to pay an 
immense sum, was a man of no small consequence to the 
firm and had some rights which they were bound to 
respect, nor was it at all unnatural under the circum- 
stances that he should feel it might be just as well for him 
to turn the opportunity to his own behoof. In short, soon 
after securing his earliest government contracts, the 
quondam country peddler boldly announced ,to the firm 
one morning -that he had a no less ambitious and presum- 
ing desire than that of being immediately admitted into 
the partnership. The members laughed. It was one of 
James's littie jokes, they thought, and was very good in 
its way. Of course it was too preposterous to be intended 
seriously, thought they. A joke ? Not a bit of it ! — un- 
less they made it so, and then it would be a joke the hu- 
morous side of which they would not at all relish. They 
speedily woke to a consciousness that James meant busi« 
ness. They found he held the balance of power, saw his 
opportuniiy, and had the disposition and nerve to make 
the most of it. lie had been shrewd enough to secure 
certain contracts in his own name instead of the name of 
the firm, consequently he oould dispose of them as he 
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plesLSjBd. If the9/ would not, there were ,otlier first clasa 
houses that would gladly give him a partnership for the 
cpntracta he could Becure fop whatever house he was with, 
80 thej could hftve their choice between taking him hot as a 
partner or seeing contracts worth hundreds of thousands 
of doUors carried o^ from their door to some, rival house. 
JTe did not care. It w.as only to oblige them, not hiijaselfi 
that he wished to beicome a member of thei^ firm. Bu^ 
irom hi^ ultiiAatum ihere was no escape. A<i0 Cwsar ^ui 
mUhis I A partner or quit ! The comic smile which the 
preposterous demand at first raised disappeared instanter. 
A little consultation was held in which nothing of the 
humorous entered, and soon the crisis was settled. A 
new name, James Fisk, Jr.^ was henceforth induded in 
t}i© elastic " Co," of Jordain, Marsh & Oo. 

The new sense of dignity, importance and power which 
naturally caiu^ with the consciousness of 1;>eing a partner 
in one of the lar^gest establishnients in New England, in 
no wise di^iinished the confidence, zeal aoid boldness of 
the new member. Large contracts continued to flow in 
to their house as the firuit of his tact and energy, and 
very soon the business of the firm showed various signs 
of the infusion of new blood into its veins. Mr. Fisk, 
never having studied Bowen's Political Economy, was 
ha|^y in the possession of a mind whoUy unclouded by 
apy befogged metaphysical abstraction^ about the beauty, 
^wplicity and great advantage to humanity, resulting 
&Dm the division of la^bor, ^d he therefore dearly sfiw 
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ttfti t>7 iminti&ctiirmg th^ir own g^oods, instead of bn^g 
l^em from Inannfactnrers and ag^ts, bis firm'' cotild add 
the manufacturer's ptofit to their own, and woxild ako in 
tliat wa^ b^ able to underscill lival bouses that bought 
inst^&d of ttatoufaptiiring tiieir goods, and thus largely 
increase the amount t)f th^ir saleii and profits. Accord- 
ingly be uigedlbis coiirse upon hfe firm. At first ii #aa 
looked upon skeptically, but was tried in a small way its 
an experiment The experiment was a grand snecessJ. 
The new member stuck a tie^ red feather in his bap and 
was in his glory. The fiirto no-fr bought several cotton 
and woolen mills, tuilt as many mord new ones, operated 
them at a profit that seemed almost fa^bulous in some 
cases, and thus for other himdreds of thotidands ol dol- 
lars were indebted to the originality and quick percep- 
tions of tho man whose name StUt related in the oblivion 
of the now impdrtaiit " Co.**. 

A single strokel at this period of his career disclosed 
iOl those ^tri&ing mental qualities whidi have conduced 
so greatly to his* later exploits — ^an intuitive perceptibn of 
tt whole situation almost instancy, an inmiediate resolve, 
a nerve and dar&g to do anylhing, and the greatest 
celerity Of addon. !Being in New York on one occasion, 
atfd snuftng afar off the first indications and knowledge 
that th6re was litely to be a great demand soon for a 
certain kind' of goods, and knowing or learning that 
there was^ btit one mill in the country where such goods 
i^re mahu&dtur^l he immediately telegraphed Ms firm 
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to sond ftn agent to Oajaville, Yi« to buj that xniD at anj 
price demanded, and at the same time he bought up all 
the goods of that kind to be had in the market. The iirm 
'had now learned to obey the laconic and eveii mjstesious 
directions of James as unhesitatinglj as Napoleon's- sub- 
ordinates obeyed his eyexy word. The ag^ent was sent as 
the telegram ordered and the coyeted mill -was purchased 
At a fairpnce. In less than an hour after the bargain waa 
closed, the former owner received a telegram from New 
York offering him $5,000 more tiian the price at which 
he had sold it. But it was too late« Fisk had been too 
quick for them. Jo^n, Marsh & Go. had an entire 
monopoly and controlled the market James Fisk, Jr., 
had got up his first " comer" and engineered it through 
to entire success. After running the mill some two 
years at an annual profit of upwards of $100,000, the 
Boston firm resold it to the former owner. 

Another project, and one which, in p<unt of ethics, the 
difficulties besetting it and the means by which it was to 
be accomplished, savored more strongly of the character of 
his later and well-known exploits, now suggested itsdf to 
the versatile drygoods man. Cotton was sdUing in New 
York and Boston at $1.70 to $1.80 the pound, and there 
was but very little to be had even at those figures. Yet 
within the Confederate lines cotton was abundant and 
was a dead we^ht which the owners were as. anxious to 
dispose of as the New England mills were to obtain, and 
that at figures almost as &r in one extreme as the rulin|^ 
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prices ontadde of the Confederacy were in {he other. 
Qaeiy in Mr. Fisk's mind — ^how could these two facts bo 
made to work together for good to those who loved the 
fortune lying between ? Two difficulties were in the way. 
To- most minds they would have seemed wholly insur- 
mountable ; but not so to the man to whom nothing seems 
impossible when only human beings are to be managed. 
All sentimental nonsense about there being a moral ele^ 
ment in the problem, the right and wfong^of giving aid 
and comfort to the enemies of his country, violating the 
laws of blockade, etc., Mr. Fisk dismissed at once in great 
contempt as worthy only of some brain-cracked lunatic, 
and immediately addressed himself to the practical ques- 
tions, how to get cotton through the lines without its 
being seized by the government authorities as contraband, 
and how the delkate and perilous business of buying and 
forwarding inside the Confederacy could be conducted. 
He paid a visit to Tennessee, the point, where the lines 
must be passed and the region wh^re cotton was plenty. 
The government superintendent of the railroads here hap* 
pened to be a man that he had formerly known in Boston. 
This was most fortunate. The tarry at Memphis was 
brief and he returned with a mind evidently at ease on 
one point. The hare could be cooked^ and in this case 
that was more difficult than to catdi it. Boring a timnel 
throng^ Hoosac Moimtain requires ten years or more, and 
many lives. The seemingly impassable barriers between 
twa hostile territories engaged in a life and death struggle 
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Mr. Fisk pierced in a day and night 450 as to let the go]4eii 
light shino through. The machine by which this unpar? 
alleled feat of tunnelling was accomplished has never, been 
patented—rperhops for the reason that no one but th^ in- 
ventor could evey use it, so a patent would be useless. Jts 
exact natuise is therefore wholly a matter of inference. 
The remaining branch of the problem was now taken np 
and in the solut^cm of thU there ^as di^layed a knowledge 
of humau nature aa keen and sagacious as that whieh is 
suppose^ to hav« carried Oenearal Grant through at th^ 
bead of o^r ^nuif^s bo tri^n^ph^ntly. -To buy cotton insiiid^ 
the rebel lines under Buch tickUsh •cjrcumstau^s required 
a .per>son of great tact and intuitive judgm,ent of men and 
circumstances, a^d for this duty a ^omaa «dimra)>l7 
adapted to the purpose was enpLjiioyed. To ooQeot and for- 
l^ard it when purchcsed was a work atill more thickly 
beset with difficulties ajid pitfalls at every sitep, to elud« 
ibe ^us|^pi0ns flying in fro&t and rear, run the gauntLet 
o^ wary sentittels and get the forbidden fruit sa&ly 
through to some market in the Noirth. A single false 
8lb^ might defoat the whole progoctyfiink all ihe oapitajl 
invested, and IutdItq the parson found thus engaged in no 
t^ht danger of his personal liberty for a term of years. 
To biacrie all <3kese risks and dangers and undertake ^these 
delicate dutiids, Mr. Fisk tiecured the services of his own 
iather. The TOKitnre is su^osed by those who pretend io 
know, tohiave been a v^ry profitable one pecuniarily. 
Ohm ^ the iMeat and ttmt inspiring f^eotaoles efer 
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yntn»8»ti in Bostoni mi one which thoae who witnessed 
it will never forget, was largely due to the originality and 
exertions of Mr. Fisk. The news of the battle of Antie- 
tarn, in September, 1862, reached Boston on Sunday 
znoming. When ihe fiabbath school bells rang on tlie 
bright lovely morning, all hearts were appalled by tidings 
that sent the death shadow into many a home and tol4 of 
thousands of brave men suffering the agonies of a bloody 
battle fidd. Mr. "Fisk and his partner, Mc* «)[ord^ oon« 
eeived the idea of having the churches suspend «!^rvices 
and devote themselves to the practical religion of rdieving 
the suffering of the men who had lallen for thenu The 
idea caught like ma^. The churches were closedy the 
citizens forgot self and put forth every ezertion to miti^ 
g^ate ihe suffering of the wounded and dying. Tremont 
Temjde was transformed into a d6p6t for the collection of 
hospital supplies. Delicate ladies worked all ihe day bng 
wi^Lthe devDtioa and enthusiasm peculiar to the sex in 
€he hovr of great trials and auffiering. lint^ bandages, 
and the necessities for buiding i^ the gaping wounds, 
^winnt «n4 ^1 ^® delioades thatoould mitigate the suffer- 
ings of the fallen in the hospital, poosed io &om every 
4ire^n, each household obntiibiding according to its 
means. It was a scene whii^h made it hard for any be- 
holder to repress the tears, and suddenly threw into bold 
relief all the noblest traits of humanity. By nig^itfall 
siany carloads of supplies were on their way to the field 
of suffsring. Mr. lUsk workfii in &ia as helloes laeveiT^ 
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thing, with ^R his might, snperintendiiig and directing; 
and when this (perhaps his noblest) day's w<»rk was done 
he'said, with an excusable pride and satisfaction, " There ! 
what will New York say of Boston now /** 

During these years and enterprises, Mr. Fisk was of 
course quite prominent after his peculiar fashion, always 
liring in the sumptuous, re^gardless-of-expento style, and it 
was at this period that he saw the best socieiy he ha^ oyer 
mingled with familiarly. Ilis contempt for the most car- 
dinal laws of decent social lifb had not then been openly 
manifested. lie maintained a respectable attitude to the 
relations deemed most sacred by all decent i)eople, and the 
doors of society of the middle class wore open to him and 
his family. When Oeneral McClellan visited Boston on his . 
toilr to New England soon after receiving the famous or- 
der to report at Baltimore, Mr. Fisk was quite conspicuous 
and active in doing the honors for Boston on that occasion, 
met tho distinguished visitor on quito familiar terms, and 
is said to have ingratiated himself not a litQo with the 
hero of the Chickahominy Swamps. 
^ The house of Jordan, Marsh & Co., already prQ{minent 
among tho Boston firms when Mr. Fisk entered it, had, 
during the four years of lib connection with it, rapidly 
grown to bo one of tho very foremost and probably now 
stood at tho head of the list in extent of business done and 
profits realized. They not only gathered tho same rich 
harvest in tho doubling, trebling, quadrupling or more, in 
iraluo of the large stocks of goods on hand, but they had 
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also aeeured in addition to their regular business many 
enormously profitable government contracts, and had en- 
gaged extensivelj in manufacturing at just the time when 
this was most remuneratiye and when a single mill brought 
a fine fortune annually. For many of the richest contribu- 
tions to this inmiense pool they were indebted directly and 
•olely to Mr. Fisk, and it is probable that his abilities had 
a greater influence than those of any other one man in tho 
firm, if not more than aU the rest united, in swelling the 
grand total oi wealth they had accumulated during these 
four CTentful years. However this may be, it was -not 
long before it became evident that, at the rate things were^ 
goin^ the firm of Jordan, Marsh & Co. would soon come 
to mean what the Erie Eailway has since come to mean 
and just what everything with which this spirit is connect- 
ed is sure soon to mean — James Fisk, Jr. A man of such 
strongly marked individuality cannot be long kept in a 
position of secondary authority and influence in anything 
he is connected with. His voice must be the potent one, 
his will the ruling force, or else there will be trouble at 
once. While the era of government contracts and large 
outside speculative enterprises continued, this was his spe- 
cial field, and while thus engaged]^ was necessarily away 
much of the time at a distance that lent enchantment and 
was not brought into such close personal contact with 
the other members of the firm daily as to make his pe- 
culiar propensities felt impl^asantly ; but as this era waned 
he was brought more constantly in personal contact with 
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Us partners. The very qualities wliich Iiad ma;cle him 
their most yalttafole man when government ce^tratHs #erd 
plenty, stocks rising, and a smile of prosperity rested over 
everything, were precise!^ the inost dtingerons owes to be 
influenced by now 'When business had become nnsetded 
and ha^ardons^ making it necessalry to take in much of the 
B^ &at had been spread before the fimMble aind reliable 
breeze and nt^age lOI affitirs with the Utmost icare ibftid 
taution. His bold, ^enthresbme, impulsive sprit now 
dashed at once witii thd cautak>u9 counsels of his partneri 
mM the man'^ individuality otid dominant traits were at 
^nc^ felt in tlieir fhll force. His native confldenee, sel^ 
assettSon and {Persistence in his own hnpubes and wi£^ 
were not lessened of course by the conscibusness of the lixt* 
J)6rtant p«trt h* had played in fee very iticcessfiil car*e(r of 
the firm. It became evident at once &at ei&et the meil 
%hose names aloiie appeared upon the sign bdards, must 
ehange plac^ rd importance with a single naxte cot)^:edtt|> 
under the *' Oo.,^ and they be forced to accept a back s^t 
while that riding spirit stood dhi^fly at tiie helm, or ^36 
that spirit rcthii be eicofCL^ed from tike con^rb entir^y. 
The latter was the alternative chosen and tins proved liot 
to be difficult of acco^]^lishmeni The firtn freely ad- 
mitted the great value Mr. Fisk's services had been tO the 
house and they were willing to deal generously with him 
if he wOuld now withdraw. He, on the other hnnd, con^ 
iSde^t of his own fertility of resources imder any circusti- 
Bt^ces, c&red not a rush about remaining in iSbe firm j^ro- 
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Tided he were paid what he deemed a fair sum to quit. 
Such being the spirit on either side, the question was 
easily settled and the man who had entered the establish- 
ment at one end as a salesman four years ago now made 
his exit at the other end as a partner, retinng'with what 
he would have considered a' princely fortune in his ped- 
dling days, and also carrying with him the satisfaction of 
knowing that ho had l>een the most important element in 
the unrlyaUe^ auccesa of a great firm during four moit 
inrentf 111 yeaz^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAPTEK ip. 

8T0NE — ^HISFOBTUKES THICXSir — ^A. TOBBTACrU!^ OV SXTUT--^ 
TUB GODDESS SSCILES AGAIN — THB APPBOPBIATB 8PHEBI AT 
LAST — ^A HILLIONAIBE. 

Hr. Fisk withdrew from the firm of Jordan, Marsh & 
Co. possessed of what would have been quite a comfort- 
able fortune to retire upon for a man having no heir 
apparent. But he was not one of the retiring kind. 
Activity and bustle as a man of afiairs are as neccessary 
to his contentment as is oxygen to his lungs. He 
immediately resolved to continue in the ^de and 
establish a business of his own that should rival that of 
{he house in which he had served such a brilliant appren- 
ticeship. In a surprisingly short time a large now sign 
bearing the name of James Eisk, Jr., appeared over the 
doors of a fine large store at the comer of Sumner and 
Chaimcey Streets — a conspicuous building in a conspicu- 
ous part of the city, within a stone's throw of the house 
from which he had just separated. To build up a dry- 
goods jobbing business by himself would not have been 
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ta:9Bsy.msAbeit,t lOB^iet any QicBixtnotaiiods, 021^* it-irat 
especiaHj difficult jttst ^.t that period. The ccoistaiiit and 
rapd rise in the priee of feUiracsy which had, miade tho 
business 80 yerj prospeiTOus and safe dunng the paist foiur 
jears» bad reached its cliihaz and the ebbraigtidioL had set 
in and raised the reflex : wave that intro^noed sdoh great 
unoertaint;y and hazard into the trade and was destined to 
bury not a few beneath it in its fltful motions. The task 
tbat had been undertaken was as dxfficidt as to stand on a 
baxrel and r(^ it with the feet Oovemment contiraots, in 
which his previous success had largely consisfed^ were no 
longer to be had, for the authorities were now confident 
of a speedy termination of the war and were^ teti^enchin^ 
expenditures. Manufacturing was at a standstill or was 
prosecuted only at a loss. BuHding up a regular legiti- 
mate jobbing trade was not nt all in Mr. Fisk's Tein. 
Ho felt for its duties the same aversion he had Mt for 
'* drumming V during his early -months in Boston and let 
it alone in the same way. His attention and efforts being 
ihu# left uueugrossed by the undertaking hei had {rroposed 
for himself, he QQgaged in variQU^ speculatilrei enterprisesy 
i^>t only Hkch^^j^erQ partially ^aUiod tO 1^ Ostumsible 
business, (a^ cotton) but in anythivg . th«t suggested dtself 
to bim or wm pr^ejitod in a fawrable light And poN>mia4d r 
the re^^iisite^ ^pment$ . of dirersi^n with a fair *ebanO0: of 
' profit But eyeryihii^ was paralyzed and stagoiant imder 
reaction fron^ the . stimulant .which the waii h»A c^Spxdoi^ 
and all business that required ^ investment of capital 
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leemed ctes&xed to entail loss. It iras the most erilical 
period of dread euspehse when eTeryfldtig was misetfled 
and under a lowering fatoro, and a tremor was running 
through, all business in expeotation; of ^ great financial 
crash* . Drygoodi* began to tumble at sudu leaps that any 
Qoasiderable stodc on hand meant a smiUl fortune lost 
eveiy month. His speculative ventures rarely proved 
snccessful, often were bad failures. After a few months 
of this. precarious fcrtune, again yielding to impiilse and 
instinct mther than convictions reached by reflection and 
oal^ulatiou, he resolved to dose «p his business and ga 
QHd of the trade. This resolution to discontinue was exe- 
cuted with tho same celerity as had been the former one 
to start ^hy himself. The fortune drawn out from the 
finn of Jordan, Marsh & C!o. had melted rapidly in the 
unprosperous months buoceeding, but he settled up all 
his affidrs l^vitig no unpaid obligations. 

There is a certain funous being or character, half' 
historic, half £eJ>uIous, favored in the fancy of both poet 
and thec4ojgian^ who^ it is positively alleged, is always ' ^ 
sure <X) claim his own sooner or later. James Fisk, Jr., 
wwit to New^ York. He allowed ''natur" to take its^' 
courtox^w, and as nataraQy as the needle dips to Ae 
pole or tiaid force of gravity draws all things towards the 
earth's centre, he brought up in Wall Street — the fnvorite 
haiint of the worst breed of gamblers the worid has yet * 
pcodu6ed--mea whom one who knows them beal^ h^ 

.' ' • Vand«rMl*. 
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called "a set of thieves and cutthroats," every one of 
whose ixansactiona leaves tiie world so much the worse 
off, and whose most fitting and forcible commentary is to 
be read in the fexjt that if every one of them were to drop 
out of existence instantly society and every honest call- 
ing would be greatly benefited. It was with the men of 
this ilk that the ex*drygoodsman now proposed to put 
his lance in rest and measure sword& All the world 
will admit the wisdom and appropriiEtteness of the course 
selected as one for which he was eminently adapted. It 
was just the course Eowler would have advised him to 
pursue had he gone to him and had his head examined. 
In £acty so very n^itural and appropriate seems this migra- 
tion to the great focus of respectable gambling and legal- 
ized robbery that the only wonder is that he did not gra- 
vitate to the genial clime and kindred, though inferior^ 
spirits immediately on leaving Jordan, Marsh & Go. 
instead of first attempting to found a drygoods establish- 
ment. He has taught them poany a leston at their own 
tricks and it is questionable if the world at large does not 
owe him more gratitude than execration for the deeds 
thiatiiave made him 

'* By merit zadae^ to that bad emiaenoe " 
among such leeches and pests. 

It was in the waning months of 1864 that the resolu- 
tion was taken to shake off the Puritan dust and pass 
from the shadow of Bunker Hill to that of Trinity 
Oiuzch. He still had sufficient capital to operate quite 
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extensively on a ** margin," the broker's most cnnmng; 
decoy duck to bring game witbin bis reach. He took 
offices on Broad Street and furnished them in the most 
sumptuous st^, the man's individuaKty providing somer 
original features found in no other office. lie latmched 
out boldly and almost haphazard in all the leading stocks 
and most activo speculative enterprises, putting up his 
margins in pretty much the same way that he would 
{dace his " chips " in roulette or faro, thus at once dis- 
closing his just conception of the character of the business. 
But in his first experience in the new field there seemed to 
hover over him the same tmtoward fortune that beset his 
last mcmths in Ikiiston and the proverbially fickle goddess 
seemed to have turned her smile and face &om ]vm 
entirely. He was not yet folly awake to the genius of 

the guild 

** for ways that are dark " 

and the artful dodges by which things were moved in 
Wall Street. He had heard of **^ honor among thieves" 
and in his imsophisticated confidence in human nature 
could not suspect that his new associates were sunk so 
far beneath even faro bank and roulette keepers in point 
of honor as to play with stacked cards and loaded dice. 
The scales had not yet all faHen from his eyes; He still 
had some lingering, verdant, bc^ish, Puiitan, nonsense 
about there really being such things as honer^and hon- 
esty, actually believed that there was such a criiiio as 
Tobhexy or fraud known to the law and that it would lead 
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Wk icDMi to the State Prison. His senses must be qnick- 
«ned in the severe crucible of burnt fingers before he 
could fully emefge from these hallucinations imbibe^ in 
Lis early country home and understand that all this was 
but a name, -a poetic fiction, a ridiculous Yankee notion 
probably invented by the same man who first sold 
wooden nutmegs. He is one of the aptest scholars in 
such a school and he plunged his fingers into the- molten 
metal so boldly thai he was not long in dispelling the 
clouds of rustic innocence that obscured the light He 
made some successes, an all do^ he made many more 
losses, as most do. It w&a but a few months before his 
margins were all swept away, his bank account cancelledi 
^and the remnant of a once comjfortable fortune which he 
liad brought &om Boston had wholly disappeared — gone 
ihe way of so many others before and since. The young 
man who had always had means and known ploniy pro- 
^rtionate'to his position and needs, who had constantly 
risen in worldly condition till his days had passed in 
iamiliar contact with men of high position, authority 
jand influence and he felt himself a man of consequence 
:and power established on a secure pedestal that could 
mot be seriously shaken by fickle fortune, suddenly found 
himself penniless when his daily wants had grown to 
he very large, his feincied power and security broken 
4and gone in a flaw of wind, despair driving its pitiless 
iBtfTOWs through his breast* helpless and unresisting in 
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the stu^oig tide that was sweepng him down in its 

merciless whirlpool — ruined! 

Such a speetaele is always sad and touching. No 
matter who or what the man in whose breast the terrible 
emotions of such an hour are passing, they touch a 
responsive chotd of sympathy in the great heart of i^gre* 
gate impersonal humanity as though it saw its own 
uncertainties and possible misfortunes typified thcrein- 
It is a sitimtion whose agony in all its fullness can be but 
feintly imagined by one who has never felt the dread 
creeping coil of misfortune and ruin closing silently and 
fatally around, want, suffering and aU the horrors of 
poverty gathering on every side, gnawing ceaselessly at 
the very vitals of the inner life and making death at 
one's own hand the one welcome relief from despair. 
It is a situation tct be met with only in the life of a 
great cosmopolitan city. 

Eor a moment (and perhaps it is the only instance in 
all his life) this man of singular experiences knew the 
keenest pangs of despair, became pensive and introspective 
and indulged a momentary meditation upon the vanity 
and mutability of human affairs. But it was only for a 
moment. His is not a spirit to sit down and acknowledge 
irretrievable failure. Nil desperanduml "Never say 
die ! " is his motto and it is one to which he is eminently 
entitled. As he sat overlooking the street of world-wide 
flEune and gazed down upon its hurrying throng, (rf which 
bui yesterday he was one, half dreaming what to do^ the 
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pangfl of failure- piercing him, the spectre of want 
glaring at^ him, suddenly, as if himself Unconscious of 
his words, he blurted out, — ** Wall Street has ruined me, 
€ind Wall Street shaU pay for it I " At the time, the 
words seemed the weak ravings of a mind in despair — ^a 
Tain lt)oast that might well proToke a smile. But that the 
threat of vengeance has been well redeemed Wall Street 
bitterly knows and will not soon forget. Jena was not 
znore thoroughly avenged at Sedan, the mortification of 
Berlin not more thoroughly a4;oned by Bismarck and 
the troops of Fatherland marching in triumph itoough 
the gates of Paris. Nor rests Wall Street in a feeling 
of assurance that the thirst for revenge is even yet 
fully sated. At the moment of uttering these words he of 
course had as little idea as any one how they were to be 
made good. He had not the most remote conception of 
any plan for recuperating his broken fortune but, genius- 
like, confidence of a power within him to do it, though 
vague, w^3 there. The threat was hardly cold upon 
his lips ere he bade ' adieu — " for a season " — to the . 
threatened street, packed a carpet bag, which sufficed his 
purpose now, and started for Boston, aimless except to 
get away &om the scene of his disaster. 
^ On this journey to ** the Hub" the victim of Wall 
Street did not sit in. moody silence moaning to himself 
over his bleeding wounds but presented an unruffled sur- 
fEU5e as though everything was all right, mingled in coi^. 
versation with his usual spirits and puns, and maSJe 
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chance acquamtances as every one does when trat'ellmg: 
. Among those xvith whom he thus got to talking was a 
young man who seemed sorely troubled and dejected^ 
Perhaps it was animal magnetism that drew the t^o to-^ 
gether, for however calm the snrixice xrith the late opera-^ 
tor in stocks ho was probably somewhat bihons down in 
tho depths. Tho two spirits naturally waxed conmrani^- 
cative, and soon the young stranger told his story. Ho 
proved to be ono of the quite numerous class of pidablo 
mo^ls that nearly everybody has seen Eometting of — a 
man laboring in distress with the elephant of a patent 
on his hands and brain. lie had invented it, got it 
patented, and spent all his own means and as much 
more as ho could borrow, endeavoring to get it befora 
the public and reap the fortune he had dreamed 
would surely flow to him from it. He, too, was going" 
back to his home, dejected and crest-fallen, for his 
enterprise had been ill-starred, his exertions and ci-^ 
penditures' had aU been in vain, and the dreams that 
had sustained and lured him on so long had now all van- 
ished, and he must carry disappointment to those wha 
had hplped him. Like all men with patents, ho was^ 
ready and eager to explain its great merits and value and 
• talt about it and nothing else as long as any ono would ^ 
listen, no explained its nature and utility to his fellow 
miserable, who hstened attentively, at first because ha 
» T^pas quite as eager to forget his own sorrows as the young 
patentee was to expatiate upon his, but very soon because 
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m sudden ray of light beamed upon Ms vision. Mr. Flak X. 
Baw at once that the patent was of value and that the 
young man's dreams of the fortime there was in it had 
been far from baseless; but, strange to say, he did not 
give his new acquaintance the consolation of suspecting 
this now-bom conviction. However, ho induced the de- 
jected spirit to go on to Boston instead of stopping at 
homo, philanthropically encouraging him to hope that 
they might possibly piclf" up some ^eenhom there who 
could bo wheedled into giving a little something for it, 
and whatever ho could get now would be so much clear 
gain of course, as he was going home to throw it up 
entirely. Arrived at their journey's end, the young man 
gladly disposed of his patent-right for a comparative 
trifle and went home somewhat less heavy hearted. The 
purchaser that had been wheedled into buying it was 
not, however, so much of a greenhorn as might be. Fisk 
njidged the young inventor in the ribs and chuckled with 
him Over the sharp manner in which they had duped 
jsome unwary wight and when he had got him to feeling 
nicely he left him and hurried away to reap the benefit of 
the large interest which ho had taken good care to secure- 
to himseli The patent was a small improvement of great 
^ utility and extensive application in machinery used in cot- . 
ton and woolen mills, proved to be of immense practical 
and pecuniary value, and brought the new owners a hand- 
some income. 
The downward tide in Mr. Fisk's fortunes was stemmed. 

^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 HB KSESB DAlOKi PSSW. 

OonficbxLce and courage were replenislied, and wifh the 
possession once more of capital sufficient for qnite exten- 
siye operations on a margin, his longing turned to "Wall 
Street i^ain. But before starting bade he learned that 
some parties in Boston were desirous of buying the Bris- 
tol line of steamers running on Long Island Sound. It 
occurred to him that he might turn this circumstance to 
some account for himself and this was the pretext of his 
next visit to New York. His &st business was to secure 
a letter of introduction to the president of the company 
owning the coveted line of steamers. This he readily pro- 
cured and presented. The person to whom he was thus 
introduced was the celebrated Daniel Drew. But for this 
meeting the world would probably never have heard of 
James Fisk, Jr. That event constitutes the most promi- 
nent and importaat landmark in his life and turned his 
career into the course that has conducted him to his pres- 
ent position. The presidency of the Bristol Line Steam- 
boat Company was but one* small bob on ,the Drew Mte. 
Already past his three score and ten, he wore the scars of 
many fierce batties, some of which were still fresh and 
scarcely cicatrized. Bom a farmer's boy, at Carmel, on the 
Harlem road, he had been successively a drover, proprie- 
tor of the Bull's Head Tavern (of great fame in the olden 
time), and a large owner in steamship enterprises. In this 
- last character he came into contact with Yanderbilt and the 
two had since been life-long rivals. He had been the 
Commodore's great antagonist in the then recent Harlem 
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^*^niew'' — the pioneer coups^de-fnain in Wall Street 
fltock j6bbing operations, and in these had been badly 
irorsted'by his veterah foe. He was now the great Mogul 
<^ Eiie^-K)ne of its directors, its treasurer, its sole madipti- 
lator, the first to Use his position to gamble in the stock of 
his own corporation, already dnbbed the ^' specnlalive direc- 

4»r," and the acknowledged leader of Wall Strut's " beaf" 
brigade. Drew was much pleased with his new aeqttaint- 
aiice, was tjuite surprised imd fascinated with llie grand 
and liberal ideas which the young man very freely rentil- 

4rted on ^e question of steamships and affaits getieirally, 
and innnediately authorized him to act as hvs agent in 
negotiatmg the isale of the Bristol steamers. This trust 
was- exe<suted in a manner that cosfiitned' and heightened 

' the M, gentleman's fin^t imptessions and gore him entire 

• satii^faGtion at the same time that it put a nice little stim 
into the 'skillful agent's pocket as his commission for con- 
ducting the transfer: 

Mr. Fisk now looked upon Wall Street as his headquar- 
ters again, buf as he had learned that the game there was 
played with stacked cards and loaded dice he sagely con- 
cluded it would be much safer to have a finger in the 
stacking business or be privy tb its manner, and make 
himself master of the magic cubes, instead of having them 

'' played on him agam. He is not to be caught twice in the 
same trap: He had seen those " twenty-four packs " £a^ 
out of- Ah Sin's sleeves in their first hand of euchre and 

' hewas-not going to sit down to tiie game again tilU Ike 
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had, a pair at deeves jofii like AJh -8izi't— oijy a- Utile 
laTgei"— and they should be well filled with rig^ bowers. 
Drew, in thefix8t4u9h of his adixM;rati(m for the jousg 
zna&'s bearing, spoke the necessary, words of encourage- 
ment^ and shorilj afte^ tiie sign ,of a ne^ firm of jbrpkers 

. appeased bearing the firm name of Fisk & Ik^deHf .. ,^Ui^ 

' s»ade a spedality/of dee^ling in Erie and soon beciMao 
known. apiong thiB fratei^ni^ as Prew^'V bspkers,, ^ ^he 
head of^t^e; fiim be^ a special £Ek¥orite):p(jMifidiyi,t ai^ 
pr<H^ of }ihe crafty direotor and treasureri it is tmne 
than probable thM he was priyy to sufficient itifonniBktim 
and '' poiD!ts " not fi>r geoferal nse, to enable him t6 Oper- 
ate on his own aoocai](it with all desired saibty imdmake 
much more; thima' simple opmmiQsien -as brobjsr for 
otbers. liwajs in the spring of 1866 that Drets^ exe- 
cuted his first great master-stro^t^e in bear operatiensy 

. inaugurating a system of man^lettions wholly origii^id 
and unparalelled, making the entiri» buU clique writhe 

. im^^T his goad, and finally stirewing the paiiiem^nt with 
their skulls and bones, establishiilg for himself an endur- 
ing ^si^e in the haistory'loid traditiond of WaU;S<areet 
Fisk, being fully behind the seei^es in this oampaigu, 
enjoyed, the sport immensely and turned his oj^rtunity 

. to jaudk substantial account. He was immoderately 
amnised at the mad boundlngs and bdlowings of the ram-^ 
pant animals, shook a red flag before them to incite them 
on and: cried ^^Sahett hahetP^ in delight as his imcle 
Da&^el poured in ihefinal bMadside and seniihemfeeliiig 
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to the gi^cuid. TUs wntf an exbefient '8ol»oliQr -the apt 
ptopiL He t6ok to its trajs wkk.a iteadiness tiiiat showed 
a gonitis lor ihe seieiice- .The briefest period of tuition 
sufficed to- makd kitn. masjter of its entire citrrioHhiin. All . 
the scales having now ftiUen j&om his ejes^ he resisted 
alonger papukage and came forward at once as a profes- 
sor. Having* caught this - principle • and spirit of the 
pfoeess by which puppets were made to d«nce on the . 
Wall Street stage, he iihsMiUately saw that many im«» 
proivements could be made( ia-^tiB modus openxndi of his 
instructor aiid felt he eould play uponiihe magic heys 
much more deftly than he^8aw it 4oiie by tiie fingers 
clumsy in juze cmd stiffened by the toils and chills of mi0(re 
thanrthree score and ten winteifB. His subsequsixt career 
speaks for the elose attention Ihe paid dnrihg his brief 
term of schooling, and no one can testify better ^n the, 
teacher how thoroughly the lesson was learned both in 
letter and spirit, for the pupil soon repaid the debt of 
gratitude, principal and interest, to his instructor by 
teaching him in turn many tricks at his own trade. But 
the improvements were of a nature requiring a cunning 
of hand which the veteran director could not hope to 
conjure in his weight of years, and it is more than 
doubtful if the instructor feels at all proud of his pupil, 
accurately as he has followed instructions and brilliant as 
his exploits flowing therefrom have been, for the teach- 
ings were returned in a practical way that was not highly 
appreciated, though its force was acknowledged. When 
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the piqpil had onoe seen bo^ the e»xdsir«» «tMked he 
bioQglit to tiie work sndi^rare maiiiial skill ihatli0 stacked ,< 
them -imder his instructoi's yeoy eyes without his seong 
it and piqred diem upon him'befiase he was awaie of it 
Afba this had been repeated a few times, the old gentie- 
man rose fiom the table^ ofiended at this disrespect for. 
his years and refiised to plaj any more. He now stands 
a looker on at the table at wl^oh.he was once master and, 
with hands Added behind him» he gazes with an ezpres^ 
sion of mute cuiiosify at the grace and :dezterity with 
which his pupil shuffles the cards and throws the dice. 

With wind and tide both in his fiBtTor, Mr. Eisk Tezy 
soon recovered what he had inT(duntarilj lei^ to Wall 
Street^ and it was but a few months before the man who 
had lort his last ddllac again had a bank account of ot^ 
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"COJUTEB" — "mAJUJIN"—- "CABaXIHO"— eouD ^CH^NCa 
BANK — ^IHE GOLD BOOK. 

WaQ Street lias a dialect peculiar to itself concise and 
expressive, but utterly unintelligible to the uninitiated. 
Some of the terms are quite familiar to many who yet 
have but a vague idea of their exact meaning. As an ac- 
curate understanding of the terms employed and some of 
the machinery used by brokers will be necessary to an in- 
telligent reading of sdme of the following chapters, a brief 
elucidation may not be unwelcome to some into whose 
handd these pages may fall. 

Suppose the stock of a 9ertain rcdlroad is selling to- 
day at $90 a share. A, for reasons known to himself, 
thinks the price is going to fall soon. He meets B who 
thinks, on {he contrary, that the price is going up. A 
owns none of the stock at present, but he agrees to deliver 
B 100 shares at 90 sometime within 10, 20, 30 or 60 days. 
A ha6 now gone ''short'' of the stock. «. «.. he in nrirler 
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obligation to deliver at a future day, and for a fixed price, 
stock that lie does not. now x>08sess ; and B has gone 
'' long," L €., he is under obligation to take the stock at a 
future day at a pnce already agreed upon. The two 
terms are correlative, the one always implying the other, 
it being impossible for one man io go ''short" till he 
meets another who will go "long." 

Of course A's desigm ds io waltr.till^the stock has fallen, < 
say to 85, then buy a hundred shares at that price, carry 
titemto^IVand mlike' him take {hem as a^eed upoit at 
90, and clear $500 by the operation. B's design is to 
wait till the stock has risen, say to 95, then call on A to 
deliver the 100 shares at 90, a$ agreed upon, sell them at 
95 and clear $500 dollars by the operation. The essence 
of the whole matter is, A bets the. stock will fall ^.i^d .B 
bets it will rise, the amount of th^ bet being left to be de- 
termined by the amount of fluctuation in the stated time. 
And as a matter of fact it often, if not generally, happens 
that none of the stock is ever bought at all, but one simply 
pays to the other the difference in price at the two dotes. 
Thus if the stock falls, A does not buy 100 shares, pay 
$8,500 therefor, take them to B and get $9,000 for them, 
but B simply pays A $500, the'sum he would make by the 
operation — what has turned out to be the amount of the 
bet. As B entered into the contract only on speculation 
and not because he wanted to keep the stock as an invest- 
ment, he would only, have tQ sell it again at the lowqr rate, 
and all tiiis useless trouble of tiJirotfiwtual.purQlia^os, trans-. 
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fers and deMT^rkxi iff ayoided asd ^ saioe tesuli attained 
by simply payings A the amount he would make. 

When such an agreement has been entered into, of 
course it is for A's interest that thero should be a fall in 
tbe stock of 'whioh he is shorl^ for the greatei: the fall the 
greater will be his profit, and. therefore he now exerts 
.himself to make it ialL Ho represents the fitock as a bad 
one to invest in; hints that there- is going. to be an oppo« 
sitton road built, so tiie stoejc will soon pay mioiisr din- 
dends or no dividends, and greatly decrease in value ; that 
the road is bein^' badly managed, its officers are dishonest; 
using it for their. own personal ends, and there is danger 
of its becoming bankrupt ; or that there has been an issue 
of new stock, etc., etc. Those who. hear, and belieyo these 
rumors naturally become afraid, of the stock, are jim^us 
to sell it-if they own any, and unwilling to buy. Zi thus 
becomes pleniy in the market, is. depressed and falls. 
A in such a case ia said to ^* bear " the stock or be a 
''bear." It being for B's interest that the stock should 
rise, he sets to work circulating rumors of just ihp oppo- 
isite nature and influence, endeavoring to make the stock 
attractive and in great demand. He is then said to 
"bull" the market or be a V* bull." Therefyre a man 
who has gone "short" is naturally by interest a "bear" 
and a man who has gone " long " is naturally by interest 
a "bull" 

When A and B have made an agreement as supposed 
it often makes a great diSarenoe whidh one of them- has 
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tlie Tighi of demaoidiiig itsfulfilment BiHj day wiflun One 
limit. For if A agrees to driver the stock within 30 
days and it should fall rapidly in the first five days and 
get as low as he thinks it will go, he will buy at this l«>w 
|>rice and, if he has the right of ohoosingithe day for car- 
rying out the agreement, he wiU force B to take it the day 
on which it !» lowest; whereas, if B has tiio dghi of . 
ohooding the day, he will wdit in the hope that ih^ stock 
will rise^ again during the ^maining 25 days and. will 
Call dn A to deliver on the day when it is selling higji^st 
The transaction must be closed on the, last day of the 
IiBut This tight of choosing the day is called the 
*' option." It is always settled at the time of making the 
agreement who has the *^ option" and it often makes a 
^eat difference in the price whetheir the buyer gives or 
takes^ it Of course A can buy when the stock is low, 
tiumgh the <^don 4s i^ainst him, and h(4d. th^ stock till 
'B ealls for it. In such a case he is said to '* cover his 
shorts." • 

As a man who s^ls short has none of the 4Stock at the 
time of contracting for its future deliveryy.it is easily 
possible that contracts may be entered into for the delir- 
ery of a greater number of shares than can possibly be 
had, or even than there are in existence. A shrewd 
operator may easily find a hundred men each of whom 
will go short a thousancL shares ; he makes a contract 
with each without any of the others suspecting it and he 
will thus 4iave cc^tracts out &r l^e delivery to him of 
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100,000 sliiares of the tjtock xritliiti SO days when, it m^ 
be, there are but 60,000 sharea in existence. He now 
buys up the stock as quietly as possible at the .present low 
price and before any of the shorts ate covered or any one 
suspects what is going on, he may have the whole 50,000 
shares locked Up in his own safe. Men suddenly find 
that not a single share of the stodc is to be had in the 
market at any price and yet contracta are out lor the 
dehvery of 100,000 shares. The operator now has the 
shorts in what is called a •* comer." They i»iist satisfy 
their contracts or fail. Stock cannot be hiid to fulfill, the 
agreements, therefore they must make the best terms 
they can to be let off from their contracts. They are 
wholly in the operator's power and his demands will be 
limited only by what he deems the utmost each can pay 
without failing. • 

The capital required in manipulating such a plot being 
very large, there are but few single individuals of sufficient 
means to manage a " comer" operation alone, but combi- 
nations of several men are often formed for the purpose, 
each contributing his means to a general fund to be used 
in the operation and sharing a proportionate pait of the 
proceeds. Such a combination is called a " pool." 

When a man directs a broker to buy stock for him he 

. does not supply the broker with money to the. full value 

of the stock, but only a certain per cent, thereon — 5, 10 or 

20 per cent., as the case may t>e — so much as is deemed 

sufficient to cover any probable £b^ in the prioe. JHrn^per 
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cent, ihns deposited with the broker is called a ^' macgin/' 
it being the range or margin over which the price may 
fluctuate without risk to the broker. The rest of the money 
or credit needed is furnished bj the broker, who charges 
interest thereon, keeps the stock in his own hands as se- 
curity a^d is said to " carry " it for his customer. By this 
means a man with only five or ten thousand dollars can 
operate with a capital of a hundred thous^md, and aonan 
with tt hundred thousand dollars can operate with a cap;- 
tal of two millions. Herein lies the great temptation to 
indulge ia' such speculations and the whole secret qf the 
gieat power which a few men, or en^n a single man, can 
exert in such Aiatters. 

An active broken often buys or sells the same stock 
oi; gold several times the siamo day. One customer directs 
him to buy and he buys ; another directs hiua to sell and 
hie sells.. If a stock rises rapidly ,tha customer who buys 
early in the morning may sell a^goin 4^ an hour or less ; 
if it falls rapidly the man who sells in, the morning may 
buy again in a few minutes. .Fluctuations in the price 
are often so rapid that a man may buy a^d sell the same 
-hundred shares of stock or the same lot of gold half a 
dozen times in as many hours, making a htmdsome profit 
at dve^ turn. This would make a great deal of work 
and require many clerks in a broker's oEico if there was 
an actual transfer of tho stock and gold in cTcry tran- 
saction. To simplify and facilitate this work, an institu- 
tion to whieb all brokj^rs belong has been established to 
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manogo this part of tho business and superiiitond all the 
actual transfbrs of property. As soon as a broker buys, 
he sends a notice of tlio transaction to this Institu- 
tion. ITiyb minutes after, ho sells either tho same or 
another stodi or lot of gcdd and immediatoly sends the 
institution a notiico of this transaction* \ And so on 
through tho whole day till a quarts past two o'clotik,. 
when transactions throi^h tho institution closo for the 
day. A statement of all tho purchases and sales of the 
day is now mado out and balanced and handed in to the 
institution. If the amount of tho purchases esoeeds tho 
amount of tho sales, tho broker pays tho institution tho 
diiTorcnco; if tho sales exceed the purchases in aiQOUnt, 
the institution pays tho broker the difLorenco j if tho two 
are just equal, all his transactions for the day, amount- 
ing, it may bo, to many miUions, are completed by simply 
balancing tho two sides of tho account and without one 
cent having bcfen used by him in the operati(m. By thiii 
means the samo stock or gold may bo sold a hundred 
times during the day and yet there will bo only otio 
actual transfer of it. A starts the transaetionsj selling 
to B ; B sells to 0, to D, and so on thrcJugh the whole 
alphabet till the close of the day ; then A, th^ Urst seller, 
hands it into the institxition and Z, the last purchaser, 
draws it out. All the others hare both bo^ht and sold 
it, therefore it is only necessary for them to balance thdj* 
accounts and settle the difference. 

This arrangoiTicnt, which renders neccessary capital 
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equal onlj to the difference in the two sides of all I3ie 
accounts for the day, supplements the '^ margin " and is to 
the broker what iiie ^'margin'' is to the operator. The 
two form a system of compound leverage by which a hun- 
dred dollars is made to move a mifiion, or any amount, the 
principle b^g the same as that which justified the boast 
of Archimedes that he would move the world if any one 
would give him a place to stand on. It was by this 
system of* paying only the balance of their accounts that 
it was x)0ssible for the dealings of the gold brokers to 
amount to five hundred millions of dollars on Black 
Friday when there was not in reality twenty millions of 
gold among all the brokers in New York. 

The stock and gold brokers have separate dearing 
houses or institutions for e£6BctIng their clearances, L e.^ 
superintending the transfer and settlement of the bal- 
aaices/ That of the stock brokers is called the New York 
Block Exchange, audi that of the gold brokers the Gold 
Exchange Bank. 

It is important to note that the dealings of the brokers 
are so interlaced, as they appear at the clearances, that if 
any one firm ^euIs to hand in a statement of its trans- 
actions the whole machinery may be clogged up and the 
clearing h^use unable to proceed with its work. The 
following is an actual statement of the transactions of the 
firm of Smith, Oould (Jay Oould) & Martin on Bla<^ 
Friday: 
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Beoeived from— 
Wm. Heath & Co. (6,210,000 

White, Morris & Co. . 400,000 

Dakin Gillefipie . 084,000 
E. K. WiUaid . 6,845,000 

Hodgskin^andallj&Co. 50,000 

Budge, Schiff& Co. . 80^,000 

Cushman&Huflbiirt* 50,000 

S.B. Jacobs .. 100,000 

Iiaiige,Bolle&Anning 50,000 

I>ean, Magixmis & Co. 96,000 

K. Morgan's Sons . 20,000 

Foster & RandaU . 20,000 

J. W. Seligman & Ca 225,000 

Hallgarten & Co . 200,000 

Domett & NiohoU . 10,000 

B. HaU & Young , 600,000 

O. H. A H. Redmond 875,000 

"W. C. Mumford . 60,000 

Meyer & Grevo . 200,000 

Kennedy & Hutchinson 100,000 

Bobinson, Coz & Co . 30«000 

Leea & Waller . 200,000 
Beed, Leo <!^ Content. 1,015,000 

Hagen & Billing . 200,000 

£. H. Biedermeaa . 445,000 

G. P. Perach . 735,000 

Robert WaUor . 665,000 

Stout Thayer 90,000 



120,650,000 



DellT^ed to— , 

Loekw9od & Co. • (10,000 
Stout Thayer . 20,000 

Dzondi, Springer & Co. 50,000 
Caster & Co. . 430,000 

Gibson & Beadleston . 75,000 
B. K. Stevens, Jr., . 25,000 
Lounsbeiry & Fanshatr 1,700,000 
Fanshaw & Milliken . 300,000 
Hallgarten & Co. . 35,000 
Kamlah, Sauer & Co. 134,000 
Parker, Bros. & Geston 15,000 
FeUows&Co. . 15,000 

Cunningham & Mead. 85,000 
MazweU & Graves . 80,000 
Norton, Haughton.& Co. 50,000 
Tansing, Fisher & Co. 00,000 
N. R. Travera . 50,000 

Grey, Prince 4^ Co. . 1,245,000 
Chapin, Bowen & Day 2,015,000 
Wm. Heath & Co. . 200,000 
Cushman & Hurlbnri 25,000 



Coin due dealer 



(7,499,000 
13,151,000 

(20,650,000 



Here were fifty-one different transactions b j one firm in 
a single day, amounting to (28,149,000 andith'ey/m»re all 
adjusted, so far as this firm was concerned, by the single 
act of drawing from the bank $13451,000 in gold and 
handing in a check for the currency value 1hereo£ Now 
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if (as aotoally happened) this firm failed to hand in fhia 
statement the clearing house would be unable to adjust 
the accounts, of any one of the nearly fifty firaas appearing 
therein, and as each of these .firms would have trans- 
actions with many others, the whole iociachinery of settling 
must come to a standstill till the statement of erery one 
is in. 

For its services in effecting these clearances the Oold 
Exchange Bank receives ten cents for every $10,000 
cleared. This may seem a ridiculously small conunissicm 
at first,, but when it appears that the average annual 
amount of clearances has been about $20,000,000,000 
and that even at this sqoiall commis^on the baiJc has 
received in the neighborhood of $200,000 annually fop 
its services, the remuneration does hot seem quite so 
ridiculously smalL 

The Gold Room is the place where the gold brokers 
meet at certain hours of the day to buy and sell, the 
price then paid being officially recorded and forming the 
*'^ quotations " for the day. It is a dingy, dismal room pf 
moderate size, entered ^m New Street by narrow, 
untidy wooden stairs and quite disappoints the expecta- 
tions naturally formed from the fame of its doings. On 
one side^ is a large dock over which is the indicator 
showing, injlai^ figures moved by telegraphic wires, the 
price at which gold is selling. On the opposite side is a 
gallery for spectators and such as have not &e counter- 
ed that secures admission within the exclusive eirde. 
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The body of the floor is an amphitheatre, i. «., in the 
form of a circle and descending gradually by steps from 
the outside towards the centre. A circle in the centre, 
about eight feet in diameter, is surrounded by a strong 
iron railing enclosing <a fountain. The design of this 
ornament is quite unique, being a bronze statuette stand- 
ing upon huge oyster Shells and hu^ng a dolphin to its 
breast; a jet of water constantly spouts from the dol- 
phin's mouth, falls back upon the bronze and babbles 
down into the reservoir at the base — the whole consti- 
iufing 9 forcible and fitting satire upon the life and 
doings of the men who daily crowd around it and deport 
themselves in a manner vividly suggestive of Babel, 
Bedlam and pandemonium united. 

It was thia small circular pit that constituted the most 
sensitive pulse of the nation during the trying days of the 
rebellion. It was here that ihe news of Bi^l Bun and the 
Chickahominy, Getiysburg and the Wilderness, was most 
quickly felt. At this point was dropped the pebbles that 
started the magic waves which Jbroke only on the limits 
of the natioii. It was the yells of the men suiting within 
this circle, shouting and gesticulating like maniacs, that 
determined the figures so eagerly scoinned from eacH 
morning's news as it reached the remotest hamlet, flere 
still these men keep up a fitful losing battle to prolong 
their calling, though the circumstances that gave it being 
and some small elements of usefulness have long since 
passed away. 
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CHAPTER V. 
AX -ma DiEEcros — ^how the siatb wa3 iude up — naw. aks 

GOCLD MEET A. POOL SOLD OUT — VANDEEBILT BOUSED— 

A BATCH CF BARNAKD's IKJUNCTIOXS-'— COUNTERBLAST FBOSC 

BROOKLTX TEN MILLIONS OF NEW STOCK SECEBTLf ISSUED 

— TANDEBBlLt T&ATPSD AJSB DREW itlTTEH-^-FtEEINa XtOt 
STATE. 

Mr. Fisk first became officially connected witli the Erid 
Bail way on the 8th of October, 1867, being chosen a 
director at the annual election held on that day. The 
campaign for this election opened with three parties in 
tlie field. The officers in control of the road, headed by 
Drew, sought reflection. . With this party Mr. Fisk was 
identified* Next canie Vanderbilt, who, having made 
himself absolute jand imdisputed master of the Harlem, 
Hudson Eiver and N. T. Central roads, now sought to 
grasp control of Erie in like manner, that he might have 
despotic sway over all the roads connecting New York 
with the great lakes and make himself practical dictator 
of the material interests of the commercial metropolis. 
The third parly was headed by John S. Eldridge and 
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oomposed of men largely interested in {he Boston, 
Hartford & Erie road — a line running from Boston 
through Connecticut and New York to Fishkill, where it 
meets a branch of Erie. This corporation was in a 
desperate stru^le for existence and was in bad financial 
odor. The Massachusetts Legislature had voted to assist 
the company to the sum of $3,000,000 provided it would 
xsaise an additional sum of $4,000,000 elsewhere. The 
laudable purpose of this third party was to gain a con- 
trolling voice in the Erie councils in order to get thia 
ooxporation to assist them to the much-desired 
$4,000,000. Under the Eldridge banner Jay Oould was 
training. 

At these elections each share of stock entitles the 
holder to one vote, consequently a party must control a 
majority of the stock in order to cany the election. With 
three parties dompeting for possession, there was a fine 
prospect of a rapid and eztraordinaiy rise ii^ the stock, 
promising a lively time and a rich harvest for t^e brokers, 
operators, and owners of Erie. But before the contending 
chiefs had marshalled their fbroes and mounted their 
heavy guiis for.this great triangular battie, the Eldridge 
party resorted io diplomacy and secured a coalition with 
Yanderbilt. These two factiona agreed to unite their 
forces in ousting Drew and electing a board of directors 
that would manage the road so as to secure both their 
inieresta They knew that tiieir united power made their* 
viotoiij eedain in a squaxe fight;, but they also knew teiiy 
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-well that it iroxdd. liot be^^qixdre %lit if Drewivaar lofk 
with his peculiar fertility of resource untrammellod. 
They remembered the ingenious device by which he had 
supplied himself with 58,000 sharesiof Erie stock to meet 
an emergency the year before aadthey knew the same 
oonvenient machinery woiild be miidiai to do service agmw 
and grind out any desir^ number of sbaafes at. the proper 
crisis and thus, after relieving them of seveml millions of 
their money, rob them of vifctory at tho last ^oi^ent. To 
guarcl against this favorite species' of Drew tactics they 
resolved: to invoke the niajesty of the law. The necessary 
pi*eliminary affidavits and papers were madei out prepdra* 
tory to obtaining an injunction that should effectively 
prevent Drew irom lining at the election or in the market 
a: single shore of stock b<^yond the already authorized 
capital stock of the company. 

I!n this position stood matters &e Sunday befopre the 
c^teetion. 'On that day Drew,; as if troubled with premo- 
nitiojdis: of approaching discomfiture, called upon Yander* 
l^ilt^ at his residence. The Commodore kindly entertained 
his balfex by reldting to him. the arraba^enaents abide io* 
oom^jii hicti orfartibrow.iaiid oomphicently read ibr hia: 
QcUficatidn the kgiol'docnii^eBts that were to boused ihrr 
Im special behoof the next morning. Dr^w ae^ing^ at 
once that the' eleuients were gcttmg too -^trong for him' 
and that he was;doomed to take an imwiUing leave of Ihe: 
h^bxx. whereat he had stood for ten. years and letir© to thai 
quiet li&t of im natlya Oanael unless he: oould^iiBCt^}»mi» 
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c<Hiip7Otni80i and being evar readj to do aajihing to saVe 
and serve hlmselfy immediatelj proposed to change front 
entirely, abandoia his chromo antagonism and bear oper- 
ations, unite in a imovement for running Erie up as 
Harlem, Hudson Biver and Central had be^i run iip 
before, become the sTrom ally of his life-long rival and 
serve him in all his schemes, on the sole condiiian of 
being permitted to retain his position as director and 
treasurer of Erie. ^The Commodore was entirely dis- 
armed by this unexpected tender of the olive branch. 
He saw this would relieve many millions of dollars that 
else must be iised in getting and keeping control of Erie 
and ho knew that no other ally could serve him so welL 
Besides, there may have been a touch of the poetic in 
feeling recionciled to a foe after long years of warfare and 
mutual scars, and a natural affinity and preference for , 
.an/ ally as venerable as himself in years. At any i^ate, 
without the' slightest regard for the agreement made wi£h 
the. Eldridge party, he accepted the proposition at on^, 
and these tWo inveterate enemies, on the' eve of another 
fierce conflict, jstrudk hands over the altar of friendship, 
buiried the< past ai^ coalesced to serve each oih^, 
unmindful of pledges recenti:y made, reckless of the 
interests of great corporations entrusted to their care, 
indifferent to the rights of the (to them^ somewhat vague 
and inythical entity, the public; Beautiful is it to wit- 
. Hess in declining yeaxs siKih reoonc^atipns of the feuds ef 
a bng Ufei But the Mdridge par^ ware so siatgi^arly 
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lacddng^ iiiapi^reoiation and Iovb for the poelao that they 
were actually displeased and disposed to be indignant at 
being thus slighted and «hoo]c«iheir heads at the a^Baeting 
tableau mudi as the ml jone issaid 4o do at the sight of 
. holy waterJ Tbjdy eaUed upon- YanderbSt soon after 
: Brew had takeh.hift Jdaye> and wiien.he informed ikem, 
\ that h4 had dbanged his pian and decided npcm a course 
looking to the: pontinoance ia power of the rery main 
whose remoyal had formed the keystone of their unk>n, 
. they weve utterly astouaided, shouted for ike ligrbemeat 
: 9a Shylock for his bond, and signified their intention of 
takuig a very bellioose attitude m ease of any bad &ith 
"Irii^. them. Their suaye host mildly Kpiroposed an. ad- 
< joumment ofihe/interview to tho.xes^ncejcxf i&^. Drew. 
: This was agreed iipon, and a few hours later, ia tile 
'. evening . these derout spirits met Jbr- theii; third Sabbath- 
day sexriees. The Eldridge Action :i^tiU wearing AiYasy 
beUicose and xincomprbmising ^isag^' TanderMt oooUy 
proceeded bk their very presence to talk w:l1& Drew upim 
the course to be pursued to secure the utter defeat-bf <4he 
presuming youths and shut ihem wt oi 4ll powers ^attd 
inBoence in i^ control of ike imA. - The' Bosiboituuis 
well knew tiiat these tv^o powerf^ veteraiis working 
together cocdd luiTe things ehtiretjr ih^ir own wAy^-wK^- 
Qut the sl%hte8t dignity, and finding 'that they were 
only derisivdy laughed at wheii they suggested that 
-agreements and promuwi) wete of any biiiding force in 
•Jiu^matters|.and that th^ mast Bsaka anew tack or be 



Digitized 



by Google 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I'Pfaa^ped^^i^f 8pe^d% .4is^TUited firom: Jlieit liigh 
horse, adopted that discretion wliicbis il^e b^t^^patt of 
valor^ resorted to diplomacy . oncQ m^r^ and mauceuvred 
for a fusion -and harmpnfzing of all opposing intere^ 
and purposes.. The oo^ncil woa. prpl9nge4 &x into &e 
ni^ht and $nf%^;^ultedi,ii| a piroclapfiatipn ^f uiuTexsal 
anu^iestjf and i^pope^al f^^Srq^e to « 4f>gr9e of ^perfection 
that should s^^^^ ^venHorfuce Oj^eeley. When ih0 meet- 
ing broke np. and Uie. partly emerged £tom the mansion 
of the ** speciftlative 4"isi?!tpr " ii^ ;^. gray dawn of the 
xnp?nin^, all, was peac^^ ,^he ri^^ of jDami[eii> yester- 
di^y moTing intp po^itipn l^cr a #ero^ Jiiriangulav, battite had^ 
4ie4 Aw^J[ ih the harmony .of a magniin^pus tfip^F^t^e 
alliance. Once^ in, a compr^^^sing >nu^d>Jt: ba^^ bee^ 
foun^ .^^ite feajsi^^le to aris^i^e for a m^tuxid grinding: pfi 
§11 theii^ little a^e^ and l^t Wall St]:pet> the public. aQd^^e 
Erip Bailwa)r, bjeed fqr^all throe parties instead; o^onpu 
Ihrew was to b^ continijed in.lus-^psHion m IMridge 
was Jto go inj» the^ direction j^ ^jj^cf^e; its . Pflpai^enjlti: 
iho roa4: wjas to^ r|[^;i;n leqtgiae aofd ^ater?4<iy;iy>th/the. 
Yanderbilt.roadi pnd in acc9^c|^^ with 1^;| ^>7^^S|.^d 
givp hi?n 1^0 D^onogoly vji^ desff€4,oy9?.''Ifew J^S^k th^. 
coip^fation was to provide ihe^!I^()3tpn^ Hertford & ^r^. 
Qompany (o^ which Mr., Eldridge wasi: al^ jresident) 
with the, much di^ed I^^OOO^OQO ;.. there w^.to be a 
grand cojmbin^tion.to,rv^n.i^p the grice of Erip stock; and, 
Drew wa9 ,t9 be the .^ea)t fEUjtoAum of .aiLi;J^cso^Utt]^; 

«**^ li^/ i^M ^^^ ¥%M ^^ *Jr ¥% 3»S%RV 
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by judkAMis ttB^ ol'^ l^ihir ktd pAv&A in^HMSSitL 
iflcid#rit t© flife pOBitiofr. - ^ 

^ ^fi«)i«miiiigeta)96«t -^raa ^mii^e^ly bftttsflUstdl^ to HA 
ilkMe of the pa«H»d6^ M ^^U it miglit be, bttt tbe l&dridgid 
ttieki <fdve8lv# tkat its ^^beoutbiiitti^llred one unpleftsaBt di^ 
4Mttitaa0e fot theib. Offpt^sillott «e Dreir had been thexi^ 
Aiof Blook in tnd^ Ir6m fhe^ttoi Th^y had piofefifsed 
ttMijidT^s greatly fioaodalii^d »t Ml ^ondnet in abui^ing 
1^0 trast to fturtber hia pviviM' sdhemeft and speculate in 
the stock in cont<ftnpt of laTi^ iiagd ^Krtetff against the in- 
terested of tiM stookh^d^ifi. << Do#n ttdth the ^peeid^ti^ 
dfanes^i" was ttie mbtt6 &ey had insetibed on the& bkh- 
Mr to ^iHn &yor^ and upon thiff purpose ihey hod based 
their sj^edalckiitt tor conndecatidn ttiid suppbrt. ^The^f 
had not yet «equii:M the loft]rtx)ntenipt of theil^ Veteran 
e O i tfk teraftW'ibr the bpiiiion al^ est^etil of bbth public i^i 
ftiends provided they carried theii' pbint, and therelfore 
tOdsttniSif Mtti little squeamish at the thought 6t appear- 
ing before their friends Wiihistrch a suddbn Itbaudomnehi 
of ih^ diufte they hapd «o t<M^t^haihp!bhbd, tiiei^ mdig^^ 
ttHtibtt ittid'bfihttded inbrahsehse so iuexpfrc&bly^^otiapse^ 
akkd adlrbcatihi^ th^ t^leetioti of the maii whoiil they hkA 
00 iin8{>aringly deitotinc^ as unfit to be boiitinueid in 
power. They dreaded the Yepr^O^h of bad faith and 
tlreaehery which they fblt would be deseirvedfy charged 
upon them by their friendv and ibUOT^era. Out of regard: 
to^'tiiis mawlo^ sensibSity it wab^arranged that a ticket 
^im^m^ lipoid logoff tftidtdd Me inm it)> &(d tii^c^, 
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mm of Mmw wbo ifQjald, kinijyij vM^it^ipuii^^ 9^ 
tieetimi md theath^jronoMmng ditootaaii.iiic weboft^f Aft 
power given them io^ iU ^y T^fimtf^in jOmiy bowd* 
ipcraid cboosalbeir tafiUl^ ^lane 9e«%;iied bji.ti^ ANaim 
tetaen«^ ThU vonkl mro tfyeaiwoMi, ferJtinii Mttsilim 
ipariis Mid r^e a d^ thai wonldiflQiMMl tii^ '^ jokt'^ 
fimixrilMQyesof liieir fidbaadftliQiiMa^ loq^ttoi^ . ^n 
most fortuaaie chance,. iooij ibis pi^M. «l; jArai^egjF would 
havae an insidental loonmqfumm nol ia W des!|ne|j^.o&]lBg- 
kotod. .These oontiiaiLi(Bldffy.:aettoa8 would :|piodii0e y^ 
IniI flnetaalioBauLtfaeistqifk an elfciiaa dag^. which, thasa 
behind iha seeneaw€nld'knaw< how to turn to^go0d:a6> 
eoant With aU ipatten thus. nioilyr cat. aaddnadr-Aa 
pietiaeted maatiog in the house. e£ A% jistiagnishid 
Me&odisthrok^ up and ^ CUdeoi^a Ban^aaiM teth 
L theliaannon of peaoa wiih saiene otentMtancet;; 



Iha Jarait ict in the^jsegBUomei thus setfM upo^ was 
Auihftil^carri^Qi^ IhaalaedoncaitiaJ^jttMltitanaiia 
laaehing ^aU Stnet thai thagaeat Jeader fif a» he^ 
Wen doiJMited and dimaajatof hia foti^ opraaA a. pani0 
aaMag^cflua.ifaBafweni and vSrier bounded lapwoai* Xwsi^ 
hours later came the newtf that Mr. Underwood 1^ 9>ft- 
l^gnad hia ]^aaa aa/diaraetor, aad ttiat I^tanasr* had llpen 
chosen to fill the iracanfjand was reAostiitad in hj^i <4^ 
^ac^. This acted like magic on tha be^ribisigadcw wis^ 
histantl J became aiwmdatii again, and £na ieUm qitj^^ 
aeiihM i&mu . PMire wjm a.di^faieiwt4lf M:f« Mlle^bl 
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krg^ to yi^ a not itt0fiit(» those wbo Icttew b^tehtad 
ho# tii!t»^'wfe^d w^e to Jbe Cp6»«ted^«i&d thiu: weiie 4ttaMed 
to^i«a^ ttroliat^eatil inj^ singW^y.* 
' ^e qstirdog^^coartto tif ^'tjiii^g^ dn^ ^eleetidn di^ pimded 
amdi^eoiBfiig^'^o|>€ff«lM9 fl^ l)MikeRrB^ utterly but thd 
mj^ri<nui4feiev^«DBieot*«m8 6€^f^^ in the sweepuog 
tfd^^f Wiffl 9ti^t'Aiid^ Biie^eUied ^doltn^for a oabo. of i 
&w we^i^4ttefiiiung^qiiiU>'^teadj:ai:ab^ ^ . 

. ikBiioi%*ii|e iieivi ^ir^otPPiiciMpwi: at Willis eieetioii WBxi 
ttij CtoiAdT|uia; <3^amiei^ Fi^^ J^^^ met for. thei ficsi 
ti»tat; JhbrpisiUminftTylineetiiig jpf tijeioeeir board. Mrl 
S'kk'Baje thei'date of this e]lBGlkicm^i»wdl fixed in hii 
mdioiin^ beeoutfer it :6eiiatitBt6B axitH.^isdde/" in' his life^ 
Bedol;^ hie gsey haiie &ofii that daj^ andi-Bajre he sair 
iBoee xobbei)r^d;^UAgtthki]^xt.yeir ihan hi hiidjevexiiseeli 
befbse iiiAlds^:v^le:Jile->--a/6tateii|ettl tiiati.isaU <iBeeiT^ 
lendy ewteneaic Bvt il i»ami|sai^ io. note;> tha^ ihia date 
irtyeh iipBO^iiiielft^ttiarked m* hiis miemoiT: he testified til 
W tbe i3lliMif ^fctoberwi^ei^ it^iks Stk 

Be hae aik&md: he had iiot beenda^offios fifteen xtiuuiiM 
b«^re Itir iqificU' apt hb 'sdnd-theMwae geuig:L:tGi be 

^^The^xet'Qot^of tbe-pcegraiBxiiehad beea; sitccefisfiftlljr 
p^ribrtned alKd ':^ was now .tune for -ihe next.- In 
puTBttanee'ief tbe agreement to mn ihe^etoeknp, a.kiEgf 
^peieii" was formed tiie laeio£][^vemberiorea]rlx:pailQf 
Po to rib ^ja^d BfenRRie^left^4ii ^duu^e of^^theLfiiisdte 
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^ngqiew ihe .movement JBosidee their ixmtnbtttions to 
the pool many of the confederates mada liyrge ^ui;elMi«e|| 
Oxi.tb€dr own . private. a(wuii:ts, looking, tc^ a. rApid,.|iBe. 
The |u;iceB did^ot make rapid leapS; upward at^roiipe but 
fluctuate^.twptor fliree.per cent "forward axMd back," 
rather njysipjiotidy for four ^r five weiekp; . The .membwrf 
of the pool who had made outside inye^toieiit^T be^ 
svrpnaed th$Lt the stookiell back beayily after each ad- 
yanpe iiptsteiid of rising uniformly and rapidly 93 lantici^ 
patody !e|>pUe^ to Drew for informatioa and advic^ ; bi^ 
he,^n hia childlike innocence and simplicity,; fieeBl^d^w»^ 
confused and puzzled, th^m any of the rest and ,^tt<atrly at 41^ 
loss to account for Ijhtii strange manni^r in whi^ll ti^ 
stock CKft^d, y^t feU aure it youhi soon mo¥0. reiguladj 
under theiji purchases. Wiih this .assurance irom Hxeix, 
sagacious chief they madieuatill £i?Lrther -pmvate purchases, 
soma of them even borrowing some of the pqgl monej 
firom Drew to put up as. a margin and in additioA weoi 
^' long '' eztensirefy- Th^ were confident the -looked-&^ 
bonud upward mu^t come s<)pn, began to count thehous^' 
ere ft^eir . Ibrtunes would be reckoned, in miUionsi and 
were jL^^^k^ forming mai^y : little plans imd dreams to bo 
exe^^ited when they came in possessipn. They continued 
Iheir purchases while the stock rose four, fi.^ or sb^ per 
cent, and then, tQ, .their utter amazement, it dropj^ 
heavily bock to the starting point and was plenty to all 
pu^ha^. They now became alarmed^ for their ;^' long ** 
yutrftctf^ were neaar muturiiy and but a few days 
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The day oit iddi^ 1M» decBne e<Mun«di Wa^ ^oe of tlioBer 
Aajs at the elose^ «f wliieh epcibators «nd brokers kie too* 
exeife^ aad anxiens to go home. In fh^ ^Y^aStigy ^& 
Itfth AyeBiie^ Hatel presented tile appettrande ^f am 
Adjoizni^d ttieetiDg of tiie Stock SxeBa&g^, &«" HUbxt &&lls^ 
cottidors asd ptiB& tboisis being -ffiroxiged irifli tl^ Aa2(- 
f^9 ^ Wall Street^ iXL es^eitfid' aiid vtterl j coAfbnnd^ o^er 
Ifte coiirfie'of i&rie tbai day. Staaifing l^y tiie grand stait-^ 
ease wa» an. old gentieman wi& iet peetdidrfy ivKin&led fabc^ 
ind bro*vr, 'wii& an e^tession of &e mogt arliess sitao^G^tj^ 
tpoxi iis conntenaiieo as ho6nrve3r^'t3io scene dibttnct 
hitti and T^atAed tbe writfiiogs ef the^ btiBs lrit& ibut^- 
tffBoiMtyf utterly unable to cemprebend i3x& mcfaning o^ 
tt^ fiitnation. A proniment ferditet approoQ&ed Hbn mdl 
agia,^«^Woll, Mr, Di^ir, iiBrfegoingto Mf ^ ••'Ofliei* 
Mbi fldnk so, but I ttak% gite yoit no ^pints' ii'J^'* 
#a8 ther reply of ihe old genfleman of d]yM&I:o Mnoecbce- 
tfnd £e edntixmed fii^ c&intex'^isfed euftey ef iKo deenCf. 

Senewed ftp^licatil6nis of file m^nibeni ef tfie peol'tb* 
Mr. Dfetr &r light on Ihe sub^e^ were E&e iktifrbiio get 
blood out of a tumip,^ so bfisfifully igiioTdht wfts h^ iilAeo* 
f^^inz-like were hie responses. They then eommenceti 
making xnyestigations through, their brokeib, endeaTozing;^ 
to truce the stock furnished them to ihe source cif supply.. 
Their efforts had not been exerted long in this £rec^oi:k 
#hen they were suddenly stricken w3!h homnr— fli^ medl 
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mffififa^g ^( ^Iffr^m bonrors, /Their ^ood irim xJ^lei, 
4x^ld jpe]39;piaftioxr^4^;lie¥e4 ^ii :ihiek ^QW« and a -ilxemoir 

jne^l ^Juo^gh liua ^^mii§ t»?o^9« -^Tbe. ^iith 4aw&ed 
4jy^ %ax^ T!!^ hsA ^/^ ^et]3^^ apd 490I4 oiU l^j 
#9^r ^ni^cl^a^^^az^ aA^l<^sf{ ^^Ji^u^^d^ w1%es«e t^jr had 
'^y^v^fiM^vg^Pft i^Uof im%dr6d«^^<m9aBd£, t^bo qqhUI 
3(Qm^4in^afftt^ w^ d«pB<ify4mdstrea#beiy ? Who <H^uId 
^AY^ 4)4^^ t^ ^ mut fi^9<raa ^ho]]y indebted tQ 
ibe fp«(d |»r .a TQcoBiiai^ tease •of ^ower, wh<^ b^d been 
:«b]« to4na]i^^tefli;9i9'<>iMjr bj-i^remii^g i(» ym ^ffort^ with 
-the jh^if^i^^b lor ^ oioi^ irho bad bee^ e^itrueted b^ 
iba p^ i«^ Ibe 3p<^ iimd «t(^ ^i^wage tbeir <^bull " 
dno^eoii&iBt, wba %ad been ^eo&fided in %!|r members oi the 
2)Qa| Sor ^^dvioei aad^s^b^ Jiad lkb»d]^ louiipd them some of 
'ibe pe^faoq^te^^^pen^'witb priratdtjr — who could have 
l)elie«^d tthf;* ^i» ^man <Qrcmld 4eeewe and dupe them? 
wic<3saafe itbeia «e tpeaebezons]^ while aGstin|; as tbeir 
i^vuft^ a|^ a^ 4(;)ueff That ^wa^ what I)aniel Drew had 
409a. IS« ^a4:^,^^2theibear ai^d 4nped bi9 auiest inti* 
m§J^ 4UMe!eiat^.^fi« lm% ii^^ "^ dia^e wa9 ebronie, ^ 
'^'s(^eei4, ?n#twe^ «frith luqa, and ^ 'WeiaJf aowes of the 
(K^*«fld||ifMl'eoi4d4a9«ao9e resist the tempi(;etiem 4»f euch 
;an unppeeedented o^p^it^aify lor dnpisg a £aye tot of con- 
$^f^0r^il^ ailtO^ «^b A comieal 4nok 4ipon tho trust 
«f9a##4 ja bi^ and a^^g bis normal chara^er of bear 
iliMlpitft ><^ ,pl04i|a9 'ai^id ob%atiQns, tbai^ wat^ oan hxAjf 



Digitized 



by Google 



72 TAi!ri>iBSiLT Boxrsm 

mnmng down MI or sparks can resist Sjing upward. 
Wlien Erie was low he laid in a large stock. When it rose 
he kindly fornished his friends^ with money to^ buy with 
and then, one good turn deserving a;nothifer, he' had kindly 
supplied stock for them to buy. He loaded Ihe market 
ttB the price fell and ^en he' bought again, sending^ the 
market up, when onq^e more his fridndsr borrowed money 
of him to buy his own stock. And tiius while Erie had 
acted in' a manner that puzzled and surprised not otily the 
general dealers but even those wico ihou^t &ey knew all 
about it, the wily old man had been manipufoiii^ these 
moderate turns, duping his ^ends and making large 
profits for the pool in gene^ and Imnjsielf in particular. * 

As soon as these &cts became known; a nieeting of the 
pool was held at whifjh the comical- Drew coolly and 
aid soothingly announced Ihat the pooFhdd^inade a hand^ 
some sTtm and proceeded to divide the spoil.* The grim 
humor of this situation has but few paralleb and wifl be 
Ailly appreciated by all the world now, though- the hu- 
mdrous side of it was not at the time at aUr^ypktfetot-t© 
the members of Ae"p6o^ elcep^ perhaps, Ksk and Gkrc^. 
These gentfemen hare a^ery lively sense of the hnini^^^^, 
tod as they were too sharp to get caught, and p^^bttllly 
eveii profited by tho proceeding, it-is mo^re thanMkely%hat 
they appreciated the poisition rnall its phases. ^ - - 

Kie wrath of Yknderbilt knew no boimds and ^a 
BometMng inspiring, t0^behold,rlike- the fury -of a mighty 
■torm. -^ It was nbrt that he had been duped. It vras not 
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al Drew^s ingvatitade and duplicity. It was not iliat Tm 
Ccieods ha4 been vietimised, pledges bpokea 4ind his aiou 
i2MmeaUui]j tltwurted. It was at himself for allowing it 
to be possible to be caught at all, for putting himself in 
the power of any man» for falling so unsuspectiDglj and 
unguardedly into th% trap of 4zis inveterate foe. His 
motto isy "Never put itin any man's ppvor to ruin you." 
He was not ruined. nor seriously harmed, but he had 
infringed the rule of his life and been caught nappiog for 
once by his enemy under the most irritating circum- 
stances. Drew chuckled, looked innocent ^is a babe and 
felt many an old score wiped , out Fisk and Gould 
chuckled, thought it a huge joke and carefully treasured 
the moral ther0o£ : . . : * 

Yanderbilt was now determined that Erie should come 
under his power, — absolutely and beyond the will of any 
nyin jor^body of men to sa^yhim nay. He first submitted 
toihe directors ^rtain propositions expressing his desire 
as to the management of the road, and the rejection pf 
these by the board showing him that he Was not supreme 
ruler but had been duped all round, he drew himself up 
in all the majes^-of hi^ mighty, power and resolved to 
majce Srie his by main Ibrce, a$ he had done with the 
iOcQieis. .-A new pool was immediately formed to do what 
the first one had fEiiled to do. For reasons not necessary 
tO'. mention, Daniel Drew wn.s not a member of this pool, 
^y Qould, howeyor, was.. jAll these scenes clw^god 
rapidly, noiselessly, and by unseen forces, and Erie had 
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Wtstatelf fiaiiMi \kttk tftd«r ihim*9 hM "fSti^^uS^ itip^ 
ki* liiMi& wbw it trheribd mod tlitA v^ fMsif ^0 %^9& 
vxkder tb^ i&spirtrtim of flMr se^ eom^iittkob iMI Tiiti'^ 

fonnd l>T^o]b«iii^ mbte tiMm «t^ Iby Ai& )|ieMv ttttet^^M^ 
imd isexpEtalbl^ n wve niei it BHeir, mtUr li»ft lo^ ife iSriy 
cold, im» Mi tisagMt Ih^ pphn^ ^ eioKQ&e kaloeiefteie^ 
knd sxiupiidtj,^ imd^ cteependei&i^ m» iiswi^ bttt-^^^Ae to 

bounds &tsf^ -Gem e cfo A m M otif whid^ ht latew Kid l^tt 
formed ttgiuttstMn^ denote &» l^itfor ejcftetfle^te t^ htiM 
had it! goifi^ slkoirt when Taifedei^Qt wte eppeseiF tib^ Mm^ 
Ilk eoQTBe BeeiDnd 8tra^;i», Teel;W» «b^ rsshiftg mpbi^ 
Belf-destruetioB, ae Tiewed By themuRitiwfei hatUbe tras^ 
GbikiModore was ^vick to* lead iUf ugAtfleanee aiad 46K 

^e law of the Static forbaSi&BSij xncteatBe d tbe ^ital 
stock of any lailroad hy » directf iMue of Aew abntM^ 
But 

and I>re Vs getiius had derisecl u reetty mSL elKj way of 
getting round ihie HHle difl^eollty. The ^nrler of Ihe 
company does anthoruse the directors to xMvfo HotA h( 
the corporation for rarions pttrposes in the ioioKLgeiaiMt 
of the road, and these bonds may he made cd n t e t ti bte^ 
into capital stock at the option of the holder. - TTho 
directors were only too^lad to issue l)6nds in any atncmnt 
whenever diey could find any one to take %em, and 
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ff^^ hemg ikftQiedifltely cwvartod into ^bures of capital 
Atoe^Ciat ,tb(9 4oiBE«2id of ^tbe ptuxskasor, Mr. Drew gpuo^ 
jf^U^ n^aod hia bat«;t the HX>Web restraintof statutes aa4 
l^i^Qcaeded/on jtus coa,rse. The pxiaciple is <}iute simple. 
j4,#t|p.4hix:^-8iiz isdies |oi^ beiiiig fQrt>i<idexi, the space 
la divided into twe steps of oighteea iaclras easch and 



^t was bj this si^le maSbin&tjf fhea nsed for this firsit 
!tti9% tMit >3^« Drew px^videid himself with sopie $8,000 
<tiii||resiof ia(^^i£23e.$toQk ia the t^vrUigof 1866. In that 
imiSbaf»oe,4M>^ev^^ it yn^s placed with him onlj as coUat- 
les^L-j^^fs^tiy for a Iqw to ik^ oorporation, the directors 
«9t tfosg^fi^agf it was ito be; pu^ |apo& tha marj^t. Qe 
fAQi^^r^l^sAtlpade vfi(d of it in his famous befur campaigpi 
^f HIm^ ftP*jpg ^^li had thereby laid himself liable to legal 
gpoceediags «avid hea^;4amages. He had been left im- 
jdist^she4l however, and acft^ having sent the stock down 
^roin.95 ^ 50 under the ataggerii^g load of new shares, 
he bought his ooUateral Iback i^gain at the Iowot %ure 
4I«^ h^ i;^ in 'eservie fyv o/py neiw om^irgexxoy. 

"^j % j^weiD!^ atapJiJ^ it yma pXm permitted to & n^ln^ 
ttOfisfti^itp pwfi b$«4a in plaee of those of any road und^ 
^i§m^ ,4p It ^^v^iliog thei^selvea of the door thus i^- 
-iNi99V9BytJor ,<ip^ aud someof his fellow directors 

hadiPipehsH^ the Bn£yo, Bradford and FittAuzg Bail- 
jagfid. It was a worthless road and was bought loir 
||S5Q|000. Imznediately after purchasing it thcgr :issii^ 
Ji^^l^ filL.^ts r^m^ to the amount joi $2,000,000, than 
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letfs^ it, tims ibufdened, to Erie-^f. e., in their ptf^rate 
(^ctcitf they leased: it to themselves kts d^-ectotis- of Bfefe — 
on stich fttvorable terms that they, as individuals,' made an 
annual profit of $140,0(KI by the tftnsactibn.' ^ Brio bonds 
•were then issued &i place oft-ftose of ihe leased ^jid laid 
immediately converted into stodiii . ^ . f : 

With his 68,000 shares of " collateral '^-Bejt^ to fee 
launched' upon the inatiet any instant] idththelshares 
into which the $2,000,009 of boflds Of thfe Wa'sed road h^ 
"been converted, ready f^ use whenever the kndtrket was high 
enough; and wilh the simple mat^iinery of tho'twauidim. 
ited sbtfrces of supply easSy put in^mo^oh at :any momfeUt 
to turn -btrt ^ny desired icmount cf£ stock, ^w«*t migttt Mi'. 
^>rew lucklessly" go short in Ene whefl it ifcdbd'^Soni^ where 
*ttbbve 70; and contiiiue^o look despondent, ^^•^ih a smile 
that was'child-like and bland." HoweverlAsh and stiicid^ 
his course might seem tb WafH'Streeti he 'innocen€y feit 
confident that he could oblige the' greedy Comm6doro''#ith 
as inudh Erie as he woidd take; - ' - ' ' ' 

Vanderbiit understbdd" perfecfiy Veil '^ihis Mind^tJOaS- 
•dencti that went shorfi so' boldly, tuiterrifiied eflJifeir by his 
coDibinatibn, his wrath, or hid ms? powdr, and "he was Aot 
' ktidh a chicken adr to pUt his f66t in tile tra^-of his ^nefi&ies 
'again. He beihought himself df * malkiSiiaiy breala&ig 
BOiitet)Fthe Bma;ll wheels iii Mr. Drte^^s iitfiomachfti€(s, 
dogging theiii" up/^iihi'owihg^ them out of gear so-4J^ 
irould not woitp ttnd absolutely spoiling the poor aid 
man's' pet plaything so fondly constructed- to funuse Mei^ 
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:f#^>^:^ .^S dttU lioiiry. ^d t]^f)|ef«rer ^r4^^ «^: h#It 

^upon^iA .1^7 tbd cart-loud. T^beii k^^ )^4 :Hfi(^ it to a 

. . ]^t WW pofit iho jo^dlp pf Jimim^ l§()8^' HFJien 
n^^?'^ tre^cJji^Qzy^ leaked out^d iha pooli aiid;.yjip4^l)iflt 
jJl^^.foAUid t]}j^fi[)8ely)9s fold.. Tli?ORW0e)£a |^ip^i9^ jUi 
^ ^ xeaircmge^iit oCrvure% W^^^W.l^P^ 9^ ^Qi^mng 
ik^ n^xr^^batile ^ef. Tli^j 1^, be^ thxee we^ 4ft that 
_^kjporte?^i9;ijs cf^ th^.Jif^ifal^ tjie cowiftgc^a nifgji^ 
8tpjpir,jP!h<^;,17^ ;Of Pe^wruary V^qrbi^ fi»ftd,tl|fe 
op^^iflf.^,g^ t.JEt ^ap. 1^ injqnctiox^ from JvAq^ fifiovge 
,Q. J^a5iftr^^.j5^%^up; tJid.^APOQ shaxg^of ^^ock |i^J4,l}y 
Drew as collateral so effectually that they coul^npt bf[ put 
'jjgpfi l^-jiiij^ke^ 5?^p.j4^ys later cama a j^^cond p?der 
J^j^^^^gQ;p^ |udgp BU^ppw^ingf Drew from the office of 
^treaai^^^ aqd dxTQctor au4 ordering him, to appear on 
.Ae Ifitlf/of Mai«h-^n<t ^hov; c^^e why he ^boifld not 
^ |H^7inanently ]:eK^OT^d from thkO. direction of the Sria 
JE^way. Dr^if was i|he leading .^ipt ajpid gr^jat la^h- 
enemy. jix^d,^ V^ ielti}ifit yijli^: Wn^ ^* ^f ^^ W^J.^^ 
l^ ha^dUj e^tq^ tied, all wcju^d^be well The $^000 
^area, which ^e he^ji^ having been tipd up \^j tho iiyunc- 
^op of,t^ 17th^ 1^4aduced thq board of. directors to pa^ 
9k^xe9ol}^tiovL to^i^sue .610,000,000 pf new bonds to supjjy 
yjijk)i}8 nqeds o^ the road^ j^Thesfi were^ of cpiw^e.cQa- 
vert^^. igto jjia^^^ ep for % M,Qqg shf^ 
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8fiip^£Bg DreN^ £t^ni dOfee, iMtd bitelL^WeA^ tad"W&8 
of course kept a dead secret to all but i&e ffiMixM'bc^- 
id6t»ecl^ iio ^mi^yfi ^ % tMuMig Wyi ^€^e^ or 

%i>r$ved^U #a9 4<^6i£^d "with ^ ftiAite iiidfb 'cbSKEBkelSdk 
%ll^ ^OtM eV^iuQ^d'dM ^ di% 

ill t^'I^^l. m a^t^^kiM ^a 8aid,'''!Fitb''6i^7;^^ 
:;^«^ iiijtoMoii^ Mt. ^miHAi Fife 1*WaJr ! 314 iii- 

. "iibctotinaii^ke tub bab %oityng to W 4biii ^he'^W?' 
EUSc^^ iGK>tild exchange iriliBt, diiicl^ i^HASst^i^ 
^b^i&bhtith^^'^^Wkat jblly lipdrt tb ste tfabsb'dld lyud^ 
bittii^^!^ . . : r 

or ^hte new dmies thus ii^ed, ihe^ todk' 5&,i(}00 iii£l 
JjtoW^ Fiat, Jl-., 50,0*0; ih^w initci6aftt6fy dMded fiis 
intdHsiiiiall lots', ^phc^ '^i^M. ^here tiii^y ^tild Hie \t^ iJt 
a trrbaitof s toiSce audited defvielb^nittite. I^Iiek Uib 
^Ne6 injuntetiohs bad beeii i^ei^V^ Va^frd^bUt reg^o^rOed tbb 
hriiidffbf ©1^ tied bey^^ the tw)'^^^ Vf doing firth^ 
Wm 'ittfl therefore gaVe brScW iot VtA ^otfl "aifl hft 
brokdirs t6 moVe folHvb.td'' in the puiwiolje tn Brie. The 

, dtdbr%a» obeyed with ala;(ir%aitdth6gr«l^ 
^Ws ISist gaihirig ^ssession of the covbt6d poW^r. Uib 
Miy^k'was very fUitive, ihe chief fbattire 6f the 6t)^(6t and 
Iftte^piftje tdnd6d nj^aird. ' Drbtr thbti^h^ it tuufe ibpdtHe 
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shof^. JPohinaary 29ft Brie VM, «el}^ w Jhe ni9ni?i;^f 
at 68f imd the demand for it, vas 8,t]ro|^j|f, .Drew gc^ve 
orderA to his brokers, ampujg^ whom th^. 50^000 shares 
had beei^ dlstril^utod kt sspi^U lots, to sell, and tiie whQle 
loftd was 4lii»J>^d upqn the hjsi^ mnA ef^e;rly swaUo^red 
hj them before- Ijhe^ were«w^?:e of i^ sq^e. §009 fh^ 
r^mor that there had bee^ a l«ifge i^^Hft Pi^; A^w stock 
spre^ Uko v^dfire, striking terror iptp tl^e, buUs^ ^^4 in 
a few minutes Erie^ reeled and tU9il^led to 6^^. 4 howl. of 
delight went up from th© beairq wd nearly ^very qnct was 
expecting to ^e it f?^l tp^.^Oj vhen it as,fl^fl4p^7 -yeheeled 
i^l^aili and ^ot bapk to 73. like a ^pi^at genei^ stem- 
ming a piEinic amo^g his men f^id tun^iiig a^P^ ^to 
Tictoijr, YimderbUt commaBded hfs b;rpkexs ^0 «tan^ £urm 
and buj every share of Erie stocjc p^red. Sametiiing 
li)Le $5,000,000 w«rth of j^ WW Jp^ed ^pon ,him that day, 
but he stood launder it all without the slighteat, s^ of 
being heavy laden, holding it with pa&e and eTen aending 
the price up ! The little bears were all scooped up in hiis 
net and the neryes of eve^ their gre^t }eader hunself werc^ 
lK>niewhat unsettled by this manifestation of trtoendous 
^wer and determination. Drew had now flung upon the 
l^rket^aU the stock he could command, and yet the price 
had gpne.|^p,and left him with lai;^ short contacts un- 
c^rered. On the 3d of March his nerves received a fur- 
ther shock, fpr on tbat day, at the instance qf Yanderl^ilt, 
Judge Bayard fulminated his l;bii4 injupctipn, thi^ tkkie 
/Lot against Drew alone but agaiuit 43iG-whpk body of ^Sri^ 
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80 i'dbtiirtiiBiiar, 

dirediors; peremptotiljr forbidding fheijr Isstiing 6r nsmj^'^ 
any stock of &6 company in addition to the 251,05^^ 
shares outstanding at the last annual report. As 50J000 ' 
new shares were already on tte market and they had got 
Vanderfcilt's money therefor, Hx^y could not restrain a 
slight smile at the Judge ancL liis patron for thisihjuno-' 
tion. But Drew could not joik in this smile at all. He^ 
could tliink of liotting but "item sborts'^and was alanned* 
lest this last move had placed him in Vanderbilfs poWer 
once more* Nor did any of fheinlong indulge* in humor 
over the comical phase of this last move, but they seri- 
ously addressed themselves to the problei^ of breakii^ 
the cordon that was giitherlng around them. *' 

A week 'wore on.' "VWnderbilt pushed Erie' steadil/ 
up^ard^and itnowitdod^at TS: During these daj-s th# 
directors'came 'W the conclusion that** two cian play at 
that game *^ of injunction^. The 10th was the day on 
which Drew had got to apj^ear befbfe Judge Barnard and 
show cause why he should not be turned but of Erie. He 
knew that the crisi^ of the whole sltuatibn must culminate 
on that day. Bit on the morning of the dth. the directors 
quietly woit over to ^Brooklyn, and upon affidavits stating 
that'a conspracy had been eiitered into to injure tte Erfe 
Railway ^^nd speculate in its stbck, and thai Judge Bar- 
nard himself was interested in it and%as Using the' powBt 
of fiis CbuH to help it bn, an injunctibn was obtained' frdni 
Judge Gilbert stiyin^ proceedings in all the suits ths* 
iiad been instituted, Judge Barnard being included in th^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lt%atefal,'"arfa^6iffeiwg^^W^ to proceed in'ih^ 

manage^iif of^W^ toad fi^iidely W ff no suit had Beei 
instituted. THfe ";^^d ' inatters id a very inter estiiig 
posftfoii. Gif "brie- Iiand Tu%d BscrrtarA'Iiad fotbMd^ii 
certafii things to be done ancT therefore il the dire6tors 
proceeded that llinctiohatj^ would "visii them- Tnth Tiia 
mighty tengeanoiei for donteinpt of his Court; dn the other 
hand Was the order of' JudgB Gilbert directing them to 
move forward in those' sktrie inattetisi bo if th^y stood Bifll 
they wete equally liable*^ lij be punished by Eini for oon- 
tenipt of his Court I)rew, being a dtiVout Mdttodist, 
probably never plays card^ and so had most likely never 
lieard ^bf Hoyle^S ftunottS nfiiiiA, **When j^ou are in 
doubt, take the trick;** but he had seen quite enough ot 
Ifi^w inliis long life to knbW that a prisoner is always enti- 
tfe<i"to tfie benefit of any doubt, and Judge Barnard Was the 
man ihe teri^i^ of whose j)roces8 for contempt It was de- 
cided to brave. In this position the opposing forces rested 
on tfeeiif drtns "facing each other the last night before the 
great decisive 1[)attle, knowing that on' the moiro^ wdiild 
come tbe final Crisis of the campaign a^^d that before the 
Btin set again tlie laurels "would be awarded to bull or 
bear, Vahderbilt or 6re^. ^' 

It ha3^1^eeri a case of " love at sight ^ between Fisk 
itnd Gould. They recogiiiied at once the' elements ot 
6treng& wt'teh their union would have and hiid been 
put&n^the^' heads together through all these nibiiths i6 
improve any opportunity that might arise. Gould hai 
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^:»tai]iedfl]» opnfidenM of Ya^AUtjilllilttixii^J^ 
now 00.^ proflumed ^tpfJjL tl^ eon^dc^iGf at to «pss^ 
to YftX)4d]:})ilt ^<^ a$ ;di0 dfiij waf to,be .oi|9 of much 0X- 
citeoMxit ia theOourtaih/^boiirsiOUg^t ta^e a4Ta|ifa|p of 
' it to ie^TMM ^rie and ititroi^cl :Afre|bro b^ aAvif^Je fpr 
Jbe OonqiinpdQi* to giTe Im# bipj^cmr ^^era^ > siw^w #^ 
mact^^ Yandei^bUt 9aw t)^ propriety of ^ m'^ 
aoggestpd. Oquld th^ei^ P^^ ^^^ ]Ehr^'a ^f&rrq^,!^/ 
^nuaonsljr liiBtixig tha)^ Fiak waa aetiiig la )it^jpfep}ia?e» 
might not pat h^ 50|0pP al^i^Ba i;qpMi thf imi^<et ai^ 
all» and if he d^d nat Jap^erpt voold t^i|^ und J&ns 
^htgfi io^SiO or Jb^hevaa Pjarleoj^ f^ !|^ ^ati7 
jbdmaed the j^ld nan'a.i4i9if^ %acli luf w^ ^^s hega^ 
itp jfew^We had^y.. 
^ !fhe mp^ing of ij^o 10& d^iji^a*. Tap4«fVUt g«^n W 
nnlimit^ prde? to vrnfm the mwrfe^.then ittfiipdip^ al 
79. Dieff torutiinized Fiflk*^ actipns i^l4 few4 iPiwy 4J^ 
look duhlouq^ as Qould said- 9e m^a feiz^i ynfii ja^ fei^r 
that ha ^ma goiiig to he duped in the he^ae of hHi&>enda 
aa Jie had diiped ptherst and imme4iatelj aent pr^ei^a for 
his brc^ew.tp ht^JPrie to cove^ his shprta.. T^u^ was th? 
nxoment Jwk was waitii^ fp^. ^^ 50^09 rfwtres w^ 
immediately distributed among Qtg^E^arp^s hx^he^.^i im^ 
k^ta and ord^ra g^en to sell wji^n the word cfu|ae. The 
«tock board met at 10 o'clopkf a{i4 the street was alfo^j 
i7emuk>.U9 yri^ ner^ua excitement. T^e prp^d^g^ofSi; 
cpr cPifunence^ ^calli^.thiEt liafe of jstppka -^dl ,aj|^ j«rp,fQ 
pleased, ^uicklj with scareejyi^y^^deayi^js or^bjd^.jjt^ll he 
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thb tU^ld J ^a^Md Isrowd of Ixrokevt bbu&Q^ed as tf a miaa 
UA )>b6ii 'f^^iNi^ beoiw&ih the^ Tkmr wM jeUa a^x^t 
^ iBfir of HvB lltirg^ room as kad hoi.bojBti. 4oae for inaB^ 
alAng^d^. 93iey iSiovtedtifl Aair fiicQff were ba red aa 
dMioi^^ eMx tqrii% to xnaker hin^^ heard aboyo ^ 
i^l^ igOBtkJidat^4raiitica% to die Utmost e^ft^ of their 
l^iyiri^l p^m. it Mihied more like ft Miad*house filM 
^iUi taHf^l WibiMMi^ suddenly ireleaisied frim oQiwtn^t 
fiian%^tt<^li%^riitioMd*jbeiiig8. iBHe'obacged handa 
Iby 1hi9 fi^aiid ^t^ Ibottoaiid ^Aiarea pUti mfm^ Ti^ 
l^attto li^gbd'ttill^ oiiiuiies e)ad the itopli: wa# 

<^Miijjf kt «§,%]»M Ifae fxmding i^cer •lamou&ioad jOj^ 
^d^alii^ ^ BHe^^dAxit aease^ahd oalled: the >»ext stook 09 
lltblist^ iMtWfi^ 4faeivi^bdd{f bow. bolted &om the 
'^ooxn'^i^ pc^itred dovm the hmgp, laage ataiircate into Hxb 
ntt^t &s!b k wad a Wo e piBg i<»rexi'^ leavii^g the vice^pre^- 
idi^iit to g6/1^i%h iheib8liimtii9)r of jealU^ &e list to the 
i^ to iln'f^j^l^^rebm.' On fiie atzecTt the battle waa £09- 
tihiied^^kd r^d^ still greatoir dite^tder, ^bA of Yan- 
^Jteibit^aVrokerfr forming tixe 'centre of wa eddying circle 
4i &^%hiM ^Ubrlf^I abd qnidOy fcatobing s^ all ofie^ 
^ %gll, While BMW^ "irien iridre eqnaUy busy and eager 
'bbv^tib^ %U A6^. The atrngg^ iras kept up with 
uiiab^ted ilufy tHi 4»D<6n' whdn Erioi under the combined 
t>ii!rch^es of Vwaderbilt and Drew, toi4<jhed i83.. Eislf^'s 
"fiieintibw revived <their Woitd and flubg his 5p|000 s^xes. 
^^iR^M mMb^ xifkm helfs^ JH^^w^snatph f«it jpenniea 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



5attTe raged <^ fiU'diose who liiutporch&Md -got ftcbaoc^ 
to g^dnce- iitik&«hiM» that had been rd^e^ to thei|L. 
It THIS thefi fluddiniljr diaeoTeced.dJiMt lafg^ qaaatiti^.of 

SPlsk^'Jr.y hsEd beetfr pat upiauirtlM fitrea^1^,d£Qr»o:l9> 

stanUj and Kke'^^riidfireii painii jfftA'illSrefi^^: 

Wall Stt«et ne(re^'.0V6n.imcype^/tiuia ^Ise.w^^ire, ro^aoi^ 

gsiher^Tdliimo ai tiwjr £7, and xmnor m^ «ooii;^adit 

tiiat ^imr 0t6ek hkd been dunped mpmi. jlif^.^trj^ i^ 

^udimited qMntl^ft ^Bie^Bho^ W9ii. like;. the. woi^j){ 

^iitfgft. TW actios of tiuMe who had gobbled doT^ %e 

^ix^ istoek' nnMLdpecrOng]^ now zoaei^lM the eoqjtcortifmt 

M a goose ' that Uafl unallowed -a pi^c^f <^. r^-bpt^^]:qii 

^stdken icft cOrtf/^^Tbair reicfassgaand^trsfit^on^^ 

dffoft to dis^Mfg^ ''((rwpt a rare mistwrb «f -t}^ q^^io.and 

paiiiftll lo^beBl>Id. i^ w«re c^ag^rta^esp^ t^indlgssst- 

4ble, bamin^' ibteign matter firdm ftl^ir i9$w%>^d jtold 

to* the fifst matt^ -whi^ would buy. Tb^ pwHc jjxtpnd^ 

ereii -to -Vaiiderblltffr ailiesi -Tlw mei^ who; werQ con- 

C6xteedtnt3i: him ih, thanew- {fool and i^ho-^^ia^dfr^i^^ 

otttMdeii^f^atiii^nts under. their. i^Q€one|^t4orx^^E^ ^ 

bec£mO*tittOTiy demopaliaed'by -%) n^ors .%^5 "5^^ 

• arbuiSd' them. JSharifag the general oonyiction .thj^t the 

' DreV^ ptiriy had triumpihed and .Yiaid^ibilt.been boaten, 

*^ tod-^kntming that in such nn oyeiit Erip.nuost^tupLble to 

^46^o!r even lower, they mode haete to, jsqU &^ j^9,5?^mn^o- 

^ ddre cotQd eonntetmand J^ ocd^ to B|i»i^ px^.^fgrket^ 
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tani {bus dkldled^^Ul'^eir 'k>adfl upoA^thw chief bfififtrv 
ihdTHe^sdfib^tlJtui^n-teachedliimi . ., .[:.-/ ^n 

Under the panic Erie reeled heatily and anode ik^sudden 
Wiige^dd<ri^tb>7r-^-^ftifl of 12 -pearicent in^wo iiofirs. 

d^, ^ot ti^ i¥ ML so qtdck; bui<ith«/t4^ ididuiiio^ imMs 
50 pet^e^i.fiitthflff. : ^^ i;rholeifih«|ckof.&Qb»t^e<>th« 
irhoki lingo load of the market^ was fiustcuned.jb^ ]^& 
mait, standing ^doner in 1^ iniglti2fripo^4]:9;d€ea]i;ed.bj;Jbis 
allies, who had sold ont npoot hkn at tHo ti^^ing momeift 
and sb^dked away^ But hls'^omi brokei&.^d- already 
l>e€fii hinch ^^e heaviest purdiasers, sd 4he ftdditi4i!Aal 
axbonnt loaded upon him was not veiy Jaige compara- 
"tiVely, and as they hefa a Vtet vokunb' ©t stock ar^d «till 
bought as it fell, they 'w&te aUe to stem the tide at^ 71 
ttodholdit^nnly, ' - '^: 

' Wbiefk the pani6 staf t^- teews <tf 1^ mma yns sent to 
^VandetbiltHemd Ito Wisis aBk^ < if Ml Ittpkertishoidd sell. 
"fiELE n ybt/ ;/bo// XN^! tt i?^' even^'^kare ojhmd^/r 
was* the ifesponse roared ^'by Uiei&aif:wh6:satie.w]th4he 
^(sk^eye* of gfenhiSv Onc^ ^miMnCTtl ol h^sitiationy one 
falteiing Std;^ of c6mniabli, dne iaastattt of warerhigrin 
Mb jkrsition, and- his lines-#<9iild bia kbpelessfy: broken; 
Ene, of t^hich he now held mifiioa^, would break' iB(i{d 
tiimblb SO^pArcent; OMitrftlj Hudson River, ai^d- Harlem, 
idl of w4lich he carriefd oh iis^ shoulders, would follow in 
tlte pt^iie'kfad fie would-be^hopekissly^swaaMped. l Mei took 
WW whole ^fii1uaiii(ma;);^'^^a glaitde-«id favew^htt^ &ie 
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his will alone the tidd Imi ^taouaie^t &e ^paaic ftppped 
«lilDrt» and disaster iliijed. 

OTisr VMdevbilt) d^foifiog hi^ pHrpeii^a^d Ip^Pjbb white 
^n^mbigMakhtd «o«mi .$10^000,000 of bis mom^jf, and Jdad 
«dia bMan -Bittw ^piiie imtordy by ihe ^yn^-r^nat for m 
gl^tde-^Aa tdiveniaiu. Irak's idKbiotlt loolls . o^^iped ib0 
mumatii Haa^Si^d pn^iiwed ibek. di^sii;*^ effect in leadfig^ 
iibew ie4;imoxdJ3r9;to iCOv^ ^t^xj^lrodi^ imd wjiien/tl^ 
"^UffMil ifliamed mk Jbeur.lfftqpr i^t /F4^ ^^ jgeing ri^ 
ml^ ^mvt A fleet mefl8<ii>ger to peu9i^nnfLnd his a^!J|||r 
•to i7i^>; but ft wae too J»to. W^ .^ro^ess badcapted 
ipmmfiyy^iuMLbis shuislBivceii^bjaQt^ at about 7Q, bad h^^ 
i^o^draed atfflbowt 80. . S6Q> ti^ii^e^ of the w^le bat^ 
of three weeks was such that the vetc^SAile^Kfer of ti^ 
betas ims mimiitilf1^iifiMt.>9^h^^ if^^ ui 

Ibe ^lOiacikle.jdHit lidx irlwiid 4JM^ ^^If^i^sM- ^'^^ 
gil&^d atjari^ bead aw a r teyg %^^ Str^ . that eiE^* 
4ag iiimmdithi^.iuwmfeiMA client (^iita^^^i^ Yai^derbil^s 
Ailljoas}iii^ea^cton0e.lMr:iihe.riq^^ o;f cle^jgfy^r 

^jgioiindtwitQrtlMsb^lilttl^rm^ 

5Q» roax <if ;tte wild :b«We .i^^ TV;^1 Strej^t ha4.<KW- 
^tailgr drditeed the itos^^sit noise in ^e x]^ighbori^ 
halk.ef ittstioe ilhat 4%St 9^ Judge C^ixnard's de^peet . 
and itnost ipc^^«l ^pipes had beien as the sq[ucaks of 
ia ftettpy fw;hMle 4>06ide ii b^te^ joi h»om;^^ ^mmffp.. 
J ^nAfi \m i the ihyLjgfflftd a.w^ .after Juis laflbio^ vei^ 
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iiMif^ Ann Adbfc !R<MBaa|'ii i^^r «fiA - irMw, ^oM^nA^ 
i%^ ihlHl tMeis, "^jr t^»ii»i» lb tttt i» Itw."^ 1%9 

majesty of his la^r that morning, ebieldecl Mlbcreif 
'Ikliint a ^t&g^^ef ^^o-^fdiftale i»irfei» -irfth Iksthhidf 
^ftaH ft Uma^ett^td ^ Uttoiid wA fritei ti> |mt in M 
«pp6tektii(6e. ISMiotir, W ""^Idft Bddi<^'^ Wk hh tmi 
Vpdti tii9lbt9n^li' u%t ttd^nnnj^ lid was oiflMelf tfeatdd I0 a 
HttiB ^tasfd.of uij ttuvtuyii^) iMiiig atHiat wmiMAi wiHiotit 
Did 8%&^ ww^ of hU attgnst dignity^ dlnmoftd sladi, 
i^led shirt IWmt, and ^Av^ w^wrtBi nitii Judge Qi!* 
tbear^s orde^ pe^'^^'^P^^'^ ^^^^^^? '^^ ^ ^"^ any fa^ 
4ieif prodeedings in ^hd tn'att^ctf th«cad«mtind injofle^ 
tions hW had so fre^y MlttnuateS agsdtieit Bit«^ tfnd ttie 
^Ixole body of £Ho dke^dfts. fie was tmuUKii ai'sikli ap 
Bktraofdina^ n^t oli the pairt ^ his Bioofelyn -eempeer, 
pi^ofti^y deohmd H utteriy ntiH and Toid^ aMi pfoeeedfid 
%> treat it *wi1b «ntt]!« contempt But irh9e he tintsitf 
Ihns treated liHilli^onteiaiit an ord^trf ih»Siipniiiie<Joii*t 
on Ihe c^e hand, on <fte 0<lteir he pi^oposed te tisit smm* 
mtt7 pfmrahttie^ upon ttiese who had presoihed to. di|- 
t^gatd: his tnm anntdted ofders. I^tew had llidM to 
tippear. That "Wto (Smiisfnpt de%pate Kn ovder (h the cKt* 
preme Cot^ slaying pfbeeedingft end telling him lie weed 
sot a^ar. Thi^t dtty^s histdiy in WsA Street had cKs- 
closed that the Erie directors had Ustted neiir stock after 
"hiilSoli5t*' had erijdln^ thcJtti flfrOm so doi^/^ fhat was 
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9S .8uiMW4B»Aff xoBimre DBToxipvs. 

contempt d6(^eii subsequeiit ^der of e^^oal'-sii^cMnljr 
Mtbomio^pihdQi/toclaas thejr^daaedcAoutiiv. 4.t.foaety 
€0 thcniQ^ ihe ptuenmad^ ai4 immaeulato 'Bamafdy 
oopisef^fla^^be floffdzed ii<]^,tke miJQsty of his law to be 
dUgbtad. . ^ ,, :. ... 

BefeiSd tbe-fluii; ifM well np &e*Beximoinisig-{hB coal-' 
tptils of all ih6 «toifi».^uid deputy sheriffi^t^f; dould be 
ioimfl in tbe o^bstifed ii«w Qourfe SotUie w^re^^M^^^ 
jfuM pf femtdable de^mneiitA - bearing a^tbci-biffctomrvbat 
:thQaQ wbe dau» to iapeakr from <^nai B te n (^ pgonoimoed 
to be the sign manUfd of <}eoi^ G« Bamacd, J««eifefi. Tb^ 
sa^Li^av^e-loekiBg^docuiiieiKts with the fexinidable name 
ait'the botinu^ere tmts lot t^ a:]^e8t of iQie wbdieposde 
e£:£rie dir^otcjrsy ijicludmg "^he body of Jm^mr Fislp, 
Jip.,- *>«^«otfteittpt, anftv^fbisT.Bonor" now madi? these 
•peli^s^afvj^iratice as plentiful ^lOjOAdthe Qity Htdl asFi^c 
bad Made- Brie slock bi Wall Stareet ^edaj^belbr^* ^ The 
Efcie: direcfiMra^ after a tnghtiof iMt and pleadaut dteiynsref 
•miotf aifd-zieiw fortunes made$ bad assetallded at^ thek 
heac^uarlere-ift West B^eet again on the mqltBingolr^te 
11th and were on tiieir knees takings a fresh matutinal 
•peep^into ti%e cbestful c^:plea^a^ soi^remrs of their friend 
-YajQLderf>iltr In- this meifiiMig devotipn-ftoy- we^-wup- 
pfSsed b)rthe avmal^f a 1nes8esgi^^n)ei^J'0tkt of-bveath 
frofiOL the bai^ he bad made-to warn ^hem tiiat a small 
axmy of Judge iBaitisurd's:miabus.vras in.«Bger sejorch ibr 
^tbem,i i»!med. vi&rwrits for thdr ;aa?re$t and^ iiitoiMling- "to 
dvag tilTeir p^etious bodies before ''his Hoiior'^ of the 
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JUBIT UBSSOVS IN LIW* ftT 

>lg l ii l«^AteifriMeahirtfifilL Upon tiiefiKplotunrirf tins 
•hfiQ. in ih^ midiit^'ihB.kaees of Dxbw smote each other 
at mig^ a4i2i2ier'B..alt]ie sound .of Qabriel's tanimpiet,:]u9 
fionntananoe a^niThedia dnost ^oe«begene^jq>reeeioii,.aHd 
gbasdj ipeotreeof Ladlew. Street jfdl hahsted his^iged m* 
iom. Ei8Ui.firfithoii§htiroa^fbttli^seci»ii^ofihatob^ 
Ha hastilyi dosed Hie M4nd loofttediiiitt^A^witk-lii&twD 
Immdxed: pounds, imd .moce^^of iiesk 'on-^i6p ^ered^ aiiw 
i|iHinfted 'diat hm ^hcnild not gdt n^'iilt.Banuad's dogs 
tookbim.ofi^aiidxealled&ooQ^eilof war4a meet^axo1md 
Um to ddiberaiecofS the'sftaation. J. - -v . 
' At Brat^lflboio JBLhim k)yhdadl be . had-nften seen perse* 
^«iad. in.dmdiiab wluun.tiie i^eiiffi itfantcd to see very 
pf«tiQolai]7i nun through Jhe. coTored bndge ^hieh hexse 
spans .ibe Cemecticul and when ih^had sa^y reacdied 
^ Nov Sampeh»ftside,Jnm-sQddenly rounds put thumb 
i^ nosexQ»d Bet th^ fiugers in a:liYdjr n^g^ ^at the 
Jennwt fthie»ff ^ted kio^ iiupure the state.ofiusiieBEdth. 
fUm^ ead; ptficiv^ .instni^on. in iiie oomipfeii^ of 
4$eM^%ft jms^nidetim reanliing from, our pohticglifrfar 
tani bi4..%a»iised him Jeo^mauy iin[iea4nhia jouth^tcLbe 
{^f^^c^i^ ao^.hi^ijpttiwledge of J^W: thuub^gauiBd mow 
si|iye(l;hp(iAgQp4tum». The Sfia officeawiEMjilas^ji^uQ 
lbei<riiteir. Iipsk 4ireotly.o|^ositft ihe.ftdEi*f idJexseyClcl^f. 
^ in[it(ie<ijia<<ielyi«trugkJl>k ti^t it would cuivtha OorcBan 
ly^ot ot ti^our pwGf^. p]1e|^eement.and;be «;good jdke en 
fi^lAfid :.tii;^j«top. c^bM^. til)^.neKti>Qatj a^ tskk n: lifttla 
l^tf u|9 trip t0 the Jeisfl^.side of xt^a&u^sexi;^ vi^hot )|6BI^ 
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mmkmum^jid O^EAb zoad^ tiMjr ^mU 
Aa «&uese£ ftbeir ^MOpontiaK as w^U Ibeia ai in Nem 
Yinki aod «loaa bjr &e leater'a adgaiwheea tiie Wif 
trattl4 laad <ham: ■^■nflt Tajlar'a H^td^ aa^iiahliiihiiwt 
"duit Maket; aimltoiifi pramaon. £ai^ all ttiaaeada^ tfc^ 
iMMir fliia4 . p»». ymfrtiitiftn iiai a» mttch itelaaaaifnairf 
at to fliair.<tti^ tiinnanity toi a^ ftar 4aaariiadM thai 
ii^atioak bia Irilaar aMictabloaL aa m i^ailiia&l i4aa. aal 
«l|ui immmUBMf:mdafted, i>f « ajirniiianin Mia. Baalf 
^mpaoatiaBa fiir Ae iaiaiga taiir /vaca^ at ^onaa coo^ 
meneed. Fisk defily MiKivaA hia tiiO' iiaaiiieA |^^ 
aar^ .finn fiia abeai lyul IMw^ ^^ tveaaiimr, |)Iaced 
tlMoem all tha Jandi itf the £db ^Maauxyv U^ol 
k iecUaa)^ atti plaoed it in ehaiga tof t«^ tmistai 
lioetea to ^ /taiaa to tha fimy. Hamg tliua a^ 
tndai ta boa affiojai dutiagy lia piaoeodlo4 to gatker i^ 
hali ^Buwlf fiu^S'-^'-^lia ptoaaa^a of bU bifiUiaai iBatt«ga«> 
maayt aaoonfiduitial iigaiit of |Ir. ^iadedbOfa ^aol| tfaa 
aawaid: «f ' kadiag meik matMf to bttf M$ owa stde)^ 
aa^Ag oat Ma- maat intimata ftianda^aiitt viriMaa afmikr 
bfil^tft a^[4oit8^M4pifeiag aeiMaal MnaU ^iittka to hiM, 
ifaaal^ aavl a^nt tbBdK & ibe tiniJto^ iihd ^diofii. Firik p^ 
aaa^^atoff^tbapaakatgofblsoaati ^aatted^aata'vHflL 
dUB gnai^beidi gaf^eaad aa dio finijiof :^>eatnig a dtobioai 
lo^tB Doanr^l^EeaMiae tha- ^vavioiia iftofetiS)^, amStag aa 
faa did ao k^ji^M% tha mOilfafiii f^aiuM aaat at 1^ ^eft- 
adBipookits bf^ tha dat^dottt old geiMiikQaki. Haito 
jfmtkg wyaratia^ .tao^raparati>aa wm inr 4ttl 
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ikld^; «md "tioir tl&e bi^Ad, t^hig inft tfiespit mMi of Hm 
Bbokflf^'pf^petts ftnd moi^ hupoftatt ddeumernts ss. the^^eodU 
Msify estify toade ^ Hie i^x^, I^sft hemg mmM ^ fkS 
Sa dhecXtf %e^^ &e dient, 8i» suatt bad- |^wb Mn «»&* 
lUfenee in li^iimemi xiattire itt g«tterftI'an^iiiDomei;Br«vif 
it pflTiSenlan As^ihe p£tty tmtkg66^ frott H^ hoaMdmg 
i[> {he lEddeilfalk, ihr^e or four' x^ieemen ^klip^o^ t» te 
ifOHTl^rsiiig' le^gpetii^ on i!ke o^podil^ 'MrMm- ^^ds bmir 
the genettil eixi|ao7ttie6l of TSkm Y€»kf6ISm, ilMl dHUhk 
^teoktk sh&oiSiitihvtt tMH^ any alaimii V«l 

and ihd albdbondiUg directors indtittcffitely Kklied for a 
komooi! at ibe s%hl of Ihe bmss-buttoB^d HibenoiAM iviA 
Kffnuin vitas thihi^ hpptehens&t^ hni iS^ wei^ «tattoo«d 
ftc^ xtt i&d teMt$ ibf Bam^M and W.^re Wai&g^ fo<' 1^ 
appearance. The strange tahh&te tt^bieh ' th^ di^Mieiie 
fhns presenteli: vit^. thw <ionftt9ed coui^nanees and 
furtiye glances, xMtMfi^ attraeted' the attention and 
fixed upon themselres Ih^ stare of the ^^cm^en. Their 
first aj^ehension now became certainty^ and the in- 
$S[3i^ hnpi(il^ 1^ 06lf-^t»%t«Hi^ and psikomH mSSIf 
liebotn^ don&itet, they brok^ 'tOiA rd(a^-^*-not as libmp 
do> in a niiiied b^ in lhi» direction of &e raa 4tai 
starts flSrs^ bul Aotiae one^ way and aom^ /motlien In 
fhieir ntte^d^nld^alizaticWy.'thexriTMried 4o ih^IcondiAita 
'^iMa^^^^i/t^gheiot^ the CHriatiipai ei^ wibtei 4teaiigir 
and enemy* -Werr^' ^i yao tty M oaB - ^^ tanat; afadHrrtfcr.iiiiir 
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M QOTi^i>o9vc»BiucRxin(v»fO0K«canrB&siioTH ! 

B^idbnAyBxiBfUionkfaf eTei^mftn nfil^ili&^i^-to fh^iuHiaj^ 
£^eynifiei^*lest he^^ahoold'fSPOfFe to Wf^rfid^ with-ooit of 

UnsB tirioed h^ tboB: flight tmdes 4uck ;ou^o«UQftS]ta.^ce^y^^heix 

QOifiidans^ wetoe ^pai|ior>iA4h^«3^6^»e.' 'A^fewof them on]^ 
laado ^onaalffr ^^-^niyi but.t)£~th.«\sa few/l^ia); ¥^as oxib* 
Pwpoi!tets bMmg ifaie'«bo3V.9f fuiid^ricpojKious of^o 
offDote, Jkald jMfi l^e0A,iatT«Q^ di0t^d^dd:.rRt ^ig^t of tb^ 
policemen tprf hiwkj<K)^-*Mf)% W tO;t^;iS?F^^ 
were somewhat in advance of the party who had halted 
from fear. Tlfe boat ""XvMhfti^' chest ^h^'^pdr^ on board 
>wa§:'3i|fcfe:f^^rtjingw:J|^n siiph.o£,;theJifgMYea^aa.TO 
^ikt ^u^tien isBriiv^d upon ther slip 3 bat ^i^^ jseeing tl^at 
cli^st was jike Hi»tis Breitmann, th^ j^el(!lier inJIea^laxidi 
i^hea .^couts came ,jui reporting, a z^b^l jtown. ntox: hf i^ 
.wiB^'t^0r0:Wif8)|iger bi^* . - _ , .^-^ . 

" (JottadonnerToreiizschoclca^wereiiothl '-*^ -'• - ' ' .*. 

-' . ^ , P,k^me^s«f4at lager bier! 
O, let me at him rush I**' 

Efeof the plethoric po^i^l^ lOftade a desperate leap.iSor Obp 
pooki aacceasfuUj aecQpiplisEed the hazardous ieat^J^^ 
.-wA& safe— riaf6 ireitt thftwo*^? rea4y^ to receive hiix^rsafe 
:&)mrthB wyathitxf tiie viitiio«A B^tjraard^ safe nem>|hat 
^Dh^:* 'Oe^rwi^d hts-^brow^J.^^ufi^ for ^^rmc^ecii^.theii 
itnitatlid .iihoBevittnzqrmen he h^ ib^i^. pfias ^ ^^tUj 
^ihffoaglilb^ faridgiral^BrattMb<Mx>^Feaxl•^b«foni^. . 
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vSSie' otbor'.diii^dtorr- mvdd; their imyi icMfJeice/* la 
Mxdg^lngtl^ttrtieBtm Ibest tbajl ootilfl. iSome jrenit^itliQ 
£3137$ olJaec% Seat'mg^}&Key yiwOA jxtmih^ woisdieck fdf 
tbece, got ^^^seemBel^wil pn7^»l$ fotr^ dv^ tn iiiSnall rcKn! 
boats. Bj.iug^t£m^ 4)i^tl:tir9 of ti^^ mort^imt>£feadftBg * 

sheriff's clutches and were marched into the august pres- 
ence of Judgo Barnard but were released under heavy baiL 

As i^pon as Fisk had reached the land of safety and 
taken some refreshments, he took up his position at the 
head of the slip in the ferry house and, as the successiTe 
boats came in, walked up and down with his hands in his 
trowsers pockets, one of Pork and Tilford's finest JSo- 
vwias in his mouth, overflowing with Spirits and humor, 
and made many kind inquiries about his friends Barnard 
and Yanderbilt. He welcomed each small squad of his 
fellow exiles with much delight as they straggled in, 
taking them warmly by the hand with the cheery words 
"Well, boys, how's everything over'n York ? " 

With the first shades of evening twilight, March 11th, 
1868, a merrier company than is often gathered around 
the festive board in Taylor's Hotel sat down for " a feast 
of reasop and a flow of soul." United once more, with , 
the exception of the hapless two, after many struggles 
and dangers, 

« — ^ixraltom ille et terris jnctatns et alto 

Vi Sapenun, aavi memorem Bamardk obixaaiy 

Mote qiioqii« et bello ymsoB,^ 
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*^^»tiir BIT MkWO ous*' 



ftTi^^iiMriif btoii im^ thff xom. Bmt^tnm 931 harm 
«v intmnoB^ pioteoted by tfM^ bxoad ngis of the lapd of 
Ike Camdes & AmbojBaiboaA ot^tvwiso IcBOdm •ar.tiw 
Slate of Nenr Jerseyv tiM lioia« cd| laige mo B fo itogs, tiitif 
TeooYtntod <ho inoKknl^ of {be piiit tl»oe dajs wi& aa 
abnndaai flow of wil ind wioe^ oi^osyiAg titait ^ipebd flnoi^ 
ntioa and floasittiffltiil^bMaii ofar daafwanatt paaaacL 
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C&AiTEk 7L 



nemn ntiM aobqvs tsjb g ro i QK M mm ir fsj^wm Amp 

SUCintfCD— BATTLE HT TSB ISOISLATUBS — A. UVmWHMKt 

-*noMB AOAnr— ox thb witnsss-stakd. 

Whe^ liiBj^iil^ ditectb^ had fiilly ventsd thdr htundt 
and trerd rel&djr to tu»L iheit <ittenti6ii t6 thd pni6tl<»d 
ikffldrd of theit tru^ onco jAotq, thd flin^t st^]^ ^rft^ to 
leetifb & iirm i^&gol fodiiHg ln their hdt^ &bod6. Ail agdnt 
V4s ibksaiediateljr &e£t to T^Htoii, a biU makbg; thd £Hd 
JEtailway a t^ew Jersey ci6r{>6ration Was pushed tluroii^ 
{h6 tiegislattlre in Wo hours, Wai^ soon signed hy tikS^ 
ObVernor, and Erie w^ now perfectly at home in its h6# 
qiiaHers. 

Another ptltctical question ^t iznmediately presented 
itself for settlement related tO the division of ^e spoils ot 
the recent campaign. Of course the 1^10,000,000 of new 
hondis issued had not heen negotiated at par. For the 
^5,000,000 worth issued to Mr. Fisk the &ie treasury 
realized |3,62S,0d0, and as the stock into which he 
converted his honds had been cliiposed of for aiboui 
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d6 GBowLure oybb ths spoiLS. 

$4,000,000, t&ere remained the sum of $375,000 to be 
divided among the parties to compensate them for their 
valuable services in getting the stock upon the market 
When it was deeded to issue the $10,000,000 of new 
bonds, a written agreenient was entered into by Drew, 
Pisk, Qould and another, as to the manner in which \he 
profits should be divided : but Fisk having come to put 
little faith in Drew's agreements, even though in writing, 
^edtaodTta iiandHirev>^tQ >tbe keeper of Mxi ;Ymnderiiif ■ 
mb fm^^tti^^m^fi^''^^^^ hohdd ^thd prc^'^ltiis 
haJftff t&e ttehsktffitmf iffi Bkw'itlsb^WcWunted forbids 
profits in the late campiargn, in accor&'nce with his agree- 
ja&oA^l iP^ W^J$^ ^^^. fip^^ly seltledrby Fi^.gijjing 
(bfi tj^fl^ijrex Jiis c^c^^fo^ $376»000 instead of ..^^i^^^Pr 
l^ryjjj. tlje. c^sb ijij^his^ ppsse^wsioy.^ T^^^pl^^k^^ wae 

biJL and therefore of just as iftuph value as Mr. Drew's 
^greeinen^ and^ no more* li was however >idcomp>anied 
by. about $180,T)00 wo^ of stock, |is,<?oIlatQral,^and ih^ 
amoimt realized on tiiis may be taken as the treasure^ 
profits from this single item of the day's transactions, for 
liii^toiy does. not ;record tiiaj^ Mr. Drew, ev^ got that chpck 
pf J^s^Ilskr^Vfo^ $375,0a0 casTiedr ijalf'thatpuin 
being equally divided. among tlio other three parties to 
the agreenxent, F^k .and Gould mii^t Jiave profited 
upward of. $9t),000 pjw^ irv thig one item of the day'f 
transjLctions, a^d they were not nien that would fait to 
hav^ several items of a like profitable, nature, , 
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Knter t^vt^ n&atteiB being settled, th^ lieittihiofg id he 
attended td was ptiMie^ s<^nA&ae£rt< Their proceedings hiad 
be^m^atiittture that would have created a rety unpleas- 
ant odor ammnd-tfatidr naanes in WaS Street, eveit had 
they remaiTWxi upm fee^ field tedl eierted li^mselVes to 
eonntemet an aiiffivwrabl4^ jvi^^g^etiiti iat^ ike etil* wronglit 
by iheirdeedi hail4>een grMily ^Ha^k)^ ^ l^e, g^ddeli 
wiikdffMai fiom fl«)tCM(m 4f' ito nkaby' milHdini^ of 
ciixrencyaii^llieyhildeiei^edi^th-^e^'to 7er^^^ Money 
hadr been made fcoy Mim^e' all W ottd9>. causing Gterioud 
eotbarrassmMit ia^ finacMsial iliatter^ and stiS' farther di^ 
pneietsing the stock s^a^ket hea^ beydndTwha^ UrttA db^e 
by thei demoratisngi eflS^ Wf tke^ idbne< df 4^000,dOd 
0<ln9W stbck. Bathi wini tkiAiMe BaJi'ihtbs' ^ii set 
gtnm^ i^nnit itew afid' l^r ciHfe^' wHs fifcredsiilg 
dailgr as> tiiaavil: ^bets^c^ Hieir d^Ags d^teldpcdi But 
£eyr<w<ttait than ad iMa was the stench of lte.vi)ig flbd the 
Stated ThdiplMIc had long^sitfceg^b^M^ «c^ in^fifered'td 
tbaooar»of eipeiitbiinvWaB S«?e^ &^«^ ^ate^ '^ir' 
etKphikB ttMtBv iti wouM hate^ l^b i<<!^rckfd^ 0^ arir 
^eajttmmd ent^aiamx^^' proeeedlfig attfl? aftet^'a'liiit!^ 
harmfcigiieise ofc the> Mlii^diiA fteair^ aaiid^a'^i^ eqiMUy 
kanQoieBa iketvepape^ dMoles; cdl we«Mka^e'beei]fi&rg^^^ 
and thaor namciB WMdd aiot^ Iki^l^il mate^iie^y'iiijteedl 
Bnii&ey Mnrttefitedi^uaderthei 6t^i( df being fbgitivei^ 
fiont' jintioe, and . that einoamstaneet alcmo bi«^iided Utteant^ 
v^Uki gr^t/ ^ngcaoe. in/ iiiei pubUft^ej^u '• TUeref^»ef ^t^^ 
ttMMDerfcedl'tfMmM^famiati^aaiii^ 
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^and^tiun^ :^. tide, ki rtbeir fim^*' To^idl thetr^nirt^rsy 
intendeirer^ foA oon^tlQes ^iiat ni01f'Ti0ited &eia fbythe 
' score fyovfi e^ery qmurtery jthey tepfeaeated ^esns^^o^ as 
ithe m^fi^ dijUiitereBtBd $^d ^If-sacsrificilig championa ^ 
the pal^lic intents, ^igtti^t t3M^ HM>PQpolieihg schemeB of 
;Yimderbtl^ an^ affirmed .&at^' ihej had done w«& not 
psly a jnoti^l^^. but abaOlutely neoeaaaxf means to thai 
•n^ost desirable endi, and; their .<nk^ way to defend the rdsid 
coinmitte4.,tQ the^.trapt,: ^ifd ^mstofid of bding fogitrves 
from justice, they daimed 4> be m&rtyra^to the pnblki weal 
aiid poFsepu^d t^PI^im of J^^ most oocrapt. judges Ikat 
oyer di^p?aced a bench, alleging ihitt Barnard was nd&ing 
bfit the QVaequioua tcx)l of Yandetbilt^ in leaf^ne with^him 
to speotdate inErie ijbeck^ and s<^mdalously abasing his 
^wer and position as a judge to harcass them fbr^ihiraTt* 
ing histknavish' scheme^^ Aa^ these- alfegatums had a firm 
basiaf, ia the ^aots of the case, ;<he podt&^n iniwhixdt they 
pictured tibemsely^ was reji^ {daufi&ble and the tub tfiua 
oonatnicted. tP^.eail a sboxmy iseawotild' have been an. «c«« 
qellent one 1^ it only bad a boltofcii. But to tU^ ei FUc 
•)id Gould in .^ chf^taet«r of n^U^BBan&c^ae^ |gna«diiiinB 
of public and ooi^rMekitaifesta strikea^one as extremely 
ooisjio, and how much they surpasted Vandetbilt -inkeek^ 
ing th» weUSue of Hie Sbne Bailwa^and tiie eomaaerdial 
interests of New York the aequdl hits left ao^ rodm^to 
doubt; but. their character wias not then developed ^or 
known aiid ICr; Eldridge^ their president, ^oyeda high 
aB)^t4tJMbo!lih as. « ;t«ilrDad manager aaid aaann^tf 
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jejkuni^t^. . Th^ir Jigl1^6Il^entJvriijk^:y^jp4^^ ai the tm» 
of tbdir elecftidn Jiaid pot yet leiik^ o|it. to the pubUo aii4 
thebr dererfkl'^piijrpofites w^x^ j>qt, yet .p^ent Theij^opfe 
their tid>, bottomless thoagh itrwa% «ailQ4 vexy, itbU t^n- 
powrily- , Jf|W of their, visitor, ;d^p%r|e4 ^tungyy or 
thi)»ty. All left wi)^ a veiy JEayc^r^bl^ ;impr«^9a of the 
]dn4^eafte49e8s of ^ ^^dles, and #e ^i| Qf hpqpdi^alily 
a^,>onAomie ti^t perked: Tfi^r'^ H^^l dist^led a 
g^tile ini&i«i^)i ;Qf ,xpsea ii^ tho: i^ls, of iiip, sewi^i^eEr 
oppi^iii who poif de^arly saw tvo ;0i4ps io th^ queftipipi ajtd 
bjSgaix :tQ thii^ the g^erous iq[Hiit^ obased. Qut.qf, New 
T<h4e: /by Jjodge SAirmtpd l^t. 9^ \Mf^ jB^A^^^hBV^ 
pwted., 

AoA w>w- oecucred a i^osi^lujiqixw.t^oideDt iwhidli 
aeantod to he^th^.e?^IeK8k»ae}fh|ttrin tmamgsyaipatll^ 
in. their, fn^or. ^Qn th^ilfiih, a large body of Neif Tork 
*'];wghft''.oC iholv^Q^ type m«de theiii,appeaj:fw?L9^..ii| 
Jersey Qit^f ah<oiit:;ih^ feny hoim, Ei^ ^epot and Taj; 
Ita'aH^tet. 33tej>ews immediately /spread that Yaii^- 
bilt had 4;i0i^ arewa^rpf i*fe9i?paf«i;;I^ Kfk or 
ladsidge aiiAiti^iMii^)h9itcomeiQ(v^rii^tep[^4u^>^^^ 
•a^batd&ewtois^iih^j^c^ ^^ra^^^al^ ib^m baal^^ihin 
flie jojris^ktimipfiflxe.terarihle Ba^iaifd by n^ain ferce an4 
with aamnch yuAfiu^Uy Jersey law as neiight be neces^ 
saiy . Gi^eat exoitemept rt^. throughr the eity at the news 
and a large erowd sooin gathered in the viomity. A livcge 
Awnber jof TSxie.. esnplo^ was., immediately summcnfted 
Iniimuiho mii]^shf)q[)Si.ftikd £atmed;i«^a,hodyfiifysi la 
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'pM^eet fiktf dfa«6fam, taAT&ykfAi W^lmA at WM «M 
inot inApflj didfl>6a ''^T&ei T^lor:" A. heitvy ^idtluii- 
ment of'polibe Wtfe^^taiML fer«eF^roe wUhia atid itl^ocit 
^the P6rt^ and ike Vhole force o^ the «tftj iras 
instrujbte^ tlitft 'ffla lo(3ti^ Were sent "tip wi^ time luting 
^he liigM iSiey ikcmM ^reg;^kiil it as ia Highs^ ^ hasti^ to 
ike'tiiteatened tjiiartelr.' ^General fe^Mr of a #iot preraSledy 
file Bteres ixf^ closed .^ tlteev^^in^, ibe streets Jnflm 
ffiaturbeS •quaffer'-were ardided and the laiilitia^wae plaiwd 
tmAer oiOers to ^rtOlj' 4t a i^ighiil; iSHte e&^temWt'of tbe 
atiMitiein 'wak *aflier eiij<^<ed "by ifce ^directors, aiitd 
%^p^idMjf%jrliT. 9iikj iv^ie^ttoir 4»ttDed ^kmt ^ivffii « 
most determined looking visage, mounted his gtfttn], 
issind Mlbifs, pttlfiild a^ay at'hls dgai^, hepk np «:^n- 
fkint ffis^harge M^ puns, TOWcd he%ei:Mi iijpvtfr be tAien 
aliye, and braTcid dU the teirars aadd iiazaids^ iiie deep 
lind JTitdge SanMurd's jnfisdiotion t^ ^da^bg ^tripe jsimpobs 
thi» Htid<Km in a; smilcll fow beat nifder -^ov^r <tf tha 
dai^ldteto «Btt fog to aet ai9 a ^lii^tbe eaalpiof fab 
eiieibiies, ^7d ^Emg Al&ed, «oift g^ sdii&etfA^ "goed at 
Ddiximiieo^ ttdd^h^iriieM. 'Ji^ df9aM|iit»atieii;til)iart^^ 
WM^Diffile bj 'the Tonghsyiaeiit i^<wli<«m TetttHMril)ta^Mr 
4?b»k ^ttiin tfii%b«i^ <»^ Wo tattler lih^ £^^stpp6mpm^ 
FortTa^^loT ^vv«b Ide^ft-lieaTiiy gaxsisosed, iowev^^iiiind 
eota^iled io ireair 'on .tiie inftide ^Hie iur of «^ 'besieged 
A^i«ti^04. New rumors oi^ an imminent attack -oame into 
eu^p at interrak of two or three dajs, to ^xenew 4faa 
fb iand pMvent ihid ntnatign c Amq/ 
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imiiirtcmoiu. TRusifltate.^ ihiiigiB was kept up f<« ^wo 
-weeks, when, the norelij and excitement of 'the epidode 
iutyiagigrowmurtale, the self-imposed siege was raised 
<mtheat a siagie instaoee of disoidc^r having oeejured, aH 
i^e ixpnghs Jmring long ago i:«tized to 'Qimt fi^verite 
JbaontB in tti^e JSm Boints and ebewheo^e and ^ts 
&igottaa 'the laSurin iheir msl&vp training ^Ibr Aider- 
j&en* 

A great 'handle was-scurie of this affiiur bj^fiie eadles to 
Aom ^ ceddQia character of their persecutors andtem 
aantuiUNtt BgaJait : Yanderhilt, as it oouM oi% be a ^man 
Wboae schemes were villainous and who hesitated at no 
actepf iTioion^ and:laiwle9raLe88, that woiQd resort to the 
asjifitano^ of New York/roughs to help him on. Of oouxse 
7ander]»lt ^had no more to do with it than had the King 
of Siaan jUnd it pn|s the height of absordit]!: to DepnMimt 
liim.as doiiig^mdi a^thiQg. It would be moeh Jnovs 
anppD^iUe that Fisk:hk4i^ hired th^ men to come eivor 
imd^tbKt ti^a whole a^Bw ;was a.'OWtrmd :plat to eoDcite aa 
m^ofiaUe ismim^t a^^unat. Yandeiislt. Ai iaay ^sata 

3ut, fyf loojre ;th«n by any of titese mmma^m. popidar 
l^eUi^ m &(Y<x of the oxiles and a dispo»tion rto look 
npQi^ ihepi as the c^onents of m^mopoly and championa 
q{ tl^ ,iiitereii» of ibe^public asA the Brie iEtailway, was 
o^eated :l^ their loweriag the oharges for fare and . frei^t 
i^efqrjy Qp^ thirds entering into a fieroe competitioQwith 
tiU >Qw9imi4»vo aiid his Central and running their jmd 
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at losing rates, which the manej YaaieAilt had eappU^H 
&em with easily enabled them to do. 

In the midst of all these effoits to torn sentiment itt 
theqr fayor, a bill to prerent the eonsdidatipii of the Erie 
and Central roads under the eont^ of one m^OLfOt parties 
in his interest, to g^iard against monopoiy of ra^lx>adsy 
to establish a broad gauge caBiiection:ia!the WesV<3^^^^ 
legaMzt the recent new issue of Erie stock, was introdnced 
into the Le^latttre at Albany.: Undler' the Taifons 
influences the exilee bad brought to bear, a strong senl^ 
inent now set in in their faYor, and pefitieois and ttemoiials 
and letters poured m from aU parts of the State/espedaUj 
frdm New Tork and aU along iSoB line of the Erie roac^ 
upoA the grare law-makers at Albany, praying io± the 
passage of the boll to defeat Yanderbilfs ioonbpel;^ 
stdiraotes, and a laige portion of the press took tq^ the 
cudgel on the same side; But ThaderUilt -was no coi^ 
mom antagonist He had started^ wilh thiilgs^mueh in his 
&Yor, or against the tusi^awayto, and; had dbiid^Bbthiilg of 
a doubtful legal k>ok. ^e Neir Yoik Ootitts had g^ea 
him their fullest sanction and the adT^tse Cttder ^hich the 
Draw paviy had obtained of the BrooUyn jifiEdge ta serve 
thei^ purposes ef the 10& had been m^gnantiy dismissed 
on the day fbr its hearing, the judge intimatiBg that it 
had been procured in a scandalous and fraudulent 
manner, thus making it look that Vanderbilf s cause wasr 
wholly wiiAun, while that of the Brew pariy was *wh(^^ 
wiiihoui, the pale ef Ikw. The seidtknent aAd u^u^^ e^ 
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^B&Btteeft, too, liad- been decidedly in fivvjor of Tuader- 
bilt «t the first and had steadily increased, for matters 
theio had been placed in a very trying and critical 
position by 4he action of the fiigptiyeSy and were daily 
getting •worsen All stocks vere falling, money was very 
seavce and. comiDanded high rates of interests many 
broken were: failing, and the ton whpoh a&iirs should 
take in the crisis de(>ended whdlly upon the course of 
Tandefbilt . He was bearing a tr^oxendous . load upon 
his dionldeni. All his stocks wiere &lling, gradually but 
constantly. Witii the least sign of waveri^g^^r weaknesSi 
ha wovJd be swamped and ihere wo«ld; result a greater 
orash in the stock market than had been knowu since the 
era of stock 4q>epulation commenced. In this hour of 
SQprenie trial the metal cf which he wafi made gave no 
uncertain 'ring. His genius as well -as the immensity of 
Ids rbsouisces now loomed up like the shaft of Bunker 
Hill. With unshaken nersres he issued instructions to 
his brokers, holding the market as he wished, went 
off for a drrve with his fast horses in the afkemoon, 
and plajied whist in the evening, the merriest and 
seemmgly the freest from care of any of the company. 
But there were circumstances m^ known to the public 
that enabled him to see clearly and feel ponfident. The 
exiles took to their New Jersey life not unpleasantly 
at first, but the Pater Anchises of this epic soon grew 
lonesome, despondent and homesick in his expatriation 
land became iinxious i&r some settlement of the difficulties 
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tiiat would aUG# kmi ta leifiirn to* Hjb hamB uai AitanH 
^(eihodist^ praj^r i&eetmgs with Mis £uiulj» ontae moi^w 
WMle^ihe yoxmg and jovial Eisk eoBtinued in th^ finest 
spirits, Z^TT pined and refbsed to be, eomfinftod^: and 
when &e xoetry^compiaij gatiieend arotiid Ibeir, eTenin^ 
eamp fixes^ Slaked, listened to FisE's pnns^laiiglied and 
snng- yra^ songs, ilieold: i&an^ hmlke in. aii intei^abiHitli 
tiie string^ j disootdant 7e£raiin> >^ I waa^i togb liome.'^ 
SotLdaj ^sarms sbetiffe and Jndgv Barnaic^ andJT 
fidasantlj as time seemed' to^ bang on tHeir baiid%.itjT«ui 
ennsing t6 notd tbe prempiitade' wiih wfaicb tii]B'Wbol» 
pftfty laid doK^ tbeir pipiate and stavled foxf iba^ hirv^ 
Wben tbe tloek stiinek twelve Satutday nigbi Tbe^ 
appreciated the blessingB^ of Obristia&itip or .tbtt in8tiia<- 
tion of the 8abbath rery Eighfy now and impro^rod- &0 
istunnnity it gav^ ibem to appera* bol^y in tbtiyfainiliiig 
bafontsi risk msny bare attended cbnneb but SreWf 
embiaeed tbe opportunity ta call on bis ftiendi YailderbSll 
Monday morning found/ them back at tbeir poets, witb 
mflitary proiaptitudew Bni Drew was iHiwj anspeeted* 
Ho was^ifllBSsd ieosoL barracks at nigbt and Hdc d<ftaUedi 
» detEwtxre to watc^ all bis movements. He was fbttowed 
Qp the shore to Weebowken* fSejETj^ tkMiee aerosa ^.V> ^^ 
ezty and .to^ the bonse t£. Yandexbili The 4^e<^v» 
returned and reported. It Was as had been suspected. 
Drew was intiigning 6>r a compromise and they knew he 
wonld dor anything with his friends and Erie if he eonld 
only esciB^: nnbaiiaed himself. Soon ii was found thia 
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Snids'Of tbe^rid tFeasoiy had been taken to NeirTofk 
by Mr. Treasurer Bsew. ^ On kni^^ning tliis Fisk immedi- 
wiMj got «& of DreNi^'^ ]^vctt6 fnnda, whioli were still in 
^e Jerse/ buik, ^tla^ked. No otoe unabqnainted witK 
&e old gentleman's fadittl peotfMarities can imagine the 
eomic expression <»f ttiftgied surprise and disappointment 
&ait m»ked Mb ooualeliaBce when he tetumed ^firom 
whai he tropposed a secret jowmej «nd found how com- 
pletely liis XM^ had euchred him. &e loun^ he had 
been training Up « ^^owor to be more than a matdh for 
him. The ^uids of f^ l^rie treasury came back whete 
Jumes Fisk, Jr., ^sould daily enjoy the sight of themi 
These secret wits told Ytoderbilt that the potation of 
things across the riTer was not pleasant and made him 
confident that no more Erie stock would be issued, whidh 
was his greatest diut^r, and he saw that he had only to 
hold tilings as they W6fre to leroe his enemies to terms 
titimat^y. 

Despite all the efbrts of his opponents, therefore, the 
star of Yand^bilt was stall much in the ascendant and 
the moment any^iitig was to be done at Albany the su- 
periority of Ihs position at once showed itself. He had 
been lon^ fieuiuliar with the ways of the New York 
Le^di^re and &e considerations most potent with law- 
Diakeirs, and 6ie' Cefltral, of which he was now master, 
had long had things quStb its own way there. Conse- 
(Juentty the bill inti^oducefd in the interest of the Brew 
party was promptly rejected on the 27th of March by the 
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decisive rote <tf 83 to 32, dedpfto aU the petitions Cbfl 
had been sent in re^isiesting its paasafci. 

This oYerwhelmii?^ de&ai tax^ki the Fdrt Tajlc^ 
waT|riqr» liiat public eentunent was not enaMj the hai^^ 
to play: upon if they woidd ohanrm the ear of legiiilatoars^^ 
and tiiat they o^nld not suooesafnQy ineld smmco potent 
influences at such armVlength while thei)? antagonist was 
on &e battle fleld in propria pemma^ It was decide 
that some Mw of the prineipdls mlist be present at the 
9oene of action instead of longer kuetbg to mere agents 
and telegraph uid mail, and 3aiy Gould was detailed 
from headquarters to go to Albany to xe];aOTe the prejiott' 
dices of the legislators and plac^e things before them in H 
clearer lights* taking along half a million dollars foir pocket 
money and hote) expesises. H^ made h>s advent in 
A^lbany March 30ih^ registereduhis nanj^e at the Delavan 
Ho^se,. took one of the finest suites of rooms, aikl had 
just got nicely installed in them when he received a ve*y 
urgent invitation to visit New iYork, the invitation being 
signed by Judge Gieorge 3. Barnard and presented by a 
gentleman so excessively polite in his attentions as to 
insist that Mr. Gould should accept the invitation and 
either go down with hiso^ immediately or give assurance 
in the shape of half a million of dollars that he would 
appear at the appointed place on the following Saturday* 
Thei:e was important work on hand at Albany that 
needed attending to immediately, therefore for this and 
other reasons the required assurance was given in prefer- 
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^06 to goiag with &e oMdons gentteman, and lb. Gould 
set eamestlj about the busmess in hand. 

T^e New York Legislature has for several years 
manifested nnlindted faith in ^^ investigating committees " 
as an invaluable adjunct to legislative machmeiy and «s 
I9ie most reliable and efficient mode of gettiiig at the 
truth in many stotters. ' Bspedklly is this the faVorito 
method <^ procedure if a large corporation is concerned or 
a question involving a laafge «u&ount <>f money comes up 
fbr consideration. Either some! standing committee is 
directed to inquire into l&e state of things generally and 
report its opinion for the mformation and guidance of the 
Ijegifidature, or, in an eztraor<^nary case, a special com- 
mittee is ap^iiited for the purpose. As t&o committee 
r^rt, BO tiie Legislature is t»6tty sure to decide^ henoe 
the oommi^^ee often beccnne men whom it is very impor- 
tant to ^rsuade by all ' possible Azguments to take ft 
&vorable view of matters. It is tlus circumstance that 
haa^ Tendered the Ohairmanship of the 0<Mnmittee on Bail- 
wlays ft position bo very much sought after and the next 
most desirable place -ftfter the Speakership. The 
suocessM cftndidftte for Speaker generally assuages the 
disappcHXttment olP his most prominent rival in his own 
party by a^^ointing him Ohairman of this committee, for 
&en, &ough he has failed of ike highest honors, he is 
pretty sure of returning home at the <dose of the session 
comfortably povided for for life. And in fiact all Iho 
liiMabers of this committer unless tiiey have imcorn* 
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ii^obI]!^ EPOf Inoki oan xdj upon setnrzuxig to^ Hk^ 

constitaents yery much bettered in worldly condition. 

Even : piipr to the last grand master-stroke of ih^ Erie 
directoTS in ,WaIl Street^ the queer moyements of the 
^tock,. the general nunora of com^tion and unlawful 
acts and tife e^traoordinaxj litigation instituted against tbe^ 
managers, kad produced^ snob a stcong impression U^ 
tbidTe was something deeidedlj wroiigi that »> )^*0eiajl 
committee of fiye, ta inquire . into and 9q[>0rt u]^. ih« 
eonditionr of the Urie^ Eailwi^> "wm appointed by) tb^ 
Legidatu^ March 5tlL This committee achieyed greai 
temporary OfJ^btily and was known aa the '* Mattooi^ 
CepBoniilee," from the BttDpi^ of il^r most oonspiou^a niem-^ 
bers Kow,. Mr. .Mattom w«.S' noi onib of yowr bigp^^ld^ 
psejudieedv opinionated men who ptejjadger a eaee; 9apkd 
having formed a bias befori^and, (^uith^r minds to th^ 
in&ienpe. of aU aji^uaneiits and refulse toi look at :th«^ 
matt^ in a new Ught or modify- theur oipinjon. He waft 
one of those lofty natujres whofi» minds are alw^s epeinl 
t> oonvibti^n^ who are not only willii^ but even eages^ i» 
reeeiye further light and be eonyinced that their yi^we am 
erroneous and delist to admit their ema and idi^i tba 
light positionu Being; of Uns peculiar mental €Aa1«« Mt^ 
MattooQ y^ natixrally deemed it indis|y^asable. te go 
^raight to ^&e ibiintain head for light hnmediately Txpon 
being ap|»ointed on. the inyestigating committee. JSe 
yisited the <axiefs;of ihe Drew faction to hear theit side of 
the story and listen ciurefaUy to their airgtuneAtflu an4 
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fheii he Tiaited Hr. Ys^iderbilt to hear- bu oanae aad ibe 
opposing, aigamentB. So intnoa,ta was tbe c^ftse and so 
difGlcult was it to get at tha real merits that a singlo 
beanng seemed not to set Ijie Mattoon laind aind Qpn^ 
sdence at res^ a^ to the right of the mattw. and!:' his dilty 
in the premises, and therefore he' found, it> Msessaiy to 
make several Yisitsf to eachr^art^r in ord^xf that i&sH jsstloe 
might be doaie. Singularly enoughit Hr.. M^toon seemed 
ever to incline totheyiewa of the'pai:l^thaih|bdhis ear 
last, hence ii became, a matter of mnchrmore than, ueual 
importance who should, have the last word- Somebaae 
spirits,, jiudg^ £rom their own evil nalurefe^ insiniiated 
that something more powerful thui. menar vorbal aitguf 
ments were brought to bear upon, thi&mind e(?er . so.optlil 
to'cpuviotionf butt.itmiay ^e sufficient- to^ satisfy woeiptedn 
l^ype of mind that these insinuations y^^te Qfil^ yile 
calumnies to^ state that there has never h^&m ptoduced in 
the matter any evidence that woisld constituto '^legid 
propf." The iiivestiga^n had been thus earned on for 
more than^ a. month, during which tiine eachf party had 
seven|l time^ thought the unbiased i^ind fini&Uy fixed ut 
its fovo:^ but on^ to find ^sedf gisa^ted % farthef bearing; 
When, at,, last 4}ie committee foU, ready to report^ it atf 
happened that the. other four members weiEe eq^uall^ 
divided^ twoi desiring a £avpral4e aod^tw^o an unfo^rable 
n^rt upon, the condition, of the.Biie Bailway^ and ita 
management Mr« Mattoon. finding hims^ thus holdia£^ 
fl»e deciding 'vote^ becama suddenly impr^saeii wi& Hkm 
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gratity and itoi^nsibility of liiis pdsiilon and fhe great 
neoeesity of proceeding conscientiously in t^o matter and 
xiequested a -Httte furtiiet time to l^air any ftirther 
«rgum^t &at might lie d£fered, reflect andrmake up his 
mind/ ^e report iras stffi farther delayed for his 
«oc^fmmodAti(Aiy 'luid ' th^ ihatter stood in: this posftibn 
when' Ifo. -Oould tea«)hed^ Albiemy. -Being noW on ttie 
grouxkd, he l^tW'oh^bdeibr getth^ &eimpo^ 
irord, a^ so a faVbrable report, t^as mtch faix>it>yed and 
it *wms fei^ this reai^ii^thiit lie much pr^fbrfed not to 
aeobmpany Jttdge BiimaxdV'pioEte messenger to New 
York mimediately. He lidw applied Hmsetf trigorbiisly 
to:briiig the most cogent argiinibnt^ to beat upon Mr. 
Ifottoon atid ^rembv^ the Ust ccibwebs of dbtibt ftbm ^ 
mind of the oonsoi^ntious Senator. Aiid he fihfiUy'parted 
wilh him satisfied that he had had the' I^ wdrd, (Applied 
the'dosl that was to ttum the scales,' tind that a fitVdx^ble 
repcni; would be made so that fur^ef legislation &ybr- 
able to ;&ie wbtdd be easily se^dredl /Hie' report iiiraii 
made April Is^ and U wtiis tthfavonzBlls io' Mne. Mr, 
Kaitoon h^ ^hlced ^s i^itoture t^th'thcT tW6 whose 
views wete of th^ Vaiiderbilt liue. Gtetild expressed 
IkiiiriiBlf ^< Utterly a^unded/' when' he "heittd how Mat- 
tobn hiid voted, but stiM he deispiured not. ' < 

On Saturday m^ti:^g Mrl Q6ixLd presetited himself in 
adcoMance with J^dge Baniard's invitation, and after 
mubh WrangHiiig wiA some - lingular legeil gymna^cs he 
wjii remanded tdlthe charg^ of the sh^^. "H^, however, 
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♦ 
sp^edilj inaAe ii& ^aj bae£ to Albtmj, takmg 13xe sheriff 

along as a trardling odiiipamon. -Whmi the time uiiYed 
for tbe dberiff to produce tke body of Jay Obiild in thvtrt 
i^ N^ York ttgam^ 'Mr.'Q^nM did aa sennet Sophomores 
do in college ^en theij^ ^isli to get^aVay fromi ^e^italtii^hs 
for a short tii^ft^he Ml stdUe^y ill and |(ot a ph^Momxi'ib' 
oertificiitie that h^'iraa tmdier tx^tment tthd shoiiEd be 
exeiised from attendance. With this instead of th^ bodjr, . 
the sheriff went back tol N^w York and the magic certifi- 
cate of the jjiysidiatL seemed to satisfy the' mysteriously 
abating ire bf the KW York judge.' And^ as the 
Sophomore finds Ihat he i^ in no great danger sooiit after 
the physician has left a prescription^ a certificate of ill 
healih, and depiirtedi but tears lip -the presentation, care- 
fully preserres the certificate and goes off to Visit some 
youiig Itdycoiisin^ so itr..Oould found that he was not 
in^ too' feeble a condition to devote himself eamesily to the 
diffibult task of rev^ersmg the unf&yorable votes that had 
been given and tutning the tide in favor of Erie. 

The defkt of the Erie bOl March 27th and the un- 
favoiU>le report' of the committee April ist, seemed to 
announce the entire triumph of Yanderbilt and the 
certain and 'speedy doom 6f Drew atid his adherents, 
llieir influence was very sensibly felt in thfe St6ck Ex- 
change, and Central, which had fallen from 132 to 109 in 
the three weeks of depression, instantly rallied agaiii fbt^' 
or four per cent, and olher stocks felt the influence. But- 
Gould was not in the least disheartened. He surveyed 
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Qn.i^ J^* of Ajil^^i]?iU Pf.pwi5i^ tt^-BW^ Wf^. #* 
ibirt i^seoted )gr |J?^;,H<we,MwjK^%l^'W;M»«*^ 

ffgwUc. Ojp^ ,ff^;;^a9 wd Jq biiYB..flosft«;ifcQ:.Att#«jr 

md to iay© Jbeen ^fE^ |7(WK)0^bjrGp|^d,tOyi?|in /K7#7 
wiiii Yffinderhilt's $)lfiQ^OjOO. Qpe Qw^tar.w^.^^^^ 
accufi^d 01x6061711:^8 §1,^(^)0 fwn^ o^© ilid^ ^ $2P,000 
from.tho pth€(i:r . ^Hftny ix^Aor i^i^efotp ^of |(ilio t^tn^B^ 

the^gi^Mits flaid Bri^ nwat mu tbiftitN^ orj^i:^ari^n/dc|ir ^,4i*- 
crotioa. On the 18:^?. ihSe JWU pajwo^ , Jifip .QjapjJt^^l^ia, ;fii>te 

result took ^tho public -^y ^sjjgpiw, wi4,i^f^#W^ •&!*** 
littlp dwidder. The.biP irai^|8j^t.dqT?P»4<^T^«fi^QT;sQ^ 
the Doepibers of tJip,l(qw©r)b;w^ifi^ of:ifcli^Ii^rt*tui3©j^6^ 
i^ubbing tbek haad^ jvritjb, d©|fe^* *Mj;4t ^«4- np^ i99JP© 
theii; tiwr^ ,to be jt|<^e^^: ^ flBper ,l?jw^ l?tad i^i^f^t^.^ 
The lobby was o^it iafim^o^e in Jigbt dji:ftb mQT^mt»i 
^ipLond Btuda, laige ir9^-Qhaia8 and jTftbioij^ jpw^aes. 
Every jtW:iu.%qm,]^6w York ]jrojig^jS4B^i»p?r]^fo^*tl^ 
battte, , Ajptri}^ J?OtJ?L was :tUe i^Uy fc^rtbe (pwnd %i4 "^bttfkj, 
and the memberg . took Iheir seats, of honor eager for; 
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deQMir«ri9|fii|^T|^Tp8u^e<l ^ft ;lj>© J^m ws(»4i^U9fl M^ 
la a f«^rmuMlte%^ siclwni»g#hlidder.like,>liat /jrW* wft» 
«twirTfff41^lK«e4,l*^,4ay.Bi#fe*kr^^ l*«k«&,000,(»0 
of firiaiHtffpk i^|)a»:t^fixift?l^et,|^ft;tbijwgt tiie^^k3eeinWyi. 
Bm^ m^^B^ b^p^ .of IfflrttfB^i^itfMkcriU Jibe n^wsi 
imrt jroiUQ^ IM Yapderibilt ba^ tied pp bk pwrae «feri]ig$ 
apdH9r»?M:fiot '';blQ€4"raotber dollar. Xhe^wi^tbtf tbe 
di4ei»peMi0d mefi&b9«» 'WlQ^ imbo^ The ibiU sej^cted 

ibfid^w^ekB he^fkf 9^v^ of 83 to:^ va«*iu>wcr«^Qd 
tbfipi^ in ihe^toiw «f(mge b^.^rv^te of IQliorg.: ^0?^ 
enlp&ker bitts dfeAigoadJto ii^iHPeiibe! Gentval votA imi 
•1^^ Ym^^I^ weD9 te^3(|di«cedMjopQ^fo(r revenge. The 
biU wei^. to^thefia^oKaiMr rad jbeeame a laivr.bj ihe signa- 
tn^ pf B»ben S. Fwtan. 

jTbi^ bAl iJw%P^.Q«iWivd aptljr dew^bed'aa ''a biU to 
legiMJ^ ^«mntftCp^,W0|i,ey;" W^eji its passage w#3 
iMde kj^nniraif ibe Stqck E^chax^ wa» 

i?^g^?;fU|d-as ibe defeat of VandqrbUt a^ad ihe iifaniing of 
ajpamc. The.Atoc^ with which YanderbSt wjas kuQ^n 
to be bes^Tilj. Ipadj^ fell^t once and large sbort sales 
w^ ma^P in Central an,d £4^ when in anpjtber bour 
Central bonfided firom 112 to 120 and Erie from ^6 to 71. 
Everybody was Vfl^rij astounded ;and piM54ed at a more* 
ment, sp ntterly at juvc^rianoe witih the Mfln^ncQ of the 
news. Bpt it spon l^fd ont li^at Yanderbilt bad not 
withdrawn his opposition at Albany without knowing 
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whttl'ht wais abbui He hmi indeed fooAd mm mot4 
ihgXL a match for Idnt m bddness at eorrnx'tuig Ihe Leg'* 
isktine axid Mtw it ocmld bnfy be a btttde of Ibo lion and 
fhe flkimk. He^ ootUd stieeeed onlj by spending more 

! mdnej to coitupt men than Brie^ wonld be wortji'atid he 
was now fnllj awake to {he &et that he was deaUngnot 
with Drew batwitti mnoh^inore daring spirits, irho w«^ 
hesitate at. nothing to csriy their point • StiB^ he releaiied 
his hold at Albany only wh^a he was assiired that Ite ex* 
lies would make a sati^iaetoiy 'setflement with him in <ffd^ 

' to gel baek to their homes. Secret risits Ipom aeroes tilie 
rimer hadmade him eeitain of *tiiisi afcid miggeietiens and 
propdsiis fe^ a setttetnent had ^been sn^ that it was for 
file interestof both paHies to hold np the stocks. The 
first rumors of tMs nature that rtoehed tfie brewers were 
confirmed by the appearance of Drew aiid some of the 
other eniles^en WaU Street the next diaynnnK^ted by 
Barnard's riierifib. April 25th. arrangements for a settle'* 
ment had' proceeded so far that ''Fort Taylor" was 
abandoned^ and the exiles returned to flteir homes in 
peace. Hie terms o^ Ihis settlement were not made 
known for some time^ and then it prOTod to be quite in 
k^ping'wilh; the arrangMnent made by the same parties 
six months befbre^oii the stIb of election. -The directors 
took 50,000 shares of Erie stock off Yanderbilt^s shoul- 
ders at 70, for which he received $2,500,000 in cash, 
$1,250,000 in BoAtott Hartford i& Erie bondr at 80. 
He was also paid $r,000,00O cash for the *• option '•given- 
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llie directotB of eikllingbit him'^ 60,000 AaMs more- of 
Efie at TO an j thn^ within four moaths. And he uras 
to name two new cUteetors to be taken into Ae Erie 
board. This eatisfied him, and fbr this he^ promosed to 
have all the suits disctatinued and let tiie fn^^yes 
i^ttim. The' BuitB had all been brongbt, not in Vand«f« 
bUi^if name, btd; in the names of men imd^ his edmmand, 
aftd to BatZsfy these tdHrt and thb^ eip^nses of litigatibn, 
$4^,250 ca^ was necessat;^. Mr. Mdapidge reeeived 
$4^000,009^of 'tbie aooe^iiu^^;^ ^ $5,000,000 of Beston^ 
Hartfbrd''A; Erie bonds at 80 and that satisftedhom and 
hid parfy^. 'Mr. Dr^W was to reti^ i^ the tione;^ iie had 
made hf his numetonii manipulations of Erie for the last 
two yeai^, but wias to payiiitid) flie Brie treasury f 540,00ft 
for a receipt in full for all claims the eo^poratfion might 
have against him and as a settleniient of all their mutaal* 
aecbuntl This tatlsfied him. 'Fisk and Gould had not 
come in for any of the pecmnaty spcnl in this* setdemient 
and they opposedit e^tr^iioudy till titey fonand a ttajonty 
in fjErrolr of it,'B0 it Was sure to pass in spite of them ; aad 
fliey were theil Wduced^to gi^e ih^ assent for the 
consideration ihat Eldridge, I>re# -and some otbers 
should TtfAgtL their ^itions iEis directors and leaiv^ iisk 
and Oould in full and sole possession of the Eiie BaiU 
way. 

Six moxiths after tiiis settlement a suit was commenced 
ag&inst Yanderbilt by Hsk and Gould in behalf Of the 
XH^ Railway to reoortnr the moi^y paid Yands^biit ai 
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flii» aetflMaMll Imd imJoe Idxn take bao)^ the 50(000^ 
sfaaves of Erie atook, on the gpruond that the. tnmsactu)& 
W9B illegpL The t^atiaionj given bj 1^ I^i/akwheix on. 
the fttand aara witneasm thia oaae, ^^so•tuu<iL^^ ^ charac-r 
i^ iind a£b|ds «ich a pecfect picture ef ^ the man that 
scHuie eactraqta^fiooaitrac^rworlik pre|ier?ing,and.inay form 
aa JicQoptaM eclofle^ tfiia aha p tor. . Theauit waa^broi^ght^ 
andi.qoadncled. by^Mr. Q^d Dudley Field a^d l^s ps^rt-. 
nM!)9^hi(| 8^ and Thomas Q^ Shearman* GQie ^nal:was> 
held }q j^udg^ G^xge Ov Barnazdyr and ihe oonrt. roonv 
waa «EOiir4e4 with diatinguiabed lan^ora in^d men^ wha 
Itat^nad inth. the gi»ate$i- interest. Whan Mr. Fiak waa 
MUed he- at^pj0dup(m the etand idih xn/i^at p^rfeot aelf- 
aasnratnoe, evidentij!;;e^JQsri|ig,ther8ituatipny and in,anBwerv 
to qnestMteiteatifiedii . 

• I remetasbber aa* imterpfiew with Cpmmodofre Yanderbilir 
in the.auitunet of 1868^ :I d<m't lemember jjoat when the 
firat inlienFiew wa«. It was ajftex I retiMmec^ftom Jersey^ 
I wiaa ajbaeniiii Jera^for a lapse^f tin^ j(l^nghte^) and 
oa . my: retutn I m%de t^e Commodo^* a caU: (^ughter). 
He said seTend of Hko direotyrs wexe^. try,ing to make, a 
tcade with, him; and be wK>tild like tp know who was ike 
best iiiao>:t<> trade with. I told him, if the tra|derwas a 
good one he had better trade wi& me (la^g)Iter)l He 
said old man Drew was no better than a batter pudding 
(great laaigh;^)]. Eldiidge wa3 completely demoralised 
and tbe?e waa «o faeadx)r tail to our coneem (laughter);^ 
X said' I Jhoiq^^t so,, too (great la^igbte^)- ,Qe aaid he 
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had g<»i. liis blood^oimds piiyosai^d wpnld' ppxi^ufi. us tUlj 
^sve took his stock off his hands — ^he'd be d-— d if he'd 
keep it I said I'd be d^d if we'd take it b^ick (sensa- 
tion), iha^ we would seU him stock as long &^ he'd sl^n^, 
up and take it (g^at laughter). Upon this he mellowidd 
dowu . (laughter) ao.4 said y^ must get togetl^r. o^id 
anaz^a'thi9 inatter. He said when we wQro;pi, Jer^ej^ 
Diewus^tp sUp oyer and see hjm wbeueyer he could 
gjet ouliroin. under our eyea; that he. hiad had a goqd, 
dei^ of talk wiih him^ud wanted tp know if a trade iua,d^ 
with I>DBW and Eldzidg^ cptdd be 8Up|>^ through ou| 
board, saying that if it could we should all be landed 
in thorhf^en of pe^^er and harmony. (J^ippking very 
determined.) I told him I would not submit to a^rob- 
bezy of the rpiui undGtr auy circumstances and that I 
was dumbfounded that our directors— whom I ha^ sup- 
posed-resp^table men— (great laugher) would havf any- 
thing to do with such proceedings. 

Cmmselr Is that alLth^t was si44? 

Mp. Msk:^ I presume noti. Wie had half, an hour's 
eonT«ssation i^Ul I think I oouldsay more than iba|^ v^ 
half aa hour (laughter)^ « . 

Counsel* Can you giye anything, niorethat was said ?. , 

Mr. Fiak: I don't remember what more was said. I 
remember the Commodpre put on his other shoe (laugh- 
ter). I remeI^ber that shoe on account pf the buckle 
^Ug^ter). Xou see, there were.four buckles on that sho^. 
7ihfAv!X^&^fjmv^9^n ^^ ^} jR^id be&re, . an^d \ reii^^]%- 
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ber it puned . through tay mind that if fltiuli m^i wim 
that kind of shoe I must get me a pair (great laughter). 
This passed through mjr mind but I didn't speak of it to 
the Commodore. I was very dril to him (laughter). 

Cattmel: Where was Gould all this time 1 
\Mr. Mfk: He was in the ^nt robm^^I suppose. ' I 
left him' there and found him there, but I don't know 
where he ma^ bave been in the meahtim^ (lai^hter). 
The liext interview was at the house of Mr. Pierrepoint. 
^uld and t had an appointment with Eldridge at Ibe 
fifth Avenue Hotel and as we did not find him tiiere we 
went out to see if we could find him. 

Cotinsel: tJistsi you give the date of tiial nieeting?^— 
A. No, sir. 

C- 9^ you give the week?— ^. No, dr. . 

Q. Can you give' the month t—A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you give the year?-— -4. No, sir ! Not w^oui 
teferenoe. 

Q. What reliBrenod do ydu wint?— i[. tTell, I shall 
nave to refbx* baik'to tne various events of my liife to see 
jftLst wherb l^t dtiy oomes iii, Wd the^ almgbty rdbbety 
committed by this man Yanderbilt ugaifnDt tiie Srie 
Bailway was the most impressive event in my life 
(laughter). The meeting at Pierrepoint's was a week or 
^n days after the first interview With Yanderlbilt. Gould 
and I went there about nine o'clock. We st^pied into 
the hall together. We asked if Mr. Kerrepoint was in. 
TthokeWaiit said he would W. When the s^mniwbnt 
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intd^ ihe dvawfog x!pDm I wua rerj caareful.tof k«ep ,oa » 
Bne with ik9 doer so I oQuld «ee in (laughter). F^ei^^tly 
IC^. PierrcqpoiBit «teppe4 inte the hall} r^Bomhlmg :i^ .maa 
wha.irfisnft ia mtioA (laughter), I asked him, i;f our 
president wae there. After eema thoiightfulBess on hia 
panti'he imd he thought he waa ^laughter). During .thia 
time ^I had moved along towards the; draisring . room 
domr, Mr. Pierrepoint hf^^ing negjeotod to .incite us ia 
^ttghter),: 

Q. Where was GK)kild?4r-J[. Q^ he was just hohind pes 
he's alwajs xighl behimd at 8«ush times (Ji«ughter)^(and 
while he entertidned Pierrepoint ^I opened the docor ;iincl 
stepped in (laughter), a^d found rmost of our direqtors 
there. I stepped up to Ml;^ Eldridge and told him ^^ 
had be^i to the Fifth Avenue Hotel and did not £nd liim^ 
He said he knew he wae pot thete (laughter). I aftked 
what was ^oing on and everybody seeioied to waii.fos 
some one eke ia answer (laughter). Being better 
acquainted with Drew tiian any of the rest of tibnemf 
though perhaps having less c6n£idenee in hin^^laug^ter), 
I asked hint what u^er heavene was up. He said they 
were arranging the suits. I told him they oug^t to -adopt 
a very different manner of doing it than being there in 
the night — that no settlement could be made without 
requiring the money of the corporation. He begun to 
picture his miseries to me, told me how he had suffered 
during his pilgrimage, saying he was worn and thrown 
away from his family and wanted to settle matter9«up; 
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iholt liio hAd aone ^ei^rfMngr iLe^ ootlH dild WW- fl» oihar 
way ottt ^th«r fbr liimself or the company. I tdldbtm^^ 
guessod bB was more ^pattjctdn about himscilf lAian i^ 
company fmd he 8ai&, wdQ, h^ ira^ (laoglitei^) ; iYuA her 
was 'M did' m^n ^and wanted to get otit "of ike fight and 
his tnitibles ; that they ^wei^ mudi older hi 'Sttch Mi&ira 
than in #ere^— r^ad v^ gUrf: to hear' him^«ay that—: 
(lliug^tei^ and lliaitt ivAs 116 'ntioemmetl fhhig fbir gtMit 
corporations to make arrangements of this sort ^I.$M, 
•MM ^ 4hat ^#us th^'caaO t ihoygh« onr State Pri^n 
oT^t^to^b^ ^enlaiged (laiightc^i). i^en EUindg^, ^ took 
hold ^ m^. He talked 'about his gpieat eciectioBB, what 
he had done and consummated^ that there were only .ijWD 
diss^ting 'Voices in -die boapd^Gk^uld and myself— *«nd 
thiit' if we came into the 4naitor vto^moniow the oompaw^ 
wocdd he \free wbA clear «l^ litigation and leteigr&ing 
wouM be all right, ajs he |xad got the Qomo^odorejifid 
Worh and ^h^ to ^settle on cai^noe. 1 told him I 
couldn't see it; I had Ibught that positioa ;£oar aeyon 
mont^ n^t and day wA for seven wee)ca in p^er^ej I 
had hardly taken off n:^ clothes, ^ i^tmg> to ke^^ th^ 
money of '^e company &om being xdbbed; ifindilicoiild 
see nb reason why we should net %ht it on ^stilL He 
said he didn't want to go into it, but had ^tttied te.do the 
best he cfotild with iGouW and myself and ooold do 
nothing and now an arrangement had been made with 
Vand^biUand it was^U rig^t fuid, must •go through that 
night. I said I did not believe it wan leflral ; these 
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IbWjMi >irtr# «tt en oneMi^i ted I irtCttt^A «^ v^^my 
IftWjNM. 'H« gadd ^at ^ito ii» good (latig!itt»')« ^m 
Mr; Piefff^ii^'avgtteil 'wi& ni». B»^ said h^ did' not 
thinir tti«ili^ ipili^ a&y ' oiM {nesb&t' w ]m> wm not gcdiig^ to 

BokL timd nothmg^toisay^tor himr^odgkiar) «Biral^ii«ED 
not on yeiy good terms. Qonld'^adni'I' Isnd «r pomrenn- 
tixnitcecidnr^iidr ii»«^ tU^lnirvhiitcM^ IM( nigkt did we 
giye onr ootisent I told lum I did not^ briieiVB rft» 
proceedings were legal,^tfaatf WBTluRb noilajwyera, thalT^he 
Jaf^onl tko^wcire^ told> toi SldxidgeM^^fiUbk, line tod 
sinker (laughter). Gould said Eldridge^litfd^pttid S^MrfB 
tlO,0Odi:fto (^ ]kfUk>n iftHBt it wfls alt» Hgl^ akd Miton 
ihd been piidi $l5j000 Ibr aniOpmion and- said it^^ M^ 
k|^ X told' him Ii1lU>ughi'i4^ af qa4w^w^j ^ el««s^- 
lagrso^pftiiolii^^kni^ilel^; Ootild^ oens^ted &ttt ' ' H^etAld 
h^.Uad'mad^ tt^lds'd&it't&^di^^se As the beitf^wAy til giM 
•it^fttemattoi' iicM ttim^Iii^itld ooniieiit if h» did. 
Bi«4roa8ni4 ^tb me^ipitfi teu«'iit'li& oycts^ttofi^n&edinM^'tb 
c$(liyaBPl>iittd <£4x>]lMtit0d^' TMM|7llietifr> wa» tffOM fk^ 
drawn up and passed around for us t^^rigs*-'^! dfMf^ 
ftW^ilifte^'itWKtfeliMcL Fdidii^ l«Adl«^ t PdM'tt il^nl; 
I noticed a word of it . I don't know the contents' aMA 
haye always been glkd I^'dldnfi^ (khtglA^r); I hVtye 
tttMi^Hr^ftt i tttoiisftttd Hmefd. I d^n'rl&ow^tr&at^yier 
dMouMfl^ I #lgn«d^-HBgiied e»mytK(iig ttM - wM filt 
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jb^cm DMl ^Wi^^.. ASt(u^ the devil Oiko^vget kMf:$Bt 
«af) I kept OjB. ^igmng (laughter). Diln't rdid u^ of 
jOiem iAd hik¥e no idea wke4i /tbej %W0re»- JE>qb^ 
lio^jmany I eignedrr^kept no •eooiiAtt.aftar the first. I 
wm^ Wiik tlie vobbeia tiiea joidihayGl beeik witk tbam e«v)^ 
■■inpe.<laii«^tBr)..: jfJteie «gk|i]igAllilie ^pAfe^I;to<^.b^ 
lialoafid left atondeia/diagOBt (I^iighteir). Xdeu'tikoow 
«ftether w^ Mi:do^ OB aot !> faurtr we IdidnH k*Te 
«ijtkiB9toe«t:(liiugkter). . : ; lu ; . / . 

(7ounee{/. IHdii^ jtoti luite • glim «f Irine^Nriaovieiliuig 
«ttha*tfMft?:..^r ::;.],-■ I '-.. 1 .. -^ ; - . - , . 
f [tJfr«;J($db/'I:don'tYniiEemben 
J MCWt#e/,^\WouldA'tiihait]iaYemadea]i^i^ 
>aro»/?i (li^nghteir^) .-.■:. ..- ..•'.-■i.: ■ i ■.•{.]:^ 

Jfi*. ii^/, Koi sir! I se^er druik (laughtttr), I 
Hhifik I left lit <Hioe as soon aa I had ddne atgning. As 
wet'Wmt put Xeiiid !to Gbiild ve had;g(dd;i>ii7 eoiils tb the 
49Yil (laughter). He agreed to that and eaid Jie tiioiight 
HQ^ t^/ (lailghtar^ I xeiBdin}>eir iMr. WlMie»!theos«hier» 
.#0ining in iritb th^ ebeekibook a&det hie acm aad la^ ke 
ioaiBi^itirlaail'tQluni 4ibat.ha^ was Clearing in tha balance 
•of the lemaina of ow^^mponitionL^ilMt intb Yaaderbtl^e 
Deinb (laughter). 

!Qie neirt! inteniew 1^ YimderMt vae aeifeMl ^i^a 



T .Mr^ Jli^; l^.;fiir| We netrar palled davime. ih«t 
mtf OwpghNir)* W^went to hia oaee octe laoimiiigjiWljl 
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fimnd his inan Fridaj in the front ro<»n (laughter). 
Don't know his name. It was the §ame man I had seen a 
hnndred times, before when I had been there with Drew. 
We fbnnd the Commodore in the ^ack room. I asked 
hxm how he was getting on. He said ''Fitist rate'' 
(langhter) ; that he had got the thing all arranged and. the 
0^7 question now was whether it conld be/sti^q^ 
through on;r boards I told him ti^t^ aft(^ what I Mi 
seen the (rfher night I thong^t j94;grSiing ooo^d be sKp|>ed 
throng^ (latighter). He 'said we would haTo to manage 
it 4)arefi]lly . 1 1 iold him L didn't think so'-ftat thlBjr 
wo^dbeoaz^ultogo it'blind (laughter).. He said the 
trade had been consummated at iBei7ep6inf s house. . I 
-said I had no doubt of it He said itoi^t not to haipe 
bMn carried imi; that Sdiell hfid 'gotrthe liqn's share ai^ 
some of the lalrjets on the other jude migbit have to ge 
hxmsgrj (laughter). -He aaked if we ^kete oonv^rMi^ 
With the ?es|k of the trade. ^I said I h^ |io 4pnbt tto 
whole thinip had been ooo)ced ^ jn sueh a^^uMiner .thalr^i^ 
eoidd>;be put thxou^ He spo^e abwt pat^ng , ^ja;Ucer 
«nd Stewart inito our. bofrdj^i ao^jt would*' .help ^bp^ 
him and us 4$arr7 <nir stock) m peoj^woidd say we had 
amalgamated, and YanderbilVs men coming into the Erie 
board woi^ str^iglhen the marludi That was admitted, 
but it worksed i:9ther di£Ee]:ent from what we expected 
(laughter). I next saw him a daj or two before, the 
proeeCtit)onwaeelp$e4 up. Gould Kthoughlr^eGcMBfl^ 
%e'«}eeee4 hed n^t bf^ni jbq large fs iiepieimtBd.ji|^ 
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•li^neter sho^rdd «mything and we must ta&e his word. Sb 
T^iteralfed Ids losses and said 6iey'were feb large because 
wken Aey^had got him to gil^ his order 'to^stistain lihe 
ixieiAet ^e sknnks had ntn and »dM out on hilh $augk- 
^i)* '-Am w^ y0eir& oofauifg a^ny he said, '^'Boj^ you 
'ia^ young, %aA if you eaxry out this 'seMeniMt fii^ve 
mA he feMto«Bd' hftnn<my 'beli^^eh the roadA.** ' 

{^revioua ^wmmmui^ tl^ Miit ^I^^nade^a tender i)f 
^OOOshaies^f fitie^toek to YafeideBbilt< I'Wenlt«p (x> 
ta8&du8e^<coaipany'witkl!l & Bheaiman. .I^oeeivel 
tiib eertifieates of lihonis fiom Qbidd <i^4 pat ^theiii in « 
blade sstchi^l (knigbtdr): It was a bad, iBiOnnyday,iio 
we got into a cattiAge 'and I hdld th^ miitdiel tight 'b»- 
im%m n»y legs '(lauf^M;^) knofmng ttiey W€tt« tahMMe 
tlaughtei^. '■ TixM (^eamnan not much rdiuiee conld ibe 
^laeed ^m him 'if wo wove -alAadied, howa»^euch^::|lttl9 
fcflow fhmghte^, in whiiA l£r. fih^amian j^eft): ''We 
tioncaned in the ^o^nio^ I9iat it wae dangeroiu^ 'propoHy 
fo trayel wifl»-HlAtigltterV-iii%ht -Ubw n^ (latkgMer). 
^W^rang'ihe%e11 an^if^^ent^-^EIte gettdelMlir es(ttlls'diiwii 
knd I 8i£id ^ Oodd moniing, ^6oti«iiddoi&. T^hdm oome 
^ iebder you fi% fiumsaB^ ^aies c^ IBiie tittM^iUBd 
^eniand badk the secunlaes -^d moBiey^.^' Qie said he 
ittA had no transitions' i^tifci 'tlvd Biie^ Baflwajr ^Oo. 
tlafughter) and would ha^ to consult liisKxmnsel;* Xlidd 
iSik'l 4h#d0manded a ^nillion of 4oltosB "piiid him^fivr 
li^es he puiport^ to liaye wuftauied. %# MM bs il$H 
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dMJ&iagictQiidA mAL ifjiij^ang^s) amI Iidb6de Um good 
morning (laughter). 
$ b^caiBtt^ctksotar JiIk)4iha^firi•.^!Ea]ifar^r on the Idfli of 

Coitnsel: You remember that date ? • >i 

Jfr. JFisk : I do, well ! . ifeJoflM mi etnatidft in )mj 

Counsel: What fixii|t(ifc%gB»TOai|^faft wtt S ^ ^ 'jt 

Jbfr. J^A;.* I had no gray hairs then. 

Counsel: You have gray hairs now 7 

Mr. Fish: Plenty of them. And I saw more xobbeiy 
daring the next year than I had ever dreamed of as 
possible. 

Counsel : You saw-it, did you ? 

Mr. Fisk: I didn't see it, but I knew it was going on. 
I am now a director of the Erie Bailway and its comp- 
troller. My duty as comptroller is to audit all the bills ; 
as director, to manage the affiurs of the corporation— 
honestly (laughter). 

I would like to make an apology to the Oourt Ttda is 
the first time Fye been on the stand and I may Overstep 
'some of the rules (laughter). If I do, it is wholly in ig- 
norance. It is new business to me and if I don't keep 
within the rules I ask my counsel to guide me, for I don't 
know when I may be imposed on (laughter). 

Counsd : Your lawyer will look out for you. 

Mr. Fisk: Oh, I'U look out for myself (laughter). 
Djpn't giro yourself any trouble about that 
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(Counsel:- Toui 8*mi <o blr^Twjr &M& and gniupcfcm 
witness (laughter). 

Jfn Msk: WwUf Tmi sot .liiQoIi JMMmstoiiiad to ^ou 
fellows (laughter). I was jierer on the staaA but onoa 



(7ounMt/i|KrhMWw4iBit?. - , !. i ; . 
Mr.FUk: Ihatwaswheii I wasabojyiiiralliia 
tij^in i iwir saai i(gppatlign^ita^ 
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OTAflPTBB ito 
nr mz* f?o8|m^oir---i)npo8iva Of av lovvAinB-rXiuifKtrf 

MpBB OF WIW STOCK — X " tOCK UP " — ^DRSW's LlIT BJLT- 
TLB — ^SVICOBXD FLIOHT TKok THl OOUHTBT — T^B KUS 

aikaMttttAitiov HnXr^SBur st^cKxir nok '^hji list ot 

^01^ ^ setileinmt of aU ilio diffiQUdties of tho 
yfii4orb]lt-Erie(. war and iiio ooxudofion off pc^ftee was 
ans^ed at ih^ lastj of April or eairlj m Haj^ it was not 
oflle^y . auqoMtaoed to the boaird of Erie direoton till 
jr«ly Spt^L ^<0n that dajy; {hf- ppe^idsnt made the tenoa 
kpowAto the bomd mad after ib^ adoption Mr. Bldrid^ 
V9f9g9ied 9jp4. retiredi.tp Ma^MMshnaelts to dey«ta his 
energies to the Boston, Hartfevd A/'Erie, whioh^ >altef 
^uaiilg j&bottt.«ff iBii/9k:jK3^ MafiBadMiietts 

Legislatiiie as Erie had done at i Albany and swaUowini; 
■eYoral: millions of the Statef faads, b^eaine bankrapt 
Sir. Srew also retired from the board with iseFend others, 
leimng ICessn* Fiak;aiid Govld in . undisputed ^way. 
7o;mo8fe mMkihe.Eiie Bailway at the time thes^ ge«tieu 
itoA cas^&ntb fUl poeeessint wmJd haYe«eemed u» imtf 
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goodly heritage. It had the appearance of a thorough^ 
sucked orange. But the new masters still saw signs of' 
juice and f^t it no mean windfall notwithstanding that its 
treasury had just been depleted of $9,000,000, that its 
affiurs were in a very unfavorable condition and that the 
worst odor attached to its name. They addressed them- 
selves earnestly to thf f^flkwl ir^p^gf bringing order out 
chaos, infiising new life into the road and rescuing it 

ana Fetbr S. ^veeney'mfi) their board to fill the Vacan- 
cies anf 1?^^ gu^,ac<»^ssipi^.pf thejnoja^^ of |J^^^ 
City and ihe State Legislature, TemWfi^^ WfXiW^iil^^ 
Ihrie ring were fused in interests and have since continued 

amcei^M^Malli lil^^ l^ei^'Si 'O^r^ c^^ hyo^-tl^^ 

iJad 4iifltp'wilh'!lMe^ a^ liane'co^titetl^ tl^ e)ik&a^Sh 

Boihiriirvtd) lofefe, 'Oi^^ikf^Ak tiAtlJ^i2i# boiitfesi^ #UMI 
tiuriliciriaubBtaM»iwirrittlb ,i. .-'.»': i -'I 

{efasii6d^difslmfes/«fkbok^4akM^tackffr^ 

1hia!#tt»ih»<£ss^<thBigf4il betlKiiteuaed tor^oiillhei^-dv^ 
ww^^eifldaentilyi in^eniohs ttnd s^ases^aloL JM iik^'i 
seasMi lofitite j«ar wUibi Aioiifi^wbi plenty aihd.stbokv 
iMHiuttllyL bUoyaiti B66idi»8,.ibBik»»iri]fBi^^ 
Sngliih finfiwiinw. rtntrinwiorfc^ ivms^? ittx Snue stDdl 
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g^it^ ,ei^t^¥^je al|Qut> tt^ tjipi^ . Th^i ; aaH^ Boatd/ had 
pjorgosaij. be^ 10^^ ^p i||.:$il»{)rt<) ecftato theiimpres- 
aiom thi^ Yan4pi?byti Iu4i.gr9(^ti infltieAed ift ii^ that his 
x0pit%ti<Wiii^g^^il^NAi^Iir»w «f tbe^^toek; He still 
bol^ sei^i^lijij Hi9K9^ ^^prt^ p£ iit.:iw4tthan^fi)]» dido not 
vish, it tp .^lriF4 'X^, fe .^*t^>^. to i*f/ ftiBW. ia- 
flu^l^of^ fgjf^iijg,.^ I|;;ecg8 t^o.;i^e i^ iin/^ nmm la^mi^m 
x»Bff:t^i(^ja.Tfiigj^ a^ii^^ JB990A (^ft^^sflgig: {^ the mma 
jfnrfp^, .Whenj^iqp^f^t(TOraff§i<Q<^^ 
f^lf)a?p^^t,^»pNwjFe<hVift ||}}<i©o^iAst0aii.«£ burring 
j^iook^ to, i^^.cf^f^^^ ^abQ^^(X% ^>Qf tblM^wbo 

hold it, till they cau buy at a lower price. Tb{^, ii^w 

dii^e^A xww, b^Jipug^. ii^jf^^]^f,, of jf^^imSi,^^^^ ^s- 

V?^eo«?e iji0pi;is^go<^^i^; ,;^ ^9AQ^^<m<«Qr 

titieii ,o£.;£i48^)lj^<di^4%^i, )>ut^:ii«ito«di of ^diseriogp the 
Irt^k^lhej had i|b theixt pogdossiC^ny tb^ bort^owed el anjr 
wJl^qh^ it fmA oompl0ted tbeur mbeishy dOiimimg tins 
I^ii(op;f4<|i0f^« ,!Shi«r il^iuili^l^jgftvfeibeiiinpsesft^ that 
Ihfl^jFa^^v JfMrg^iiUbprlj iAl^restf eJustuq^iJa 4bift s^mK^ 

^ ^ff^gji^i^p^jiiif^^ hadib«d9 

VoifSl^f^iPie^Ri^ 1i(f^ ^,^i;^:>fl^^^iOiNy^. ^fhMMvih|ii;;h«A 

i|ltd ,w4*ri the#e .^wyrapu^ !ii^^eiiD0a» :«^ |ht. 60,PW( sWrQ% 
if^T«^sapi^4i8|Kiv^9f M;^i^^ 70 without loi^ wd i^vm 

■AiHMikMi^f a^«ftift 62L00(LQ0Q. A,nJ fiadisfirf tiutt Sm WBB^ 

a 
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Bfi weilt Fisk «id^Oould M^ tio' good reAson irbf aU Mi'ko 
thirsted for it aboidd iMt ha¥e ihek^ desite gratifted« ^oiid 
therefbrerpxofitiftg % ibmr^lLily^istraotion/lliey'ieltiie 
ilitde inill ^oiJi^'agam wkA{ tiu>b^*<mt stodk^inPqtiaQtiiK^ 
to suit pimhai^'«tt 1(^ ^4hbf wwdd ia^H;L ttorto- 
^er^ it- wild a ee^iimof dk 7^ irli«a ihe'tbad ^'a 
hea^y ImsitidM aiid bnitighi hi a greit^^dM of ready 
moaey/^' FromaH tii^ sdait^ th^-^asuiyinb^sb^k in 
a qiiite^oansyng c^ditidii'a&d Hbepkrt &^ had ^fidlbii 
io Messrs. Fisk tod flkmld iki ib^ abtdeiJEi^t proved to B^ 
somethiiil; no^ itb ttittdi ' Kke a ^<^ed' orange as' at ffinft 
appeared. 1 - ..;..;. \> . - ^ 

But TaMerbilt had not negteotedan oppoi^unit^ fatf 'skir 
when Erie was going, rekdily at 70. Bjr the' settlefii^ni 
he was und^r oonttmet to deliter^^the ;directors 5§,<M)0 
■hares at. TO-anyvtiine-l^eforo the'^end^of Angiiet,' and 
they J^oped he woi^^sot dare sdl .tiie stock he - hflii ^ 
fear they^w9ald then ma Ihe^^ee iq» and oornei'him; 
33iey alse 4nupeoted ^ he^ we«dd make ajiioA^ '^tteinpt 
to ooAtvol ^e etoetioa- in Oeiober and ^pronld th^a^ 
fere eonilinve' t0> hM larger qnaa^tletf of irtoek^lbr tiiiil 
purpose. Bfaoold-^ he ptuwae thiif^bottrse th^ lbie#' fte 
markM Woald'rMaaili'biiojiiAt "^^ they got it'SO^^'flbodeA 
with new etoiok Aat' it would: timble at great iitiides 
all at onoe and Tai&derMt wotdd. again bleed fi^^efy^cttr 
their bettefit But the Oommodore was 'too waiy-to M 
oaught in such a top. % He knew the men he had to deat 
widi new** 'He 4M)^ beeame awe^ thtft ^ikiy %d > tf'» iii k 
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tnmli^axk and knew Ibe^y- would' miBiiiiuGMShnre Ik now 
vapply for thfia^s^lDles if .ih0^t pnto .kept Up. Ho Idiew 
iboy coidd ]io$%4tiipipiilM0 ft<ix>niet oaibiifirwiih/ a 
Taal ▼(^imm of tii» stock afl0at» and lie felt under no 
spedaLobl^atioii' to . iustnin the taadeet M 70 wMe hit 
young; ffienda. omxnAd .tUeiiisd^iM giindfti^ ' out largft 
quantifies iOfD0!Br:8tbdyL He^tiienfineiaTiffled him^df Tof 
tiieJAeouikid fbr Brie ut TO to • dispose qtdetly of the large 
AnK9«frt-.<tf that.yalttdbU propeorfy BtUH fkeld foy l&n and 
rid Ufljiadf of jdl coniiieotieii?mtli.ila&d the nna^mpulous 
neil iM>W:in;ooi^trdL: Thef influfflane Jof>,ibeQe combined 
l^aTy oalesL JK)eiu;begaa*<i» be ieLt Early in August Erie 
iudtaily opmniCTioed' to: fUl< rapidly;' atd on: the 19& 
nm^t a£:49»::.<Oo ihat.rdsy the stoeliioMera and publio 
iwre;.iahca.by sarprisev^ .then aimeunoement that. the 
irantfeir books Jvere closed to get ready for the Section, 
Tifhkh wta AO^ to oeeuv till the Idth of OotobeiC 
:iW}bm flock is issued^ the xuunes of th^iparlies toj^rhom 
It^is IjBSjE^iand^ihekwiesiii^timTaiofii^^ ara euteted in 
iim stp^kjregislisriof theioo6i|)teyj f^aie:«nt^ 
«A .tliWifoiiokfl :are^ t^ tele^ efidenee ^ ihe ^wnpany as to 
ifkfi lire owuerft of .thd etolDk^Tand firouL these jcnlries is 
Biade.upjhi^ list of those: eeLtiiled.tOf voter ok eltetions. If 
any subseqn^nt purchaser <tf 4he stock: Irishes to.yote he 
mxUBi go. to ihe office. 0f the company atxd hav!e the shares 
]Mld. by. him^ /transferred fixmic^ihO' name of the man to 
H^bom tb^ veiaisaued». ioT'to wAme-onditrth^ nov etaodi 
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to4ilk wm; dm fafei ttaue )«ril ndk tfp^arioailw mtln^ 
Mfitmade up 'fraakTtiiJO ^booiwtuid «6ni» iAket man 'tv^ ]nrfi» 
tkokgkt4>f i^tjtipg^ otild* ^tddft. >ilt%eai0toinafy toi^QiM 

stack ilMMsflit^ed irdm oolr 'lifiani la^ ^uMttidiv-^i^t«r i&ottcpe) 
aftw dfei^B 'beliM tia^ideedlavto giYO'tktift'^tO'malte^diit 

G%»: bb]teiiTO8 ial^f¥k»if The $0,000 iliafes lalmi feeiii 
Taadoililt^itd iUdie/jikew'artqck^^i^ liad 4iioe 4itRMA 

tseu Ik teajpMiwitfi ^ina^iaiid 4)jr tbins pvevonting tka&r 
tranisil^ilie^ wbuldnbe abla to 91d1b at th0arieelio& upoa 
TiEU^ aau#tuil8 infjstv!^' [^wniod: bgr dldisr ;]»oiiie''lMiid «» 
etistOy cc^pa8a iilAifc mm ssMestkm.' 'Ofii^orad ilie ^piM^ 
ooddilig Mrat ^daiuigfy iUegaVandf in aBj«ei]Mii«Bi^^>'vtMni 
Itftr iMt ^uiy librae ^amd Bjtid^e flamJsotJi^abfy tem 
scoundrel, they^nd^ Jxirr^ lMto!iel>mp«Qed; to^AXite ttans^ 

MtperidiiM «ff >1;qr|to^^toiig1te:ibifittini#»'1rei«^r6li^ ^^ 

Sts^ ^iaid,i«iAd» It ^giwl itemiti^ <9itft«o ^by «detioii)ttd«iK 
JhenL in^ »nqiartngr<torms tin Afatech» ti(m iffi 4idM96st'^Mid£ 
i^ip.iirkk^eiA^nooofne^carad^o n^ike t^ttusi^^<|i«t0itipt. 
It hffd dotr gbt to-th^ pai^ ihait th^ meii 0]^)y doSed 
the -law, tfnd it^ouldnoily^^nibri^ed a^nst llhetn. Bd# 
fdtife anj 8U(di aiteoDopt i^oald iiave^ been tra6 |tfoten ' tm 
j to a ttJator yfa an /h nd e g grimikr^iseonartioaiMi, ^oaft&^Bilgi^ 
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lish owners of 60,000 shaj^es of £|ie ^i/oek ftttoiQpiied to 
hare it transferred to their names to they xx^ht yot^ oil 
it at the approaol^ng election. A motion for tbisf nfjr 
pose having been made^ of course it w^ iE^a9^^,to *^T0 
it Qome up before Judge Barnard aj^d he coo^jr put i$ 
down lor liearing at a day wH^aeq^eni to the ^jLedlAcml 
AppUca^oiL wa9 then n^ade to Judge Oar4<^ to ^n^ddy dM| 
outrage, hut in Tain. The counsel of the. JS^i^jlish stock- 
holders' was tiie Hon. Wm. M. Evar^ and all wh^ n^ 
not £Euniliar with the New York Oouxts wo.v^^ pffi^iiT^^y 
^ think that a judge would be yeiy slow to \x^^^ ^ di^ 
tinguished lawyer with wanton indignity, an^^hat ^f^uch 
an outrage were perpetrated upon his cUen^ ft xx^ot hif 
great name, abilities (uid influence would r^^ a ^torm of 
public and professional indigna^ioii th^ wotuld 3W^p ,thf 
infamous men from the bench; biM: he fyriMS JmA^ tho .mer^ 
fi^rtof themasei^^le ring*p<>Utician j|u^e(9, d;rive^baqk, 
and forth like a shuttle-^k between. Jew and,Gentvl«^ 
the rig^ <^ his cli^z^t^ ^ere stolen from ^bem, ^nd all 
ha4 to be subn^tted .t9» aw^k^ni?^ joio mupoLfi^ q^ si^ 
pnso or xeaentment TJ1J3 trick lenabl^jyCWK^ F^ w4 
Gould to TotQ upon yast q[uant^QS pf ftook owned loj- 
other men, and by the pun^iase of a suffiejent n«mt>^X)if 
prox^s to give thepi control of a xnajonty of votes 09. 
election day, they easily reelected themselves, thougl^ 
ihey owned little or none of the stock — the stock of th^ 
men.mostanxioua to turn them out having thuA beenmftd^ 
toeeeuxe their opi^tinutmce in power. 
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' Thw reflection liaving ihus been made finre two 
months beforehand, thej of course cared nothing more 
abont the stock. However low it fell they would lose 
nothing as the/ owned none of it^ so they not only con- 
iinued to issue new stock and Ibad it upon t^e market^ 
but also dehberatety entered upon a bear campaign ta 
depress the price not only of Erie but of the whole list of 
stocks. The means ado{)ted to accompEsh this purpose 
was what is called a '*' lock up ^ of currency. 

Li the early autumn a Csurge amount , of currency iii 
drawli icdin. New York to the west and south to move the * 
crops of the year. This makes money yery scarce at the 
financial centre and in su6h demand that h%h rates of 
interest prevaQ and the whole stock market is (lepres^ed* 
The monetary stringency thus naturally produced waa 
ficbrllier increased this season by the fact that Mr. Mc^ 
OuHochy Secretary ef the Treasury at that time^ fiaTored 
the poUcy of contracting the volume of currency as a 
means of getting back to specie paymeni A combination 
wasforined'by the £rie r&ig to take advantage of ihia 
state of circumstances* They had control of some four- 
teen mlllibns of money, Dani^ Drew engaging to supply 
fotit mxDions to the pooL Thie first step was to sell 
heavify short of aH the leading stocks ; then they sud- 
denfy withdrew from circulatibn all the money oontrolled 
by them, producing a 'critical strmgeney in money and a 
great isSL in stocks, when they " covered their short 
eontracts at immense profits and the plot was an entuce 
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toiooMB. Ai 80011 «8 this fleli:em0 was well under way and 
stocks had iS&lleA eonaideraUj imd money readily oom* 
maaded extottieQate catea of IniiereiBt, ilie timofoiis Drew 
beeame alannM at ^e dizs^.heighitis io wfaick ihA youag 
M^es were bent .^n isoating widi Uttn and. looked 
i^nxionflly «botit for it aaieeeoape. ; gtoeks iied.al?ea4j 
ftll0ii BO ttet^ JiatiddojKie harreet ckMold be gaib^^d, and 
he wm iftiato be a^tibfied ^riSh Om itluie Ida eonfederatee 
had tbeir. lieariiB fixed on eooietbing mnek mer^ gtand. 
Among diofe .wiio liad abeekiy been forced into a TOiy 
eritkial eUnation by the &1I in stocks and the. scarcity df 
money was Heiiry Eeep» a fonner associate of Dre^. 
He was now in ike most pressing need of two milliona of 
doUiurs to ^nstaia Uimself and was willing to grant the 
most {NDofitjaUs terms ito secure it, as he would fail and be 
nined.iinle8S ib was fbrtfaqoming. Faithi^ to his nature 
to do the best ke •eaa &fr hims^ always, regardless of 
associates, finends, and promises, Drew seised this fine 
^pportitniigr of oovedag a eafe jtfetneat, loaned Keep the 
two xBiJJions^aiKt iriihdrew hia funds &em &e lock up. 
Fisk and Gkmld, however, fiontinued to tuni the serews 
^tmA wring their, victims withoat xn«c<^y regarding ibfi 
wri&ing and agony as raieeport a^ amusement. 

The practices of ihe New Tork banks are e<ldi that a 
^iique in oomosand of such ;a large sum of money can 
often place Wall Street entirely at their mercy. The two 
eustoms of certifying checks and loaning mcciey on ^e^- 
nlatiiRe .stoeks are vnlnerable points that ma^ put tha 
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Wakg and all Toamuiaaj nilerestB in- tte yomw^ of tmA m 
band of ecmspuraton. A ckeck k ^enfifibd^' by the 
•ashler ofiiia baak oh idimhit it dmwii wxitaig^ •*'^ Obod " 
aevoM it atkd mfpimg Ms naine^ BrdpeHj Ihiir hmkois ^ai 
ifad ]iiak«r of tt^ebeelt ha^ Aifids on A^podl to moot it, 
and Hio 60rtS[fieati(tt; is ItiasaiM as thai e^dittt jome at i of ii 
mote, makiiig ike bank msponiiUe^ if bc&g^4 eaaliier's 
d^ty to ToAiso to ea^b xaioeriUkA idie^ld 'tifh^ ibi» ifiUf^ot* 
Mil^ £& tbe bank o&ljr xuonetf enou^ i6 mevt^ ^ ^eelEs 
Itiat bav« boon eortified. 1^ £tc^ b^ir^ri imtixc^ Hia 
Vw York batika oft^ certif^di^k^ of d«i|Mitofl» in 
focA eredit foir mitthiargo]^ sumsitaiir '^e makwr bats Ga 
lAepoidt with tbeiKk ; i& ottier words^ the bank tfkidbrs^ l&e 
Hotels of its depositos. As eert^ed ^Mei^B pttifs 'afo viMidily 
ai monejr, a^iaaiif may ec^amaoid twiee as* DCM^h^bfiliital aa 
he is really wordi. Banks also' Ibati iKkiMEfe^ cmd ti^d 
stocks i(Dr ooUatetn^ secmritf* J^ is in^ tln^^^^f gre*te&t 
atdngexicy of eoui^o tiiat de]k>ditoi^ are tildfiil'apt to^^hav^ 
«le€i:s e^rilfiod £ov muoh lai^er snkDS tbaii th^bat<e on 
deposit' okid thatt xeibftey is borrow^ct by ispoeala^iears OA 
^sioc^ bel3 by ^«iti. Th^ banks thus' becoimf kxlireeily 
parties t& iha s]ie«i^ations sad vhen- a cn^seomins ih&y 
suddenly find thiaoadi^hndS responsibte |cnp eertaAed cieeka 
in iiitio& larger* sntas llhati &e' UMikei^ df the ebee^s hkve 
on* deposit, and they are theiciselYiBS juressed fonfanda ia 
meet the certified oheck^. yet dare not call in'the demand 
toajiB they have made on sto^s, for if they dtonld ^kiB 
itboks trottld have to be' sold in a depressed er fiolliiig 
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ma?ke|ty thus iacreasyig the ^^pression and cat^sing ja 
financial orash. la this iv:$^ , tKe banks , thexquselvos ai9 
often drawn into a niost.cratios^j^^sit^on. 

None of ^ese oppqtji^tiuuj^es for helping pn th(^r pur- 
pose were neglected Igr^^i^k and GK)uld during their ^ock 
tip. They continued to ^ue new stock and looked up aU 
ttie money it .brpught Between the time of their comins 
into abs<4ute power in J^ly and tiie 24t;h of October^ 
235^000 scares of new stock were bw^i^Hj issued imd put 
vpon the n^l^et^ increasiiig tl^e capital st9ck from 
$34,265,300 to $57,766,300, or an increase of $23,501,000 
in about three months. The first week in November waa 
a most trying and cr^ical one. Money commanded 
©ictraprdinary rates of daily intei;est, all stocks were 
falling, several o£ the banks were greatly embarrassed, 
many firms were failing and a disastrous crash seemed 
imminent. Urgent appeals went from Wall Street to 
Washington for the Secretary of the Treasury to relieve 
the situation by re-issuing some of the currency that had 
been withdrawn from circulation under hia .policy of 
iKmtracUon, but he regarded it as a mere contest between 
^speculators, in no wise affecting the business interests of 
tiie country and so refused to interfere or swerve from his 
course of contraction. Calumny even represented him as 
interested with the "Jock up " clique, and of course the 
leading spirits eagerly encouraged this impression. Fts^ 
and Gbtdd now feeling WaH Street securely in their 
clutches gave the screws another remorseless tyjxi* 
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Another fall in stocks followed^ Erie going^ to 8S, a Ml of 
jnst 50 per cent since, the new manc^ement obtained 
control, and N. T. Central fell to 114, or 2S per cent^ 
since the ck>mm6ncement of the ^^ lock np,^ a feJl that told 
the making^ and losing of many a large fortune. Other 
stocks fen in like manner; nrore firmsr failed, thecondi^ 
tion of the/banks became more critieal and renewed 
appeals were made te Secretary McOidloeh and he wbs 
'assured that unless relief was afibrded there must restdt « 
financial crash that would involye not 6n}y New Tork 
but the business interests of the whole countay. At 
length, finding the situation so serious, on Saturday 
morning, Nov. 7th, he telegraphed to New Tork that 
he would re-issue $5(^,000,009 of currency to reHcTO thtf . 
ntuation if necessary. This gave assurance that the 
power of the clique was broken and so relieved appre- 
hension, but as the currency was not issued the stock, 
market did not react but dragged on through another 
week of depression. The combmation taking the new» 
from Washington as their warning, miproved this week 
to cover all their shorts and prepare a new scheme. Of 
course stocks would react suddenly when the stringency * 
was removed, so, after covering their shorts^ they bought 
heavily and went long in all the leading stocks, prepa- 
ratory to reaping another harvest from the coming rise- 
And now was discovered an opportunity for gratifying ft 
little revenue. 

Whmi Drew deserted the " lock up," knowing that the 
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ie^ign 0I tho nxanagexa was to ^press the prioe of Ericf 
and b«bg awarei of tke large secret issue of new stock, ke 
sold hea^nly short of Erie, and waited for the fall. Fisk 
and Gkmld Joimd out that he was short and resolved to 
make use of that ciroomstanee Jiot only ta transler largd 
' suns of mcmsj firoa his: pockets to iS^mr own but also 
to wreak Tettgetato*upon him for tnmmg traitdr to fheni 
in the ''look up" pk>t Accordingly, while they made use 
of the week following the news &om Washiagtcoi to cove? 
their own shiots most advantageously, they managed to 
keq^ Sxie deoUning slightly so that Drew &iled to covet 
his shorts. 0^. I^atu?dciy, the, 14th, :all their plans being 
ripe, Erie sold for 8$ daring the regular busii^cvis hc^ur^ 
but in the afternoon the managers of the ^''loiok up" 
unlock their twelve millionii of currency, and put. it ia 
dreulation sjoddeuly, giaking money very plenty.and easy 
and under their new combination for a rise Erie jq[uiickly 
shot from 35 to 47-rra.rise of 12 per cent, in an hour or 
twp. Dww .was immediately filled with alarm and 
reali^ that he was caugU in a trap. Gteat excitement 
prevailed l^te ii^^the aftemc>on wd through the evening, 
&r it was now evident that new developments of an 
importaAt chai«M$ter were at hand. The course of things 
for: the last three months and the taHl of 50 per cent, in 
Esie had dispelled the delusion which had led to such 
laige foreign investments in that stock in July and 
August, and it was now discovered that New York agents 
of the foxieign puxehasers had been selling the stock and 
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it was expeetod that Isirge aEOOimte of it^ wouldi tariff 
iiN>m Englaiid bjr the ^Imimer due ih Mottdarf^ tiler 2Sd. 
Rose who ^d iihx» teid ibr tK^ Ic^i^gn oustoniers 
niieii tiM itoc^ ii^as deprevsed jievi? naitoiSaiisp desiced witiir 
Bmr th*itiMpiioe skohdd iiGtbenM^bii^run tqpfflgaaaa 
fe* BflMulttlrve'piuf^ostoi- \A^ oi^asiiltatiaft iraalield'by ike 

«ad iibims.ddCMkd toitooH^tiy fiie Gimri^4a^Tliomf<sif 
ft0t«Dtk>]i« ADooK&igly Sotnrdttf B^t !trltgi M^^ed 
^ Jhaasir in maikii^ liie nmessasry affidavv^ 8ta1iiiig''&^ 
•oinmedf I^Smmibat^etdmifi^tim i^yee^ 

mlatiietpiwpaM»m i^ebtioa ^ (flattittoSi eib.' T&^m afl^ 
do^tis iin$i« lo^ te tSB&A (m M^cbty to jprocnts^ thc^ 
reoaoT^ 6f FlBk- «nd Cbold irdm ocm^^l- of -tiie Efid 
fialtw^y Aad^ fiie a^^mtmeilti of a reoeii^ei' to^ tako 
<baig^' «f ltd aflSa^ M»* Avg'M^ iBJ^moiit being tbe 
Aio^ pn^D^ntHige&t o^ ibm i&t^^gxk dtoddi^ddts ie^d m 
gedHematt of highstaiididgand^ griiatiii^Uenoe^ tbd i^uil 
ima to' bo brou^t itt &is t^^Hai But I>i«w, trttbi to biid 
iWtaro'Of pumtdi^ iiae6iirs» iigonmsfyr-more^ ttiaa a Aiw 
boura ait tbe( xiMMSt in^ a- ctifaeal diiua4to% add' mtttralljf 
liaving |M> Teiy iirtrODg ooiKfid^ndo in iho olioaey of the 
O^iirb to rditt^o Hm ^ Ms^~ pTtisittLt eadgeiicy, had no 
aaoaar awosin to the alBdatita-tlLan ho was mdy to botray 
|ii(li6r parfy 4[|r both provided he oduld only get MindalC 
out of the diffioulfy« Accovdiugly iJter spending Sai^« 
day night in conference wi^ ihoae united, with him to 
oppose Fide az^i Gkmld, and in making aflidaritg 4o be 
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IMed bj/Hr; 'MoBBm^tm li^gal ptooeediagv againfit Aose 
g^ntfom^iL.oii ]k(pii(^ sAoauA^ he i^ad^ ii lu» first 
bu^e^a j^n.^iiuidajr tot eall, on EiA and ei^doavor to 
apqi^ p^r^Pli Md mU^ for lumaslf by iimioung the 
fi)ku|^^<Wi M4rbc»tra)ripg itbQ.deeigni iO^ bia friefids in 

»8SI57%,,ftU,,|jhai4etaa§ m^ d4n«#roi <tf tl)# popitUm in 
^l^l^lb^ i^^jm8:w«irt pboed bir il^ «iiddm ms^ leUing 

f^em^^ ^m pn. tb^ miu^mirt Mdt IbKn, mNifMtiinij'ifeB all 
tbj# ff^ft^}d«m^:MxduiQiM: «acL tDbacbevj, itaeekly. t6- 
4ua^l^^tb%t.^oq9L»)j||aa}l.ib^ be qp^a^ tbn^iigb -vbioli 
]^e bi|]^3e}{ p^gbt.e^pe* {liak Ivit^nad a^ntiTdy tm 
b^ had^4rawn fi«w }^ in&>m^i &U; toondodge of erwry 
detail pf il^e c^rou^taocfw a^ d^iignt of. bia oppoo/^i^is 
and tbam to tb^T^qu^ ^9^ wbic^ tb0 ii4natfyo mubd 
be x^otuTfed 1^ 8ajf4oxiic, laugb.an^ iEiaid,,.^'4bl bal <iM 
fellow, Tva go^ you jn^ ;wbM:9 X wmiypu jfco^i ^y thii 
revelation of ibe situation you areaUpbttied wbolfy in 
wg pptwei^ Ypn'^re ii^; a«d you .ean't get onii^ bellov as 
iWfb,fsyou^fyr ^ 

' 13(f^^ ''old ff^ eloq^nt!' In t^arif plead and bemgbt 
to be i^eliev^ and ez{M»8sed :ani,pdjtiie wilUagneea to 
retract tbo; affidavit^ on wbieb tbe. Anil was ts be inati** 
tuted and be]^ to barrasa all tbe vest in ey«ry possiUe 
w/iy if ^e wei^, on^ assisted to^^i^e lor '* flienLsbozia" 
^^L^t^ >nns. Bj^ Jidi was ineiioKaUaH He komm 
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haw iaiidL:a promiBer of Drew's irato tMnrft^ he knew fhdt 
Drew oould now help him to nothiiig whidi he eould not 
do bet<ier alone, he knew that 'Dtew w^ his choieest 
piece <rf gMne, ilie man from whoai most nkon^icoidA^'he 
wntng mtiie psesent «itaatibn, ^d' he^prja^d tA'Aol&w 
-men, fortunlBto^ the iM^oppottnnity of grftt^jri^^ 
Tenge. He therefiiMrettfrned « Aetf eftr to a!l tiie mdtai- 
fiil enlTeatiee^ totd DrtfW hid ilmtf ^*"(ttb Utstman'&afit ought 
io whine ovet^ knj pdsi<ibn he . plM^dd bihffli^If ixt* irittt 
regazd iot£rjek^^ end 'ilii^y g<^ so Ifiapate^t of 1^ 
oontiiiiied'lippeals ihilt he i&fonned tiim he oonld fidtim to 
hnn no longer.* After hours of eeU^tnmiUiKtkm :and 
jtbjeot cringing, the wilj^«t«rtui of two-^atid-setenij^ears 
snddenl^r eemposed hu ^xnmtesanoe Its n diild drids lib 
tears on findktg'Aiey Bre ttselese, and, noting upon Vhsk^h 
polite /xequest to leave, heiaj^g cbatls of fire on his 
enemy's' head with an nrbanifj ihdtrCSieBterfieKl might 
hare ^envied, though it Uii&t hiive faUen much fike 4 pun 
at a faneral, he rniHIj sa^d^ tH bid you good eVefidng'* 
and bowed himself oat ^' • . j :^ - ■ - ^ 

The sitUBtioii now called' lor immediate action on tbe 
• part of Fisk and Gould and not a moment wais to' be lobti 
As eoon ias Dreiw^had i^tftfred IWt sum:mohed a couhcil of 
his confederates to^&tek to the information h^ had gained 
and deddfli upon the course to pursue. The tactics 
speedily adc^d stamped i^m as men 6f no common 
mould and t^si possessed'oif ne common power. It was 
decided to> fbrestaU ibid comijEig Behnont suit by comments* 
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ing u soft first Affidavits wei% at cfnce maJe aUeging 
that certaiiii partiiBsSrere conspiring to injttre tiie Erie 
Bfiihroy bj inferftring^ ^A tfie directors, tlmt there was 
danget -of iirjilnctions tiiat Wonld he of^ great injury to iSie 
inSsr^ib ofWe road, t&e Bti>e]thorders and the public, etc., 
etc., iiDl'ih^iteftt]^ &e'app6intmentbf' a receiver to take 
ohiirge^'ttie road iras prayed for. And now to whom 
shoruld they'^ to get this legcd farce and bare-&loed &aud 
carried out ? What judge, in the light of tfns nineteendi 
celftitry and ift this land of boasted Uberiy and law, would 
diH^gprace the bench by petfobning siich' a monstrous 
parody 6n the rery naine o£ lawf "Who wouM dream of 
their goiiig to the rery judge whom they had declared 
corrupt in ^ former affldatit, 'vi^o had chased them out of 
the State only e^bt months before, taken the lead in de- 
nouncing them ai3 Vfllains, and pronounced ^he bill they 
had Inribed through the Legislature to be *'a bill legaliz- 
ing counterfeit money?" Yet this was what they did. 
GcKirge G. Barnard was the judge selected to authorize 
this fraud. Ifor did they wait for him to appear in his 
Court They surprised him on Monday morning before 
his toilet was completed, and such was the strange trans- 
formation that had come over the mental, moral and 
legal nature of this man since the spring months that he 
eltended a cordial greeting to these men he then so 
vehemently anathematized, and soon the outrage was legal- 
ized by iSke same signature Ihat was attached to the writs 
which had driven the suitoi-s into exile on the 11th of the 
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pre9e€lkig V^iffj^ ^Dpa ]|i£Mxio]|8,fiti?p/taken,f;j(i^ 
wer9.rm...|^i;{oct k^^pipg. The x^iyieet for a .it^w 
hav^ beea^gmnt^, who was n ^pn^per person ibr <^i9^;f^ i 
re^p^QfiUe tnut? The man wliom ihi9 i;pright Judgft , 
deeQ^d4t most tfpftcpia^fxy appointr was^ npi^e xHt^er ih^j^ 
JayiQoidd ! And m the receiver x>t ^ch a rQ^sp^^ble^ . 
trust 39U8t ^^» rl^vy And most u^o«bted bondsi who 
would be his .bomdszaaa? The 0Dejl|Qn4si^an in eyei^ 
w^y satisf actoofy %o ^e distij^iguished Ap^rt was JttP&eo . 
Fisk, Jr.! With this inoiii^o^s prooeedingit^^^xiQ. 
tioaed bj the Supreme Courti.ibe s^rjse^party withdrew- 
and left Judge Bar»Bi?d to coipplete his toilet ittJeisurer, 

When !iheOoiixi(s opened i^i^n o'clock,. Mr- B^linont's 
lanryers aji^ared b^ose Judg^ fiatherland And ^€^901- 
m^oed gnxxDe^jdi^s^ in the (rc^^ilar .wej^ obtainii^f^a^.. 
in^netiim- and get^^ .Mr. PAyies, ran ex-judge of ; the . 
Co^rt of 403P^^ appoint^ receiver, -When ih^y hiid 
be^n ISirot^gh with all th^ir .Ijrouble andrfeH thes^/^ves^^ 
nowseoore,,the Drew-Bdn^9nt,partj w^^j^o^qBwi^at^s^r-. - 
prised to learn that '^thejregular w(|y " was altogether too 
slow a fcoadi to rtiavel t^y if they would , head. off; Messrs^ ^ 
Fisk a^id Gould 4ia»d were astonished not ^ little ^tpfi^. 
that, a reviver had Alrea47 heen appointed in the in;<i9j^t. 
of Messrs. Fisk. and Qould while Judge Sutherland was 
still enjoying his last slumbers in the Bierning> and that ^ 
that.recei^r was Jay Gould, with James. Fiak,f»Ji;.^ far , 
bondi^^nan. Under the influence of tins news in Wall . 
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9a$A iifben IbtMikio bIiB* ££bi£ee]iidd;A8 i&oitghiihe '^jBitniQ$t 
length of iniquity to which a Ijlttd^g^ryradid^dav^l^^'iiajr 
beto'irew^faednlQy ^iMge^Baifliftrd^ tkisiday^r fKfke9dah^f 
btttrdn WflcbasdajTiBD^iiiiig }sej&ih>w6dit'^ bylin cvder 
wldch xfasde^OoB aone eof rMoadiyv ihlmSt as It ^ wai, seefii 
'^pdreAs tiio> :drMii onidw.^' Eiikmild fliDiildiT9aiLl»$ tO' 
Me><lie<ft]ids?6f tk« £nb Ikteasur^ in^i)iiikil^^attt)|*<th6li* 
<^tcorn;M/'>i)uiiiiLefeiiisa4tottitB cuqprisslyif^ibiddl&g «fij 
zbilnMid otd kpKO^jfi^' in itt «im. itM^ > and ith(^ ifdt iii 
WGuth iirbikr to tIoI^ tb^ix* «t^'wMi «o»id 4MaIl qi)vo# 
of leg;alify. .9?^ XKH^-ptm^ tb^ir ipntposd) v&itMh t^»#«m 
XDade aifliiiiig 1imt:t»inordoii^ todited as'to tike tegaHtgr 
o£a:>rcctii<Ji3iiie of twolo^rvtiivtohimdied tfaQ«8and«hai«B 
of itQaky.iiwii^fbren^^>Beoeiw/3oiild ipetitiioaed Hm 
Court finDuistractioti «ad Mthoj^ totuie ih« fu«id»^f tbe 
Bdd tMRunuy to buy babk tins ^^odk 6f do4bllU leg«afi^ 
at^nj pxiee'tess'thiui par,'lbat>it'migkt^be^afioelled. In 
otber wo»l8) ffay Gbuld^ias peesid«nt'of tb^ Srk IUul>«^y, 
hflfddsA&Mltwoioriihyee buddrgd (^i^usaftd'dbaiW6f%tocky 
inidtreet Vii^tuHtof a statute ISstbiddiiig^ ab iiicFeaae df 
capital itdbk, and disposed of itat about 40 ta depbess^tb^^ 
maiketra»d^^ <m tbe ^'Ipok'Xipj'^ ttkid'ufler't^ oechnse 
bad sent the jstook to ^^'Jay Gould, as^Teceiver, allc^ng' 
tbe iUegs^iiy of>his aet ai^ preiodebt^ nefw^^iAiiihr aulluAlr- 
ity ia direct "cocifliit^tb auofiiet «tatute^!i(M^itiliL{(.-any 
raihoad to qteeulata in its* xmti stooki to totte tbe^funsk^ ^ 
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fli6 trc aw ay to biqr baek at parHbk veiy slodk iMently 
0old 1^ liim «k about 40. And this nuibotitf Juig$ 
Banuttd poomptlj gnatod! 
Dmw kad no tiine to ejaculste orer tho muaadtj of tibit 
^ ord6r» Whatmror its Bfttai^i lie knaw^^it meant '^bud- 
naea" fav binL fiaaairthat iherewas now no potsiUe 
eaeape for bim ttd 4hat lie must &oe ^le music aad \mj 
Erieoa the beat termi he oonld to ooyer his shorts befose 
a ooraetcoiM' be ekfled on him. . Fisk aixd' QkmMy^wiih 
fte:.wliole:Eria;.tBta8iii7 at their' disposal; bj osier of. 
Jadge BMraani^ now also set:to bojing irith all their 
miQ^ detBJntaine4 to eoziier. their ea^lj instmotor. DreiT' 
was, 70,0Ql(^ shares short send the Ag^twas a desperate 
oae^ He kaewit'Sneant aheavy.Ioss to him, but a cor- 
ner meant a stiU^heaTiar one»'andlhe fought ^agaiiMt it 
acooiduitlj* I The battle raged* all daj long on Wednesday 
and at p^ht i^ stood at 57. StiU the oontestwas not 
decided. Drew had. not secured enough to coyer his 
contraotsy iFisk and Gbuld had not secured enough to 
perfoot the comisr* The next q^onung, the .battle was. 
lenewed, bptk- poxitiea knowing that the decisive hour, 
would b^e. past and victoiy decided before, that daj 
dosed. The; books of the company show pretl;]^ accurately 
where all the stock is — ^howmuch in Europe and how 
much in Woll jStreeti so Fisk afid. Qould could tell rezy 
neady Jh^lr: lauch fbey had to control to secure their 
cornet:. On Thursday the /battle raged wiili a fierceness 
andTi9lence that quite eclipsed that on the 10th of March. 

V 
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GolliflioBs tehd bloirs were not ia&^uent in the- «sdite* 
ment. As it apjooaohed'two o'elook Erie stoodt at 62 and 
Hie scales seem^ toniing against /I>rew. So despeorate 
was tiie struggle that there was a diffldrenoeof 10 percent, 
between sioek dettvened^ isfnedintety and tiiai. to Jm det 
liTered at a qnioter l» thi:^« ^ At <tfie strifb waa enlji iar 
the Comer, whiehr amst cnlminate ^that daj^and iiw»s 
certain thid stock woidd faH aga^ when ilb» eri^ was 
oyer, and especraBy after thdsteaniet* arriyed on Monday 
bringing back ftom lEurope a large amowit of the stodc, 
theire was a difference of 16 ^ cent between MB^k to;.be 
defirered'ihat day and that io be deliyered in tiuee >daya. 
It is two D'dock aikl in fifteen minntes more ihe batde 
wiU be oyer.' Fisk and Gkmld are now confident and 
Drew's heart is sinking as: he &els - himself faying^^ into 
their pidless clutches. - The noise of eonfti^t has^ extended 
much furlJiet than lisual firom Wall Stroet, and an vat- 
wonted niiin&ef 'tif lookers^n have gaUxered around. 
Eveiy man holding a ediare of l^e stock that has been so 
fickle deems this Ms mo^ fhyorable time to sell and erexy 
ayailable share is now thrown upon the market J3ud- 
denly'Iaitge quaiititi^s of stock supposed to be in Eusope 
make thenr appearance. This makes jnattersseem yirary 
dangerous for the side that has almost won. A hasty 
investigation shows that some hundred tkousand^ shares 
issued in certificates of ten shares each, intended for ciiuu- 
lation in Europe onlyj had been laid away by anuill 
purchasers in N(»w York and were now being brought omt 
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This is a^dlimagiiqf lixmia Viak and QfMdi^afA u, hemvj 
re^ferc^mi&t aiikuiT opponesi al tbe T^f^ t^4*xu&g point 
6f 'tii< batttow fioi^T^, ttoKo JMMSfb M 90 .waToriog or 
tb« d&j: k laft ^ S&e^ atoGk, miiKl 'WtabsorJML at all 
haauda and; m hU ten milMiM ifi#f#^.r6i|iaia ^ej jtbrow 
ibkmmkvm Toidiik^ bra^wilb all 1j|b# i^be|nei^<^, and 
MW^ fiir whkh J'iidc. ia. Mtod, .uauiaiiAtf4r bjF j^ up- 
towatft tfvmasa, , Xhtj tee gUf^efiii^Jn tba UBfd^peot^d 
■txMdc !lyj tba JlivadMid ihas^fs^ pet wii^atar wbf^v thoir 
bsiJe beoottMi mtManly ateanad at Utip ai^ooat c|^ .^^cl^ 
iUat&^w in iiu; oartifieattoa to meet tbia.la8t.gfptBd,^haxga 
ndi relnais to aaiii^r th^ chaoka Ser aay f lur^r a^ina, 
and dealers refiusa toaAcept ik«ir4he9ka.UQ}ea^ ca^ed. 
OCfae Monf is yazatieva, but Sis)^ ia sii^ undaunted and 
XBliiea {6*. the n^'mi^tg^mj wUb the, enefgj^ of a. sxan 
'iKtme <Hu >b)r th« meiH^ dat^armned iri)^ f^dasperation 
aombmcid; ▲mmg6Kitf&t« aj|e i»fttni^^; touia to have 
their obedu oMified at amtlk^:baiik:an4 ^J return £;Hr 
tliekatdeapemte.diaigetliatia to winibeday. ^utfive 
jttinntea have been lost isc milking tbarnew arrangement 
for liaving their dieoka certified a^d thej are the i^ve last, 
deoiciVe momenta of the sttuggla* Draw improved them 
while Mi Mieaiiea were erippled. Hia aborts were covered 
and the corn^ was defeated. Erie dropped at once to 42. 
It had. been a. battle of giants in which both parties had 
anffered severely, each infLLcdng heavy and damaging 
blows. upcNOk the other and neither gaining a triumph- 
rDbraw .had escaped the ruinoos grip of a comer, but bad 
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bMti £MMd td #9feT ftt ii/bcrat 58- hit (xmtrftctafor 70,000 
dhftre» of irhl^ h^weiit abort at aboui SIS, and the day 
had ooel him about it millkm a^d a half doilon. Fisk 
and (jk>ttld liad graced reveiige upcm Di^ir, but as thej 
hdd imif^t.^ifimiM q^mdii^ M $iadL at ^ high 
pnoem aad lUid Ailed td get.lbeiz' ooraer eii^Bteir tojre» 
fie^ 1l^96B^<^ thl^ bttrdene and' the stock hiad ud^ ttiksA 
M ^Uiei»^ haiUi% the Mfenge had cbfl[^> Ifaenvor i&e Brte 
l^Hnty, heanrily^ aid tl^ daj had probably saos# .^afci 
oatt^led aU tbeujNroits^ from, the fdebediag '^ioekvp'' 
ilsid bea^'eati^^a^. - . . •. 

H^jtk ^lis danf'^ b«(fle I>4niel Dtvir rdtked iram, «B 
t^m part in Wak Btte^ afiaiim A k>Dg carlwr of.cozt- 
atant strifes a&d battles cksedimth a^iievere aiid bitter 
blow, bat it left him stiU possessed of miUions* Ho saw 
the Bpsk c£ young Amerioa was getting £sr too strong for 
^ lus s^;od nerves aiid retired to his tiatiy^ towu t^ devote 
Imns^ entirely ^ buiMing^ a&d etid0WMAg Methodist 
ehwtdies^ Methodist seiiiiLariiM and attending Methpdist 
prayedr-BBeetiaga. Ha i» seen '*/on thd strei^" no more 
tecept at rare iaievTsils^ irkea he cotaies dowu to^look ou 
wi^ OM eiEpressiDn cf mfite^ dli)d<4ike wondw on his 
eounteaanceaad his arara folded behind him as he watdies 
luyw deilly his young plipils now stadc thje.eords and throw 
the dice; but to all inTitatioaDis to take a hand in the game 
once more he mournfully shakes his hoad. 

Through tiie week following the culminatiw of the 
ftnigsle.hi«wa«i^I)rdw.an4 Fiik the uiiiwst op^fiuuoo 
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prevailed in legud to Brie matien^ eevecal new snitr 
being instituted on the one side and tiie other, opposing 
reoeiTers contending for possession, and the wildest reports 
eircolated as to the designs of MessM. Eisk and Gould. For 
a day or two it was fully bdieyed &at they intended to 
abscond to: Canada na Europe, taUng with Jhem all die 
funds of tiie Erie treasury.. They barricaded themselTeff 
in the Erie offioes aaad it was found ixoposdble to gc^ ,tQ 
Aem to serra upon them any papers in the suits that had 
be^n instituted^ Offices were, staiioned around the. buildr 
ing and at all the ferries and depots to oatoh them in qi^e 
they attempted tovescape^ After tUs situation had {aeted 
iXKt a: week, late on Sunday nighi s&veral of the party 
em^iged from the office and started for the ferry. Eisk 
was immediatel^rapproadied and. served with some legal 
papers, whereupon be returned to the office to asowtain 
their nature. Knowing now that he was^ closely watched 
and that he might be served urith numberless other legal 
documefits and even be artested if he made atno&er <^pen 
attempt to cross the f(Mny, he prepared himself as if for a 
voSasquerade. Ijdl this gnise^ with his identity concealed, 
he once more emerged '^m the office and approaching a 
carriage tiiat «to6d in waiting, instructed the driver, in a 
loud disguised V(»ce, tc^drive to the Fifth Avenue Hotel, and 
then entered the carriage: l^ie driver drove rapidly up 
the street a few blocks and then in obedience to previous 
secret instructions disobeyed the loud direction given out 
as a blind, drove to the OourtUmdt Street inxy, and bgr 
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{his eiTGuitaas passage laiiided bis. preciotiB freight safdy 
in Neisr Jersey. Soib^ officers, suspecting such a more, 
had ordssed over the ferry to the Brie depot m Jersey 
City* Here they fbund a director'B cair- and an engiiie 
ready for a sta/rt, though they were in£>rmed ho tra^i was 
going out Wailing to watch developments^ they sooa 
lieard an unusual whistle up the road towards the Bergen 
tunnel. At sound of this the trftck-master feigned much 
eatmtement at the position <^ the directoi's car, told the 
engineer he had no business on that track and ordered 
him to Stai^ up and back down upon another track. The 
engineer st&rtc^d up but, instead of backing down as di-> 
rected, kept increasing his speed and passed off up the 
road, leaving the officers standmg alone. These ciroum^ 
stances Were'put together and it was now considered as 8 
certainty that Fisk and Gould had run away and carried 
all the money of the Erie Bailway with them, and an- 
nouncements to that effect were made in all the papers 
next morning. When Msk got the morning papers £rom 
New York and read the news, he telegraphed back an 
indignant denial and his ca^d was published in the same 
papers next morning. He declared he had only gone to 
Binghampton on matters' connected with the business of 
the road, and such proved to be the fact. Mr. ilsk re- 
garded the articles published about him as gross libels and 
on returning to the city he immediately commenced suits 
£Dr-llbel against a.11 the leading papers, laying ihe'damages 
in each case at $1TO,000. He, however, subsequently so 
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f»ri>iMliriiii hUi 
Bm m Mg tmSMJm^^t^i^bitt it wmt i 

ikMiAm^w^m^wmfUttahti 

eMMl ThkMMHidt#f»vieXr.FUkA»i 
li0 Md »1|0 «r#tldm ft jltflc Wd Jitfawrc— n— ailhgil 
pr » fi i» din i yf ■t<iii»t ii«fti|f erarybod J om ft aioit vagftifi- 
CMt Mftk, Deoamber lOdi ha eoaimaiiead % 9smXmguaA 
yftn4#rl^t.«tf |S,5O0,do5, ftOegiag thai tka aattleBiaiit5>f 
Jttljr waa ill^illy and aaaldng.to jeoover fl&a aoaaypaii 
VftTMlafbUt on that o^caaioflu i^ anit waa oommenoed 
ag^inat Wotkftiid SpbaU on ilie .aama traaaactkn in tba 
uum 4ft |4'i9|260« A^giut Balnumt was anad ^onr iojuriog 
tba Erie Bailwaj t^ ooBMaencii^ a. suit ii^ainatits dkec- 
tiirn and tha daouigtH were |4aeed at a miUkm of doUava. 
An fjcaminatioii of the aeaoada of tba Brie offipe ahowed 
that aome yoara bofore wbe» I^w yt^m dii^Qctor he bad 
bought oortain ateamboata of the compaaj, «a0d tbeon in 
the company's buainesa on I^tke Erie^ obai^iod tbor^om* 
pafiy tot laid lervioe and. finally ri9»(dd ibe ateamers to. 
the oompanj. Ihia piKHMdiag was.allflgad to be firaudn- 
lant flrom bagianing .to and, aiid a anit therefor waa 
oommeno^ i^ntt Drew fyv ibe sum. of a sM^on of 
dollar*. Jt \b impoaeiUe to pitedlot'bew far iimil^ pfro- 
oaadinga might have been kept up had not some i^Oioa 
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bturfiMlw of^ a difeirting' ntttofd reqitijrad s^^ IMck fttteiifion 
firoixi Mr. Eisk amd^affoMed Kim a nefw amtisBminti 
Ikm Lei^Matare woA'sboii tb ttieeiat AIBanjand Messrg. 

ebine ili ibML^tt^ ifeal^ tt^i^iito ^d €M itiY^irtigatmg 

^^{ttk^ S)it6^ Hi^ eotfteo^^ aad^ tfiie ^i^idHfo^ 6^' ilie^ Erie 
Ittaiitra]!'. HosiQ^ l^giBtetaon Witt ca^peefM in lii^ mattesr 
tf ^taifir 6ao^fmAti8^ k^tl^ df tt«^ siodi. But Vanderbilt 
liad JeolaredJ a steiek drrtdetid ot^S^pi^ oeiLt'on ^ cap. 
4tal ef fli^ it. Y. Ge^tktral' D<^. lOtb^ atact fliirwatr an ixt- 
«i«a«^ of tej^itill (»r kw&leritig bif the stMk about the 
l«gi!di^ of whik^ tiieret ^lirdiS'soiite' ddubt aKScr a» ^11 as 
ttbouf thef EHo' isste^*. Here^ y^ia' an^ ek<^ent ot^|k]frttiuity 
IbflogficffiBg.^ A bai legtiSzhig VetilderBfii'ft siock divi- 
^l^iid/iras^ass^d thi^nigh tlie Legislatoi^ \vitiiotit saiy dif- 
fietdt^ attd' thch dSBOts of Erie "ir^te pemd^ed to rest^ in 
peace. Bat now TaAderbflt wanted to get ihrongh a bUl 
iZpi^ns^idate the Hudson Mrer and Oentttd roads. Pisk 
-end Gould, appiMtencBng HUki tki»ir election froiii year tb 
year irbtddf b^ i^&atteriihrolving themiKi; a"^ seVere dtmtest 
iiUi^- ttfany ' unpfeaetant cfreunkstlbicecr, Vantbd to avoid the 
necessity of an aunit^f b&ttl^ 1d'^T^i^t'^& stodliiibldeiB 
fr^ta turning^ liiein out of oJOOCoe. TEi^y lJteJre£>rd h^d a 
iSEL prepare prtyridi^^ itoft afW^e next auhiUkl' elec- 
^on the' Srie directors shoidd be*, classified^ io tBat only 
oiM fiftirof them should be efectied amutMlJjr. ^^ey* were 
16 4M dndded^ inta cUsses, the fijst to hbKTcofBkb ftr afat 
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jears, the seopxid for five and 00 0% ihe last fiksB, holtiiDg 
for OM year only, but all AiturQ ^l^cjticM to be for six 
years.. Eitlier th^ bill or Taaderbilt'a^«(>iiaolidfl(tio& bill 
would, ^onoi 19^ wiib fi bitteir Of po^itfcioii . fud ^respuBd 
▼ast sums, of money to piMi theni ia % laTOfjiMe light be^ 
ibre tbe legiidatorp. The. I^giolati^Q^, ura^i i^p^i^i(w^ ' 
though ih^ Qovfjpiifxr was Pemqct^^ {ft jeixqimistfaiep 
ezplaweiJ^ bj.'tl^ ing^oioas fiysteza:of;^'^r^>eat!Li|g", jfi 
New Yoi^ eity), a94 ihe,;naii' engioee^ogiith^ :!Erie)€ifiSBir 
fication bill ifas Wm/ M, Twee^ii "Ixwp" qf the Defmo- 
crats and also hiinsc^ an Eriedj^sectpr./ .^e wishes of 
Yanderldlt ajoudl Hf^ Srie ring.m>t,being;jiiitagoni8tio» and 
knowing hpir xnuph hajcm. they could 4^; each oihej^ by 
oppo$itiQn,,the iwo partiea now Jointed in another jittla 
/'pool,'' thi9 time to operate not in stocky but in H^b rote§ 
o{ the worthy law-maken^ and, guardians of the , public 
weal in~ the gi^t Empixe State. They kxjyew how mssTf 
Totes must be bought and what was th^ price under 
▼arious circumstances. Th^y could imite and cany bo^ 
bills through for a much less sum than each would cost 
if the other opposf^ . Hei^o % truoe was made to their 
enmities, the l^o Jbills wen;t speedily through without 
difScul^ and Ihe^ ^ai^ d^ the s)ait of JBelinpnt (in which 
Yanderb^ was supposed to I^ influential) against the £^ 
Bailway was discontinued. Xhiadaasification bill, though 
its avcvf^d^pi^zjjose and immediate consequence were weU 
known, and though there was no doubt but iha^ it wag 
hdhed ttijrough l}he Legislature, reqeiTed the iiig^atuse of 
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Qcnmmot John T. Hoffman. At the next annual ^lectioB 
Pisk and Gbnld carried eyeiything their own way by arts 
similar to those practised the previous jear, and then pro- 
ceeded to ''draw lots " to determine who should have the 
Jong^ terms and who the short ones under the dassifitotion 
biU. Of course Vidk and Gould both drew the longest 
term, and thus'by the act of a bribed Legislature and tho 
dgnature of John T. Hoffihan the Erie Bailway was 
placed in the absolute eontrcd of James. Fisk, Jr., and Jay 
Gould for sLs years beyond the readii^of tho wishes and 
Toice jd the stockholders. Of the directors chosen at tins 
election, five were sakiied derks in the employ of Fisk 
acud €h>u]d andwereof course their obedipht tools, mere 
hdders of places like so maty wooden saen, with no voice 
-Miatever in the maoiagement, thus givibg these two men 
abselute control of a majority of the board of directors. 
Soino' sik or sev^n of t^e b^r directors were men of much 
higher (^laracter, but they were me^^yput in as respect* 
able figtmi-beads, and had all signed a pledge to support 
Gould^e' po^cy. ot resign. And, in fact, ^en the formality 
of balling an occasional meeting of ^4 board of directors 
was long ago diiE^^ensed witb and eirei?y^Ling is mimaged 
by the executive ccnnmittee, Fisk, Gould, Lane ifend Tweed, 
without ever thinking of taking a vote of the others. 
Lideed Messrs. Fisk and Gould have probably forgotten 
that there^ is such a tiixug as a board of directors of the 
Erie Bailway, and practically &ere is none. In thk 
manner have things gone on ttow &« threes 'years- trith 
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hardly jonaffintfinm ^myquarter to oppoao tlkem; Om 
^blio-spxrited* oitizeii purcdtased mnm of iiie istook imd 
eomifiisnoed legad pcoceedinga 9iUi ia dsfigaidf bringing 
Fisk afid Qould t» aoMunt The result was ithafc l£0iii»t 
wsL^iiakeB onA^of tite dUMiioliia trhk^ lie bffQUg^ ili 
draggi^ bf£s]r» Jufiga Bamdrd in Keir Y«^ ci^, who 
iasued jin jii|6ii^tiiin £iAiddiiig faim fionci taking any tot 
ibar pToetiidIngs,Snad:^bm ^5^090 for toiil;ete|>t>i8f'eQ«ti 
in iriDlfiAing,t)]laiibjiMi9lJI?ix bj^iOQ^i^id^ ^ >ti^ 

iadal, thoitlie y^.fiHroad t^tfyiX wi|b/^ #0^ j)i{^aj3|iii$^ 
and befose itfak >0)MaJd. j^^ig^ and, i^hfift J»a <^^«3tod dit 
going to tcial. belfoirft BKobsoA^ jaign^n^ wad ^aniwr^i 
against him bj' d^ult • Thin •expetsBMiit w44 ntifc .eikt 
oottcagifig ioT.mia^ ^na abe ^ atlampt to .u^eifep^ tpSA 
Messes, i^ak and QoHld i^ tbeir siAaagam^iltr ^.ibOl 
was intt0dwi€Amto tbf bat liagialat«rQ tox^^pedl iib(9 £«if# 
elaaffiflofitkOjft bil^ ^tiafte^r slmoo^ex^g i^ tiifa^m^ of :tbo 
commi^eo: for #(^yat:i4 weeks^ vim^(mi^,fo^^(^ti^ a^^i&Bist 
ib© ropoal, tiling l>ew oonviaosd i>f its proprfeifgf. fto^ 
bablj jhB joopvm^ QM. xlujbroi^s f»r.)a»tfiy yeciniTiip j^md 
!Vfill.ne0d to iiav;0 tiii^it jxiinfta^^widnoM anQW^jm^ibfti 
aubjiiQt by ^i^^tfi^m^^^ V^rU* GmiA mi^ Vmk ^wsa 
adApt9 4tii4^lj5itift i»»d'aft^.cw*iftwi>g tb& ?»fl#er,^a«a* 
fully,, 4 la Ma^tcHJ©^ wllipeipwt ^gaine* thci ^repeal. 
: The i$su© of uew stock: ^and ftio tjicto of th* Wnage- 
ment ia the &11 o| .I$6j8;,booap^^ ovtrag^ua that the 
Stqck Coajrfl at la^igth i»solv<e4 tp shield itself Jrpm snch 
M»d#, 9n; ^ jjlth irf October ^ iQ9!ima»tl^ <¥f ft# 
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boned -vv^Mdvpqi; Ji^fG<yaid<toteakdiiiqumet 88 to the 
amomit of ntm «lto^k :tiMit bad b^mi issued a&d th« 
probaibBiities as toixnpre nerfjr issats. The pi'osideiit W 
Erie i was weey 3ai»aA. and afiMlie ^ta ithe ^ cdBormittee, inf 
nnnrons hkudL i^e ^wiaadMng wi& aa , nworoiKteid* spacUe 
as !k0 talkid at>iQliah knglkvpon «^«ry qxi^on^iasked 
lunu ^Sie conmuttae ^^n..qifite dazUsd by Aa gnndeor 
fx^Us^aatiun^flbd Meas, ttidridtk their eyas 4b«s.loadal 
mitik dnstibd^ Mftntliai oto.xBfort |irpqgveai. ; Wltcaliba 
luiiMded^ )tbi^ bad gathered sr^ iiiUmdt|BdJD.Xia«ni> 
tiiUe of UbB bestd «ad ait%>p^ (9i Jaj Odnldflaflaibiag^ 
tt.wis icMiBd. /ihat ne^ stock hadl.jb^oa iasiied (to Ae 
^lltenl/)of.teni■iIttppDlS.iftf :dall«f!8 And tii^Ds iraamoltelbBg 
]»$W; l90f ^ ^lOMBs . liRDnld be jke|ii:tqp. 3^bia nmbhh 
enduirlsg bt>dy> tunaUa to iestsain theii; iadlg— rtnn and 
fanpatienvf (iflij loiig»Sr tusedia tasblntKMi? 

" TJiat oaj^d .«|tw ;rasuai7J81s1v l«fi8- ftif ISMui* wl» 
not cjall or deal in^ ^way r^tiye, sp^ijlative atpck ,of .any 
company a registry of whose 0tock is not ^ept in. ^ome 
responsible bcuik or trust coknpany, ot oilief 'satisfaclory 
agenisy, Imd ^B^idfeh'slilitf'liot^^yli ptflilic noto at the time 
ef ««teklfiflbift^^stl6lH^stiy ot^i&^iaAetxk Miat^ido 
frititefltoditaii^Tqgiaierttb OAdiskBlltatif^iflpaat leM 1^>rty 
4ayfi' m^ril^m^h *^W #^i^RfiftBWf9 %»d ift,writing to th^ 
president of jthis bgard of op^ i^t^jjided incrj^se of the 
number of shares, eitl^er direct or tlxrough an issue ^of 
convertible bonds, and whicb shall not at the same time 
gtTB ijotibe of the dbject fbr ijrtdch such istfue of ^todc or 
bonds 4i «lk>^ to bis sittAe/^ 
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'^ This wm a inoti keftsooaUtt Mni,^M,ppmptiMA9 ngfoim^ 
fyjfi imd <tti0 to which no Ikdnoit boavd of diroeton 
coiUd make ike least objeedcm;^ biit when i^ ap* 
pcanted dlst of Januaij, .1869, osrmd Erie had not 
registered in comi^iance wiflL.thSs re8ol|itumi«ild it was 
ooiisequentlj stridEsn ftom ihe list of stoeka called 
at'the iBtoek Boaxd. . Fisk 'aad ^Qould, wUh an utter 
iadifbrence and eren ocntempi for this disgrace jof their 
fciad and stocky stepped jast across Broad Stnet from ihe 
Stock Exchange, Engaged a suitable ncxnn, organiaed a 
new board of theix' own, called the NationU Board, 
whereiii Em and all> the other stocks weire called and 
dealtrin as ^ongh nothing had i happened. It was not 
tiHa year and a ha}f later that Erie was QnaQj regbtered 
iuid resumed its plaoe on the Hst at tfie^^ook Booitd. 

Between the iime :that these mpn eam^ into power and 
September 30ih, 1869, the capital stock of the road was 
^creiased $5^425,700. ^ia ainouiiLt expend^ ill equip- 
ping and improving the road durliig the same time was 
$6,297,067, leaving $49,128,633 wholly unaccounted for. 
No dividend Wjss declared on anj[ of tt^ stock fBifter the 
adtentef Fis^ i^id jQould; tha.de()^;qf the ooiporation 
w«ee largely.inoreaaed, so that aU the profits etoied by 
th6 road, as well as the ttusny millions deceived fbr new 
stock, remoino^ una&ounted for. ' Ko one 1i>ut $*isk and 
Gould knew anything about it, <md what they knew they 
were sagely inclined to keep to themselves. The same 
policy and style of management was ,k#pt up to the end^ 
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the daeds oonstaatlj deepening in darkness of hne, as a 
oourse of crime eter does"-tho stock flaetofttiiig between 
• twenty and tbirtj per cent of its per Tilne,. 
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CRSAPTEB TIIL 

BBTBV9S — ▲ LVTTRS DB CACHXT — AH ZDIXOB WHIPPBH INYO 
JJLIL AT ICIDiriGET — TMS SBABCHES FOB TISK AKD XAOIS^ 
IBATB8 — XB. FISK OLOBIXS OTEB XHB ETXNT IN PBIKT. 

Mr. Eitk closed ike first year of his prominenoe in New 
York by an act betraying the worst and most dangerous 
trait of his character — a tndt much more dangerous to 
himself than to its victims — a delight in spiteful, wanton, 
bootless reyenge. On the morning of December 23d the 
citizens of New York were startled by an item of news in 
the morning papers that sounded more like an edio. of 
{he days of lettrea de cachet and the French Bastile than 
the nineteenth century and the land that boasts of being 
in the van of liberty and personal security. A distin- 
guished and highly respected gentleman had been 
suddenly seized the previous night and whipped into 
prison without being informed of the cause, handled in 
the roughest manner, and all friends were refused 
admittance to see him till morning. 

About nine o'clock on the night of December 22d, 
while the New England Society in New York were 
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mround 0^ ^^fesiire boatd" comm^norating the landing 
of the Pilgrims on Plymontbi Sock, and the Sachems of 
Tammany Hall were in like manner celebrating the 
election of A. Oakej Hall as Mayor, Satnnel Sowles, Esq., 
ihe well-known e^tor <^ the Springfield .BqwUieanf was 
stalling! ia the main hall of the FiAh At^iiii^ fiot^ 
taking with smae fiiends, when two men <^me in, 
one of whom pass^ behind hkn then turned snddenly, 
seiaed him by the arms, and iroshed him along towards 
the street while the other held a crumpled paper ia his 
£EU2e saying it was an order for his ameat and hoping 
push him out of the house. Whea they readied tito 
sidewalk a cdrriage was in waiting into which Mr. Bowles 
was hurriedly forced and then driven rapidly away to- 
Ludlow Street jail. Tl^e movement was so suddens and 
the spectators were take^ so completely by surprise,* tl^tt 
no interference could be made on his bdialf When se- 
eurely behind the bass ^ of the jail, Mr. Bowles was 
fefmitted to read the legal document in virtue of which 
he had thus been seized and incarcerated. The founda- 
tion of the proceeding proved ta be ad fellowa: 

80p£Rum ccmmr, oitt of ksit yoas./ 

Jamvs Fisk, Jr., 
r«. 
9AMVKL Bowles and otiien, composlDg 
tht firm oi Samuel Bowlet ^ C6. 



Out AKtr Cotsrt op New York, a. : 
Tames Fisk, Jr., being duly sworn, deposes and saja 
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fha,t he }a the p^aj^ii^ k^ t^ie §im^ e^titled iifiiioB:; dmt 
on th^ 28th day of ^o^^ip^^er, 1868, th^e dpfep^afM^ 
Samuel Bgwles, being the principal ed^to^. or editor? in 
chief of certain newspapers published by the s^id Samuel 
Bowles & Co., in the City of Sprikfffield and IState of 
Massachusetts, knovgi tnd deflcribed as ^'Tho Daily 
MFfi^gS»bi JSiepublfcan" and ^^The 8exni-Week^ 8|»dng- 
jfteld Ji^mplican^'^ did c^ppo^ fti^ publish of a^d flon- 
cern^n^ t^is d^nent, pl^ptiff ^^ir^^^, ^q fo^y^ 
'£alse, malicious scan^alpus fqid defamato|[7 n^atter, ^o "^i^i 
^But Fisk has probably destroyed th^ credit of t^e 
railroad (meaning the Erie Bailway Co.), while piling up 
|i £i^stan» for himself/ The multiplication 6f its stock has 
bseeii f(pisurfuL F^rom ihirty millions pf nominal capital ^ 
ye^i;* ago It has been raised to sisiy ^x seventy ^^Up^ 
and what there is to show for the difference beyond ^v^ 
worthless securities of the Hartford & Erie Eai^road an4 
a million or two of real estate it is now impossible to say. 
^e issue t>f new shares seems to have been wanton, and 
to no purpose in great part but to gamine in Wall Street 
with. ^Katbing so audacious, nothing mpse gigaiitio in 
ih^ Ifa^.of swindling has ever b^^ p^rp«frt|te4 itv thip 
country, ai^d yet it may be tha^ |klr. Fis^ and h^ ^s$i(^ 
ciates have done nothing that they cannot Icj^ll^ justify, 
at least in the New Ydrk Courts, several of whicn they 
(meaning:dfp0nf09|; Ei«k fo^d o^tb> seem «^«%r to own. 
Fisk's operations aret said to be under the l^^l guidance 
of both David Dudley Field and Charles O'Connor, and 
now both Judge Barnard of th^ State ai^l ^Judge JS^AoIi!- 
ford of the United States Court, back up and help on his 

proceedings Many eve^ of hi? friends predict £f>r 

him the state prif on or the lunatic a^lum.'' 
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ikf^^ni hiihet BBifs that iKe ^aH^ mdftet-' $iii IdA 
thove redted as bfiVki^ beeh ptiblLsiidd in tb^ i^ctid 
*'Ditily aid Semi-Wdekly Springfield HyditMican,'' w^ 
repnblisbfed in "Tbo Weekly SpringSeH . i2$/M^^«can," 
also published bjr the above named defendants, on the 
5th day of December, a. d. 1^68. Deponent further 
Bays that an action was dommdilced in &is Court by 
QM deponent dn th^ 2rst day dt imkiahe^, ISSB, M 
Hb^l fbt &e aborb teoit^ -Mm^ tmlidouii^ B«iindalotii 
and deXuDnlioi^ laiatt^, as above statM^ pubHslbed b^ 
the defendants against the above named plaintiff claim* 
2Bg damages in the sum of $50,000. 

Deponent further says that the said newspapers, pub- 
lished by the defenaants, liave a wide and extensive circu- 
lation in the City and County of Nd^ Ijbrk ftrid els6Xvhetd, 
and ttt^t by ^tosdn of i^d publi<:!diioii {Mis ^i^pon^nt hatd 
been damagied and injured hi his ^hduract^t and repvtatioi 
And his usefulness and efficiency a& a directw *and man- 
ager *of the vast interests intrusted to his care as manage 
ing director of the Erie Railway Company seriously and 
wantonly injured and Aamag^ — ^this as well for the 
fttockhdU^]^ in toid odmtKaiiy at ld%0 M fot thli &e]^ 

¥d kLMtaiBL6&o!to lb. Viat, ^u^ MaOhik!i& Md a 
Hnp^eM ^^m^i^ IseMlMk Mm GottH, M ti^iM%^fid ttxi 
neibdft of jiii^\^ hk mktti^ i^eti^ eiM ti|pbti the dhdii 
^ddVit gifted cA^ or&ei^ M the attest 6f Mr. Doivkss. 
Sheriff Jahiee (TBri^n being then on x^tf intimW UttittA 
Mik Msk tthd oft<^ detailing deputies ta serVd hiift, irltti 
ib6easi)y^£>il^dit ladil bccje^iblo^ ioid dedttxed «U4 mftUoV 
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00 imjpoTtwt tivM; fee i|F©at to give 149 pwoi^fcl pup^dn- 
tendenop (a raie &TPi^ to the arxast of Mr. Bo^rles. 3iij^ 
tlie moiBflat ihe arrest was effected, ii<nie of ihe foitiifal 
guardians and depositaries itf -the law could be found apy 
where. Everyone with power to accept bail and release 
Mr^ Bowles jl^ disappeared for the ni^ht and he was * 
ppfisigned to the jail iiU coming. Several of Mr. Bowlea'iS 
fiiends^olle^ to i»e0 JMm 00011 ^fyfur bis iacarpera^on, bi^ 
1^ JaSer seemed to be a friend of Pidc's also, Jor they 
were refused permission to see ihe prisoner. Mr. Dud- 
ley Field was greatly scandalized at this act of his 
difittinguished cUent, and as Mr. Bowles was then ai^ 
intii^ate frieiJid of the Field family, he rode abou^ 
town ifH the ear^y mpmii^ hours in search of Mr. 
Fisk to obtain the zebase of the friend of lidsiamily, but 
in vain. 'All attempts to ^d a magistrato to accept bafl 
being of no avail and the efforts of his friends to obtain 
his release before mprn^ig proving fruitless, Mr. Bowles 
prep^ed to qp§ni th^ i>jght ia L^d^Q,w Sfre^t jftiJL H 
was not a fSate that disturbed his nerves in the leastjf^4 
he woidd have eared nothing about it except for his wife. 
§hf !w#8 j^ riwj^'fefible ^e^Jltht au^M %i# tlW,;F®V* of 
ttw Wtw» fipmw ^ M<l*njy WW )ier w»¥; 4^%?t 
i^xqpit^ iigTO9^9lj- 5e iW uvawffle if> ol^tai^ frpw the 
jftilg?- t^ie jprefA fay^r of sending her ^ letter, hJ^n^ojously 
describing his prpspectivp JodgiAgs fpr jhe pight and tb#ft 
pfli^se^ the lught /^thpHt iapy of the agony or morti^tiof^ 
wWfib ¥»• JFwk wwrid *wbtteP9 tove Hi M the jww 
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aitiiatiQny and th.ezefore eufqposed anofher would ieeL 
Ethics was not included in the small cumculum of Mr. 
Fisk's education and he was neyer a frequenter of Sab- 
bath schools in his youtby so he has neyer attained to such 
a high moral perception ae to understand that it is nipt tbd 
£act of beii^ in jail^ but the cause <rf bdng thwe, that con- 
stitutes the disgx:ace, if disgrace there be. To him the 
meve civoun^tance of being behind grates and iron -dooiss 
is disgrape an4 mortification, and so long as ^at [Cannot 
he ^ paid of a man he is honorable no matter what his acts, 
but vitb the jailor's key once turned on him he must bow 
hirhead in shame forever. He seems to be imbued witjh 
the Greek morals and -philosophy, which placed ihe dis- 
grace not in steaHng the fox but in getting caught. 

The next morning of course Mr. Bowles was immedi- 
ately bailed and released, the bail being put at the 
moderate sum of $50,000. He rather enjoyed the 
e]MBode Uian otherwise, and notibing else that Mr. S^dc 
could posdbly haT« done would have been such a ben^t 
to Mr. Bowles. Every honest man in the country sa^ 
the principle of his own liberty rudely struck at in 
the person of the Sparingfield editor and felt that if such 
imperial outrages as this were possible under the machi- 
nations of the greatest scapegraces outside of Bmg 3ing, 
and witli fhe conmvatioe of ooujts aiid sheri&, personal 
freedom and safety were at an end and the time for a 
vigilance committee had arrived. The whole press of the 
country teemed with denunciations of the outrage and 
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indigiifitifyit ai^ i^ympalliy wt Uli^ i^cwit* ImtBtH ll<itmi 
in upon Mr. Bowles by &e butfiel and i&o niost di^- 
tbtgoisbed dtiiens of Bostdn offilrdd LM tbd bompli- 
md&i of II pnbfic x'eception mid dnmer, vrhkli wits 'mod- 
estfy deefined. The act wldck Hit. I^sk intefided sbotdd 
disgrace imd mortify Mr. Bowl^ faid^ liim instantly 
ti^ ail honored ikme send prot&in^ee "^rhiidh ltd w6nl<f 
^int>babfy otherwise netet hdve stchi^^dd. But TUtt. t^isk 
evidenfly felt 1^ had done d r&ty ^'siiiatt^ &ing lind 
gloried so mtlch in the! idcU of this clixtiaz to his ftrit 
y^ax of eonspieadr^ poutibn befote the ptibBci that her 
Wdnt into print ofi the subject as f oltows i 

At HoicB, BosTOR, Mass.^ 

ChriMtmoi JDay^ 

On t&e 28th of November last ^' Samuel Bowles,, flsq., 
of Spring6^d, Mass.,** published an editorial headeit 
« 13ie mw. Hefty of Watt Street'* It i^ac^ devoted t6 ft 
bitter, abusive, uatruthfbt and «tiprov«^ed attac&! o* my 
origin, Aroca^on, habits^ p^ttonal appearaiice, i^d £atli^ 
afiOictions. For example, with a reckless disregard of 
truth and railroad possibilities, " Samuel Bowles, Esq., of 
Springfield, Mafito.,'*' said: "But Ksk hais probably 
destroyed &e cre<Ht Of the railr6ad while piKng up tt 
fortune ^ hims^. The mtrtti^Heatton of its i^toek has 
been fearfdl. ¥rom thirfy miSions ^ nominal capital 
a year ago it has been raised to sixly oar sevenl^ ndllions; 
and what there i» to show for the difference beyond somct 
worthless securities of the Hartford & Erie Bailroad 
and a miTiron or two of real estate it is now impossible to 
say." Were it not inconsistetit with my well-l^owa 

Digitized by ^OOQIC 



TOL fX9IC «(X>8att IJr PUKT. 1^7 

gOo4 mtofe cMMi ii;u:|piTiiig diq^^i^u, I sl^^uld ^u^^os- 
ft*ti»«k jnroi^mio© "Safnuei Bowlee, I^sq^ iof Sppng- 
fi^, Ifil^v" 4>^ a^midpned falsifie^r |aid ^ ibtol ^ thai 

l}^s f^^ct^ its q^pad^ ibr w^qIqs/biIq f Ic^ider by i|ie 
i^lj^9^g ^^^di]^ cal^inagr cm th^ JJei^b ^ Bar ^f 

gigaptip ^ ^1^0 fff^j of swiadjjlpg Jifia^ ibyj^v b^en p0;ppe- 

irat^ ill itip ^w4>y w4 ye* i* ^wy t« tM ¥15. Fisk 

9^ J^ aasociai^s h^T|d 4^^ 'nothing ^^ tiiejr .ea^oA 
l^g^^ justify, 1^ L^as^ in J;he New Ypr}c iGour^, Bevefal 
^f ^fiipli #iey |ieei» wliollj to owi^. Fiak's ope^tions are 
af^^ j^ b^ u^dar the legal giiida^oe of bpth David 
Dvj4)py P^ld and Charles 0'£lon]|Lorj and ijiow^ both Judge 
Bfmf^rd 9^ tb^ State and Judge Blatcl;ijEprd of the United 
States Coort bftdc iip and Jjielp on bis pro^edingQ." 

The alleged indifference of the New York ciiy autiiori- 
ties to the inearceralion of ^'Samuel Bowles, Esq., of 
Springfield, Mass. ,^ was not, you will see, entirely unjust- 
ifiable. CnlpaUe as I am in selling ^' silks, poplins and 
▼elrets by the yard,'* ike generous nature of '' Samuel 
Bowles, Esq., of Springfield, Mass.,*^ is not finalty and 
utterly turned against me uaiil he has ascertained that I 
fW guihy ^ having a fathepr who j^ ip^ppily im inmate 
4>f a JsUnatic' asyluii^. This sours all the milk of human 
kindness in the breast of the Springfield journalist, and 
he prophetically consigns me to a "mad house or state 
prison.'* Under the ckcumtstances, Messrs. Editors, don't 
50U ^ink I had cauee io ioeL vexed with. "Samuel 
Bowles, Esq.^ of Springfield, Mass. " ? In order to pvotoot 
my rigi^ta I i^ppealed to the law, which is the highesi 
eg ression ipf human wisdom £>r the good government o/ 
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inanlrincL Ji any eiror Has bson connnfttdd, ttosd w&dt 
made the latr oommitted it. I regret Aat fhe wile c^ 
*' Samuel Bowles, Esq., of Springfield, Mass.^ was dis* 
turbed or even annoyed by her husband's temporaiy ab- 
sence. As for the sympathy of the syeophantic horde of 
office sockets and small-beer editors, who damored aroim^ 
file jail gates for their comrade's release, their abuse X 
expected and am indifferent to. Mr. Bowles proposed tii^ 
^;ame himself and I bowled him oyer the first innings. I 
think it will be generally conceded that I have as much 
right to defend my personal character aft ant/ newspaper 
has to attack it At all events I shall do so with the most 
unflinching determination until it is proven t6 the con- 
trary. Mr. Bowles need not fear but that I wfll bring 
him *to trial before a judicial tribunal, and then **let 
justice be done though the heavens fall,'^ and liiese are a 
£^ of the reasons, Messrs. lEJditoi^ why I arrested ^d 
locked up *' Si^nvel Bowles, Ssq^ of Springfield, Mass.'' 

y«ur obedient se^aat^ 

Jakes Fisx, Jb» 

Xhis letter neeis no oommeni Tl^ peculiar notions 
irhich the wiiter entertains aa to the dutyj>f '^ New York 
city officialsi" his interpretation and appHcatioB of " law," 
as well as some of the things which give him pleasure and 
Vhich he thinks very ''smart,'' are perfectly apparent. 
The letter is a faithful photograph oC the man. It is 
evident from his own words that he was stung, not by 
what he quotes in his affidavits and niakea the ground of 
his complaint, and that he cared not a straw for its effect 
upon his railroad, but that the personalities inflicted the 
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11^11^ iMud Hbmt Mr. Fiak soogkt not ^'Justice" at tUo 
lumdfl of " ik9 law," but rQv^^i^^ When tie had k^t 
Mr. Bowles in jail over nigkt kewas qvite satisfied, feU 
kis *' personal character " «miply defended, and despite ttie 
brplggart conclusion of^his letter nothing more ever <}ame 
of tl^e ^ott. He had jpre^Tiou^ commenced a suit for Ubel 
Ageinst Mt. Bowles in the Massachusetts Courts, putting 
the dami^^t $50,000. ThB sudden discantinuaooe of 
ibis suit and the ins&ntaneous bringing another in New 

^ York and spiriting Mr. Bowles into jail makes his real 
purpose manifest and shows howlit;^ he oared to "let 
jfi«ti^^ dona." 

The artide in the HepubUcan was written in the cheap 
sensational slyle which has largely characterized the 
columns of that paper, an4^ in parts at least, was utterijr 
reckless of the truth and of private feeUngs and disgust- 
ingly coarse and vulgar. The paragraph which undoubt- 
edly did most to excite Mr. Fisk's desire for revenge, and 
justly, was that running : 

"The appellation of^'fiat, fair and foriy,' ^o qften ap- 
plied to well preserved women, belongs peculiarly to him. 

. &e is almost as broad as he is high, and so round that he 
rolls rather than walks. But his nervous energy h 
stimulated rathet than deadened by his fat which gives 
indeed a momentum to hie mental movemi^it and his 
personal influence." 

This is grossly and scurribusly false, in the first place, 
and in the second, were it true, it would be none the less 
unjustifiable, mean, coarse and unworthy a place qi ajay 
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paper meddfig tEe liBgktMt daiift to tfeotoo^. Ag^ ft 
proceeds : '* Yaiikei^ of covrttd^ ax(A YeTttontinr at that^ a^ 
a peddtet to boot, do l^e iiof tell tbi6 t^M# BtsGt^jdi lik 
Hfb ?" A bh^^ at flio peoplo protebfy eoiifeiittfttmgr iuik^^ 
teen-tir^&tietli^ c^ the BepuMccmf^ plitroff^ A Apeda^ ffiifig^ 
at y ei^Mtefs a« of etidnmiii^^ itt Iho ijOvttoi^Mef tb# 
elimax caj^ped lirHh the sneer ^d ^eddk^ tb hoof," Mii 
jreiMr. Bbwlee eayis, '^ there^ b nothing in it' that li^lleiiled 
Hr. :^8k'8 preTiotts ocenp&iiott.'' Bi^ Mt. B&sAm htH 
diown the worth 6f liie ofonfon oA thl^ stibseet bj" gi^vii^ 
tt^o of aitt ftlMdit eixacfly opposite eh^Motoir^ 

In one place he hag said ^* there is a ^^^king fin|ptiJ' 
dence in the styled of th^ aftidle; !mt hotr cbnld the 
snbject b^ treated sympatfieticany in auy other wkjrf 
You tbight a^B well paint a i^d to'&e wi& White coloring ai 
to portray Mr. Kst's charadtelr in any other than thd 
style tised.^^ In another pTabe he has safd it xHtd **<i 
JrieruBt/ w&tnikg , , . t6 husband the resonrc^ of HiS 
health , , , and to dedicate his energies Ho bettet aild 
more legitiniate purposes.*^ 

The journalist that prosiituies his position and pander^ 
to the morbid taste for sensation in order to secure a 
large drculation for his papeiT) deserves to be rabhed iritb 
the pnUisher of obscene literakirdr. He ui erten nieaner^ 
for he does more to corrupt public taste and ntakes i^ 
prei!6nce to decency while ^gBged in the fEIti^est work 
for gain. Th6 extent to which private rights and fe^litigft 
are outraged in thip country, in order that papers, claim- 
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ing^ like the Bepuhlican^ to be decent, may make their 
4X>ltimiis *' racy,'' has groTni to be almost insufferable, and 
liad Ifr. Fisk poshed his suit for libel in a proper way 
and succeeded in mulcting Mr. Bowles in a heavy sum, as 
he richly deserved, neaily every one would have rejoiced 
and thanked him for doing a good service to the public 
But proceeding by an outrage upon the law, aba^oning 
all punishment and -seeming satined after securing the 
ofibnder in jail a few hours by means of a cQnspiraQyj wa^ 
too sudden a passage from the sublime to the ridiculous 
and for the moment stamped as a hero and martyr a man 
Wuuse legal ineaioeration would have boon weH deaerwd* 
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HftYU^ achieved' all Hie notoneigr possiblo in xajlxoft^ 
management bj the dose of 1868, Mr. Fisk suddenly 
blossomed into an entirely new role before the New York 
public with the opelxing of 1869, becoming all at once the 
Ms3benas of the stage. It has been a fayorite pastime of 
royalty in all ages to dally with the children of Melpom- 
ene, Thalia or Terpsichore, according to taste and temper- 
ament. Mr. Eisk's financial resources being now quite 
royal, he became a patron of histrionic art as a means of 
using a portion of his revenue in a good cause at the same 
time that it yielded him much amusement and recreation. 
And this he did on a scale quite worthy the most illustri- 
ous of his royal prototypes and in a style of grandeur that . 
many a prince might enyy. First he purchased Pike's 
Opera House, a grand new marble palace at the comer of 
S3d Stjreet and 8th Ayenue, the name being at once 
clianged to "The Grand Opera Hquso" on his coming 
U^to possession. Be next almost entirely rebuilt what is 
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noW th^ ftflih Areiiud Th^aird, iA 28d 9tr66^ liiating it 
onti 6f the itiodt elegant Httlef theatte^ in th^ world. & 
May h^ iMsbd the Academy of Music, iii 14th Street, and 
was thus 6p6fkii3^^ dll at one tun^, the l!ix^ finest pldc^ 
of atnttseill^nt iti ll^e^ York^ ^^ pridpared ^ntettain- 
lABnik tH ea)di of the &r^ establishm^ts Withdut the 
iOight^'tega^ to e±^se; det^nhined 6tL h&Vhig; ^4ty 
dtit^ Hud a^pAdiiltmetlt perfect. Hldrty th6Ui^&nd dolldrs 
kti mbitd was s^d to have been depended in preparing 
one piece alaii^ ibi* the^ stage. But he soon became con- 
itcioii^ of ttiti (Juiolcssinds upon which all impressarioa 
Beeni fat^ to Stdhd in this country. The public did not 
i^ust^ him in liid unsparing' outlay for their entertain- 
ihent and he sooti fbund himself losing heavily at each of 
his thread theatr^d. When he came into possession of 
T&e^B Op^ra Hotudd, l^reiich Comi6 Opera was on the 
boards tiiet^y and had be^n a very unprofitable venture 
for his predecessor. This h6 continued for a time, but 
finding it could not b^ made to pay, he closed the estab- 
Bdhtffent for doxhe changi^s and to prepare' for the presen- 
faticm Of Shakspeate's grand play of "The tempest."* 
il^itbora^ pfepaif&tions W^re made for the revival of this 
j[necd wHidi' had been long absent from ihe New York 
Boards; aindii^hOn tho cnttedn again roso upOn aii aludience 
in the Orand Opera House they were dazzled with the 
a^ K^fexldOrs and beautiful decorations aUd fi^sooes 
Which had^comidetely transformed the appeanince^ of the 
^aUc^r And the (^ittUge b«iiiind the scenes had teeii no 
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}eei9 complete, evesy appointment heShg «iov of £tM ^[^)ft 
perfect .stjle. B|it this piny, foo, lajl^d ta me^t ih^ ^ward 
w]^^ ik9 efforts expe^de4, in its pxe}ie;^|i^pT^ pe4^ W!^ 
"yiW with4i»wi[i •&?» a ^rief impyofipptPiM! ^ei^i^. 
gffee Jittle " Pottdw Theatw^" in 94ih St|39(f>^ Mf^ lys^ii 

playwn^l^t ^d y^j^ q#p4 ^?r Jw ** ^pp9gl^api> ^9- 
at?^." Bi;t H H* Wt be^li ipstafled m Wi# <^«gWit IWWP 
long ere Ikjr. F^i's ]^e^ a^nfl ^^e^^9 g^d|?tiit»ti9i^ ftp 
him waned and tljep ^h^ged intp ^ ^p:w^|^J?J|^ TO- 
pleasantneas. Mr. Bron^ha^'s mi^fia^ineiMi fed}]^ qf iIl^ 
anticipateji succe^m and a%f t^o n;^)MS1fQpj^8f^J i?^]at^]ty» 
was turned out of his beaujbifi:^ pos^iesi^^x^ ^Mfr^ W^^- 
monion^ Ijj And i|»«naine was chfin^e^ tp t^iie '^' ^ifl^ 4>^ 
nne Theatre." The French O^ra, which h^ fe^;^ with- 
drawn from the Grand Opera Souse w^ gXTei^L apptb^ 
tri^ here, but with a success equally l^ckmg in ei^conr^igii- 
ment for its long continu^i^ce. ^ 

At the Aci^emy of If WP tkp oe^hr^ted Opera of 
^ " Lurline " was presente4 afte? the most fpcpensive prqMk- 
rations, being rendered in I^nglish and I^ftUan 0^ )^Iter- 
nate nights. But the result w^s so discouraging th&t 
after a run of two weeks it had to be wijth^rawxi ^n4 the 
doors closed, about i^20fiOiO having beeju Ipst in the entov 
prise. 

His &;Eft season of theatzical ezpeifience h^ been one 
of expensive schooling and amusement to l^m. B^ 
disastrous a|i each venture hftd been pequnii^rUjri he ' 
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hM dia^Qiuvgied (Ot^l&pjiei. Thov^ aiijr otter jjakmge^ 
would nloflrl Mkc^ ^re been ridaed fiilanoia% By the 
losses^ incfuned at ei&OT of fii€ plQoe% Ifr. Pi^kr aitood u^ 
mder ihem all withottiji iiei^e.sl&akett and W}ki£^ hii^. 
oiga» ad lealmijp as t}i<Wl^ atthad gone f wd spe romaiy . M^ 
however^ dtd set oar6 to gb over jtW saato gro^Hid.4gaiii 
ibe fi^iatiog season. The leaie id ihe Adadeinif of Muski 
waa not i^iftwed^ dikd the Fifth Ar^nue -nMatre '^as > 
leitoed Aftd- pit&sed out of ]£&• Fibl^s pe^rsdaal stipervkion. 
But ha dtin tetautisd edntroltf the Ghrand Opeta l^me^ 
a&d p(meeiit]?ated*ail. hi8«fcl6iitiba;iB iiie tiboatnealHiie ta 
this one. place. It Is yelssr^^^'^^ ^ ^ fortune dbds not 
still co^tln^e to grpw worse rather Hmn belter from tUb 
eatarpnse. One j^eoe aJone has had any lasting: sa<k)es8 
and long i^an willi hin^. " The Twelve Temptations " wai^ 
bxmght out the seoond winter of hie snaoii^ement and 
had a long ran to. .erowded houses a^d must have been a 
fine pecuniary success. It wa»a piece, in ^ ^pe^tatntlar, 
" Black Crook " style, depending largefy ^pon the beUleC 
and the exhibition of the charms of the femcde fbrol for 
its attraeti<»L Ne^ attiAOtions were added irom time to 
liAie, Sk^d to keep up the interest at the (dose a corps of 
heautiful blondes, alternated wtii one of .raYiahing 
brunettes from night to night , 

But Mr. Fisk has shown his sto>nge^ admiration for 
theatrical amusement to be m Opera Bouffo. This seems 
to be his ideal of fun and fine music combined and he had 
manifested the most unflinching detemlinaiion to biing 
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the pnUic io bjs tafit* and IMjr of iUifld^g;^ BltM 
formed tils 4xmtiim<m« prognaanM «t bia; Grftad Opiti^ 
Home ike past aiaeom a^d hat beea gifieoi as is vfwy^ 
thiiig Ihat he preseAti, inHk allihe ^^tlvaotioiis tfuEt aft* 
UBstiiited •acpepditiye of jpnotiey owilA piodnee. H#iiOli 
Max llasalsrii:, tiw most «tpen«D6ed ^fptfm managtfv itt 
the coaiitiy,te E&ropeas fais spedal iagettt to ^fM m 
firstK^assoanqMBiyfochisiheBtrei attdtoft^MOii^tuidoad^ 
to piefient J^raaeh Opera to &e citizeiia lef New Yotii^^- 
its inost attrficttiiw guise. ^ kad J^aciety^^Kii dbeMtM^ 
the ohsrmS) ihsee diftrantleadiag^aitiiteVeM^iiitli^^loed 
tosustaiii a single parti eadi e^nyliig^ fliroug^ oMsjet ' 
Almost without regavd topeemmaty'^esultt, he has itfaai* 
fested tiie jxiost .pereaaHeiii detctmiiiatioa te give Ope/ttt 
Bouffe a firm hold upon New YoAeirs ^ it 'hdd upttti 
Pansians. TWeffort has not btoa so ftu" Moee^bftd ^at 
any other ttanageir e^^i^d j^j^eeen^ it in New Vo^k^ without 
speedily foe^BCumg b»nktupi 

Mt. I*udc started in his theafiieal oai^r hy seettting 
the aMest and mo6t experienced msnaig^lfi^ In Vk^ cdtmti^ 
to direct his estail^dhnients, ^imd this ^ottld cieem to be 
the course of Wisdoni aiid pl^enoe; but somehow Ids 
relatione soon pxoted nn|)lea8ftnl and inceniiMitibl» witii 
all of them. Brougham, Bergfeldt^ T#)4dni^, said 
Mareuok, all eminent teit daes men in th^ fines, 
camoaaid passed in •quiek sUcoesitioai in ihe nn^ag^Mient 
of hds' various anterprises on the stage. It is -ahnost ^n 
axiom that t«^ fitfdt dass m&n, can never work advan- 
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emtizlpcise, a imih. liiit baalbeea VdU IHds^t^ hm(b. 

«biligr,7ost0il«iii yaifguasnt atfd ta^ imd \Agh etilM^ iii 
ttim ^fkUiiig, Md^f a ^mentifl east and tel^resp^ct &a| 
eQviU|.>|fi€U[jii9''«i^t99e o# Bjco^fthatttie defetence to the 
mtioiM: otrlCi. FUk ia'^iattets ^rtaihixtg ^ Aeir pmv* 
ftipii^ mAil^ ht isrna liMi& whobe iadhiditali^ is io 
J9MM;)i#drapid :{>0iiti¥»^a8 to saate hMxmonf Mponiblb tmw 
Imb^itr. 7i^4#ii iG^<)i«li<M ixate«aidiUde difBroeiiMB sooo^ 
a^pofflj^-mdy iui4er tba Iwir tibat dbinia in iibBs^kg^ indl 
oom^U^ ibo taatoi jiuclfiiianlr ai^d prcferenoe of HtkH man 
ho^ifig A9 paxa^sfcniigfliJiteDstted dir^ the men'df eul- 
titfe^uaU ftdjaoattoii^imd tbe Jatlwr vetired learin^ Mr. Fisk 
to ^97 4>ut )u8 owa peealiar iidtioi»r. The treatfitont of 
Hxir Biovc^bii^ was m»i^ aa tUig^t well have prov6ked a 
pQrpoi|alieiicpa;i^r had {hjEktgeatii^aiea been as impiili»yB 
and as indi&^ent tO a '^aeenflf ".ilelfr. IPhk^ but bet^ a 
man with tlie piasaiow gained iiktd a hetMt control and 
kumng tbe t^teet way w«mi thdtbest in au^ circnm- 
ataaoes, thm eoaneetien ended without blows^ Btit the 
more irascible Uaretzek was destined to a belidose dose 
of relations witl:^ hia impuln^e aild bltmt pdtron. The 
Ppera Bonff^ compaay that bad been imported irom, 
Europe for the Qraiid Opefa iOouse we^ inTeheaa^sal for 
Iheir. first fff^pearai^ce at {ha same time ftit Ktlason a^- 
riyed. The eooipaaj Wiaa in charg;e of Maretasek at tiie 
rehearaala, and aa be bad bean sent abroad to select it^ 
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«he^tamt udmteidiar wm: that he irttfd be the ew 
dnetor M tiie GhNuiA Opcm Ileo^ ftit ihe eeiMoa rXmUr. 
Fish had fieuled to entei^ ioti aijT wriHai agieenMit ia 
the wMh KhA held Mnetisk enturdj «t fte merejr pt hie 
f plefeMeie and mptioe^^HaL vbmmon/ky wloek Dm tetMtatf 
tfitpreMoric^did fcioiaiitt lelidb IMnif liM^ ftoiiki^ 
wifee Biiedte fts to hii fomAm wiA 16\. Ittk^ to #i4^ 
MtiuraHjr diftuRHned to aegkel any otiler eJ^tj^oiltiMD^ 

t» aet ae onidu6to^ uittm ftftt WHmbm tom^ . lle#^ Mf* 
Kale looked upon live Mil^Mk cett^^r #aiS^ MiffoA!i6tt 
dkow^ " ii> Ids aiiid lite foi" thirti reawln »oi^^ 
i^ and heniog that' his maa IffaxiraHtO eotfdttdi bn ftMf 
ocoasiod of tbvflri^ a|»piMap*ii6e eC ihe fiwedkh soifgiMs^ 
he tmi«r a note dMeiii^ him iibti to d# 06i IC^i Fitilg iTflS^ 
pr^seikt en the dp^img night of tiwr <^0(lt>M&^ dbi»(^ 
and his ienper 1ra« soimewhaf^ hiBhId H^hte ft^ f^tttfld: 
en^r^ retteled to his sight his m^ Mitx ^dining forwati 
in Mi dtese^ teitoii in hand and liiaiikig^ his bow as dokt^ 
dnetor in defianic^ of the imfierial ti<Hs^ of WaMing. De-» 
spite the pmiffing i^nenee of the itil^iifte emotions 
awakened Isff the echo of another world ^hsit sotuided in 
the unearthlj' strains tf the wdndcarful ^i^^isftess and the 
dwrotion tax aboye aU things ekc&Ay to tt^hleh she lifted, 
hew andiloxtt^ the tefdeasn^ of Hr. Eisk exdted by the 
act of disoVediebDe was seAoaed d^y far the moment, if 
atalL On leaehiag tibie Gband Opera House Ae tiext 
mominig he'^e orders that if tbOr^tilek ctMe to «@iMttt^ 
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(iMd zelb^i^rsfd that daj, utot;! Bboi^4 b^ brought him 
iliftpiediatelj. Harot^^ ejuj^e ancl hisf arriyal was an- 
lumnc^ as 4mcted. Mr* Fi«k hastened down ^to the 
t^tee iM|4 apfffoi^cbed jth^ cpi^d^^^'et eta^d yrit^ aa 
expression that meant "business" on his coiu^enance. 
J^p pro^iede4 «t owe tp <^ If iq; to a^opi^n* foy disobey- 
ing <be Wt^ wd condluHdnn^ fjt;^ ^^ pppositiQn shpi^." Max 
j^ttfoiEiptH^ tp ^?K|4^ l)i^|b Mr, Tisik knew^e wbc^e i^toiy, 
f%(94^ tp be ^tpp^ased ai^ i^s^ad of wfHtiiig to hear the 
f»p|a9|i^ony propped to pn^tnounce Maretzek a r'<«win4' 
Iff,?' ^*th|^," "liar," and oj*^ kindred epitbet?. Thi^ 
W^ xaor^ than Has( oonld ex^urQ and be immodie'te]j 
dftso^oded £rpm hiji stand t|?id ^ev^ed a powerful blow at 
|&. F|sk'{ino8^ Pie latter piMT^edapd dodged in siipb A 
way that tbe blow did ^o morions dami^ and then tbe 
two ^osed in a fierce struck ^d soon went dpwn^ Fisjc 
coming oin top. Tbe sbnei^s and fright pf ibe assembled 
€&p$ iU haUe^ «b4 prime darme wovid baye won them 
great eredit at ml evening per&vmanoe, imd in &ct it is 
^ubtM if tbe whole soene wonld not haye ezoeUed in 
interest anyfliing that hfus ever been p^t upon the Grand 
Opera Honse bf^^rdsi oould it have taken place before an 
andienoe in the evening. When some of ^e bystanders 
reoovored suiBcieBt presence of mind to separate the eom- 
batamts it was fpund th^t no great damage had been done 
beyond ^ serious soiling of Mr. Fisk's tidy toilet aiid at- 
tire and the making i>f a d|igbt)j bb^ eye £pr Maret^E^ 
Beyond affording a raigr t(^ ifpr ib§ i^^wspqjers ^jr two 
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or thfed days,' ftnd i duit doi]im^(^d c^t l!fi^at»tl€fd 1^ 
each of the partiei^, but of which nothing eve* camO, tfeie 
matter died away like its iliany predcCiesSbris and Mr:^ 
FisFs connection with i&o last of His dldtiii^uidied mana^ 
gers Winded. 

With his 6p4td "^ot^k jfnii/^ dbfih&, tb<y, Mf. FiA 
seemB not to get on at' all W^lk. JLt tk^ ^ej^itti^ 6t ibb 
season H'Qes. Montalaiid and^Sllty^ thd two" leadi^ dhab^ 
acters whom Miii^tzel: had bixkcght out, seeined id ^ti^ 
Mr. ilsk not 4 little, ind they in tttrii siBemWda^^^i by 
the grandeur of' the great impressaiHOy otA all w*«ft 
"merry as a mari^Iage bell " foi* d time. Eife loti^; hefW- 
ever, disagreemeiltk and unpledsaittt' ^relations gr#W w^y 
Mbntaland and Silly disappeared frwh the' Grtind Ope^ 
House boaid^B and Afi!n^ wais suinmdn^ drom I/^dotiby 
telegram. She) itt ono6 became^ a gredt favdrite^ with ttGe 
frequent^rs^ of Opera Bouflb and cnr^tything" ^hi^ stti^tiily 
tiU the close of the season at the OhAttd Opera Honse. 
When the company statt^ ob a sumnn^d* totnr, hoWvrer, 
Aim6e became ih^gnant ate^iM tniatifieiMi of her in Ae 
mattei^ of her salaiy, and (h^ difficulty g»0tr m gifeat that 
die suddenly refused to sing any more iii tiler perfttriaaiiD^ 
going on in Boston and left the 6om^2Lny in disgotrt: 

Perhaps Mr. Hsk would have^ been obliged to close 
his last theatre and withdraw from tiieatrical btisiness 
altogether were it not that the Qrand Opera House has' 
been otherwise turned tt> such good account that he is not 
^tailed with tstnob' if amy e^pend^ for the^ sent of &e 
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theatre, ^te paid $820,000 tot the edified. In tbe ram- 
mer of 1869 the second floor wajs most sumptuously fitted 
up and became the offices of the^ Erie RailwEty. It iaf 
unequalled in elegance by any building in the world used 
for a similar purpose. The doors are of massi't^ ele- 
gantly carved black wa^ut, all the ofBices Ate fitted! tip 
and furnished it black walnut and the most ^ipeuidW 
glass, and over the door of each dfiSde tt ^ silt'er pldtd 
ffign indicating the department. On {ke 6pp6aJ^ side 
from the main entrance door is an ante-room t^heire stancl 
several ushers preventing further admission wifliout first 
sending in your card or stating your btisinesii in advance 
and getting permisdon. Behind the door opening from 
the ante-room into the presence-chamber stands a large 
flcreen, so that when the door opens nothing but a r^d 
curtain can be seen. %ould your card or business b<^ 
looked upon favorably and obtain you permission t6 
enter, the usher will bow you through the door, past the 
screen, and there, behind a richly carved black walnut 
desk of mammoth size, in a luxurious chair, gits James 
Fisk, Jr., on his throne. About him are numerous 
derks, messengers and lackeys doing his bidding and 
laughing at his humor, which- ho keeps constantly flowing 
in tho midst of all his business. Within his reach are 
springs sending signals to all parts of the building, so that 
every employe in the establishment can be summoned to 
him instantly in case of necessity. All the ceilings are 
xichly frescoed, that in the main room being an elegant 
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qnaboli^ deeign horyjiig #t Aq fp^r mAe$ the wprds New 
Tock, B9JX FrandsQp, Chicagp, ^t Louis. On the floor 
ft^KXTo is a ipraad l>aaquetiii^ room fitted up in th^ same 
•^le of splendor, irb^ro ^B^umptoou^ entortain^^nts are 
opeasioiudljr giv^n. The Erie Railway pays $75^000 rent 
for title apartments pccupi^ for its ofiSee% and in addition 
to tiMS i$ iko vei^t pf tjie 9tpr^« 09. t|i9 ground floor ^d 
ItOOPLQ other ]F^^ included in tho purchase— ihe whole 
lAaki^ i^O inyostm^t a very pro^bH 9^^ Aside from 
fihp thoatro fuid the i^partments appropriated to th^ 
OWI^er'9 j^i^ use* 3^* Fisk's residence is |n the 
yxififiUQJijate yidui^ on 23d Streeti which makes all his 
Hrr^^ei^entff Teiy Qopipjtete. Here, surrounde4 by all 
jljhe IvxQiry which his taste and wealth can deviii^ 
l^e l^ad^ a much pore lordly find imperial }ifo than many 
f modmt T^oq^ wd in his fum^j^tuous halla may weU be 
O|1W"P«PO0?W." 
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▲ HON A«Anr— ICXTAXORPIIOSXS— AT THX-908X!(Hr TMJLCU JUK« 
IXE— ▲ TLOATUrO PALACB— SUNDAY I^IPS ITP TttX UVtiOit 
<— TB^ AIllilLiJiAi;. 

Throtigli all the rariad .phases of his life sincr leating 
his peddlii^ business at Brattleboro Vx Fide had neTer 
held anj position which compelled people fo look at hinif 
daily in aU his splendors with anything^ like the attentioa 
he attracted in that first stagc^f^, his career. But he had 
now achieved a notoriety so great that the gay throng of 
theoity would gaze at hinr as the country people once had 
done, were opportunify offered. The summer of 18C9 gave 
the opportunity aixd he enj^oyed aU the gpratification in this 
respect that could be desired. The Narraganset Steam- 
ship Company was formed this season. Mr. Fisk bocame 
its president and thereby came into control of the finest 
lino of steamers running on Long Island Sound. The two 
boats, Providence and Bristol, were thoroughly over- 
hauled, renovated, fitted up in the most luxuriant Btyle, 
refurnished with elegant carpets, upholstering, bronzes 
and general fixtures. The dining rooms were conducted 
on the d la cartCy or European, plan and supplied ail the 
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accommodations and luxuries of a first-class hoteL To add 
to the pleasure of the lovely ride up the Sound, a fine 
band of music accompanies each, steamer and delights 
the passengers with sweet strains of choice music through 
the first fou> hours of the trip. This novel feature adds 
much to the enjoyment of the journey and. is highly ap- 
preciated by the pub^. ^ Sfc is't^'He regretted that Hke 
famous North Biver line has not followed Uie innovaiaon. 
Everything objectionable under the former manageii(i§lit 
disappeared and this became one of the most delightful 
and wholly enjoyable trips to be had anywhere in the 
w<nrlS. 

It wai^ iii tiiese steibm^ that Mr. FisAc seefitfed to take 
hid i^p^dal p^e th&t summer, as he justly mighti Each 
^6moon, 4 half hour or so befc^te it was time^ for the 
stefamet iko start, he cameHfon the pier, in a " nobbjr " 
citizen's suit, disappeared in 6ome of th^ company's office 
and soon emerged again in a ^H AdmiralVunifi^rm M the 
finest make. In this attire, whic^ Ttas^uite be6dMng "to 
him, he took his place at the gangway, where he must be 
seen by all who entered. His appearance the firdt few 
evenings created a grand sensation. The gay company 
that weife promenading the decks £tnd saloons, admiiing 
the rich gilding;, furniture, bronzes and ndnfors, and listen- 
ing to the music, suddenly turned all th^ii^ attention upon 
the man who hod achieved so mUch n6tori0ty, who had 
furnished the pleasures they were then enjoying and who 
dictated orders to the noble steamer and l^e crew. All 
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((Rmded affOKiid to gttt a mw^ the man tiiej^-bftdheftfd 
«a muck about of late. Toung ladies whii^red ti» eaeh 
otbai? andtttmed to gaeeat huu after they passed in; 
f^therft pointed* hka^ oat t» ikmm mves «Mid ehildren^ and 
QO ene ndabeA to miia a? sight of him. Xkeve, 4n his^ele- 
gai^ymjlonn* vrUk that huge diamond ^^^^kMng m hts 
dlitfc ^oson^ stood Aer man^w^ had* traced boA- Van- 
derbilt and Drew, who had been the shield and s^ord of 
tha fiiicta^es m ""Eotl Tagidov^" who* had mode alS WaU 
Street howl uades hia BMuipula^lioQs, who^ had! pitfehased 
tile Qiaad Opera House, built the FiMi Avei^iellieafite 
and leased the Academy of Musio^^aill within one. 8h<»rt 
jFesTv Be was now the cjnoaura of all eyes aod sweated 
the sam0aensfi/tion among tbegaiJ(f dssssed denizenaof the 
cify as hfh had iomoaAy done among:rastie ▼ilkgersi The 
fldtaa^l^ was ^n^a^ which he eTidentfy eiQoyed to the #^ 
though he seemed sublimely unconscious of the cuiie^ly 
direst^ to- him, osai issued his ord^s^and^directkms as 
Wj^f and la&peratiYely as thougb he were wte)lfy ab- 
aevbed in hie duties. Precisafyou the nveibeiiit announced 
laR st^ijug, he gaye the command and the elegant 
^eaia0r put^out into the .stream with hev heavy load of 
jiass^g^rs €9C!0wdtag her deeks^ miisio playingr i&igs 
^ymOf sU he« crew in unifonn, each man having a badge 
cm lue^ cap showing his office and duty; Xt was a mjoment 
that was a full renewal of the feeling of pride which ^e 
ypimg peddler l^lt eib the: morning when he first mounted 
his brilliant new cart and dashed out of Brattlebcve with 
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Qli Ward ti^ tlie fttosn^ was wall out in &» hof or 
Juiuled r>(NMii4 into the. East SiwM, Hen lis was met by 
» iBf^aU tugboat tbaicaaMOttt>toJi>eav him Wk io^e 

.1^, 4p 2p# parted fitom ih^ steamev timt was new kis 
p^i^^i ib^ 4)t»i|pett|j orovsded aroond imr anottier glimpipe 
pf Jiiff^ H^d liN offioMts nave tiiair ^omouuider « pastii^ 

' aaltita. 

Ifh^ fi^t^f^ou, ind dramatie efibet jof Mr. KAfrnmrnwd, 
lApp^ ^ 9i^lc i^d qisAmg od^JDom idie stoamenq^xm the 
p^ mi^ g^f^fiAj intensified the fimt Uw eyeniags by his 
}?i^^ i943CQtopaiued by has femi^e favonte of tiie 1k>ih*i 
lattiveid liib9 himself in aaival st34e<*'-a jadcet of navy Unje 
i^rjith gUt JH«ttons and epai4atte% a hat in 4he sailor style, 
m^ <1odwid. oui in i^ jnatters of detail m a manner ovi* 
d^tly indloatmg a oaiefiil ccmsultation of Uie A^niraFs 
rtaate. 

Tb^ QiMtom 0t going out into the stream wi& flie 
4^Murtiog steamer wa^ not eon^ued l(pg. It neeessl- 
•tated a stop and some ineonv^xience, and was therelbie 
disoontimied as soon as dm no^rdty aod gh>iy oi tiie oer- 
^rnony bad worn away. Glliereafter Mr. !Pisk contMited 
jijl9self with giviag and jwceiying the parting salute aa 
the steas^r p»t out irom the pier. This formality over, 
jbie again disappeared in the offiees of the oompany imd 
aPQQL came out metamorphosed in a suxprisingly sh<»t 
time from a iiaH4ilowii AAaaxtl into a pmate fdtima 
fym^^ij^ the extreme of ISEUBidon. 
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It tf&8 in J^in6 6t this yeof tfiat &d g;t^at ;^^a<^ J'tt- 
%3ee took |ilace in Boston. PtoBidlent Cbant went on to 
attend and when he atriyed in New York the best 
accoinmodatbns of Vt. Hsk'ii steamers Irere placed at his 
disposal and accepted. Hie Admiral hnpiH>t^ this 6^por- 
tunity t6 h^ye a little familiat eonVeM^tion with the 
I^i^esident ivj €btdd and seyeral oiheiid of this gmiit 
irere aliso j^assengen^ th^ n%ht and sot^ght to ikake 
th^mselyes as intimate as might be^ l^th the chief mo^ 
trate of the nation. $he Admiral, in fnll nnifdtm, 6yen 
Accompanied ihe Fi^dent to the Oolisemn, {h6 pla6d in 
li^hich the jubilee wds held, and fot i^pld S^nsafion hii^ 
precience on tiiat occasion qxdte i^ntpasi^ iiuLt of (jl^eneral 
dtant It was this episode that tron tot hhn the tiile of 
^JfunJubilee.« 

This fine of i^am^ts waa hisr plaything tdit the seasot^ 
of 1809, bnt df cotii<se it gt^ew i^tale, lacking in novelty and 
cdEdteiiienl^ by the end of the snfi^n^, and something hew* 
Ihttdt be had. When the season of 1^0 opened he eom- 
plcitefy eclipsed all liis prerioms addetem^nts in thd 
steambdat lin^ ty adding ih6 <^nymont!h £ock^' to W 
^tilla. This n6w s^flmer ik 84^ feet long and of np- 
wards of 5,000 tuns burden. She had been almo^ d6m- 
pfet% liebniitr fb hik oidei^ dntin^ ilio i^tet: She con- 
tidatt -^itty-two snites of apattmenti^ that tiral K^ 
Toi^k's fitnest hotd ht elegance and comfoift. The re^ 
taujAtnt dining-room is etjuaQy marteilous for the chftiM- 
ii^ 6f its supplied and ettkine. Ihe hAt-iocm ii ^ k 
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mm and deg&iu:^ paefy equalled in .any establishment on 
terra Jirma, being extensively finished in wbite marble, 
tFith large mirrors and all the usual appurtenances in the 
mobt improved jstyle. Nothing se gprgeous and -extensive 
w^ ever befojpd attempted in the way of a steamer. The 
furniture throughout is joS the richesit and most elegant 
siyle^ the ^giI4ing, embellishments, bronzes, etc., surpaQ3- 
upig in proiuaiou an(d luxuri^oe anything to be met "^th 
by A teaveUer anyirfxere else in the jsrorld. While walkr 
ing through its isalojons and cabins tt is almost impossible 
ify ^xokl the delusion that you are in ^fiome jgp^nd hotel 
furnished jfitb omental splendor. In fapt the eteame^ 
was intended for a sort of fk>atiug hotel. She was spe- 
cially designed to accomniodQ.te the summer jtravel to 
Long Branch — of la.te the most famous of our tseaside 
watering *plaoes. She ^uns &om ^ew York to Sandy 
Hook, and was designed to a^ord firstrc^ase accomaa^oda- 
tions for t^ose ^hormight \ri»h to gp on hoa«d in the 
aftei:npon^ use a suite of apartments hf^ dre/ssii^i lake 
dinner on. boaxd« d^ye to the hotels to any baU pr enter- 
tamment in the evening, return to tibl^ir apartments ^n the 
steamer, to ^ep, and w^^ up ih Jlew jITprk iztexft 
znoz;aing. 

This grand fibatix:^ palap* was..^. Pisk',a ziew^fiusa- 
^nfor the season of 1870. On Sundays he often \ised 
her fpr ^a pleasure excursion up the Hudson. On these 
pocff^nsahe was, crowded by people seeking a day of 
leispe ex^oyment, and it is difficult to imagine a greater 
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combination of delightful influences and pleasures than 
that afforded by this palatial steamer gliding up the 
lovely Hudson on a beautiful summer's morning, amid 
scenery unsurpas^d in grandeur by any in the world, 
replete with the historic interest that clings around Wash- 
ington, Benedict Arnold, and Andr6, the Palisades and 
Highlands echoing the^stoins of jweet music irom, the 
band on board. The trip was to Poughkeepsie, 75 milesi 
and back. On these excursions Mr. Fisk was present ^l 
|)is A^xjcuff^'^ unifopa, ^x^aji^ng blandly i^n eyerybody 
f#4 plw^% ^'^ bp^t wi^ th» provwbial good nature and 
•ffiibilily of the maM who '* knows hew to keep a hotcd;'' 

la the 6umm«r of 1869, when ihe Erie offices were 
moved to the Grand Opera House, Mr. Fisk also estab- 
lished a neyv ferry from the JSrie depot in Jersy City to 
23d Street, and a free line of omnibuses irom tho ferry, 
past the Grand Opera House, to the Fifth Avenue HoteL 
The two boats placed upon this ferry of course surpassed 
in elegance everytl^ng used on any of the other ferries. 
They are named ''James Fisk, Jr.," and "Jay Gould" 
and are in entire keeping wiih t)io r^t o| Adfniial Fink's 
flotilla. 
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CHAPTKEt XL 

▲tllAKT 4 BUnQVKiUOKVJL KAILROAD WAS — lOL TIVK COX- 

m^cES m^ ^ivjfistx-siJLi'iit sjud am 6fi¥ii i!ityinjd> ^wn* 

tW0 rumBS nr ctu.i6iaar-^A buot-^^^ihb itfiuri^ «&kite 
OCT— IBS oomaroB lyrnuPEMi — ^vuevr 70 vsw TOBt^— 

After serenteen years of defiperate fitruggle for exist- 
ence, ihrough repeated dlscoura^ments and many sus- 
pensions of work upon its constructidn, the Albany 6t 
Susquehanna lUilroad was ^ally completed in January, 
18C9. ^e one man who had stood by it and x^orked 
unceasing!y for it £x>m t&e beginningi whose iaiiix and 
6ourage liad not faltered under tite seyenteen years of 
trial nor slackened in tho least while all the rest o!^ its 
original friends and many new relays had fallen by the 
way and abandoned the project,, the man who had pushed 
. it through all its discouragements to final completion, was 
Josoph n. Hamsey. It is not too much to say that but 
for his energy, determination and perseverance, the road 
would not be in existence to>day. He was now its 
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pwM^id^iii 7^e p)v4 v^^s ^agpn^y ;wxflii tlio State pf 
fjf^yf yof^ jfi:q^ AP^T^J W flW S^^SQR. to Bii|gha»toii 
on ^0 S^qw^TWWt, in IJroom© CSou^* ^pe it voy^ets 
1^ j;rie. 5%^ rp^ b|Ml']^^^ F^jflQl^ i»4 J>«4it M a 
purely lo€a} e^t^p^pi;^ tp b^o^ t^ pW^» t}m>9gl^ wbioh 
it xfP3^ ;9A4 fpr lOijbi ije^wpij it:fea4 ;p9C9i>Ke4 ^w»«r aid from 
l^e Sltj^to fin^ ^^ toinmf alqps^ the ll^ h»A tvlj^nmM A^ 
I0I99 of tbp 9tQQ|i^ I4 it» l«ter sta§[c« ^ Qflremor had 
ypto^ f^ bjJIs ^ fiyjiw it %rth^r %iwiften9i». Ifany «f 
fbo^ '^1^ I^ i(>fi|^|ill7 siii^ibje4 for 13x9 «tock« afiqr 
jgayi^ ^x ,fl c^^r^a4f|i. per <^n^. ^f th^ «|il:^riptioiit hftd 
jIMM ^. F^ tf^^ rpma^4er aad i^ oo^soqnisao^ of tUa 
laflore th^ ]||p9)^ ^!r^ dodfuml A»rlfated to iba mvpaay. 
^0 ^^ifsfifXbe^ f»|i8ef^d ti^ ibi9 forfeitnxe aud taemed 
g\9A tp g«^ n4 pf ^9 Atpdi^ in jtbat inraj, li was by using 
t% i^9;r£^Ue4 ^tQcl; ^ eo}}^teial secaijty for a loon that 
^, Bf^^sey ]b34 pbt^i^od fupd^ to qamplete the last 
|9^9tion pf tl^^ rpi^l. li wa9 Ai^ainst the law to issue stodc 
at |psf tM]?L par^ b«t ibi« being stoek that had been 
alrec^y i?f(i(ed and f^fitiMy it was deemed legal to 
xnT)»ifUfi it ipr leaf Hkm par. 

But as poon ^ aU thp difficulties were aozmounted and 
tba road w^ finish^ it was ibuad to be of gfreat value 
for mc^e tiian local use. If run in oonnection wi& the 
Erie Toad it lormed tiie necessary connecting Imk to 
^^der thaj rpad a mal of the New York Central for the 
jQprpjQLg^ b^^fiiA^lis between New England and the West ; 
^t }t WW pf still gDsator mhie.xn affevdxag the great 
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anthracite coal reg^ns of Norfheastem Pennsrlvania a 
more direct commimicatibn with New England and the 
eomitiy noitii from Albany, and as such was destined to 
destiroj a rety prc^taUe port df the bnsineds of fte 
btftuHik of tW ^^e road- iiumkig to Nowbttrgh. 

As k alwi^s tire ease^Whbn an en^rgetic^ d^itdnecl, 
|i4nev«ring n^^ p«us^es si great elitei^risi^' thrdtigh to 
tmtcMt^ Ifb*. BaAis^ hsA ma^ some cfpponBUis, nbt to 
say onemiesy during^ iit& sevenleen years of dctterUiineid 
pei«er«n^«)e, kid bow^, dtiring^tke &st year of its Ifhrongh 
op^ratiotii he £diind nearly one half of the board <xf 
^eetor» suUenly opposed to^ him. He is not a nian of 
half-way measures or enla^gling coii^promises and has 
no taste for a hcKise divided ^^inst itself; it wtu^ tiierefore 
di^ineily understood that at the next election' either lie or 
kisi opponents must go out and an entirely harmonious 
board- be elected. Mr. Bamsey^s opponents well kiiew 
what the resuiiof such a contest would be if IJiey did not 
secure tiie assistance of some outside poweti much strdUger 
than tiieilMdves^ and" therefo^ inVited th^ Erie road, or 
Messrs. Fisk and Gk>uld, to undeiHia&e'the batde f6r them. 
As these gendiemjen wer^ already coveting this road as 
a great pri2e id possess in connection t^th l^e, they 
eag^y accepted the iikvitatioii, and Mr. Eamsey suddezily 
£Dund himself confronted by the men^whd had l>eaten 
Vanderbilt and Drew, had had everything their own way 
in the Courts and Legislature for a year, an^ whto now had 
«fl &e i^seurbes of Erie mhA Twsosemy Salt beiliiid them. 
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The-oo^^l <^'.ibe ^leotioii nobesiitaied a eoiitiDl of a 
SBigfintj <4ato<4^ and hmm ttc^BaiiiBey feU xeaspnablj 
gecarei deafnte all ib0 re$oaiiG«ii aad power of bis new an- 
tagcN^iftt}. M^^ ^^^W h9 oQttld oommand a 101901% of 
{he fiofri^Hg «|;OQk aod be idlt quite aa^eeoore about the 
^k h^i hyfy^. tetfuabrng the voad. Xhie stook the 
tpima ^ere XKMt; pexaoitM. io sell for less than :par, 4«8h 
dpwn» 4f8 di0 noniaiol.TBlue of .tine slodc waa only 20 
eciub) on tbe doUar, ^dieve seamed no likelihood of the 
ti99m8 getting p^r far liheir stooJ^and: there waa po doubt 
that if they hdd the stock tbbj irould vote on it for Mx. 
Bamsej against the men whose priuciples had biden made 
9ilaiife^t in oonneotioa Irith ^ria the past year. Under 
the pnrohasea made by tha Erie petty to; get control, the 
audi amount of floating sto^ rose quieHy from 20 to 40, 
60 and 65. Still Mr. Bamsey UHt seouite of a m^oriiy till 
ha heexd that agents of -his opponents were out amoBg- the 
toims on the ^zoad oparing par in cash f<nt.the etook hdd 
byJthe iow^. In onf or two iusta&ees the ^itraordlinary 
^ e&Bt pnited too tempting and was aooepted. Under the 
obmi^tition tfaua exoited the atodc held by towns ^ddenly 
lose to a premium. But Ifeesrs. Fieflc and Oould did hot 
ease to'fipend so much Wmey as would be required to 
obtain 4 majority of Ae stbc^ at -prioes above par When 
Ihey knew it must &11 bac^ to 20 <»^ near it imkHediately 
after eleotion, ai|d consequently bethought -thentselves of 
meana to eompitos th^ piitposawith<yut tiie use of ^eapitaL 
3%aoaiosl»ofaomi0^ the towns owning the siodtwara 
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invited down to New York mnd entertained mOflit hos- 
pitably and an arrangement verynioe for Mesuni. TiA and 
Qould.wais made on the heads-I-win-taSs^yon-loee |^an. 
An agreement waa made that the stock should be taken 
of ithe towns at par after the eleotioni provided that at the 
eleotkm the officers would vote as Mr. Fisk wished. Fot 
ihofnlfi^nentof this agreement flie town ^officers had the 
primte bcmd of Messrs. Fisk andiCtould^ ^ The latter' g^n^ 
tlemen probaUy were wellawave tiia^aslhe io\m* o£Boers 
bad no power tosell ex»ept lor oadi down, this agreement 
was wholly illegal and could not fae^nfortied ftg^ainst theni 
after they had secured the votes iurtiieir fsvor. 

On the :dd -of August considirabls of the ^itook held by 
the towns was presetted for transfer. The treasurer at 
once transferred all stock wlueb he. thcMigfat had been 
actually purchased and paid for, whether by the Erie or 
Bamsey pai!;^; but' he refused to transfer such stock aa 
he (S(u«{>eeted bad been boug^ihonly by baingain, under the 
convenient arrangement patted • up in New^York. The 
next dsy ja war of injunctkia^ commenced. The Srio 
par^ got. an ii^junction from- Judge Bacnard in New York 
forbid^iiig any v^te to be cast on the forfeited stock timt 
• had befOL re-issued and; was hdd as cdlatersl security fer 
a losA to the company. On the same day Mr. Bamsey 
got A^ injunction ftom Judge Parker at Owego^ for-- 
bidding the transfer of stock held by the towns of 
Oneonta and Worcester. The next day, August 5th; Mr.- 
Sbea^ma^y the kwyer of the Erie paWgr^ went 4a Ow^go 
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and got, {he injmictiQn obtained by Ur. Bamsej removed 
and then elsewhere obtained an order commanding the 
transfer that had been forbidden, the day before. En- 
couraged by M> much success, a bolder step was ^Jcen. 
An order Wi^ obtained restraining ICr. Bamaoy firom 
acting as an offioer of the xoad« With Hr. Bamaey in 
the board, it was ^uaUy divided; his remoral therefore 
placed his oppon^ts in the mi^rify and as the vioe- 
pxeudent was in the interest of the Erie parly, tlua move 
gave Haum a great advantage, putting them in peosession 
of the transfer bodu and enabling them Ko make the « 
ttansfors to th«r own lildng. But lie Bamsey did not 
sumeiidet quietly. An angry assertion of conflicting 
lights piievailed all day at the offices of the ccmtpany in 
Albany, and became so serious that the police had to be 
called in to preserve order and prevent the two parties 
&om coming to & trial of muscular strength to determine 
which shouldiiudd possession. Night put an end to this 
angry gzowl, but Mr. Bamsey knew the opponents he had 
to deal with and that immediate, decisive measures were 
aeceasaiy to foil them. Therefore he improved -the even* 
mg. It was felt on both sides that possessi«m of the 
transfor books .gMatlyinereased the dianees of success for 
the party holdmg them, ais they weie to be dosed en the 
7th and it. was :now the evening itf the 5th. Accordingly 
Mr. Bamsey bad the books, remevedixom the office that 
night and when his enemies came in ^lezt morning the 
pnae th^ svMit oovetsd in getting possesskia was Mt to 
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be fotdid. Hany were ike wild gbose Phases xntide id 
iregaia possession of l^es^ books. They were heard of, 
no*^ in Pttts^dd, out' of the Btate, now in l?roy only six 
xnilee aimay, <ihen in Sdheneetedy^ but on the omtttl of 
officers mt.tke^ plae6 wlrare xumor had last^pktced. ihGOd, 
theyiw^reJoonft to be quite as fleir off in somei otber di* 
zeofioft and ^ the parsott ^as likb i^eokipg l^e gold at tfa^ 
end of^ the ^«ainbow.' ii^^at point/lras attempted to be^ 
wedmagKtani Mr. Ramsey fiir^^abstraetioii of the books; 
ift ihis BUfnoer^ hiiEi (^onapts o^ing oukag^^iost the db- 
♦ hoUes^Y'^^^tioft of power and right% n&d 4read of 
jutftiee, i|^[died:. m^ the act^^ 'And ^mether sttfp serreA 
ti)yem still better, to ihe same effect The nigl|t the boote 
were raooaved, M^^ Bamsey got several: of hifr fr}ends^ 
subscribe for considerabLor suina of the stook of the eom- 
panywhiok had not ye<^ been iaken iip, ha promising Icy 
parotide £»rttfae 10 per eentjt>£ the price which was to bet 
paid in ifaamediately in iD^er.^io enable ithein to Iteve &« 
slock>entered in their nanij^s; This of couirse wasocpt a 
bonafidd subscription, b^ttwias resorted teas ameans of 
oontffeling tiie . .epectioii. .As such it. made Mi^. '^Ramsey 
obnoxious to the charge of Unfair ahd lawless acte,-4nd:|M^ 
nuwde^his^pofiiticHEi.in thJe^xe^oectistill Weaker by tiie ineiMft» 
ta&es to secnre the neoesiaiy lO.jieriC^i of^ ttie $vi^ 
6cri|itlen noibney. He took ^i^' e^it>ment <beb&- <^ the 
oompany and pledged tketn^ as-ecAatefal eedirity 4or W 
loan. This was e:fceedhig any pi[^er'^1^^h^ '^1>^ ee^^ 
hm&hai^ BtA hk'^eiuiM^;weie net^do^Mfi^A^ iti^ 
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bandle thus afforded them. So immeasurably sttperior to 
his opponents was the strength of Mr. Ramsey's position 
in -the matter of personal character, business and social 
standing, that charges from them against his integrity feU 
like peas pelted at the Bocky Mountains ; but in tbe 
excitement of the hour they tended.8omewhat to dami^ 
and weaken his po^on. " 

But the Erie party were not left to exercise their 
power lon^y though the books, the most valuable part of 
the corpcnration for their immediate purpose, had been 
remoyed beyond their xeach. The next morning, the 
6th, just as they were getting ready to exercise their 
newly acquiied functioyis, an injunction was olMained 
and served upon them by the Bamsey party^ restadning 
them £rom acting as oiBcers of the corporation. The 
road was thus left wifihout a head or management. 
This new move was immediately telegraphed to the 
Cfrand Opera House in New York. Mr. Shearman was 
there at Mr. Fisk's side and immediatdy saw the legal 
aspect of the situation. The corporation being lefi^ 
without officers, an order must be obtained appointing a 
receiver to take diarge of the road. Mr. Shearman 
immediately set about preparing the papers necessazy to 
obtain the desired order. A judge must be had to grants 
the order. There were three judges of the First District 
in the city, while the fourth was absent in Poughkeepsie, 
at the bedside of his dying mo&er. There were judges 
af flie Second District to be found in Brooklyn in caseaf ^ 
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nead. But tiiaro' seemed Bomo niagic Tixftzo m tbo orcEnnp 
of the one absent Judge, oonsequently be was snmmoxiedl 
from his djing moiher hj telegrsph and came down to^ 
Kew York. This was Judge -Cteorge* Q. Bamaf^ The^- 
papars were not ready* till ten o'dbck at nigM. At that 
boor the judge who had come down fSrom Pbt^ghfteepeie for 
the purpose was so-neair at hand and was so quicl: to pers- 
6em the ments of the case that fifteen minutes Cfr tii^te- 
abouts 6u£Sced for &e whole process of taking the papers i» 
bhn, obtaining a hearing and securing his s%natuie to th» 
dooumenl The receirers appointed for fliis important 
trust were Tames I%k, Jr. T and Ifir. Courter. 

Equipped wiA Jud|ge Barnard's ot^nr, )Cr. "Fuik an2 
jMtrtj left for Albanj bj the eleven o'doek t. v. tsrain t9 
assimie the delicate responsibility ; but on arriyitig flierei 
in the monung^ thej found the Bkmsey party had been 
as quick as themselves to tmderstancT the situation and 
had had &e Hon. B. H. Pru jn appointed receiver a few 
minutes earlier than Mr. Fisk received his authority. 
When Judge Barnard's receivers went to Ae offiees ixp 
take possession t^ey found them already held by th» 
opposing receiver's representatively with Mr. Van Yaulk* 
enburg in commands Mr. Tisk introdteed himself to* 
Mr. Yan Yatdkenburg' and announced his nussion. Thai 
gentleman in possession intimated that he did not proposer 
to surrender the trust of which he had been put iu 
charge^ Thereupon Mr. Fisk turned to Hie choice bandf 
'df supportem he had brought up fiom Keir York widk ' 
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Urn And said, ^'Come on, hojsV^ Then, addressmg 
lumaelf ^ Mr. Ya& Yaulkenburg, Ke oontiBiied, ^'this is 
inj twea^Hsixih jr^id and I'm going to take yon feUow^^ 
if it costs a million dollars.'' Witii these words be and 
Lis '^boys" ;proceeded to take possession and oust the 
occupants by force ; but this attem{tt took a vexy unex- 
pected turn imd Mr. Fisk And bis '^ boys " got bustied 
down.,stairs vitb a baste ibat paid no regard to ceremony, 
Mr. Van Yajulkenbu]^ proving io be a man of sucb 
muscular aoiaYij^ that Mr. Fisk instead of ''taking you 
jGoUows," suddenly brougbt iy» on tbe sidewalk witb his 
apmce Attire and toil^in a rather disordered condition* 
He bad bardly bad ^e to adjust bis bat properly^ wbea 
a fussy little man stepped ly^ and marched him <^ to tbe 
station bouse for oiieating a diaturbanco. On reaching 
police beadguaxters Mr. Fisk was released and found that 
ihe little man who bad jnaxched him off so promptly was 
2iot a policeman at al}, but an employe of the railroad 
And a supporter of Mr. Samsey. 

Such an ignominious and ludicrous result of the first 
move in bis twenty-sixth xaid might well hare afflicted 
Mr. Eisk with a little chagrin And disturbed bis temper; 
but be seemed to Appreciate tbe comic element of the pro- 
loeeding %uite as fully as Any onai bo lively is bis sense cf 
ibe ridicul(ms and humoeous, And on being B&i free at the 
HStation bouse be immediately returned to the offices froipi 
Whieb be had been so summarily ejected and actually le4 
liis opponents in renting humor At bis own ellpense ovet 
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flie episode in which he came oot at Uie little end of -ftci 
lK>nL To Mr. Yan YaalkenbiiTg who had bo Idndlj 
assisted in his hasty exit he was espedallj pleasant and 
&eettOns and sainted him in the poetic spirit^ 

** Perhaps it WM right to dinemliie yoar loTie^ 
Bat why ^d you kiek ae down lUinP' 

He seated himself npon a table, swinging his feet be*> 
neaih after the manner of the evening gathezing in a 
eonntry Tarietj store, and in that situation he manifested 
his high admiration for manly strength of eharacter and 
mnsele by complimenting Mr. Tan Yanlkenbnrg, saying^ 
he had neter before met a man who dared &ce him and 
do his duty in that way and fliat he wanted jnst si^ a 
man in his employ. He farther proposed that, instead at 
any more liiss of this kind» himself and Mr. Bomsey 
should play a game of ^ seven np*^ to determine which 
should have possession of the road. 

When Mr. Fisk got badk to the seene c^ 1^ rout h» 
found that Mr. Pruyn had arrived and was now in pos- 
session in propria per^onctf so the two oi^K>6ing receivers 
met face to face and ea^ claimed to be in possession. The 
news ei the afiG^ of the morning was immediately tele- 
graphed to New Torh and npon the strengtii of -&» 
telegrani Mr. Shearman made a new afiSdavit and obtained 
from' Judge Barnard a newmjunction forbidding eveiy- 
body from interfenng with receivers Fisk and Courter and 
also granting an absolute '^ writ of assistance " empower- 
iag the sheriff to impress the whole posse comitahu intu 
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Iu8 serviotf to lexecute thia last u^unction. This new in- 
junction and writ were telegraphed to Albany and about 
three o'elock p. s^ the sheriff actually attempted to pro- 
ceed upon authority purporting to haye been obtiiined 
from New York^ based upon acts that had occurred ia 
Albany only 4ve hour^ previous^ The authority was con- 
temptously disregarded. A counterblast was fired ia the 
shape of «n order i&t the arrest of Mr. Fisk tot contempt 
of Gourt in mterfering wi^ its officer, Beceiver Pruyn. 
This closed the active hostilities of the day and it being 
now evident that no crisis or decii^on could be reached, 
a truce till aine o'clock Monday morning was agreed upon 
and the two opposing chie£3 withdrew, e£ich leaving depu- 
ties behind to maintain the situation in ^tatu quo till the 
hour appointed, 

Mr, Fisk left immediately for New York to receive 
instructions from his legal guides and get the original 
copy of Judge Barnard's last injunction and the writ of 
assistance. With these anda^retinue of a dozen or fifteen . 
'^ boys'' 1m departed for the front again Sunday evening, 
determined on a brilliant coup de grace in his first charge 
on the moxrow. He presented hii^self at the scene of 
action Monday morning but was completely surprised by 
his adversaiy's crying "check!" before he had made a 
single move. During his sojourn at the Ghrand Opera 
House, the Bamsey party had obtained a new injunction re- 
straining everybody from interfering with Receiver Pruyn 
and ezprossly enjoining sheriff from proceeding to any 
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measures on the aXLtborkf dl the unit of assistemc&. A 
train with forty or fifty Bamsey men and Mr. Smith am 
legal adviser, wa^s early started from Albany, serting tihlsr 
injunction on sherfiOEs and installing deputies of ^Beceirer 
Pruyn as thej went Mr. FisI: thus found hStnself effect^ 
uaUy foiled and l&e situation looked -Very unfaroorabla for 
his prospects. But a consultiction wa» heM tritii Mb 
lawyers and advisers, and a brilliant dbvice wns hit upoa 
for bringing mattens to a dead lock and the road to a; 
stand still. As his enemies were now in possesfifcni of thtf 
Albany end of fte road beyond the power of :femoTaI 
except by actual force, he determined tor get possession of 
as much of the other end as possible, so tiiat while his? 
opponents goyemed the head he m^ht hang on by the? 
tail. There was but one way of accomplishing this now' 
most desirable object. l?he power of tis opponent wa» 
extending toward Biughamton as fast as steam could takc^ 
it and nothing but electricity could get there ahead of it^ 
'Accordingly, he telegraphed his orders, injunctions and! 
writs of assistance to Binghamton, where Erie is mucb 
more of a power than at Albany, and there he met witht 
better success than where he was personally presentr 
Men were found ready and ea^er to do his bidding and 
under his telegraphed orders and documents the Bing- 
hamton end of the road was immediately taken possession: 
of in his name as receiyer. An Erie superintendent wa« 
placed in charge. A train standing at the station ready 
to start was not permitted to proceed tiU an Erie engine 
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liad beeA snbstitated, aa Ecie •condnctor placed in <;haige, 
«nd «ii Erie slieriff was on board to distribute Erie in- 
junciioas and writs of assistance and replace idl employes 
by Enie sympathizers, wherever tke train stopped. There 
were fimr Albany aad Susquehanna engines At Bingham- 
ton. The sheriff of Erie got possession of three of them 
and was ^idiag down the ^aek on one of those he had 
€i^[»tiir6d io secure the fourth|. when the ^xigineer of the 
latter sudd e nl y moved a switch in sudi a way as to send 
4he shmff 4iBd the engine bearing him off the track, then 
jumped qui^ly upcdi his own, leton the steam and made 
^^ood time towasds Albany. 

The doings of the Erie men at Binghamton had been 
idegmphed to Albagy and Mr. Van Yaulkenburg was at 
length folly roused and determined on the most decisive 
measures, lir. Fisk had not been permitted to enter the 
Albany & Susquehanna offices at all that day, but his 
4eputy Skid brother reoeiyer, Idx. Courter, had remained 
ainee Saturday to assert possession for the Fisk party. 
When news of the proceedings at Binghamton arriyed 
And fioed Mr. '^an Yaulkenburg's will, he immediately 
siotified Mr. Courter that the &rce of his pretended pos- 
tfeasioH had gone- far enough and that he must leave the 
{premises at once. The experience of Saturday morning 
being fregh in Mr. Courter's memozy, he deemed it bept 
to go without assistance and retired, though imder 
protest 'Mr. Van Yaulkenburg^ then telegraphed along 
the, road ordering his trains to «top where they were. 
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The train that lefi Alb^ij in th^ UKHr&izig had reaehed 
HarpersTille, twenty-five miles from Bingliamton> irbea^ 
hearing of the situation at the latter place, thej decide^ 
not to proceed and feU back to Bainbndge, thirty-aix 
miles from Binghamt<m and there waited fiirther deyelop- 
ments. 

The afternoon train from Binghamton, Ihoroogl^ 
transfohned Into an Erie establishment, pro(>9eded on ita 
way, sheriff, aboard, and pat the road into Erie hands aa 
rt went When they reached Afton, thirty mitee from 
Binghamton, they were met by a telegitam from Mr« 
Yan Yanlkenbnrg warning them that lUiy furtii^ 
advance wonld be at their perils They the:i^ore halted 
and tel^raphed Iot farther^ instructions from Hr« iPisk 
at Albany. They received a peremptory drder to proceed 
and accordingly started c^in^ It was now late in^ the 
night and they advanced witii mnch cantkm, feeing theur 
way as they went, to isee that nd^ bridge had been 
destroyed or fails torn np hy their' adversaries. The 
Bamsey party had with them a patent '^ frog,'' 4esigned 
to get displaced cars on to the irAt% bnt*' it now oodurrod 
to some one that it was equally well adapted to thro^K^g 
them otL This they fixed to a rail «a^ tbeli took i^ a 
positioii on a side track to await the en^ny's^ i^pvoaoh. 
^The Erie party came in sight of the Bainbndge ^tion 
and, all dangerous places being passed, they moved o& 
more ioldly and unsuspiciously wheuj just b^re reach- 
ing the station, they suddenly became donsoious df. 
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V 'Mmdhiiig inegular' and fo'cmd themselTes oS Hoe track. 
-!Ehe IUmse7:ti^ai]i noW immediately moyed iip on to the 
vniain ix^aoklfeiiind them and they, were piiB<mere.' The 
•^Bamsetf party [gidlantlj iidped fliem <mt of their car, 
and 'fittding ihemBelyea captored til^jqilLietl^ sarreu- 
;idered* ,; ..■:■-. 

BnstbldeiMd |y^ voccess, the Biunsey fwrty now re- 
volted ioadTasMi] andl started, oneeimore ioirords Biag- 
kamtea^eavly Tneaday moaming. . Thisy removed the 
Sri^mea^lrfaeed in charge ihe>pteyiott8 day and restored 
•^ fyna^r emphj^. : 4^ went, smoothly till they 
.jpfkach^d A m^ Iniomn a» '<&^ ImKn^':^ about fi&een 
-imJ^ tiom Piogbamton* iXbejtmmel.ifl soine two hon- 
,Aiped fe?t;long»!Oi|,1he hr^^^f 4 hill, and is approached 
Jp^M9^:^itb(^ cSde. 1^ A ftteepr up grade aandover a shelly 
.oiprv^ fr&ek^ (piv reai^iiiig this pf6int at about IO^a.u. 
.t)^y r^Q^iyeji news of a new Erie t^ain that hadcome up 
.||!pi]^ BiBghamtfMi with several hundred men to give 
';4(iHii^][>at|0e. . At this inteffiigeAGe they halted and the iwo 
4i09ttle bands stood ol» the opposite sidfea of the tunnel all 
i^ ri^connoiterijig. and prepluiag, neither party A]^par- 
mH^ dftOUig to attadk. «Tbe JHek pariy was composed of 
m^phS^. 9t ii». Erie road and workshops and was in- 
fv^aoodbdrndng/the dajl^ the aiawid of new tsahis bring- 
ing! 1^ men and ^^o^stons, fill their forees numbered 
.abos^tjoig^t htmdred. .But their very numbers ixM. against 
^t}iQ9i; .Withdnt .dbcj^dinie, organization o? eonsdous 
4ynirpfM9»: ys^ no:aoknowledged^)omniandens they w^re a 
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mere imwieldj mob, to ^wiiom fifty mea with An M* 
knowledged leader would have been infimtdj super^iN*. 
The Bamaej oompany was also rnnforoed diuing^ the daj 
by tiie arrival of anodher train from Albanj and 1^ tiie 
gathering of .eyimpatliuBeani.from &e ykmty and now 
numbered about four hundred, or one half the party on 
the o&er nde of . the tunneL Beeidea being fewet in 
number, whieh in this case was donbflesa an adrantaga, 
tiie mMi directing their morements were gMitlemen of 
such personal foroe an<l diaraoter as to estabHsh same- 
thing like organization among them, and^ stitt more, ibief 
were aU inspured by a d^nite principle land strong feel- 
ing, a unifying and strengthening element in W^oh &aii 
opponeiits were entirely keking. At last, ' idter sneh ' 
feeble preparation as wai^ possible under &e circtun- 
stances, and under impenCtire ordeirs by tefegrs^hfrom 
commander Fisk at Albany to commence offensive opera- 
tions, the Erie party decided to advance and- took the 
initiative about seven o'doek m tke evening. Their dnitf 
reliance seems to have been upon tiie amount^ mame^^ 
turn they could get up, and this was^ undoubtedly the oiito 
point in wiiich they were strongest; bat sinee Oissar^s day 
mere mamenium as a determining element in war£ue has 
- dwindled in importance as agaii^it ^dentifio matiCBttfVeing 
much more than these improvised warriors seem to have 
been conscious of. However, as this was their best if not ' 
their only weapon, it was probabjiy the part of wisdcnn to 
adopt it aince they were^un4nr peremptory cemmaads 1t> 
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advaiioe. ^eir pli9osopIij ^ems id hare been to load a 
tram as keaVily as possible axtd set it going, trusting to 
Itick for'att the rest. They pdi t(^ether the heaviest train 
they couUTiuake up, filled it with men (though for irhat 
purpose does not appear, unless for their weight and to 
dispose of ihem somehow) and started it through the 
Img tamtoL .With hearts tremUing in tre^diation, more 
ftom the deurknes^ ind tiie utter indefiiuteness of purpose 
than from any apprehended harm, these crusaders moved 
cautiously through the tunnel, emerged upon the Albany 
side and halted to take breath. They found a single rail 
remored by their opponents. This was replaced and once 
more they moved forward, having now a down grade. 
The lUmaey men had been warned of the approach and 
were not afraid even to try Tnomenttim as the first move, 
probably conscious that this cohld determine nothing and 
only serve as a s%nal for fhrther operations depending 
much more upon skill, organization, and commanders, in 
which they felt superior. Accordingly when the rail was , 
rqriloced and the attacking train was advancing again, the 
Bamsey fxam started, too, puffing up the hill most de- 
termhiedly,^bent on mischiefl The Erie train moving 
slowly down the hill, turned a sharp comer and suddenly 
became aware of the approach of their enemy under full 
headway with the manifest intention of a collision. Per- 
haps the Erie men had ^^sogered" under McClellan, for 
they had evidently expected to go through this war with- 
out hurting anybody. The sudden prospect of danger 
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tller^fore took tbem wholly bj mirpn^.«xKd;ilurew 4iSW 
into the greatest constens^iUpxu ^e opnfb^f* ig^H^ig 
his hat and gesticulatecL £rfw]tl^al]y. to iadyce.-^ Bamseiy 
tram, to stop. The engineer di^tantljf wju^^Jp^* u^^W^. 
brakes ! " ^fhea whistled th^ sigiial old^PaWf wcl^^^sed 
his engme. The JUnisey engme^r i^^]^ly.ii(l|isi)^ '^get. 
out of the way ! " ste^m^ .abe^ wjLihi'Iuf^ulJ^ ;itr9fgt)i, 
and smash I went the two ei^nea^ i|ito each o^r. 'f^, 
shock and paxuo to Erie was -complete* Tj^e.^e^ Jaape^, 
from the train and without stopping to see wjiat had. 
happened '^ skedaddled " f^^ ^^ ^iQghamt^n si^;of tl|e.. 
tunnel with their utmost speed, some running tl^p^b 4^^ 
tunneli others over the hiU above it, eaeh going J^e.^au 
Olympian runner, as, if life depended iipon reaching; the* 
other end^'affording^one of the most unique and amusing, 
foot races ever witnessed. Their engine and trai^ partidrt 
pated in the hasly retreo^t, and backe^ up totbe hom^ side , 
of the tunneL The Samsey men, having intended the cpl-. , 
lision, >fere not in the lea^t disturbed or de^ioralized, ^ut, 
were perfectly self-possessed and set uppn l^e Erie moA- 
with shouts, and sticks and stones ap 1h^ jpmpe^. ,^i&[ 
their cars in a panic, and pursued thexn, a sbiort dif^^oe^ 
in their flight. 

As the Erie train was moving slowly^ reversed the 
engine and put on the brakes themopent du]Lger,,was ; 
foreseen, and ^ the. grade was too h^fivy for the Eamsey 
train to get up muqh speed, the collision did little dami^ ; 
beyond smashk^g . the, cow-catcher and headlighlfL a^^*, 
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{hi0wi|ig: A^ rSamaoy ^ii^nld paTtiiii]jol^''fbe track-. 
The powet of loGf(>BiotioiL was not SLeatrcty^' in either^ 
The ^maejr men s^t immediatd^r ip work to Teplaee 
tiieir eagiad. !ki(poii tbe iniek add then, re&cknag to Mlow 
up, their jSHQCi^s; pushed -on tiirongh thetonnet' Bt^ on 
exfijvc^g thej^.'fofiftd. tioie tinio spent in gottiii% theil' 
eng^ mpoi^'ihe tea&had «iiffieed to arrest the ootirde of 
the [fogitii^ieB, eBay theit {Muiic; and gbiher thein into a 
mote ^ergimized mbhi than ever. They stdbd erpwded 
together ready in turn to dL^p«ite.any further advance. 
The E^msey train HierefoM halted and the two pahieift 
stood &oftng each other at a sltfe distance apart. The^ 
scene was now. much like thut ofien pjresented by the 
boys of two cities on opposite. sides of a riTermeetiitg"on 
the ice for a championship fight Each farij stood, as 
it were, with a chip on its shoulder and bravely dared' 
the other to come and- knock it off. The war was 
hardly more than on^ of: words^ but in this respect it 
perhaps stands unequaQed. Many of the Erie men had 
indulged 4uit8 freely in ''fire water" to get up some 
*' Dutch courage " and the Yollies of profeLniiyand coarse 
denunciation poured in ^ upon their adversaries was 
revolting in the extreme. As in the boy fights, some of 
the more bold and venturesome characters on either side 
stepped oitt-a few paces in front of the rest and indulged 
in a little skirmishing, Sticks and stones were throwti, 
a few hand to hand fights occurred, and a few random 
pistol .shots were fiied. TMe^^aoniBdy paz^fy were muoh' 
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iike most euspemted And in eafiiMt, so Hid Erie mm 
austiliiied umoAj all the injuiieB and Tested all their 
lautelft on flie caj^tore of one prisooer. One of the 
Bamaej men i^lTanoed so boldly that he sudmily f6ond 
" himself setMurated fr<Hn his eomrades and lus iwtreat cut 
ott. He ran behind a freight oar fbr refitge and was 
there «arre«nded by a large party who now heroieolly 
captured him, Iddced and cuffBd- lam, and proposed to 
hill him:. At length he was recognised as an aoquamt' 
ance by one of. the captors, who proposed to make him 
a prisoner instead of killing him and llie su^estion was 
adopted. He was placed xmder a strong gpiard but the 
watch oTer him .gradually grew careless and tt half past 
eleren he succeeded in making his escape from durance 
Tile, but only to wander about all night in a rain effort 
to rejoin his comrades. 

Matters had assumed su^ a serious laspect in the 
afternoon that tl» citil authdrities of Broome County had 
d^paired of being able to maintain order and called 
upon the military for assistance^ In obedience to this 
request the 44th regiifient was called out and reached 
the scene of disorder about eight o'olock, when the 
shouting and oaths had grown hideous in the night and 
the riot was growing quite serious. At the soxmd of its 
drums the Bainsey me^n retreated through the tunnel 
with their train, left a freight car off the track inside the 
tunnel, tore up a few rails, and then fell back to Harpers- 
TiUiQ for the night, firing a ftw bridges as tbqr ^i^^^^ 
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Only two of the Erie men had been hit by {nsM shols 
and only a few more had been hurt at all 8eno«8ly« 
while the report of the Bamsey party was, "nobody 
hurt" Thus ended a riot combining so nuupiy of the 
wotvt elmnents of a mob as to make it ^ great wonder that 
it pBOTedso haro&less. 

Eaceitement over the riot and the whc^e situation had 
now spread throughout the State, was aU absorbing 
along the Une of the joad, and culminated at Albany, 
the headquarters of both parties. , The Governor had 
been eiinunoiied fi^om a pleasure sojourn at the Catskills 
to take action upon the sitaatipa, a feeling of insecuritjy 
existed everywhere between Albany and Binghamton« 
«nd marked public demonstrations were everywhere made. 
When the eng^e that dodged the sheriff at Binghamton 
and ihe train that was captured at Bainbridge, arrived 
in Albany they "were rec^ved with /the most enthusiastic 
demonstrations by a large cEowd of citizens; wherever 
T&tie men or sympathizers appeared in the neighborhood 
of the riot they were treated to a shower of opprobrious 
epithets by the women and children and requested to 
** clear out;" and ever3rwhere the feeling seemed unani- 
mous 14. fayor of Mr. Bamsey and decidedly bitter against 
Erie^ ToaQl this Mr. F|$k manifested charactctristic in- 
difference' and on Tuesday afternoon there ap^^ared in 
the papers a letter from him in which he said : 

''Quick sharp work and so much to be done on a 
stamping granind jiew to m% left me only to &el thai the 
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glwt vm^tM^ 6ti ttM' ^obd people r^of; 'Albany w&r^ 
fmmng ^^m^ iwiih. t^ <wvqn^ idea pf wt sid^ of the 
<}ii^3tiEQn.azi^ pverlapM^ the jgreat benefits and ^advau- 
|agea we were bringing to their 4eojs. . . I should 
suppos^ the people of this good city' Would welcome us 
with open ielridis. Look at the past Has not ereiythlng 
been done by the Central line to make- yon a mk:e loeol 
toifioaiy to Tuin yoixr sliipjiiiig.aivl'.wip^ imt your in^tru- 
metolsi oC:bii«^QBfi^7And:l«i|ye, you.^with nothisg on hand 
but p^aanre j^ ih^ t'^^'^h ^^^^K^ ^^7 tiresome—or 
rather to leave you a Kip Van Winkle sleep? ... Mr. 
Bamsey and myself have long been friends and nothing 
but the w^lfard Of the 'gf^t iiftetes^ involved' would 
bkvb bfbught^ me in eolU^m with him. I hav^ th^ 
UghOtfl iTflg^d ior^nDiyillarru^ mj o$iaB^nff>t \ki^ as iv 
nukoadix^iii^pager. ' X. w>^; :9pnry tha:t,he. ^nds to-day 
betw^i^n ^p .interests, ^i the people and our corporatipp,. 
There can. be bi;t one result, and that will l>e free 
admission to us in Albany. For all We a^k we give 3roa 
four-fold In return. *'Ihe stair of the Albany ^Susque* 
Imnna road, as a mere local rood, has seft It^m!as4:iiow 
be part bf the gttat tbc^PQVighCare: from the Atlantic .to tha 
JE^aci^e^ . ., It i§ evident the hostility to pur inte^re^ts 
is 4^Qii4ated by those in, the interest of the Central. . • 
The^interest of the ferie is to run it; the interest of the 
Central is to ^scontinue it . . It is not a 4^es{ion of 
to-daly but of" the future, and I l^hlc ^y^ hoMidig out 
powers Vilf last ^h those who ar^'o^osed: td' me. I 
ask^o^^d^antoge to which my ca3e does 9x&!^ wtitje me. 
Give Mr. Bamsey th^ ::^vftn^ges of every, ^pubt and 
jWh^t is left will jraft us on tp victory." 

" 'nicr evening 'defter tibis lettef app6fl»e4 iappnn^%kige 
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p«blio meeting was held ki Albaa^ kir wiiioh tptashra 
were laadd bj Mr. R^kns^ and WTeral etftier ^mimott 
(Citizens, and nowtuito (saYe Ihone stike of rooms at the 
Delaran Honse) was there anjrSiiag bui the strongest 
feeling m fayor of the Ramsey side. - 

During^ the da j whichfsulmmated in tii» riot at Timnel 
Btatibny &e tAxad programme ^had been rqieated at 
Albimy. ^e naoming hrought a aiev injoaetbn and ^ 
new init of assignee from Judge Babmrd, designed to 
disarm the proceedings of Judge Peckham of the day 
before. Matter^ had now, however, got to .such a pass 
that these* documents were of Ut^censequehce except ad 
' a sort^'of femini^e^ ocmiest to eee wbdch^shouldr have the 
ISi^t word; Nev^rtheWM, beaig^ deToid of jnij -other amiMe»- 
ment, Messrs. Fisk and Courter a^[iroadied ttie Albany 
ft Susquehanna offices in a carriage^, that afternoon- and 
demanded possession. Pf course Mr.. Van Yaulkenbujg 
regarded the demand a» a^veisy good joke and a^«w«rfid 
iiidtnply with a smile lliat showed a|i appraoiaiaen of /the 
comic dem^t in Mr. Fisk's chakmctsr. The Barnard 
revivers had so little confid)ence of the.snecess.'of their 
xmssion that tfiey did not deem it worth' while to ^t Out of 
their carriage. Mr^ Fisk Inerely pointed to abundle of pa- 
perfrstickingoutof hMrpockeSgshe.lay baek in hiabayojitehe 
and locki^ up' to tiie wihJoWawiLth a dga^inr)u3 mputh 
eaid, '^Here^e- An ojrder and : writ-: <)f , aasfeteice fr^m 
^ieftdJBarniffdy fresh up^m ^ew Yoric, and it tdls me 
io^ take posaeeaioB." Mr. Van Yonlkenbufg merely 
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looked dowiLfrdm the window and smiled at flie hmnoroas 
man. These wais no more of the **Tm. going to take jon 
fellowe if it costs a million dollars " style or tone in this 
last demand. All that was gone and Mr. Fisk seemed to 
have oome direct from ** kissing the Uamey stone." He 
la J there at ease in hie carriage and looked up at Mr. 
Van Yanlkenburg as Bomeo looks up at Jc^t in tb^ 
baloonj scene, and in tones as soft as a lover's assuxod 
Mr. Van Yaiilkenbnrg that if he would only yield obeis- 
ence to '^them documents" from Judgo Barnard he 
should be splendidly fixed for life and have a high seat 
beside the divinities ^t preside over the Grand Op^ra 
House, the Erie treasury, the Narrsganset Steamship 
Company or Tammany HalL While the kind-hearted 
man was thus cooing in the suavker in modo style and 
harmlessly amusing ^< you fellows " with a most humorous 
scene, he was suddenly set upon by the police, who 
arrested him on a warrant from Judge Oiute for a con- 
spiracy against the public peace and order in attempting 
to take possession of the. Albany & Susquehanna rail- 
road offices bj^ force. - He turned his eyes from Mr. Yan 
Yaulkenburg to the police with a m^st comical explfession 
on his countenance^ looked at them a momeut in a puz- 
zled way, then said, '' All right t Qit in here r took the 
policemen who had arrested him into his carriage and 
said, <' Proceed, driver! Good-bye, Yan Yaulkenbu^. 
Come and see me if you git a diance and bring aloi^ 
something good to sit" .Thus the afternoon's drive and 
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tfntertainment of his rivals with a little amtisemeni ended 
in being ignomlnonslymarcfhed ofiT nnder arrest and talcen 
into the pi^sence of Judge Clate as a cnlprii He imme* 
£ately gave bail, faowevery and iras released from cnstod^ 
and retorned to the Delavm House to tell the ontrages 
and indignities that had been perpetrated upon him and 
make himself a gtoat hero hy giving his minions and re^ 
tainers a graphic description of a most dastardly attempt 
to assassinate him. This last story was founded npon a 
rumor that as he approached the Albany & Susquehanna 
offices in the afternoon, so great had grown the exaspera^ 
tion against him that two men stood on a balcony armed 
with pistols determined to shoot him and were otify pre^ 
vented from doing so by the dissuasion of one of their 
IHends. With these recitals Ur. Fish still maintiedned the 
air of a hero despite the decidedly unfavorable current 
of the day's events for his cause. 

Immediately upoii acquainting himself with the con* 
dition of aSaxra on Tuesday, the Governor ncHified all 
sheriffs and other officers to take no further proceedings 
in favor of either side, but to maintain matters just as 
they now stood, treating the party in actual possession as 
*being th^e of light, till the Courts should decide between 
&e contestants. Each party being now in actual posses« 
siou' of one end of the road, of course this order must 
bring its business to a stand still. But the next morning 
brought the details of the riot at the tunnel and the 
Governor now determined on more derive measures. 



Digitized 



by Google 



216 THB aOTXBVOK TAKS8 OOVTBOL 09 THE BOAH. 

He at onc^ gave the opposing. receivBrs notice that their 
proceedings must cease and thej.most come to some 
agreement in the matter,, or ^Ise he should declare the 
district though ^^hidi th^ road.ran to be in a stale <^ 
insurr^UQ^t to the jState and take po s s e ssion x>f the road 
as a mHitaij measure. ,and run it aa a military read till 
the dispute was settled. The parties held a eonsukation 
but could come to no agreement and therefore the oppos-. 
ing receivers united in, a written request to the Governor 
to take possession of the road and run it in the name of 
the State till the legal complications were decided. This, 
he consented to do. General James McQuade and CoL. 
Bobert ^no3^ B^nks were detailed from his ^taE to take 
possessipn a,nd conduct the, affairs of ^ the road. Thejr. 
entered at once upon their n^w duties and in a day or 
two had a)l the bridges and rails replaced and the road in 
regular operation again. 

Wednesday ^norjoing was Judge Peckham's turn agiun 
to issue a ne]nr or^er^ setting asId&Bamai4's of the day 
before. The Albanians had now.comQ to e3q)cct a fresh 
injunction from one or other of the parties every morning 
as being as mu^h^a n^t^ttor <xf course as their breakfast 
In this they v^ere not d^sc^ppointed by the judge upon 
whom ihey hadconferr^ so many and varied honors. 
He opened the momifig in the usual way, staying pro- 
cee^ujigs und^r the orders from New York the previous 
day a;i;id a^te^pting .to tie .^ Mr. Fjsk's hands in various 
wa^f^ X1^6«B xnattem and fhe anaagement with thi^ 
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!€oTmioT oocBpied 'h/Lf* Fbkfs attentioti' till jMttiie mW pa- 
pers txnddr te obtained from New Totk. ■ These' appealed 
•lid ime^relidy for use in tiie afternoon. They Were 
ndn-bailaUa writs for tho airesf of UetisQi Pmjn^ iKiom- 
aey and YanTi^nlkenbiirg for contempt of Jndge Bar« 
nard'a OoQXt ' These gentlemeoi were, all- arrested while iia 
ike EzeeotiTe Chamber itt ihct Ci^itol that aftmidon and 
tiie design wits tofi^irit ih^oa away to New York^ and give 
fludman inbide view of Ludlow Street jail -Wore their 
friends oould raify to tiieit resote. The first p^rt of &e 
programme was snecessf^y aeocmplishedy bat the parties 
wore a litde too fbr from New York ciisy for sndh an easy 
ezeention of the'sedond' step. A private steamer, the 
^Evastns Cbndng;^ Jr.," was duole^ for the especial 
purpose or <»^rying &b prisoners to New York, where 
JCr. Fisk would undonbtedfy be on much better Tantage 
ground fi>i treating them entirely to his pleasure than he 
wa^i ill Albany., But befbre they could be got^aboaid the 
Meaner provided for &eir actommodatton at an expense 
of $5^1 Judgo Ghite eame to ihe rescue with, a writ of 
Acfp^aa j9Qrpu9, On. this they were earned: before him 
ai4: }i0.d0eided to. taka iili ihe next punming' to ^obrider 
the case, 1^ meanwhile they were set.firee &oinJ the 
fheriiff in whoie hands Judge BaraoDrd'is order had plaeed 
&em. This-A^w aJkt^tnpt ta ^iist distmguidKed oitiiseiis 
into jail therefore psored afaortlvei and> the trick now 
returned t0 plague tha auiii6r. - Fm! while Mr. Fisk 
wa(i eating his 4iniiei at tbefJ^IsKiianilfouse that ef«nin|^ 
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BtQl vmdly pctrtmying ike nanow oaeapas his Kfe bid 
pMaed UirotiglL im Am hui two dajs, « nimor was 
brought in to Lim &at an order sknilar to Judge Bar- 
nard's bad h^Mi fesaed &r his own azreat, and that 
the ofi&oers wei?e already en tbeur way'^io aecare hixn. 
Ob .hoaxing thU he ji«ii^[>6d up from &e table, leadng a 
most tempting piece of steak unfinished, hurried down 
ataii«, jmnped into a hack and was driTon to the bridge, 
whenoe he boarded the '' Eraetus Corning, Jr^** and had 
her put under headway |or New York at once, thus being 
Jorpfftd to make good his escape in the yessel hired as a 
aort of prison ship for his enemies and being obliged to 
take tho xomantic trip down the Huds(Ui as a Atgitive 
instead of as triumphant guard over his &Uen fi>e. On 
reaching New York he inmiediately betook himself 
io the oecesses of the Grand <^ra House, where hie 
^< holding out powers" could be exhibited under much 
snore fftvorable circumstances than at Albany, and kept 
very doee quarters for a day or two, his lishefs being 
instructed to be doubiy precautious about admitting any 
one to his presence without special permission. Thus 
ended the &st campaign of Mr. Fisk*s twenty-sixth nod. 

The fire from the Bamaid guns was still kept up f(M* a 
time, howe?!^. He was at first very much enraged that 
Judge CSiute, having * jurisdieticm inferior to his own, 
idumld presume to interfere ^rith the execution of one of 
hiB orders and threatened to arrert Judge Clute himselt 
His ins on this point cahned gradually, as it is wont ^ 
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4o, snd Judge dnte was not aisturbed in the exemse of 
hxa judicial functions. Bnt the men whom ho hod 
lescned b j the offensive habects corpus felt their position 
80 insecnte that they betook thenis^ves out of the State 
for safety. Now, however, set in one of those perioda 
df peace and good will which is wont to follow when a 
siifficiM[it number of injunctions has been issued to 
appease the love for Ihe ^Jtercise and make it impossible 
' for the judge himself to keep track of diem or bring any 
of them to an issue. By some of the influences know- 
ledge whereof constitutes an occult science, Judge Bar- 
nard became suddenly mcdlified, declared there was no 
malice in his heart, and the Albany fugitives returned to 
their homes and were permitted to enjoy them in peace. 
Only one further order of consequence was granted by the 
judge. This was an osrder appointing Wm. J. A. Puller 
receiver of the stock which was alleged to have be^n 
illegally re-issued by Mr. Bams^ and others. Under thia 
order, supplemented by the resurrected writ of assistance, 
Vx. Fuller obtained possession of some three thousand 
shares of tiie said illegal stock. 

In this situation the opposing fOTces now rested on 
their arms to await the annual election of stockholders^ 
which was to occur on September 7lh, each being confi- 
dent of victory on that day. The requisites Ibr this elee- 
tion, as established by the by*laws of the corporation, 
were: that the poUs should be open one hour, £rom 12 to 
1, on the day of election \ no stodc to be traasfened dms 
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mg the BO dajTB preceding the election; the iiffif)eGlx>i» of 
thei election should be chosen annually hj the etook- 
hoMers^and niu^ themselTes beoiw^erer of stock ; .^nd iho 
stock boDksofthoeoiBpanjniiiet bie present &>r tlfe use of 
thain^peetocB on the da j of ejection. The'^tbs^araction of 
the books had left tho Erie patty vexy inuch m the^ dark 
as to^their rdatiVe strength in €be amount of stock actu- 
ally -hoU^ and iiBeliiig far ^romeonfident of succ^s by fair 
iKieao^ a mostniUxjitaktpd^ main was planned, wbjbh iii 
pfotobfy without a ptoallel fyp ^' daring outrage in a £ree| ^ 
dtdlized cohntiy« : ■ o , : . \ ■ ' 

It' was dikxMrevad thalt ibe iasp^ctots who had been 
^<^sen ^M'thiB yei|c were hdt stockholders^ iis required. by 
the l:][y4aws, and so were incompetent to act« An order 
reitk^iltBgr them' fimn acting was iher^Smre perfectly 
{»<oper, '^d was obtaio^^. from. Judge Gbtke..^ Tht^ 
chosen iospeotors hemg-Temxhred, ail t^ plans were. hu4. 
for sdeotihg to. act iii titefa^ ^oces .ilifepectJors wholly &vot^ 
able to the 'Erie party. -9b farther tfiis purpose as well aa 
odiieaBS,.it was .desinabld^to: have llf . iBaonsey and ail Mi 
leading supporters out of the way^ To ioompsQer this end 
Asuitjwasinatitiitad agiin&i^^sv6> Bata/sey, Ystni Va^- 
lanbiu^Pfael]^ and Soaith {tiieuriooutisel) lor abstracting 
iha books of: tbe,.<i0tnpai^,.aiid. <^eRs fyr^ th^ir f(^fl9t, 
with bait fijsed at aiLutgt^ sunii 59^eve asMl Jbn Thlfl 
reqiiest being .(m the £bio0 of it of a^ 'most monstroj^f cha^p- 
actBr,.the.petLtioneins took it b&fore Judge B%miirdi wJio 
-of 0(tiii»a gaaotad it Wa&out hesitation^ Xbeso.ofdeva 
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weie obtauted on ex ^aa^ zeptesentectiens, Tfithotil notioe 
to the parties against whom ihey a^^ed, and were kept a 
dead secret till the moment for wluoh they were speciailj 
desigtied, the. whole success of thd ip^ depesdin^ upon 
its b0iiig sprung as .a iaurprise it the proper jaoment 
Not satisfied with these leg^ doouments^ Mr.> Wiskj rst8m>- 
in^* a Yivid memory, ^f .Mr. Van Vaulkeabiug's musculair 
ppw^^ ^ught it prad^t to take up to the eleotton what 
he, dfter (lU, deemed. i«ach. mxa^ potent than the law,; and 
what. might. be mmSi needed . to jnudbeiB^nu^rd's orderb 
respected so far from home and at the same t&aie guaxd 
him firomjinother ungiaoeM l^iatlkigrdQirn stoira i^nd 
has^y flight to Kew York by spedai ptivate' conveyance. 
Accordingly some fifty New York roughis of the wbist 
type, chosjBn for their especial 'fitness for the, opcasion, 
were secu^d to go to Albany to stand. i^^hiAdiJudgQ 
Barnajrd^slaw and. Mr. J'iskV.digaiiy. an^d prqtoet. thf 
aati<:skity of the Albaiiy & Susquehanuia h^di^iot* . : 

^h«b9 atined abd equippeid idih l^al dbcfcmictfts aitd 
^tbbls to dd a^h,^ Mr. Plsk with a sm4U tfriny of 
Ic^gal, advisers, clerks, boon companions^an^ lackeys, do* 
passed for "tl^e.frpnt" once niLore, tliQ d^y. before th^ 
election, that he might be on the "stamping gzt)uai' via 
time tpiqa»Ag8iCii|^Q|i^ii^ thd.dejMb ^ the histgkAnd 
pha^ige jn }iii|/! tw^n^rsixth; raid.'! t TnM9 suite of iroons 
at tl^e, P^l^vaa ^olls0. oan iiie ni^ht: of the 6th and the 
mornix^of the 7th of Septetnbeti the .whoh plan .ibM 
•ixQiiged. intb suq^|^i?9(»9io^.o£^lMltM Aa ^'wods lilof 
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• dock,^ and was eutitoJif kept from all Imowledge of 
the enmnj. The baidj. men of muacre, caieiiiUy se- 
lected firom the eminent aocial element that rales 
New Yoi^ city, supplies foiees for the State establish* 
ment at Sing Kng and elects the like of Bamaid to the 
bendi of the Supreme Gonrty were left to MkfW by a 
later train and reached Albony on the mommg of the Tthy 
tiie daj of the Section. The perimnel of this ittkique 
com pan y of New York's masters on appearing in Albany 
has been grapllioa% pii^nred by Mr. Charles Frands 
AdamSy Jr. : 

'^ A breakfast WM negotiated for them at thesakon in 
the station, and then they stood and fed, as rough a set 
of patriots as ever stuffed a ballot-box or hit frouL the 
shoulder. Some of them had coats and some had not; 
their clpthes wore in rarious stages of dilapidation, as also 
were their counteuances ; open shirts displayed muscular 
breasts and rolled up trousers stocklngless feet; one man 
sared himself the trouble of rdUing up both, leg^'of hk 
trousers by hsTiag^ only one . . ai^iass subseqxkestly 
described as mex^ with scarred faces and no^ find blf^dc 
eyes. Under the circumstances it was little to be won^ 
dered at that while they indulged a ' square meaP iho 
keeper of the saloon gave directions to hare his eilvet 
counted.^ : : > . 

After being fed, "these dioioe spirits were each supplied 
with a few proxies of Albany ft Susquehanna s^k, whi<^ 
entitled them to enter ^e office^ of the company as stock- 
holders. Of course Mr. Fisk could have "voted himself 
just MweB oa his onte stock, but it was deemed espedally 
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iesiraUe that theaa delegates iiom the alnma of New 
Yotk should be present out of respect to Mr. Yaa Yaid« 
ke&buxg's mudi-admired muscular powers^ and this was 
the best and only sure means of- securing their peaceable 
admission to the room. 

As the hour of noon i^roaohed it was time tj6 set the 
ball in motion. All the aet(»s were required to set their 
.watches exactly together and each was instructed as to 
the precise second at whidn he should speak his piece and 
play his part. Mr; Thomas O. Shearman, of the eminent 
law firm of Field & Shearman, acted as master of cere- 
monies on. the occasion. / The improvised stockholders 
were Inarched from the d^6t to the poll in due season 
and, proxies in halkd, were adtiitted to the room by the 
jK)lice on guard. The iiispeotors were waylaid on theit 
way to the offices a few moments only before the time for 
them to enter. upon the discharge of their duties and were 
served wilh the order forbidding them to act This wa« 
a isomplete surprbe, as it waa plaAned:to be^ ajid of course 
Ihrew the Bamsey men into a-Uttle confusimi. * At a quai^ 
ter before twelve, master of ceremoxiies Shearman gavis 
the ndd whicdi waa the signal for actor No. 1 to move ttie 
orgaAiz^ioH of a meeting of stockholders to ele^t inspec- 
tors, in the. plac0 of those removed. The move was 
seconded and carried, the fifly roug^ with whom the 
room Was packed givii^ a lusty "aye" when they 
caught the ugnal <' this is the place to laugh.'* The 
meetmg oi^^anked, the vote proceed in. ISEeniatm^ and 
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•Midtehi mi.4iie^«lecttcai of in^Mtozs in mfr^ wspea$ 
BJttwfecteTJr to Mr. Fisk; Oli^ ptdUmindries ihns all 
snecetafioUir .'O^Rsed in. thoic iaJ^or, at a few seoooda 
pttbi tira|YB^i il^ iumr pmKnibed fay tfie fajwlaws, liie 
newly chosen inspectors entered upon tlidbr duty, ibe bal- 
lot. boK t(ji¥biid< eoBBiitM of a s^w Iwi^ was. placed in 
positiMk and Uitf.ioting 'oosuaenoed. ' But irith enrery- * 
^dmg JdiU8.:B(iaelyvBtarted. eatirtly in Ins £v7or, Ms. 
Shaarmafiy lika i^l'mAst^of Mvimoni^ upon important 
oeoasionsi was^slitt alitlib anxsooa lest sbmethhig should 
happen* t» mar the smooth floivr before Khe entertainment 
was over. Messra. l^amaej^ Van Yaulkenbuiig, Phelpi 
and Smitii. were m the adj^aiiig room and were looked 
u^aoi^asa poselbledistarbinif element The poUs would 
liecdosed la on hour, and iffthese gents could oidy bo 
tied'np and pmvented frota aetUm for <hat little lengfth of 
time, ali wouid be^over and wdl. And aUttle stiingy 
••peeially designed for this Tety* emeigenoy, Miad' been 
hrwighi along and-' wae^ HOW' t^odueed t^o^-di^' ti^e de- 
nxed tid6g «pi ¥he os^er^ gpi^ti^ by Jtidge Bamaitf 
Ibr ibe «rres^ of these gemtlefiien tot' ite ' abstraction 
of the books axA ^hieh had-^been carefi^ lield back 
bom all puMidfy, was ^oV ]M^odueed and at about 
the samemotaent thai 'the newly^rganl^dd polk were 
opened the .'sheriff* azMeted theAi.' This was the 
final Idow and if sn^cessful-^^ m hour could be oe- 
cuped 19: ^AuiM^g :tha arrested genflemen before 
ft. magiBtnile abxid getting bondsmen io gif^e the outran 
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^6oMdy large badl ($25)O00) demftnded-^eiitire suoeiass of 
the coup de mam and complete triamph for Mr. Fisk 
seemed beyond a peradventure. But, alas for hnman 
devices \ this move did not work sd saoejdssfully as was 
hop^ Et&er Mr. I&earman and &e sheriff differed as 
to the proper manner for the latter to proceed in the 
dischar^ of hii dutjrdr else the sheriff^ii courage failed 
liim at the vital moment liirough a consciousness of the 
ovitrageoas character <rf the proceeding, ^e sheriff did 
not deem it indispensable that his prisoners should be 
taken &om the building and carried before a magistrate. 
H^ obligiagly consented to have the formalities of giving 
the required baQ gene through with' there in the room 
where they were imd was f^ltjr of the (in Erie eyes) 
^unpardonable breach of duty and sin of having bhmk 
bail botids in his pockets uid furnishing tliem for the 
occasion instead of requiring time to be spent in sending 
to a stationer^s. T^th these kmdhesses Mr. Bamsey 
immediately set about fumishiiig satisfSeMstory ' bondsmen, 
not in the least disconcerts by the surprise sprung upon 
him-^oubly outrageous in its ncdaire and the manner 
of its eiteouiionv Any number of most unquestionable ^ 
men stood ready to give tlie baildemtmde^ and, inte(rpose 
every captious, t^hnical, p^ttifog|^ing, frivolous objection 
that he could in '' sparring for wind ^' and thd passage of 
the hour, Mr. Shearman was unable to consume more 
than a few minutes of time in the oeretiaony of bail 
fiving. Before this cerembny was ovei^ however, and 
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* the move ibm J>bcke^ Ifx. Bttdihi hf: 4irQcti6n of Mr. 
Bafxnsej, had gone into the^ eiitrjr of the buildings thete 
organized anctiier nxeetuigrohoseB another set of inspee- 
torsy opened a^th^ poll and pirDceeded i^ hold their 
own • eleetkm. A lew minptes .aiter^ twel\!6 thebrefor^, 
tiiere i^ete two polk open «nid twoioIeNOtiQiia gping on. . 

' But Mr. "^ix^Dosejt despite the ,tva|^ sppHmg ii^pon him 
and^the aum^rons troublesome^irottB J^ had JA the fis6, 
atm.fbund tiope tocope with hi« eftMud^s^ iii. Twlding tibe 
now much enfeebled weapon of iqjttnotiakiis; Just as the 
l^isk p<^ was abcmt to open, its i^n^pc^toi^ were^ BMrv^ed 
with an injunction forbidding them ip hold^iu^ election 
unless the^ allowed votes to be oast upon the twenty-fbt^ 
hundr^ chares of stock whiph had l;>een placed ia^ the 
faaiidsof^r)eC€|iyeron the ground tibat It: was illegal ai^d 
ooold not be voted on. Of course it was iAtended by t^ 
order to give the mau irpm whom this stock had been 
ta^p the ;pri^Iege of ^voting upon it, they eleaily being 
&e only persons that ooul^ by ai^ possibili^ h^Oc any 
laght t9 vote uppn it -. But: Mr^ Shearm4U| eauuent 
lawyer as he was* managed to make tiiiis.drder aoxre 
0Saot)y the opposite purpose from thc^ for whieb he 
kI]^w it was desfgsaed. Mf. {"uUeiN the seeeifrer, being 
presetit. was directed to v^ Upon the stodE» and he 
proceeded to do so and voted ditectly against the wishes 
of t? 8 «ien who owned the stock and to whom the ordto 
W9B » preasly ii^ended to give the rjght of votmg theieoti. 
^\ swentl^faiy? himdredvotee weiJef given ft) Fiak/^ 
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Btock Qvned l^ hi9 moat a^ctive op^oji^ts., Sqfo^ fifteei^ 
nunutes la^er a second mjuDettpn was ^exrod ovl tibi^ "^Uik 
inspectors eDJoining them absolutely &offi holdii^ an ' 
election; but the delegation from the, Five Points, par{lj 
perhaps &om their eagerness to exerciBe.ttie dignitjr of 
thek novel and very ephemeral character a3 stoQ^olde:if«», 
and partly from Mr. 6he|uinan'§ desire to WQfc^ as. rapidly 
as possible for fear of interference, had vot^ e^ly^ aq 
they were accustomed to .do when ''rep^tii^'' in) N^w 
York, and nearly all t^e votes of the l^i^ilk party hftd beea ^ 
safely deposited in th^ ^braw hat before the last injunc- 
tion came, so it was n^ssary'to violate it only a IttOe 
to receive the few that remained to be cast. 

80 well M^ the programme matured sa^ rehearsed 
beforehand and such was the presence of mind disp^ye4 
by the accomplished master of per^monies that on}y a 
single desired deta^ in the performance had been omitted^ 
but this little oversight was an ijiiportj^t pn^ la their 
haste to.ors^inize and get th^ir poU opefi firsJv the new 
Fisk inspectors hod oniitted to tal^e ib^ path pi:;98cribed 
by the by-laws before entering uppn the discharge^ pf 
their duties. . The books, whjcl^. ti^e l^-laws required 
should be preaent for msppction . on election day, had 
been secretly replaced by Mr. Bamsey thp night before^ 
and so the proceedings of his inspeqtors had been evezy 
way regular, and in accordance with the by-l^ws, and 
Mr. Shearman^Q^ sole claim to have his poU treal^ as tha 
legal one resi^ u^n the circumstance of its haying ,lMlfp^ 
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organised a few nunntes before flie iitbI polL Neither 
party rt^bed at the other's poD, so of course each elected 
its own ticket without one opposing vote. At the Fisk 
poll 13|400 votes were cast and the inspectors declared 
their ticket elected. At the Ilamsej poll 10,742 Votes 
were cast and thd inspectors declared their ticket elected. 

Thus the election was over and matters stood jiist as 
before^^with two 'opposing set3 of officers claiming the 
rbadl The tUik partj had sought to win a little moral sup- 
port, add an air of respectiEtbititj to their ticket and gain' 
ah advantage, by electing Oeneral McQuade andColbnel 
Batiks among their directors. These gentlemen being 
already in possession of the road and running it in the 
name'of the State, by their election on the Fisk ticket the 
road was already in the possession of the Erie 'party — 
nine pointi( gained. But these gentlemen resigned imme- 
diatoly on bearing of their election, which 1^ been with- 
out their consent or knowledge, and thus Mr. Fisk was 
left no letter off than on th6 mormng when Mr. Ydn 
Yaulkenburg bustled him down stairs a month before. 
Hei was obliged t6 return to New York with liis '* boys,'* 
more empty handed than he' came, while the Governor 
still retained possession of the road and directed the 
Court to decide which election was valid and which sot of 
directors was efititled to have possession. 

It was nearly three months before the issue came oh fbr . 
trial and even then Mr. FisVs lawyers made a strenuous 
efibrt to obtiain further delay, but in vaiii. The questboli 
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y^as tri^d before Judge E. Darwin Smitlx at Boch^ster. 
After a most thorougli trial and a* careful consideration of 
tlie points raised the substance of Judge Smith's decision, 
was that the proceeding of the Pisk parfy, purporting to 
be, ai^ electipn^ was a fraud, conspiracy and outrage from 
beginning to. end, a great disgrace to. eyery. one coneei^ed 
in it, a scandal to the State, aind utterly null and void. 
The Bamsey directqra were declared legally elected and 
entitled to possession of the ;road. When the news of 
this decision reached New York, Mr. Fisk's lawyers o]b- 
tained an order to prevent the judgment being entered,, 
but that formality had been alrecMly gone through wilii. 
when thia Ne^w York ordei: r(W5hed Eocl^ester^ so this 
was a wrast^rof ppwder. Foiled ^in this nxoTe they imme- 
diately got another order sjbaying all proceedings under tho. 
judgment and served it u,pon Messrs. McQuade and ^anks 
to prevent ppssessipn being given to the Bamsey directors. 
Judge Peckh«m again came to tl^9 irescue, set aside this 
last order and directed possession to be giyen to the di- 
rectors that had been declared legally elected. This order 
of Judge BE)ckham's was acted upon and the, possessipn, 
transferred as directed before any n^w order fipom l^w 
York could come to chock it, and thus Mr. Bamsey at last 
again came into possession of his road. He was not long 
in transferring it beyond the reach of any further inter- 
ference from Mr. Fisk or Judge Barnard. Tho Erie 
party finding themselves utterly discomfited in their effort 
to get the road by a raid, now made overtures for leasing 
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it and oflEered rerj adTanti^KHui tarms ; but Mr. Sodbcj 
aoon found that the 1»0nd 9I Msbstb. i%k and Oovld was 
an the gnarantea flie j proposed to giye for Ae f ulfiliiient 
of the eontfaet and Iherenpon immediately discootinaecl 
negotistions wiili tbem and leased t&e road to the Dela- 
iraze ft Hudson Canal Co. Ibr a kng tena of jears li^s 
TB17 fiiTotable conditioBs. 

Judge Smitii a&owed extra eosts to the l^amse j partj- 
icft all the annoyance alkd ^Epense iowhidi 1iaj had Been 
suljected, and Hon* Samuel L. Selden, an ex-judge of the 
Court of Appeals, was ajl^^ted to- determine the amount 
of extra costs that would be just and he decided thai 
ninety-two thousand dollars was no more than a proper 
imm fbr {he Erie party to pay to indemnify Mr. ]6Samsey 
and the road. Of eouxbe Judge Smith's opinian waa 
appealed from; hut the General Term sa^tolikid his 
judgment as to the total iO^gaMly of ttie election of Ike 
Fisk board and the entite legality of fliat' of the ifeamsey 
board, though oyerruling (not on its merit^ but upon 
technical grounds) the allowance of extra costs. And 
thus was a final quieim put upon Mr. Ilsk*a tw«ii^-sixtk 
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l^^PiuAi J^ 4«^ ^ (W^pupwi;, 1869, a faeling seemed 
tgspimMJl 4to( flfe^ul^tjyog ia gojL^t whick had beeu bo 
«iQtei|i8isfe)jr<«»gfgad iu^ad be^^^bejnakiiig wd break- 
htg^^»sas^ &^ &xrpm^ eiooo ibe <wtl^i»aJk of the war 
9li i<^l^ ii7«a dji^oi^ng vapidfy ii» a «laee, and that the 
<)^HiMaij <wo«ld «Q|[» iretara to specm pf^pnenxtA, August 
m^jgqiAl'^^ seijU^ibr je^oxA 13t» and^iQ general was 
lth#JMu^ th|^ a^yaa ^fx a Sne fl. to laake ejteo^J progresfi 
ipwaf^.par Ihat muas^ large ^g^atocs 9^d ^avilj 4hort 
io piw^ ^ tl»e «ati^paM SdiL 

Xaj(b(»c^poagffold&Ute 131, at whkih price Jtj <3oiild 
Imhi^ a^enl. miUieiu and tibeo, i^di^oi^g vaudoag ^le wn^ 
l^i^^evB ie iiia^u% the pixAabililiea of diffiooltiea fioxa ih^ 
JUnJbama <iai9is, ^ Boropeaa ^rar, ithe Oibaa iasnxsec^ 
A^a, and vamus <4hw aiatterg t))ftt xeallj had>.i^>oiit aa 
MHeV inflaanea ;;^aa ^d as upoa the mooi^ be pashad 
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the price up to 145. and gathered a rich liarresi It 
under reaction from this '^ bull '' movement that the price 
had again dropped to 181 and created a feeling that it 
woidd ^idcldy touch 120. Contraiy to all ex^tation, 
however, it suddenly turned again at 131. and was 
pushed gradually back to 137, at which price it sold 
during the forenoon of Wedfiefidayi ^September 22d. The 
bears and those who had sold short had been fighting 
this rise vigorously and confidently believed it Woiild now 
ML agaii^ when in the early afternoon it went ^tronglj 
up 2 per cent more, and later in the afternoon touched 
141 — a firm advance of 4 per cent, in one day, in the 
face of aH oppositioii and* against all natural causes. 
The movement puzzled everybody and ruined all the 
small ''bears.'' The Gold Boom again witnessed scenes 
ef excitement to which it had been a stranger since the 
critical war days. Stocks always sympathize with a 
marked diange in gold, moving in the opposite direetioz^ 
and on this day the excitement and fluctuations in the 
stock market were even more surprising than the advance 
in gold. New York Central feU 22 per cent in about 
as many minutes, and then fluctnated ^wildly over a 
range of' 8 or 10 per cent, through the remaiiidar of 
the day. Hudson Eiver feQ 13 per cent, and other 
stocks sympathized in the heavy fall. Theto move- 
ments placed deflers in great straits. Brokers called 
en their customers to increase their maigins, which 
the day had wiped out. Money beiDame very 'tight anil 
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brokers liad to pay high rates to get their balances 
carried over to the next day. The vicinity of the Stock 
Exchange and Gold Eooi](i was crowded till a much later, 
hoar than usual, and a throng gathered at the Fifth 
Av^ime Hotel in the . evening to discuss the events of the 
day^ compare views, and to, buy and sell on their belief as 
to what the morning. would develop. The day had re- 
vealed the existence of a clique, small in nip[ibers but 
very powerful and unscrupulous, in conspiracy for a 
** comer" in gold. Inquiry had shown the "short" 
contracts to be many times as large as all the obtainable 
gold in New York, and those who thus found themselves 
caught well knew the character of their opponents. 
Appeals had been, made to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to relieve the situation by ordering a sale of Govern- 
ment gold; but he regarded it as a struggle between 
gamblers and refused to interfere. But the shorts be- 
lieved a corner in gold too gigantic a move to be success- 
ful and still held out. , When the deahngs of Thursday 
momibg opened it was at. once made evident that the 
clique was in the ascendant, for gold still continued to 
advance. The margins that had been increased with the 
greatest difficulty the night before were again swept 
away and there was a new call for their increase. Thia 
was beyond the power of all but the very strongest 
d^ers. A^i the small and medium operators were either 
8trand.ed or settled their obligations on the best: tenAs 
they could, fell out of the ranks and became observers 
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iMtefy. Ill Itds iray the di^^e gathered rieb profits 11^^ 
day. They laid aside their masks Entirely now and ajH- 
peared boldly in the most inlimiaatiB^ a1ttitu&, The 
Gold BoioW irad e!rowded, not as lisnal, xnostly with elerkv 
and meif^ Iboys,^ bnit the prineipals thems^res ei aJti i&e* 
gteat firms appeared in the arena a& they had farelEy dialog 
before. To ^^p the elhnasc of tSbe ittiiisnal, Jaxoes )5%k^ 
it^f petso&alljr appeiited in tlie Gold Boom «ni strdek 
terror into the bears a^ eneonra^ed th^ baOb ^ pasb 
fof^ard by olfetix^ to bet any part of il^OfipO that gotdi 
would go toe 200, and fincBi^ na one to take tho ioier^ 
Eyerywh^ire that dtsy the eliq«0 bnAed gold m i&e samer 
brt^gadoeio way, insinuating that the Government omeiaI» 
wdte interested with them and wonld s^ no GoTemment 
gold (the only h6pe ot the ** bears ^ and infcwiiLing th^ 
'* shorts^' &at the^ had better settle up or higher rate» 
wotild b^ demanded. The wealthy finnS' only still defied 
the dique. This was a day c^ exdtement and runnin^^ 
of ahematiug hope and fear, sueh as had rarely if ei^r 
been witnessed, ev^n iu the times of the war, and yet 
night closed upon .^le seene with the agony whoUjr um^« 
liered, with gold standing at 144, leaving ilte eoitteudinp 
parties to another mididght session at the '^Mi Avenue 
Hotel and a night of most au^ous suspeiisec 

I^iday^ September 24ih, 186&,^the son rose bright 
and beautiful over New York, and its rays seemeS 
to fill the air with a quietude and ealm as ^ in mockery 
of bustling, greedy men. But thotie whos^ treasure 
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lP^,OQppqeniBe4.ia^€iOoaraeof iiiiagA in Wall SlpToet tbat 
4iyr -fo^ wUb a^ ke&it fi>r the poetic but weze wlioUy 
«])4orl]|Q4 ^'"^ thitM^gbts of what tbe day would bring 
jGcMltb in t!ho in;a4ter of their fortune and hurried to the 
ibat^ £^d to be ceadj ^r all opportunities. The region 
of the Stoclc Kgohange and Gold Soom was 4stir at a 
cu^bch eaxlier hour than usnaL The boardd open at ten 
id'clocl^ but long be&re that hour on this daj all tb^ 
WQiaE dealers and cozamission brokers were on the scene, 
^rea^amd anxious to iopiprove any opportuni^ d&at might 
^Qopur for outside <^perations. At a much earlier hbur 
Hx^, ufual, too^ caine* the faua^ ^'bloods ^' who dri^a 
4own g^^andlj in their degparts with Imried footmen, 
/«nd ihi0 ^^g;9i&bi gents of i»pre matore years in their 
l^Qi^pis, Xhat the scene mighi not be lacking in any 
«f its pnopjeties, JTames Fisky Jr,, came dziving down 
.0^ turned into 3roiid Street m company with two 
anch}y attired actresses, one of them chiefly known to 
lame ^Jisough her tihaxm^ M displayed in '' Mazeppa " 
4u4 " ^Q^ French . %y<'^ Long before the regular 
ibusinesfi hotor the greatest excitement prevailed, for the 
<p%ue ha(^ already displayed unbroken nerve and power 
^and turned on the screws another relentless stage, and 
jna^y .men riding down in their carriages were met &r 
fup Broadway by their cl^ks who had run to tell them 
the exciting news that gold was going at 1&2! But 
,all outside dealings and quotations are apocryphal and 
brokers base all <ih«*ir demands for margins upon the 
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qnotaiioiui at the legnlar board ; bo, irildly ns ibe ptic6 
niiglit fluctuate, no panic could come till tho board 
opened at ten o'clock. When this hour arrived, New 
Street and eyery passage leading to tiie Gkxld Boom 
was completely blocked up by One dense mass of 
iiumanily, all under the greatest state of excitement. 
Inside on the floor were gathered all tiie great dealers, 
or as: many as oouH be packed within 'tibe limited 
circle, and the gallery was equally crowded with men 
tdl of whose worldly fortunes now hung tremblmgly in 
tiie balance. At length the hotir of ten arrived, i&e 
hammer fell and tiie board opened. The y^ that im- 
mediately went up in the oontending bids rent the air 
till it seemed the very roirf must be lifted^ aud mihe 
din, so &r surpassing all that had ever been heard 
there before, even the trained cars could hardly distin- 
guish a word. In a moment, howevier, the ^resiiiing 
officer caught and recorded tho price 150! — six ipier cent, 
advance on the highest price of Ihe day before! A 
howl went up from the crowd inside as their eyes 
caught upon the indicator* tod was promptly taken up 
and echoed by the greater crowd outside. * Sudi a man- 
ifestation of strength and' determination on the part 
bf the clique surprised even those who knew they were 
powerful. A livid pallor spread to nearly every feco and 
a large portion of ^e crowd instantly bolted from tiie 
room, the brokers to demand a renewal of margins, th(9 
Operators to provide for the demand* or settle on the * best 
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tenii8 &iej could obtain, many of botk dassOB knowing' 
the quotation meant their entire ruin. 

The clique and their agents stood readj to take ad- 
vantage of the panic. - ** Settle up !"• they cried, "or a 
higher rate will' be demanded at once. The Oovem- 
ment is with us and w« Im^i^ you wholly in our power." 
It was now well kn0wh that the short interest was 
about 1250,000,000 - and that the dique themselves 
held in gold and contracts for deliyery some&ing like 
$120,000,000, while- all the oumnt gold in New York 
oouid be scarcely more than $20,000,000. The situa- 
tion, therefore, looked reiymueh as though the oonter 
was p^ected and a suocess. The Government alone 
^ oonld break it by the' sale of gold held in the sub- 
treasuvy, but the deaf ear which had been turned to 
all appeals to Washingtcm, if they did not con&rm the 
boost of the clique diat the Wadungton authorities were 
interested with theih, at least des^yed all hope of rcHef 
itom that quarter* Undw these circimistances, many 
who could do- BO without failing settled up, and many 
more either. from chcneo or necessity failed to settle or 
increase their loargins - a*hd failed. The clique having 
'^thered all they a»ild from their first assault, and many 
still holding, out and bidding them defianciB, th^y gave the 
screws another merciless turn, and at about 11 Vdock 
gold made another bound upward, and the indicator 
marked' 155*! Another fierce ydl went up inskle {he 
Qold Boom^ and nuii through the surging mass of human* 
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it^ ^ow paddngihe streets o^tside^. IfeXL 1 Oould iiiese be 
radonalmen? Faces nuurked with an uneaxthlj pallor 
and expression, ^es glaring wildly, hands and arms 
gesticulating franticaUji yoiees screeching to the ittmost 
power of tiie lungs and hK>arse frooot cbntinned eooeirtidn, 
it was a spectacte that hegg^xu oU AeeenptLcin and caamot 
be even £unt}j imagined by those ii^ho have never ifit- 
nessed the doiz^ of thif class of mi&tL No boye orjoorace 
dexks were thdre to-day:, ^ey had dissippeaied ts^o 
d^s befi)re^ their i^paee being trant^ by the didec m^n 
and the heads of the .great firtiis. FxominexU in ih6 knrde 
aroMnd the fpiu^tain, to-dayi was Albett S{>^yera^ a Ger- 
man Jew, a large man now past the middle of li^a,, wiih a 
long^ record ma a fnrominent and weaitl^ dealei^ in beth 
stocks and gold. H^ tras ilow th^ leader of -the bull 
dique, bidding the prjk)e up to the lugheat |x>int ei^eiy 
momenti and buyibig in U^dd, quantities, and acting like 
a mad man. William Bleath, the head of an old^ wealthy 
and most respectaUe firm, was also th^re, i^iting'witk the 
bulls and bidding in person. The great house of Brbwn 
brothers was also represented by one of the firm in person, 
and the room was now filled' with only ihe members of 
the wealthiest and most powerful firms. When the jprice 
went to 155, '^Settie up P oried Yiak and the rest bf &e 
^que. '' Neter ! do your worst !" was the defiant 
response of tho ^re&t fiirms who were still able to hold 
out and did not beUeVe a oomer in gold pdsdble. " Up 
%be:g9!e|,. then I" Uireatened iFisk, and at halfHpaaS; eSereki 
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the iniljk^tor j^wped WlWV I* wted ih^«^t.a 
m^neiM: wdtlwn, 5^$l|«4iWi> te XGSS,; ftwd for a aiomeii* 
toji^)hi$^ 164! gpbyew wj^ tupiig by tbQt:^tt^Uo^,J^t -a 
bid, al w«ow» biWiag tjw lwigte»t iirioe, w4 Watoww ftftatt^ 
bid for a »)IUioii ^ 1^, XM0 vofin. m Hiftfto^^.m^ . iW 
th^ 9ti^t, ba4 alrfitdj ^eaet^ the .bigl^9t.>pi9f^bi$ utaA^ 

up to that degree of nervous teusioji rwlmh 0a9iMtJ» 
loBg maiiit$yii»i^ wJI^Out ^mr jtimulatit.. AH .were iioir 
ruahistg' wildlj atb^j^t iu appiumt d^peraium,.>aiid Jhe - 
braggart decU^ra^^n . of ¥iak the daj befoee. tkat gold, 
woidd g9sto 200 aeew^ Uiselj i^o be «iad)» good. Ii«ud 
in^^repaliaiiE o^aiost tbe oUque iir^iTe aoir mS9 wt^ost/tiM 
steeet, aad Jiad finy of them ^^earo^ th^.WQuldjoot upi- 
lik€|HyJ^ai«e answered with tMiir.Mv®^ JSftt tteiy wwe 
eonusaiQua of their di^iger,; ji^ar^uUy^avoid^ i^^ <^wd and . 
were, strongly guarded frcxpa ai^y attaok t^t^i^ mighjt b9 
made upoQ them* 

In ^e midst of i^e graatest ex(»ten^ei^ wh^n gold 
was 'vibratii^ betwe^ 160. ^nd 164, a messenger arrived 
in the. Q^old Boom with the new9 " the 0<;^v^mmerU is 
aeUing goldP^ "How muoh?" wa« (juickly inquired* 
*^ Fifteen millions P^ was the jprompt repjy^ and instantly 
the bear? bounded as an army bounds when, a mine is 
exploded be^ieath it. A thrill spread as if by au electric 
current and in, leas than one minute gold, fell to 1S15! 
Albert ^j^j^n attempted to £11 the brciaoh ai^d maij^tain 
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an uabrokra front hf boldlj bidding for a million at 160. 
Olie offi»r waa instantly snatched at by a bnhdrdd* bears, 
and the fodish efibrt was Tain. Qoid,had 'gone down 
like a plummet dropped in the ocean — 30 per cent in a 
minute and ootild ilot be rallied. Bpeyers'Ml back in tbe 
crowd in entire nervous exhaustion. The wand of 'the 
clique was hiopdessly broken, the most daxu^ gold plot 
0km world has erer known waa defeated, wd Hke f^reat 
Grins was at an end. 

But relief from the death gr^ of the cliq[«e and the 
shock of aotiva ba^ only gaire ike first opportunity to 
surrey the field and realize how widenspread and disas- 
trous the oonfiiot had been. The agony and heart si^^-^ 
ness was increased rather than diminished by the eessatioti ^ 
of the exmtement of "the Gtold Eoom, for It seeiked that 
disaster and ruin had gone ^nrerywhere, or at le^^ no one 
was sure how he diould .stand ^hen the day's sc6re Was 
setded. . Numerous flkilures were reported and it was 
certain others would speedily follow. Eveiywheire atound 
Broad, Wall and New Stilts, and Exchange Place, 
crowds were gathered discussing incidents and reporting 
news ; faces were ashy pale, eyes were wild with Excite- 
ment, countenances viridly portrayed the greatest ahxiety, 
and frequent resorts to I>elmoniod's was the only means 
by which many suktaitied the severe draft upon their 
nerves. The specta^e was one such as Dante might have 
seen in Inferno and was more wretched thah any he has 
d^mrib«d. Thoto Whbse dealings had been on &e wiiining 
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rfde Mi but IHde oafer or more 6o&ioiit(»d than those who 
h«4 lo8t» foe those to whom they had «oM gold m%ht fail 
«iid be unable to take it and ihen ii wchild entail loss 
where there: had Beemed to be^ain.^ Ih not a ^w cases 
men who ^had boi:^ht gold at 'Something Hb^te* 140 
4Q)d at ;about'* 160 and, had ihe dealings been olelired 
in the ordinaiy wiay, woidd ■> have made a very hand- 
0(»ie fottulie^ but the parties to whom- thej sold failed 
and could not take the gold, so it came ba^ tii>on their 
hands when they could only get 138 for it So large had 
been the dealings Ihat the Gold Bx^ange had not yet 
been flUeto foot up and settle Thursday's transactions, sb 
all was doubt andaunemrtainty i^d the shadow of disaster 
brooded over all Wall Street axA its ranoficdtion^. - - 

AjBGurs were in this unsettled and nerve-distttrbing stkte 
when the afternoon hour arrived and it was time to 
think of home. That thought brought to many their fi^t 
full realization of 4he day's disaster. Home ! How many 
could not bear think of home now I How many now first 
f uUy realized what they had staked upon the fortunes of 
the day. Many who had left- happy homes, andnOt a few 
who had been lordly owners of the most elegant resi- 
dences on the Hudson or the Sound in the morning, must 
now return at evening to meet wife and children, feeling 
that those homes were no longer theirs, ruin and penuiy 
staring them in the face. The disaster which the clique 
had spread was now fully felt and so great was the indig- 
nation 8gi^in&t them that &iey secured safety only by oon- 
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eeidnmti Esriyin tte d^ Fi»k had fled tke weM md 
was weeaxefy banScaded in. tke <iraBd Opera £U>48d. Th# 
doorsL of. Jay Oould'a office weie guarded hy aeirosg' 
Ibroe el police and no one could gaia admieubiu QClie day 
elptfed yft^m 8«f h ta aoena as iras nerer beibre iioli&eased 
in Wi»U J^Met andi.j^bably may acTer be «gai]i. ^Ita 
Ao^ii^ie^lii^iered ki ita iomiita.miich.JBter iihaii^iiswili aa^ 
if 9Ml4e. to &ea home^ aad in. tiie eTeiii]ig>^gae<-%blfl it^ce 
det^Qtc^ in nua^^t^ffio^ w<here tbey bad. ne^er been fiemi 
be&re, eo< eager :Kreve men iio baionoe tiieif aeoMmiB and, 
if po9ai.Vle> gain aostfte/ideoibow tibeystood* Tke spectacle 
of agonised bearta and fQimtflnasbcet was oontinned inibe 
OToning at. tI^>Ftftb Avenna Sotal and^urpassed anyibiDg 
ibat bad ever been witnessed. tbene. Tbreats agamst^Fisk 
and bis tefiow conspirators w^^re J&eqnettt, and a fl^^eotaelo 
of nxen sufii^rii^g gii^ter, Dental t(»3nent could not be* 

Wb^ tbe W^ :9tre0t imen gathered in (their.plaeea 
Saturday morning a c^bner feeUi^ preveiledf but tbe 
utter wretG^ed^e^is of the ^ituatium ura^.eitiU m<xe dearly 
deleted in tbeir &qes. It waa like, eurrcoring tbe ruina 
tbe next mpming a^r a great fire bas swept across a 
wbole regipn and left only cbarred reniains s^d crumbled 
waUs wb^re yesterday stood stately buildups. Tbe Gold 
ExcbsJ^ Bank bad been unable to get tbe fignr^ e^eii 
of 3^nrsday's bnsine^s arrange , as yet, bo no clearance 
of tbe gold dealings could be hoped for and no one could 
determine bow bis affairs ^tood. New failures were re- 
ported and tbe gloom tbiokenei^* I^h^ Ckdd Boiird met 
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but without doing any basiness adjourned till Monday to 
^ve the GK>ld Excliange time to arrange the accounts and 
effect the clearances, and this jproduced a more contented 
feelings 

The Qold Szchange Bank increased its force pf clerks 
and k^^pt thenif all busily at work through the night and 
as constantly as their physical powers would permit ; yet 
Monday momii^g came and found the bank unprepared 
to dischai^ its duties or give any zselief to the situation, 
not even ^Qiursdf^'s aocounts having heen straightened. 
3ien had goi^ ^ their .homes on Saturday in the ftdl 
confidence that when ^ey returned ^gain the bank would 
be neady to effect the clearances and the situation would 
4hen h(d fully known at least and men would be able to 
Jmow how they were coming out. The disappointment 
waa tiierefore very bitter and rumors began to prevail 
^ihat the bank itself was involved. The situation seemed 
helpless under the circumstances and no one knew what 
rto -do. Seveml meetings of the Gk)ld Board were held, 
.and numerous propositions were made, but they finally 
a^'oumed to give the bank one more opportuniiy of 
dear^g the obstruction, thus entailing one more night of 
anxious Buspense i^pon those whose operations were 
bound up by the deli^y in the clearing house. Tuesdi^ 
morning found thiQgs in no bertter condition at :Uie Gold 
&change Bank, and those whose action was fettered by 
this blockup were now almost desperate. The murmurs 
•against ihe bank and the imputations i;^n ita solvency 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S44 X0ipi| nXSiFPODITXSHT^. TAjno. 

-'V.J-:: • .-.•-.- 

and good faith^ were now loud and numex^os. Q?h0 
Gold Board met and it was now felt that somothilig 
must be done independent of the Gold JEbtchongo to 
settle the balances, for Friday's dealings, as thatindtltu- 
iion had pix)ved iia inability to do so. Various plkns 
were suggested but' none 6i them seemed practioablo or 
satisfactory till It was announced that thef Bank of New 
York woidd undertako. to act as a clearing house fbr Fri- 
day's transactions. This announcement was hdil^' with * 
joy and promised relief at last The brothers iinznediately 
jnade out their stiBitements and handed iiiem in to the 
Wik, and early in tho JEdt^moon detks b^^ to gather 
at the bank to get the balances of their firms settled. 
The line formed and grew rapidly till it extended otltof 
the building into the streetand then far up the siddwalk 
on Wall Street, Tlie bank officers and clerks had been 
busily at work but tho business was new to them and 
when they realized tho vast volume of work to be done 
they became discpiiraged at once and saw they liad 
undertaken a task they could not piei^orm. (}reat as 
was the mortification and disastrous ad they knew tihe 
consequence would be Upon the Street, th^y therefore, 
at half past two, announced their Utter inabflity to effect 
the clearances and discontinued the work. The inistant 
effect of this announcement was a new panic. Disti^t 
now spread everywhere. New York Central drbp]^ at 
once to 145, completing a fsAl of 7S per ceUt in a &w 
days. A great universal crash seemed imminent' - A 
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nei9 meeting of the Oold iBoltrct was held and after many 
pro^K)sitions, a committee of twenty was appointed to 
settle Friday's business. New hope caught upon this 
move and it looked as though the end of the agony wotdd 
now soon be reached. The apartments of the banking 
house of Jay Cooke & Co., comer of Wall andlt^assau 
Streets, were placed at the service of the committee, and 
they went immediately to their work. Brokers handed 
in their statements and went home cbnfideiit that the 
committee would straighten matters tod affofd reUef by 
morning. All night long the committee and their'derks 
worked 4>usily and made excellent progress in effecti!i[ig 
the balances. Only one difficulty hampered them— one or 
two firms had failed to haiid'in their statements; In the 
early part of the evening these £[rms had promised to have 
their statements in by ten o'clock, but this they foiled to 
do, making a new promise that they should certainly be 
in early in the morning. ^ With this the committee wdre 
eontented and pushed ibrward with the other statements. 
Horning came, but one of the statements' still fogered. 
The hour for the meeting of the Gold Board came and 
one of the committee went down to report progress. He 
represented that ihey were very much encouraged, had 
nearly completed all the accounts, and as soOn as they had 
one nkore statenient, whidh they were promised sooii, all 
the^letails would be arranged and the settlemenis could 
go forward. This produced a favorable effect and the 
' memlKdrsBoatteredy feeling that their difficulties would be 
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mli0i«d k«£bKe Ihe ^d^j vaa ov^x- At two o'clock the 
Qold Board Biet again and the member of the oommittee 
oame in to make a further report He i^as evidentljyerT' 
deqplj moTed and he was listened to in impcpssiye silence 
AS ke amKHinoed that the one dilatpiy statement had not 
bean handed in, that the cononittee w^re satisfied the 
firm did oat intend to hand it ia^ and that ^thout it they 
<oonld not go on or e^t.any relief of the situation. He 
aamonnped the delinquent firm to be Jaj Qould's. The 
Ae^nbe:rs "W^/fo a^mpat firantio at this annpnncement of the 
isoniUiet of thatfii^m, and shouted 'VHan^^.i^ml Ljmoh 
them I '' . Jt waa felt th^ firm were proloziging the troubles 
jpe^^ppsely ^o pnvfit by the situation. Biijt nothing could 
tie done. Xhe oommitlee iras^ discharged and the board 
.tJvcown back i^pen ita wits to get out of the difficulty. 
The Gold Wxchangft Bank had now becA placed in tbe 
Jtianda of a receiver a^id the situation had beocnoe sadjy 
oompUoated. 

The gloom of jOus ia^y was greatly de^pen^, by the 
annouAcement of the failuiiie of the great firm of Lock- 
wood & Co. It was a firm of Uiirty years' standing aoA- 
ivith mai^y millions of .capital They were largely loaded 
with western raibroad^stocks and the great sudden decline 
had swamj^ them. 

By a rule of the board, if a member fails^ h^ gold, if 
he has any with the bank, may be sold and fippUed ^ Im 
accounts, and if he is indebted, a jpuxohase js mada ior 
^icmm .sake to weet Us agcoim^i an4 the loss adtjuated 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ uautir at cast, Jfifr 

mtaimg Bis erediton. Under ihismle iiwtur iiow proposed 
16 sell out the aecount of Jay Oomld's firm and tiien settiie 
i&e oil^fe^'iKccouiits. 3<o Uoek ib& mo^e snidrjiinetKOiiwas 
obtain^ bj the irm f&^d&kg ^njr sitch sale, «skd fte 
l^ard iras i>ii6e m6re ftt it sttmd s^ li Watriicyir deeided' 
ttat eaeh -dealer must setiijd hh Fridtijr's dealing^ tf}^ itim^' 
gelT ih &e meircantile way, ^thout any reifereiRje' to a 
d«hx^g liduse or dealing hj balances. Injuucttousr 
a^aSbst this mode t>f setdement weiB issued agtoast tSL &» 
firtiis irith whic^ Jay Cbuld's firm had had any deafiugs ; 
dud as the Sto6k Exchange'had foted^ deal'in gold anS 
had a r^ulatiou similar to tile Gold Board tibout sdling^ 
otit the' accounts of delinquents, axk injunction was tdso 
senred upon tiie Stock Exchange forbidding tbebr selling 
out the accounts of delinquents. And in. &» maimcrf 
iDAtteTs were new tied up< fiut the brok^s went fc^iwaiM 
settling their own acootints with eodi other. Soon J^ 
QtovSi Bhowed a willingness to fall m With the arrange* 
menty and thus, after abottt ten di^, >mtfttei« were 
restored to iheir usual ittaite, the injtmcticttks^'Were re- 
moved, and business went on. 

The gireat gold plot was ended and though it had made 
skeletone thidieir in Wall Street than any otiier eyent had 
&7t» done yet it had been substantially a faolfbre even for 
its originators. The arc^ cotafspirator, the originator of 
the #]^^ was Jay Gould. He commenced plottiBg ib» 
scheme early in the summer, and at first boMly designed 
and altett^ted to get the Oore^nment implicated with him. 
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or at least committed to a non-interference with his plot. 
The evening Gen. Qrant was a passenger on the Fisk line 
of steamers on his waj to the Boston Peace Jubilee, in 
June, he wa^ surrouiided by Cbnld, Fisk and several 
of their friends and the conversation was turned to the 
financial policy of the Qovemment. Gould, Fisk anil 
others earnestly maintained that the policy of the Govern- 
ment ought to be to keep gold high during the fall, while 
the crops were being moved, that the farmers and pro- 
ducers might get a good price for their crops and the 
business of the country generally be kept in a flourishing: 
condition. And for this purpose, it was argued, the 
Government should cease its monthly sales of gold, c^n- 
noifnce that it would appear no more as a seller of coin,- 
i^nd pursue a policgr looking to. a rise. The specious rea- 
soning was listed to cfirefudly, but the President in no 
wis^ i^mpiitted himself. A letter advocating th^, same 
views, written by Mr. James McHelity, was extensively 
circulated and wont iixe rounds of the press under Mr. 
Gould's m^nipukUioHs* The first attempt to get some 
reliable impression as to what the policy of the President 
wo^ be having entirely fi^ed, it was resolved to ask 
him the question direqtly. T^^ perform this brazen office 
©r couirse Gould selected Mr. Fisk. A few weeks later 
when the President was on his way to^ Long Br^h on 
one occasion, Mr« Fisk went idowti to t]ie boat, apprcKSbched 
the President a&d boldly told him that he and Mr. Gould 
would like aJittle private information as ^to the future 
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• 

intention of the Gtyv^mineiit in the matter of gold.;. Qen. 

. Chrant quietly asked Mr, Jisk if he thought it right that 
they should be furnished with such prirate information. 
Mr. Fiskiib yse^ quick to read men, and seeing Icpm the 

'Pz^aideaifs manoer! and the' nature qf his interrogative 

. anawer that tli^; desired iiiformation could not be hiidy he 
miide aTOrtne of netossity, a^initth^ thatit^ivbuldf notbe 

iairyland^iraoefuJly ratared.^ : '^ 

l^oilad in these difeet attempts upon the Tezy fbuntaiii- 
kiead^ctf auihoM^y Mr.' Gould resolved' to Work indirectly 
and 1^ informallan at seoond'hand-^any ^y to get the 
ftesidetit VMnfiiiiltted iand ^secure ^e de^iK^ point, ^or 

-this purpose yecOurse wais now had to Ahel B. Cbrbin, 
Oekerid Graft's brother-in4aw. He seems to' have been 
an exceedingly weak, superannuated man, and he fell in 
with Mr. Qottld's plans and wishes altogether 'too readily 
for a hopeful subject He was eager to join ttie gold- plot, 
was sure it cotdd be carried but suocessMly, and repre- 
B^ted &at h^ was privy to all thouplans of &e President 
and coiild '£nd oUt^ all they wished to kikow,^ even if he 
eoui^ not hims^ control the policy of the Obvernihent- on 
the gidd question through hSa great^infltienoeover General 
Gntnt. .Though a little suspicious of such ready eager- 
ness and such grand claims to inflttence, Gould mtide use 
of this tool as the bestio be had under the Circumstances. 
In his frequent passages through New l^ork, of course the 
Prendent w^ several times at the house of his brother^- 
latr dtmng the stimitier, and Coxbin irej^resented thai he 
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Urn fbtt ot ko^piftg g^H high whilo tlM cv«ptf m^^ 
motvuig. waifL th«]t 0«rv«KiuM«tj uNmld not* inlte&te wilfii 
4ie^. j^uMi «r hxmk ttimv <zsBg bjiia^iiii^ gold* .A mJnr 
A;fiii«ti»l^ S^Qitotaiy a£n;aiA IkMuuixy Imiin^ he Jflppoiatod 
lt>i;iy<i^ Yiwt,.lwd>tiMt iiMiiring #f ito pU^^^ftr €tottmdl 

J^V^tP^QfM' «emfi IMttiidljp: U e Ombuafm w^fm- 

'sentatioiu as to influenoe audi MSMBevObliUtl^jitLllui 4«ii 

weisa wiik luiiviiPLlbo^ p^l^l^^ « «pr«e;(^.midft A^if ifo)^ 
iMfft^ pdjceha9p« of |p]4»: Tk^ Qi>vm»ftf»iit imI3(» ^ 

!i:bi6 gr^a% ifd^k<M^ Qfl(ul4'B Mlu^^eA jil§m ^ .0^^ 

4^banfleft mce that that Q^Tavxufipiit ^ou^d: i|pt io^^rfi^l^ 
triih. tke plol? il^ ordmng; ^^ifoxtv^ salf to >i^ a ^^fm^- 

fxop^ 137 (aeaf wWek tJi*,<%F^ h^ wa^i 8<mf^. JifQfiF 
pi»chafl«|),.to iai,|t JiwW iW4 wairt fp to l*44f W^- 
Tieflda^ Bf^t 22di Alt ibis ^int Woodaid i^4 ^Svio^i^t 
IwwglofttiiMih in^i^^ 8fMf» 

4){ a perfwt. cfxxw^.efiid ojMt flWr afd4 wi4 »^%ft4 ftOfl^ 
thi9 fil*c|ue. '?i6]c had w^ thua ftx b|^ miiii^ to^^ ip^ 
:tke mattev, but Qoold bei9,g iu>w alanxied l^j^ the dssfif- 
tipa. oif Ilia ^flt9,fed|$xat9^ ai^ baiR&Lg: hut ii<0a fi|2^ <%i 
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ie«» ii€»ti^ imi boUness to oom» to li» Toscm, imd Ifek 
<Mie ift to fiU the braaeh and made^ Ids ^Uie appearaB«ci 
ltttiie€bMBoomottrlli«Tidi^. Fidt'ft (Dtm diafaetemtfe 
iffid po6li« d^iBOidptiim cxf hii wimi^ m tix« affieiir ime: 
^ Wlfen ^tould febxid bifiisl^ lowdbd dOf^A td ik# g«w- 
II^Im^ aiid kk^ to ^ tttdo^y ^ €«iiMd £^^ 
mw&i^ He%loc^im«df(a*tiiM Bv^Iianrllka tGittkig 
tj^ tbSta^of^p^, fl&d wliM <9oiild «n^ ctf oiwucato ef 
ii^WBpe^pmSi sis^d, hdek^^em up iii'Utto^ I Ktio^Hi^rd wa« 

bottom dollar on hixx^Vnd I said to him, iMolk ho^, (M 
iai&iri' . WhCKft I 'wits ti bof onu latfii. ik Tc^ttoil^' ]^to 
iteML &«F iAS jooaa ^ dui toToke^ 19^ Bbek atid ^^ftdk^ 
KSVfift fhe heatjr 7^^ en I10 l^nkfis^^fiiedk, key^tbo teir 
fttta fliif^ ftoKm^ ttp «h€f other eltd, Dftofefoi^ to c3d fitick 
to bMA tilKder, ^d old Bttcik inmld t)aek off aafed 0^ afliX 
MMttettmes v^iovch s0 could jieriAiade hisi ^uideTi H^b^ ytniB&. 
ifHm i^ ta^ faestif ibr dad. Aad-Ckmld^ lAd ftHbir^ 

£^TJr, and hete 1 ^ to giro jou a fift.^ 

It was deteimined to push boldly forward in the al» 
tempt at a corner and at' ^e same time guard {Ms moye 
by rescorfing to another tnck so that eyen if the Gbvem- 
inent should sell gold to break &e comer the eCque could 
yel sttTO themselves. This supplementary trick was for 
iwdx>r t^ree dealers of tittle means but good credit to buy 
heavily and keep forcing the- price up, ^while ofll^ m^m* 
lirs (tf ih^ oliq^u^ would s^ heatiljf rt 1^ %)i pr&6i 
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fhU8 (treated;; 'iJien if the comer failed and a panic «aiit 
the price doT(^,.%ose of liie: clique who had bought the 
enormous sums ^cnlld &il. aiid be Unable tt l^eep theuf 
contracls and bo lose Uttld or nothing, Xrhil^ thoae^ XfhQ 
had sold to jespvonsiible txi^B^ ^t :the hlgli.' rates yrould 
B^e enormous sums, and: ti^ie: f^w^ could I^n divide 
{he spoil a^iong the. memb^ns. This is the ^zplanatipn 
of 4ilb6^.Speyerd an$,B^m,:l^j^Bg at 160 or -above 
'jfrh^n Qpuld Kma seUing^ at aj^ut 150. : Sp^F^pps £»i}ed 
Qo^ Goatss^ts, lor . $17,000,000 a^d Balden: (m conftnuMif 
for $5P,QOO,ft0s0. / : . ; ;. : ,: : ' 

Aft^ ihe/cojlap^cf ^U^\ repixdiatodvl^rge nnml^&i of 
purc^aa^ipiadg pn:hi^;acGpnnt a^^ the high^piicesy, saying 
they wei^ nnauthoiiz^ but .ii^sisted on {he exBca|^i| 
of aH ^ales inadefprhim. 'Mai^jisuita JfccfJ^r^^^ 
irere brought ^Q^ii^t him.ta enfpree {he.contra9{pf .ppir** 
ob^s n^ada J)y hk 1^^ Qrand Qpei;iak Eoua^ 

pix)pe^.rv^ attfkche^ u^. tbe . px)pee4ing^ The t soi^ti 
Jiavd l«en Wj9ni^dL thr9uglk a.7:ear and a )udf of, ddi^ 
and no deciidon or trial has jet l)een obtained bj the. 

For quite a time after the ^apic. Mr. Fisk. rpmained 
closely barricaded in the Grand Opera House,, at first 
because of the^ threats against hiip,, pfterwarcls io avoid. 
being served with papers in the suits commenced against 
him. During this time the whole region of the Pj[>erJB^ 
House was kept under complete ey^pnage. . If any one 
was seen standing about near {here viih no appazenl 
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** <K>!f B WHERE THE WOODBINE TWIJfETH .^ 258 

business, or looking up at the Opera House windows and 
doors, he was immediately approached by a small squad 
of Mr. Fisk's minions and warned to take the next car up 
or down town or quit the vicinity at once— a waiting 
which the recipient inyariably deemed it wise to heed. 
In this way the service of legal documents was eluded 
for a long time. 

Soon after the obOfi^s^liiEUidJ'wiheAi his part in the 
afiGsdr leaked out, Mr. Ooirbin was sud&enly non est^ and 
"tras ^inbred to have ^bncr to ^eftttioky. ' 9otii6 aHtisidi 
to his w-hereabotits being niade in M^l Tisk^Bpreseiicef 
lie made the characteristic remark that enjoyed a nine 
days' celebrity — "He's gone where the woodbine twin- 

^^'\ ./ . . . ■.. ^> '-:: • . :■ I.'. : ^ 

T{ie ipost persistent and 8cand|^pi|8 efib^ 
to implieate the President in ttie gold speQulation. All 
the ^b^rdashar. biUs^and pxiy^te notes .^fJIss. Grant 
for the months proceeding wer^ pried into tQgiyp colo]> 
ing to ilie insinuation^ but all z^ vain. Gongrei^B 
appointed a committee to investigate the charge and it 
was proven to bo utterly baseless*. Eisk^ Gould and 
Corbin were ezamined by the .coipnittee, Corbin said 
that when he went: to the Oper^i Souse^ afiter the pani0| 
I'isk said to him, "0, Gould has sunk right dowp. under 
ii Yqu won't see anything left of him but a pair of eyes 
•pd a, Buit of clothes.'' 
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PABAS^ — TKB TWBLYB TSUPTATIQIfS AND A BTJiaq^t BIU 
— IS ^AMP AT LONG BSA9CH-r-AI BUVKXR BpOJi— OCraAr 
MOW AXONY} iniB PTJBITAKS.' 

In the. latter part of March, 1870, rumors began t6 
«httdato & New* Yorlr tiiat i^e taear^iiSiei lb. Hsk 
irtu alkmt to^ treato another- neir «enetefi<m and appe^ 
itt iral*a3iothei)f ^euvctefyTtow* ^02^^— fiat of CUiDn^'tif ffie 
Kbith Itegiment HatbndL Quttd Stato^ of Hetr l^dc 
J&t %tBt the jMmaiiBter treated tiie raotior as a^ j^ and 
Hdicided the idea as tiiey rididukd tije Idea 6f the^^Bbston 
J?^eaoe Jubilee a^ear befbr^. And^th^' mentben ef ^«i 
National €Kiard espedaify JBCOnted tiie sbbty mHoo absnrd 
fbr fthyddng but a Ifogh, ieetoing it impotssibte that a 
r^^tnent' ^fii sudi an excellent war record! would be 
gaSSbf bf such a breadi of esprit de €orps as to go outsidto 
of its own organization and select a crrHiani and one of 
Mr. Eisk's character, for its commander. But confirma- 
tion fi>Uowed iqK>n rumor so speedily that the news soon 
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oeabM tohheTT^fgaatiA majostaoMl/oii ti» 7ik of Apiil all 
doubts in '&&i]tiatier -were put at xtest by hu^eJoctiot^ 

The xegiment wtts not iu a flounahing cK)zi4itiQu, oiAar 
in autobers or fimnwirilyv ^ud the rank and file^wieie 
-voijr deoiaroaid. of adciiting soaie meiBAs of filfing th^ 
TBahs ftad: their treasuzT^ aad.r«QQiaiiig for th^ opfgaaioa- 
tioi^ a pvofaiiieut tftaudiiigwibe }I^^ 'On 

t^&dSiMA^d. oan^st.mefflda of aoc^mpUBlmg ^ tM% puipOfe 
969iaDi«d^ l9r h^ to^<»a^(a^i0 Admital^iak aud^iwiaf^ hm 
frem the.Qi^^ to tbfof land fi^coeaaa t}ieirCo Tha 

4^<U]pf^ diH iHiit^l a4 cilij^ot; t^ bei% il?U4 5»^«rod^ )mt 
i<^th^0 9D^^|i;a]^ fieeoaad pu wha^ at a Uje^bodiat {mjor- 
meeting, would l^^^ ^ajjied tha '' ai^ouil aeai'' 

I4fmt.<4£kd6ael Bmne^ a most «2|;^^t offiee^ w^a ihad 
taemrod/^wath the r^i^iaiit through t)bya waz^.wag 4»|t 
f^e^JtolvtQ^^ 4i0 vaeaAt Qoloudciy'. Ha waa l^^ e^aqr <K|i^ 
:tfi4€p»t^n eutided to ^o fjaca and in oTerjr w»j voa^r 
Oli^ ,Tker0<ViamimoaedToffipe]»4i^ltt]iia^^ 
idto^c^ hiaisiaimi^ but hia ^teptioa aew^ a gf^ ^' 
ly^wlluMtt»ibeFiiTal^ I^lovadand.hoaQred }»^ 
^i;haj; Ip^d aetiheifp he^drta i^pw the Fiiaoei of Eda i^ 
ibe ai^TSAiiL wha qfXjM ^peedilyjift ibexa over all thi^ 
f dWonltiew into a flowir^hing conditJoa 9fiA fp^P ^th^m tha 
jfK3i^8^(S^ tinwa.. ii^ defereaca to what i^raa thu<i Imowu 
io ha the desire, of hia m^ Goloael Braise immediat ely 
a^aigiied hiy 9fefw o%e, waa re3leetad lieutexumtoGoIoiielt 
ApdiAdsMi^ :igif]b wpi ^eoM Oolo^eL 
^ 9?^ e^Wti ^te^ta^^o^ litfLa. i^orpme in. m^itM^jMfB 
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• imd irt» vavTotiflly oomiftented oa l>y -the press. Many 
saroAes were i&dulged afrtb' the remote designs and con- 
eeqoeneee o^ this new moVe, some affecting to see in it a 
edieme of ^dark pooient ibd a. determinaticm to have a^ 
band '^reliable m&a ready* at command m the e^ei^ c^ aa- 
citiber ji^EbI]* Uke U£e Albat^'it Stssqaehamia mOroad war. * 
l^be the siibjtect of isach'abmird suspicidn is the ]^rice Mt. 
Wtskhm tb"^^ in the^ chara«iter he has achieyed. In 
geekxDg the Obldndcyof 'th^lTmth he merely had the same 
ainbition tfaait -any o&er man wotild have.iand soUght it 
^fb^ the Oppb^tanity it^gavio himjoif grlilifyiii^ Ihe di^sire of 
beiorg'xofk^idttotb and- making d ^nsation which he had 
already manifested fe «6 many bthw ways. 

'Though he had iidVe^ liad any exj^rieilce i^ military 
'skisttextt; not 'eyen' to play soldier with brooiHStiok and 
pape^ js^io^atc %hen a'boy, he aidsum^d his bew diarge 
Wift bii tinhesi^tbig confidexice^ ^Oimkmg there was i^t 
mndi'in its re<]piix^ment8 beyond a tmifbrm and a sWord. 
At hb'&hst od^^liiig wi^ hi^ iebinmand hid freel^ Ventpated 
his ideas on the' mHitaty art 'and thio ndeds of the r^« 
ment hnd ai Wde aimatdieied hisf intentiond lind^ #ill in' an 
iriiperidfusHtbiie.- ^e regiittent miistej^d something less 
tibianHwo han<^^ and fifty Inenwhen'tb^y^tassen^^ 
to TeceiV6f thfeir new Cfolonel. Peeling- that' money was 
ibo ^at motive power here as elsewheire; he immediate^ 
ofiBdred a pme of $500" for the company that woidd secure 
the greatest numbet of recrai& by the Ut of ^nly. Tbere 
wiw^ im^^tG^r ^in' Ibe if^giiai^t whbfly vacaai A i&ew 
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T9? Fn^ n^opf^iciiv ituujpi. fiST 

^^m^y wQfi immedif^^y. ofgmv^ ^ fiU*^ Tumiit 

^enji. l^xu^ fprvard i^iid ^ siWJ .<tf the C#lonel'B re- 
tainera u^l the yaiipu|» ^^ji^rt^^^.P^ ]&Mi.ewroUed^diem« 
aelnj^/j rWP'^ ♦'^ iMuyie^^ ife^ J^iftib ti^l tlii9 loBesomo 
lip|«WW?l9 ^ .^t^jji^xwJff ^vlioMj 4i^tgf4aw)d:ahd ^he 

^^^4 ^;(it % ife fi]:^,fci9q|ili|^tipaj^0 iMiSer its new 
CQ^i^fiwd^r-. I^e e^TQQi li^^. Ji>fen lo^li^i^lj^wevd tointb 
til^e yecuK^ JR^^* *^* ;io^ At^Q^^ t<> 4«t«ryjhmg^tli«fc 
lir. j^isk dpeB. It .ja^ ^ .^9^% |nP9imgbt:Q?eokig md 
the Co^i^jl Je^ Jijte fejp^c\:^ pa§^ .^ F^fft. Ayenufl Hotel, 
Delmonico's ^p.d t^Q ijiuflDiefojai Vgufe JUo^^q^ Au^^itSi 
Ave^up. He wa# g^35ed at ^ WJ^hffl^ ^ft jfc^ uifw^l 
cipiosity m4 interest ai3^d ^he epocti^e j^zi^ited'A iignufi* 
east fijniile fuid Inl^ly BolHes of vit ^n^ ihe^^wt^^^pfemts 

Puriljg the vho]^ of this w^yrpb hfs .^tj^ (i^hat b# MuBf 
i| to the p^;ixftei^t), only fs i^ %^9;^}i^ |4).,t^;f9ffdiix^ 
)t)ei?^^ ^Y^ji by thf I^e^tenant-O^f^L 

01$ B9xt i^fu^d show of t|io Nbth w|^i ^j^ 
tl^ywere taien tp. j^^ Ora»d C^?erJV [Hipff^.to . iprita^iii 
" The Twelve lempta^o^fif," P^i^^g t9 ^ ^^ .rf^bprntt 
toilet of the Colonel for the Qpca;$iQQ.|ij9 Traa x^lirly ao 
hour behind time and the ftadie^^ce mtjq^ |cept wa^fo^ in 
^eir se^ts till near i^ne p'clopl^ before tbe certain rose. 
(Then t^e Mana^r-Colonel ps^o pi^^^l^ji^ i^ -^^^.^ 
oomn^d and hi^ b^et corpp^^q^d ^^ing ifi iiwm Wi 
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•ddier bogn. As ha tfood at fiie grand entraoee^ diiak- 
mg deep] J ot Urn ^iorj of tiie ooeasion, his wamors filing 
post Jtim to their dioiee seatsy a constable stepped up and 
serred a suaunoas and eomplaint upon him. He ^nced 
at the legal doeoment and fimnd a grocer had sued him 
ftr a batter 1^ id $41.25. He became exceedingly irate 
and indignant irhen he fimnd out die nature of the docu- 
menty staibped it linder his feet and stalked off to his 
prirate box with a most lordlj 36-indL stride, declaring it 
a trick patched up bjsome one to insidt him in the 
presence id his men. The soldiers sair tiiat something had 
been done to oflend their ColbneFs dignity and deported 
themsslTes in such a way that the constable serring the 
papers found it cidvisable to get out of the Orand Opera 
House as aobn as possible. The soothing strains of the 
orchestra, the lively and graceful pas of his fhvorite dati' 
seuiej ihe bewildering mazes of the ravishing ballet, the 
irondetfhl gyrations of Herr Yon Ajax, the grand transfor- 
ttMltkm seene at the closed all delighted his brave men won- 
derfuUy, but their influence could iiot recall the Colonbl 
lo ' his 'Woiitel ispirits and make him forget that little 
IneMent 6f the butter bill. After the porf prmanco he 
«htert Allied Ins officers and some of his chief danseuses at 
a sumptuous entertainment in his elegant banqueting hall. 
Bocruiting progressed quite successfully and by the 
first of July the regiment numbered about seven hundred 
men and tho subject of a summer encampment Jbegan to 
W ticfnttdiared.' Iibng l^rano^ is now the^ gayest of dor 
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89ftsi<ie w^ft^ing places ; at Long Brancl^ Mr. iFiskf hm. 
Ills summer residence'; to Long Branch .runs Jil^. Fink's 
floating palace, the "Pljmoutl^ Bock;'' and to Lc^ng 
Branch it was depided to go for the sumpfi^r ej^campment. 
They were to go ii^to camp for. ten days — for InBtructii^^ 
iho. Colonel informed thein, and not for f ^n. T^e /$t^<M^t 
military regulations of camp life w^re to be p^sprvod.^d 
the men were notifled. bj^fpreband not tp ask fer leaves of 
abe^ence during the tin^e, as none would /t)e gr^l^. 
Saturdayi August 20tii, was fi^ed upo|i,for itbe day. of 
departure. The o vqming dawned bright and heautifv^ and 
the boys of the gallant Ninth were seen gatheriug froxji 
every direction for thiB grand event. The regiipei^t^FM 
ordered to be in line at eight o'cloeki b:at the u^ual de^f^ys 
inoident to such occasions w^^ie e:^perienced,i|nd it :y^, 
sine o'clock . befBro the line was form^. .TbQ Co^^i^l 
appeared. mounted upon a.graa;^ chestnut obargerjuid 
wore an elegant uniform said to have cosf two thc^s^nd^ 
dollars. As he took his place at the heftd pf th^ QoiiunA 
he made a mucb better figure, than. ibftdbe^A geiiej^aUy 
anticipated.. He had now learned : enough of thfii OQo^r. 
maudsito start and halt .bis regiment, sa bo was qo^sv; i^bilft 
to put them, in motion vithout being prompt^ :by.C<d09^ 
Braine. As.tbey marched down Broadway the sidewalk^ 
and windows were crowded on either, side. . The re^ment 
made a fine appearance and marched well, but ^he 
Colonel was the chiof object of interest ^i^d the cen^e of 
iU.ih^ curiosiljy.. Th^wer^ late m reaclujt^ tb9J9ba|i[| 
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itt^' ^ Fl jiiiotiili Bock bad to wait liaff ta Itour or ao 
beyond her appc^ted time Ibr starting. As she put out 
iato th« str^toi some Teasel in the bay fired a salute 
\rhi<^ ahe i^Uni^ and then beamed on her way and 
Blade up her lost tiine b^fbre re^hing 8an^ Ho^k. . 

Wh^n tibte end of the joltfney wtfs reached iind ihe 
Adju^^ttrt had foMied hb t^^giment in l«)f^ prepdratorj t^ 
iUbM&tg io tii« i^itfp ffMLtid, a ikost Mdict<!]fu8 lit^tie 
oCbUt^^ed. ihh jOdfon^ Wisdied to mtt&e a little prelim^ 
hi^ diaj^ay ^nd ^th^ghfen out the mt^lea timt h«^ 
beeli cnL«hp6d dt^i% the tid^$ bifit he knew i^t ttv^ 
obtnnuuid^ #hieh it now di$v6ived u^ii hSdaat to give, ao hia 
lioiiteiilitit^Oflond was placed close b^hhr& td j^tidinpt hittt 
in an und^srtome. l)he d^ondl quickly i^pe^ted the^firat 
d^r to' his HM/n Withotit making tiie ^vop^r pause 
beif«rd6ii the warning and ot^^. IHhiA \iatui^Hy caused' 
tai ail^kt^ard toecution of the <M^det by the men. M 
ao6n a^ h^ had repeated the first orde^, Cokmel 'Bra;in^ 
fltiftt^ptei him on <he next that he might have it t^iAf 
trhen 4he proper time came) but ^thout waiting at ail 
he Mfpealed it to the men 4^ soon ais he caught it him<^ 
ic^ WitteMBit obaervmg wheiiier thdy ^ere ready i^r it or 
no^ hl^ in th0 same unmiiita^y4ike way in which .hi^ 
had given the fir^t. ^e Consequi^ce was 'a still mOTe 
awkward eihibition difn the pait of' the men and a latigh. 
This alightly disconcerted the galliint Colonel and hi» 
only ihonght n6# was to catch and repeat the oo&tiiands*' 
HA dWeibJBtl rt iah^my th^ regikiie&tV busin«d^ AjMn^ iaf 
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ftifl ikbar fb^j were Executed if he only got them oal 
With all his attention turned behind him' to hear his 
prompteir, he forgot his men entirely. Hiey lia^ but 
lialf finidHed "Shoulder arms!" when "Rig^t stouldOT 
AiSi arms T' came tipon ihem and tliey were thrown into 
utter oo&^tsioii. If the Colonel did not understand the 
promoter eicacfly kd blurted out something soundling A 
Ibearljr like it as ^ssible, like the boy in &e tSun^y . 
l^bcfL Th^ r^ult wa;s that evexy one set up a ^at 
lati^ at his Highness, whio^ he turned m the best way 
by joinihg in it him^lf, and turned over this regiment io 
ihe orders ^f the Adjut&nit and rode off to the camp ai; its 
head. The iHai^ o^ <^ursc lead it by all the large hotels 
aind li6t^'as i^ the city tho regimtot, of ihe tiolonel, 
erea);ed a gi^eat s^of&ratidh. 

n^ ca^p waisi very elegantly laid out and was 
ctoistened <' Oamp Gould ^' in complinient to the one 
single ittan wh6 shar^ i^very secret dt Mr. Fisk's breast;, 
who has be^ tils 6ne trusted, insepatabld companion and 
confSiderate through ill his noted career, and on whom ho 
says he would **^ Ms bottom dollar." It was in the 
iMdst bt tile almosifc impreoedent^y Hot period o^ thajt 
snnx&er that they reared their- camp, ^e first thing 
the Colonel did on r^«klching his grand tent was to doff aU 
his fine ^^atiiets instantly and make himself a^ comforablo 
an pos^ble. His elegant new uni&rm had absorbed an 
ixffil&6nsd quantity d ^tspiration &6m hhk that dajr ^na 
1m t«UiiBdd ttutft '<fl6^ei^'' was iK>t liU filn: i^ Ibi 
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with Sidnej Smitli thai it would be Tezy oomfortakle Hr 
take off hia flesh and sit in hia bonea for a time. Having 
reduced himaelf to a condition of entire diahcinlU^ he pro- 
ceeded on a tour of inspection ronnd the eamp to ao^naint 
liimaelf with the condition and irants of hia men. Thej 
were reiy moch amnsed to see their <^mmander s» 
greatly changed^ the peacock stripped of all his gan^ 
plumagOi and this tonr of inspection made the camp ; joUj 
in the extreme. This> howerer, waa only the b^;inning 
of the humors of the day. As the Colon^ aj^roached hia 
marquee on completing the drcoit of the camp, he was 
met by almost all the band men, who were Germans, and 
respectfully petitioned him that they be supplied with 
lager fo|* a beverage. But the Colonel was determined on^ 
military rigor while in camp and answered '' Oh, no! we 
brought you down hear to play music, no^ to dziak lager 
beer. You can't play that on me 1 " But the Teutons 
pleaded that theit throats were parched irom blowing sa 
much on their instrumeQts, and finally the J^nd-heirted 
Colonel relaxed so far as to let them have some lager. 
This delegation had hardly retired whMi another so& 
of tiie Fatherland appeared, saluted the Colonel, and 
said, "I vants to go out" "You can't have a pass from 
me," was the reply. " Den me goes midout it ! I bei 
you ten dollar me goes out ven I pleazhe !" ejaculated thee 
insubordinate Teuton, and the Colonel was looking vexy 
much puzzled i^hat to do with such a troublesoxne cua« 
tomer when the Adjutant came to hia xeseue by j^uttmK . 
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Ibe inaa under arrest and maxchmg him. off towards iha 
^gttard-houfl^. As soon as ihe Colonel divined l^e nature 
of lius act of disciple he shouted " Adjutant, put that 
man in the guard-house/' In his new and •close quarteiEB 
^e Oerman was soon joined by two ether men who' had 
been caught attempting to break bounds. After the parly 
^ad been kept in confinement for an Hour or two they 
4>ecame penitent and aaked to be taken to the Colon^ to 
obtain his pardon. As they oame up in &ont of the mav- 
^ee the Colonel fixing a determined eye on 4;he obstrep- 
erous Teuton said ** Wefl, old boy ! don't you think you'd 
Ve lost your ten dollars if you'd made that Ibet ? I gu^ 
you would !" ^en addresang himself to all the numer- 
ous applicants around him for passes to go out and those 
w'ho had been caught a,tt;empting to ry out, he cdniyiued| 
•** Now look a-here, no ehap is going to leave without a 
^ass &om me. This camp ought io be like a country 
grave-yard — ^no one who is outside should want to conie 
in and no one who is inside can get out.^' ^th this he 
dismissed Ihem io their tents. But as soon as the dark- 
ness set in neaiSy half the men were ^trying to steal out of 
<^amp to see what was going on among the gay wodd of 
fashion* The Colonel had been suspicious of Ihis and so 
was on the look-out. He joined personaHy in pursuit of 
deserters and chasing them afforded him great fun for a 
time, but the novelty of it soon wore off as in his other 
jpleasures. He was, however, determined to establish a 
Isjrstem of thorough dlscijdrae, -and so spent the greater 
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part of ibB night cbaBing deseirt^m mi bliogiiig fimm 
back to eamp. "WhyP* said he, "haw the deu^cQiuld 
I tea«h these men aU I know about military ^eieoee if 
ihey are aU the way fiom here to West End?" 

The DB<^ Boon settled down quietly under their discip- 
Un»t aU wofkod smoothly and .&e U^ days, were v^^. 
whatihf Colonel announced they were to l)e— a p^^r|od, o^ 
instxMction^ . And he api^ed lumself to ih<» i^ooUiiig.i^ 
^igoroudly aa he did the jsg^n. The }udier<XQ» p^^i^^t^t 
In which he had found hiiaself on i^vii^g ^a4 sl^o^n 
him that.there w^i^e scnb^ fur&^ i^ui^^lo^ ^^^l^pnc^ 
tl^dee a.uaifonn and a i^iRord, mR4 he d^TO)^ fmBs/^ 
figKMXMasly to mastering j^ maniial of arms and Uie s^re 
jilemeaitary evolutions Tk^ first.diess . parade was ^ther 
,awk|prd, like th^previous display, but both men and 
.fOpo^matider improved very pere^ptably each day, and at 
the close of the ten days they presei^ed the appearance of 
a well drilled regiment Their dreai^ parade was the fea- 
ture of the itBLj at liong Branch whil^ ^ey r$^mained. All 
the e(»ni9any at the hotels poured oi^t to witness it ; car- 
riages crowded around the encampment as far a^ any view 
Qould be obtained, and ^e pageao^t ^as one suc^ a^ is 
j^urc^y witnes^4 — f^\ ^^^r ^ ^7^t ^^ )*?^ *^® ^at 
J^^!^ of all the curiosity and attraction. 

]^ijUny rumors were afloat as U^ grand occasions that 
.were going to be during the stay of the Ninth at the 
Branch. The GoveTnor wa^ going to spend several daya 
there out of special compliment to the r^iment^ and joia 
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m ita festirities and be its guest, as it were. Qeneral 
Giaaty who has a cottage here, was to smile upoa the en- 
campment, a&d manj distingiushed men were going to be 
present wttii their ladies. But all these rumors ended in 
disappomtment. Governor Hoffinan did indeed make a 
fljing visit to the encampment, bizt dedined even to review 
the regiment, saying he preferred to see dress parade, ahd 
returned to the city the same day. 

These little silent, negative slights were felt rather 
fceenly, and it was then fully realised that great as was 
the a&ntton the regiment attracted it was chiefly &oxn 
causes not at all flattering. To compensate for some of 
the disappointments a grand ball in honor of the ](]iiLllL 
was gotten up at the Continental Hotel. The regiment* 
took its meals at this hotel during its whole stay. It was 
announced that vanons distinguished citizens and 'mili- 
tary men were to be present at this baU. The appointed 
night came on. The dining hall was speedily metamor- 
phosed into a grand ball room very tastef ulW decorated. 
The hour for the ball to open arrived, but with* it came 
none of the distinguished individuals whose' presence on 
the occasion had been foretold on rather apocryphal 
authority. When the C!olonel arrived and made his usual 
inquiry "Well, how goes everything?" he found the 
burden of the occasion still rested on him. Nothing 
daunted, he proceeded to open the ball quite as contented 
as though all the distinguished guests wished for had been 
present. The ladie$ were largdy in the minority oh {he 
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oeoftsion, so &e sddier bojs hod to act as iraE ffoivenu 
The nnisie was yery fine, there bein^ some^^fty pieces is 
the band. The afiEair passed off quite jdeasantly and all 
had a good timay bat it lacked what ka promotdTs woi:^ 
have been sftoet glad to have-^the snile^ of the HUe. 

The last dffess parade was on Snndoy. When the manu a l 
had bieen gcmo throogh wilh, the order '^ Parade— rest I"* 
was giren and with the men in this positioA the Colonel 
addressed ihem as foUowe : 

** Officers and aoldieracfthe Ninth JRegimeni.* By thi» 
time to-morrow erening there wiU be notiiing left of Ckaap 
Oonld but the ground on which our tents now stand, 
Tf-mcnrow we shall t>e on the march and therefore I araS 
myself of the present opportunity to address you. This i» 
our last night in camp and I cannot discuss you without 
expressing the pride and satisfaictlon I feBl at your con-' 
diict. You havebenared well as soldierar and I am proud 
of you. Yoa have behaved well as citizenaand I thank 
you. During the ten days you have beea encamped X 
have not received a single complaint from any^ quarter 
from the residents of Ijong Branch or from the visitors^ 
and considering that we left New Yori nearly seven hun- 
dred strong and hove had an average of about five hun-» 
dred men per day here, this is more than I expected. X * 
certainly anticipated a little trouble from outside^ but X 
rcgoice to say that up to this moment I have not resiyved 
a single complaint Gentlemen^ this is something to bo 
proud of and I cannot find words to express my thanks to 
you one and all. The few days I have spent here have 
been more to me than so many months. I have learned 
i6 Imow you better lind have realized Ae responabilil^ ol 
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iBj position. Qentlemeii, I am proud to command sticli & 
regiment and it shall bo my study to make the Ninth the 
model retgiment of the National Guard. Once again I 
thank you for the attention you have paid to your duties 
end in view of the progress made I am sure none of you 
inll regret the time spent in Oamp Qould." 

As the day for l)reaking up of the encampment and 
returning fo ihe city approached, various rumors trere 
afloat as to the compliment of an escort being extended to 
the Ninth by some one x)f the National Quard regiments 
on its arriral in New York. Some even had it that the 
arif.Cocratic Seventh was to eiiow Colonel Fisk this court- 
esy;. In due time the Plymouth Hock reached her pier 
bringing tiio boys of the Ninili for her freight. A dense 
crowd packed all the available space in the vicinity of the 
pier and it was nearly an hour before the police could 
clear sufficient room for tho regiment to land and form a 
line. But in all the crowd there was no escort of honor. 
The Ninth was alone. Among all the regiments of the 
National Guard, "none so poor to do her reverence." Such 
a graceful act would jj^ve been highly appreciated by both 
Colonel and men, but as none cared to o£Eer it they felt 
quite able to paddle their own canoe. The regiment 
^ formed and started. Eveiywhere on their line of march, >- 
up Chambers Street, Broadway down 23d Street to 
the Grand Opera House — ^the crowd was as dense as at 
the pier. Sidewalks, windows and every point from which 
II vitfw of ibe Colonel could be had, were packed wifb 
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peofile fUBixiaos to get a sight, bnt^in^jf face nrpt^ f^ B^eVf 
fiar kind of smile that no other regiment esdteB. Xha 
Ccdonel sat his noble horse well and made a fine appear* 
ance. He was as ^If-conscious as when he used to ride 
a broomsticky to his mother's great amusement As he 
passed the lai^ hotels on the line of march, the little ner- 
vous qaze he topk to have eye^thiqg abput his pg^ijipn, 
caniag^ and appeai;^oe exactij to his likizig, showed that 
Jke ynderstood the chief cause of all tbiei curiosity and 
whence that peeuHar smile. At Jength the Grai^d Q^ra 
]^onse was reached and the march was en4ed. With ^ 
law chajacterislic words from the CoLonel, producing ^ 
Ij^iugh 9fi h^ rode along the lines, the re^ment wfs soon 
dismissed, evideiMlj to the great r^ef of bojfch Colonel an^ 
men, fox it h^ been eqorchin^ly hot and thej had all 
foffi^ed muoh from the heat on the homeward mitrch.. 

The AetKt public aikpeaxanoe. <rf the Ni^t^ was at a l^ 
i^t the Aoaden:^ of Music in Febriv*^- ^^® "Chari^ 
Ball" having beiK>me one of the great eyents ^ tihe 
teaaon at the Academy, and the Americus Cl^b having 
had a very gi^Ad afibir in the w^jpi a ball at the same 
]piace, Colonel Fisk thought the T^inth should not be 
behind the times in this respect and so shoirtly i^r the 
^ two othera had occurred the grand Ninth B^im^t Ball 
was axvQOtmced as the next thing in order in that line. 
J^ut the Charity Ball and the Americua Cfub wore not 
shorn of their laurels. The Ninth h^d a nice time 
|C0^y much to themselves — the whole W (^ ^ 9l?Sf^}^ 
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Mng file i^am^ aa characteiiied fheix^ \a3l at Lcmg 
Branch. 

T)ie Pljmouih [Rock hayiog been bipugbt iato service 
ipr tl^Q purpoaes of the regiment Oust yeaf^ ipid % change 
bei^ 4e9i]^blQ foi; this» it occurrsjd to th^ C<49i^9l ^t it 
would be anice idea to take his regiment np to Boston \^ 
his £oi;^kI s;(ef^]9^rsy l^l4, create a senfatipQ ajb^ ^' th^. B^^b " 
by displaying Im s^tdon at the celebration of Bunker 
EiH on tibe I7ik of June. With this Tiew heindited the 
following letter to the Mayor of Boston : 

Kew York, April 6th, 1871. 
Hon. Wifliaiii Gaston i 

Dear Str^This will mtroduoe to you Kajor J. B* Hitch- 
cock, Captain A. 0„ Fuller and Lieutenant A- ^- Bftcon, 
officers of my regiment and the committee appointed Iqr 
the board to visit your city and confer with you in regard 
^ a proposed trip on the 17th of June proximo. They 
are empowered to make all arrangements in behalf of the 
Jilmih lUgimen^ and I we«ld reepectMly ask that the 
J^i^^talify qf ^ cUy be extended to the legimeBt 
I am, wit^ xnuph iefg)ecii, 

^ Colonel commanding. 

The Mayor laid the matter before the City Government^ 
when considerable discussion arose, in the course, of which 
Alderman Cowdin said he understood Colonel Fisl^ did 
not intend it should cost the city a dollar, the compliment 
only being desired. Alderman Plumer said he d^d not 
know anything about the re^ment but did know bov^q^ 
ihin^ of its Colonel^' and he did not think it would b0 
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creditable ifet {he diy to do anything in relation to the 
matter. The sobject was they '' laid on the table " bj a 
decidlTe Yote and given no more consideration. How the 
letter was regarded by the Bostonians may be accurately 
inferred from thefoUo^ng comments of the Boston Dally 
Advertiser : . ■ 

^thtt actioxi of the Colonel of the Ninth N^w York 
BegiitteBi, in asldrng for an official leceptioti of his corps 
by i^ba Cxty qf Boston, maflu a new era in. theliistory of 
ef&ontery. 8uch cpmplin^ents are generally supposed to 
be^tende^ed by .the hosf^ nether than asked for by the 
guest; aiid when tho would-be guest^ets it l^e jiinderstoofl 
that /it shall not cost ^he pity a dollar,' the ^rftusition from 
the sublime to the ridiculous i^, at, once reached. Wh^ 
the City of ^Boston tenders her hospitalities she does it on 
no mean scale, and will be slow to enter into any arrange- 
ment which smacks, of those jsilver-plate presentations 
wherein the recipient pays for the present." 

Kpt)IRth»tfti|dtng thi».ret>?^, the dcmg^ty Cdonel Wte 
not in ther least moyed from his purpdse but x^eit forward ' 
irith his preparations, titterly indifferent^ether he was 
welcome or Hot Boston had got to ^e him in his elegant 
uniform and mounted on his proud war charger. He 
ev^ manifested a .greater contempt for the Boston '' Ci^ 
Fathi^rs " than they had manifested for him, by addr^^sing 
the Mayor a second letter, as follows : 

New York, April 27, 1871, 
Hon. Williom Gaston, Mayor of Boston, Mass. : 

Befir 8ir :. Qn the 5th inst Laddressed to you a lettort 
askkig an extension of hospitality to the Ninth iKe^ment, 
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New^York State National 'Otiatd, wfaifdi. kttmr, I. under- 
8tand» tm» delivered to y^a: hy a ^omi^itteo of the regi- 
ment and referred bj jou to tiip Board of Aldermen. I 
infer ^m the published prooeedmgs that the letter, T^l^ich 
was simply designed to obtain your official permission for 
the vi^it of my regiment, was miscoiistrued into an appli- 
cation for Especial favors at the expense of your city, a per- 
versiofi for which there was no warrant and so excuse* 
The reason of my application to you i^as that (as I was 
informed) the Ic^w of your State did not allow the entry of 
an armed force witliout the sanction of the Federal Gov- ' 
ernment, or oi the Cliief Magistrate of the State or city to 
be entered. Having waited a sufficient time for your de- 
cision, and my regiment not having received irom you the 
courtesy of a reply, I have applied, in the name of the I 
regiment, to His Excellency the Governor of the Oon;imQ^^ - 
wealth fur permission to enter your cify, and he haa^most 
courteously and promptly granted tho request. I beg, 
therefore, that you will relieve the Common Council- from 
fui ther consideration of the subject, as thielir action 6i in- ' 
action is a matter of perfect imiUfforened to ^ g^nfieuMU 
under my command. i 

I have the konor to be your obedienii senrsnt^. 
Jambs Fisk^ Jb«, 

Colonel commanding. 

The re^Iy upon whfoli this Btfle ttfnmphant floqnsh 
was based, expressed the Governor's surprise that such - 
permission should have been thought necessary, it being > 
the first instance of such a request and stated tha^ 
though he regarded it as a wholly, unnecessary formiditgr, 
be willingly granted I3xe permission asked for. Thb 
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cnonb •£ coadWty.nbaii iM.it "win^ ranred tilM GoldfiePs 
purpose of obto^bi^ oUt f^ott tmfahid hid' £iide&iit« fbita^ 
with flymg colors, Biiilbbin^ ii^ sHubbers, t^d: itifoi^i^' 
{he ci^ fathers of Boston |liat the; were a y^ry stupid' seit 
Having; thus merpilessly crushed and ^umilia^d the 
Puritan niagistrates, pricked the bubble of their arro- 
ganw and prMeasioB,' and made^ them feel how Veiy in** , 
•i^timbknt t&ey and tl^2r ^Hixyti^ weite t6 tb6> g¥Mt>iiirf 
good liie hiniserf, the reddu1)table^ Oolbiiel i^iWiSsWfta^ 
with his preparations for entering the citadel^ o/ " me ' 
modeiTi Athens" with his '* armed force," dek^rmined 
thai Bunker H^l shoi^ld iiot be robbed of itser^^niing 
heubrter^VB inteUoBtual dticens of ''the Hdb" be der 
pnred of tb»e riard ^Hvli^^f and pieasnto ol §idmligf itnr 
gHeki Prince Eiie ttouhted di hi^ liplendid MkA i^fa^ 
horse^ preceded by his unequafled band of one hundnni 
xnusici^inB and followed by his regiment of bravei^, no 
matler liowloifg-<eiu^ the procures of their:ciiri/Q ruleiff. - 
But when the preparations were all atanplHsd and .tiie^ 
day drew^ nigh ^ {he^ depairtua^ of tfeef gilllamfttjNinth 
upon its pilgrimage to the ni<kiument that commemorates 
defetl^ t&^ Colonel 6ud<^enly found himself thrown up 
aglusk^thel€OAtamafioD^Jt(l^<M^ an4:Alderp;^ei^f^^gfiin, ]#i 
a most i:^iexpected,piaimex^an4 was forced to eat humble 
pie in the shape, of hi^iwg to ask further , favors of the 
men tp ^hom he h^d said, with subUme militaiy /latf^^r, 
^'yooc. miction or iiMtction is a matter of perfect indififor- 
enqeftoth#gei^tJ^?men,uifd^my comn^ ^;^ . 
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. T)ifi|jr$gime]|tr Tra$ Jo bf in BcnAoq^ on Swadny. Th9 
Qcio^el tra9 |aiailuir with Bodt^a aeaitiinj^t |». to the 
pjN^r me(ni»er of keop^g iho Sabl^atbt ^and maiiifested a 
com m^ i d aWef regidrd for that sebtiBAeoit by i!9$olTiiig thai 
while, i»;$08tQ^_bA ^d hid would: do as Bo^tOiuftAS.do. 
AoocSrcUni^y h^ hiid put it dow^i on 1^ , ^^riftaiaQe 
nMuJced out Jbl? th6 'vi$it that Htk Bimdi^ the xegimciut» 
with the one hundred musicians aaiol'tho hlaclk w«x^hoi^, 
wouU Attach firdm. thltfr, holel to the Common, there to 
hold such religious sertfc^s as td tbeit «ba^plB£6: ihould . 
Mem.goiAi But the Goi&mi<E>u is "u^der the .special watd 
of tfa» Mayor cbd Ald^ntcla aad right y^H do they 
guatd tiio sabred thist. Thoiie t\tro keys Md id have 
beOh received in direct line feoin St. Peter are not more 
reyerenfiy held by Pius Ninth than is the open sesame of 
this reyered enclosure by its depositaries. At the eleventh 
hour Co{onei Fisk learned that he could not march his 
regiment upon that Boston Common, even to say their 
prfyrqrBr Tnthouti:perBBii88ion from, ihe^ very meo sv^ie 
eaa*B h^: had PSeo^ifttly boxed so. contemptuoudy. To most 
me& this situ/ation would have been somowhat embftrrasfe* 
ingi To Colonel Fisk it was only oomicaL It b on» of 
hjs diiaraoterisfici9 thc^ what WolaM be matter forr embar- 
rassment to most men in their false modesty, he regards 
as onJty a good joke and laughs away with ^ classic in* 
terrogation " How is that for high ?" With the magnaa- 
imiiy of true greatness, he bore the Mayor and Aldermen 
no malioe for the past, and iho di£btMtf^ of tito paiftiit 
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in worldly statioiiy he though^ proohided all possibiliiy of 
there being <m', this oooasion a feeliifg of anything Uke 
embairassment— that infallible sign of loir bi^eedit^. 
Therefore wh<m he learned the necessitiea of the case he 
experienced none of the qualms of vtdgar natures, but 
immediately sat down boiling orer with humor, s^2ed 
his huge gold pen and indited the third epistle of tTaflie* 
to the Bostonians, to wit : 

New Yotk, June 2, 1871. 
Hon. William Oaston, Mayor of Boston: '' 

Dear Sir : As 1 ani informed tiiatyour <^ty ordinanoeo ' 
prohibit the entiy of atj regimenl'tipon BosttUi tSomi^oA ^ 
without permission from th© Mayor, I j^pectfully ijw^pieat^ 
permission for the use of the Commpn by the Ninth Be^- . 
ment, N.G.S.N.T., on the iTth instant for a dre^s parade, 

and on the l8th for public religious services. 

-. ' * «■■-'. .*■■. f 

Very respectfully, your obedient aejYan^ 

< ' ' ' ^ '1 ' ^ 
James Fjsk, Jr., ColoneL 

.The reception of this letter was the occasion, of quite itii' . 
unwonted flutter in the City Hall; It was iknm^at^fy > 
laid before the Aldermen and its effect upon that body '- 
was magical. Their candle so ru^essly blowii out by 
the previous letter, was suddenly bloWn intb new life ttnA 
light again. The aldermanic dic^y, which wilted coin- 
pletely and bowed its head in shame under the seathing^ ' 
snub of April 27tb, was instantly given sf'Veral vigbrous 
jerks and bidden to stand up straight and stiff once more, 
and {he municipal body suddenly exhibited signs of a re- 
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gnrrected self-respect after the month of hiuniliatioii wi{]i 

its nose u|)on the Erie grindstone. But » 

" Alas for the raritjr 
Of Cliristijiii oharitf 
Under tlie Bun I" , 

• 

The Boston Aldermen displayed a sad poverty in eontrast 
with Mr. I^sk's great wealth in this highest of the Chris* 
tian graces. Unlike him, they could not forgive and for* 
get, but folt siilky and were disposed to nurse malice in 
tiieir bosoms. On rec^ving this ovidenee that they were 
of some little consequience, oven to Prince Erie and " the 
getitlemen under his command," they became unduly 
elated by so great a compliment and were determined to 
make their importaiice felt That Boston (Tommoii, 
whilom the pride of "the Hub," the object to which Bos- 
tonians delighted to call the attention of New Yorkers be- 
fore the days of Central Park ; that Boston Comtnon with 
its big ehn, upon which they used to hang witches "in 
good old colony times ;" that Boston .Common with its 
Frog Pond whereon all Bostunians sent out their first 
ships acrdss summer seas and first experienced the pecu- 
liar sensation and phenomenon of seeing stars by daylight 
during their earliest graceful performances on skates; that 
Boston Common with its "hoop skirt" gate bearing the 
State arms with the motto " sub Ubertate quetem " ; that 
Boston Common with its parado ground whereon all 
Bostonians have played marbles and cat and ball, and 
ezpiended their weekly allowanoe of pennies upon gibor- 
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HtB^ at "Qieur jrouih,' where We^siet Tmijohi^ last 
speech, where QUmore first used ca2i|ipii a^ (i ^^pcfi^| 
instrument, whence little red balloons a^d big black bal- 
loons had offcen gone up, to the infinite glee of little 
Bostonians and their nurses, where pin-wheels had 
yfldiiff^ an4 , eyery species of :pyro^eqb|ii9 had fiz^, 
g;fir4tf d t^id gone qui fii^T it| li^ud,,. to eommtKnoral^ 
ma^y a '^glorious Eoijirtil^" — ^Ihat Bacred Boston Common, 
B^d these pious yene^ting Aldermen^ was not to he 
l^tly profened by the tread of unholy fret and the eur 
trance c^ an armed fprc^ of Gothamitps. While di;^cussr 
il^ ihe matter they had quite a litdo ^o^ft ii^ 9 
teapot, repeated. ^^ faeera indulged at Coloi^l "Fifi^ 
ifhm Qc^siderii^ his first letter, and. th^t pa^ gfthp 
jC^nest asking for tte use of the Commpn on Suudgy ftjr - 
Teligious exerci^s was refused onthp ground thitft sTl^l^, ft 
Colonel with such si war horse, such a band of fflMi<?i(\BB 
l^d such a regiment, would draw together a la^e ^T^-S^^ 
of ihe lowest and n^ost disorderly element in ^h^ c^tj jg^ 
result in a desecration of the Sabbath afi4 the Oon^mp^ 

When the Colonel was informed of the,, tref^qfienf |4b 
last request had received, he suddenly forgot %% Qatui?8 
of thp z>^^9tter under consideration, put on his ];EijOst w^- 
lij^e exparession of countenance and indulged in^ cjxpletives 
i^pt geuer^y deemed religious. Determined to bring 
the^e alderm^ic noses to the grindstone aga^n ^d \^ 
.^;9other, triumph oyer the .Boston ma^ates, the log p^ 
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' iToT^ Ifo^, J«ni% i^-i-firKir; 
To his^onor the Mayor of Charlestown, Mass. : 

I am at this moment in receipt of a telegram from Bos- 
ton announcing that the Ninth Hegiment are denied the 
pririlege of holtdingp religiojos service in any pVrblip P)?^ 
in Boston except thq streelt, on Snnd^y ne^^t. Will you 
allow the regiment to march on Sabbath morning to youir 
hospitable city, and there hold religious services in such 
suitable place as you may designate? If Monument 
Square or the grounds surrounding Ba;aker Hill Monuh 
ment are subjeot to your conti^oV all<>)W U£^ toi 8.¥^gosi^ o^ 
of those plains. Please a^s^^eif by t^graj)h at earlii^^t 
moment, in order that a committee may confer with you 
on Thursday. 

Jambs F^K, Jr., 

Colonel Commanding. 

But the sesult of this.fia^ n^ovenient was not 90 J^ril- 
Bant as the preyious one, f(^ it not on)y gaye no oi^ppr- 
tunity to snub his snubbe^, as the Oovemor's xeply was 
made ip do, but it drove a new arrow of mortiScatioft, 
and led to further forgetMness that the subject was a 
reli^oua one. The Charlestown Mayor place^ the i^i^tter 
belbre the Aldemien and after consi^^riijig it they 

JBeaolvedf That the boaad esteepis i1| a ideoEfure to igi;a^t 
any militfeiry organization ^1 tihQ (^oiu:;t^4ei; ajP^ Qiyllities 
beooming an intelligent community. . . But in considering 
the request of Colonel James Fisk, Jr., for permission* to 
hold religious services in the opien Air with his regiment 
on Sunday the 18th instant while we respect the object 
<tf the xequest^wafe^ that th&orowd and doof^sionaeces- 
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oaiilj stfondMg a pai«& woidd eertaml j ill accord idOk 
{he proper obsenrance of {he Sabbath. And, {harefore, 
as a matter of oider and reg^olarity we deem it inexpedient 
to grant the permission desired. 

As soon as (Ms resolution iras passed some ^thnsiastic 
individaals, thinking {his conduct to visitors ungracious^ 
commenced scouring the city in search of some place to 
tender to ihe valiant Colonel, that he might not be turned 
away wiihout eayiag his prayers. AA^ great efiGort a 
vacant patdi of land, too poor for earthfy use, was found 
and made the subject of {he following telegram ; 

Charlestown, June 15, 1871. 
Oolonel James ilsk, Jr., commanding Ninth Eegiment 
N.T.N.O., New York: 
Near {he foot of Bunker Hill, and approximate to the 
spot where the British hosts landed to make &eir assault 
upon the redoubts, ninety-six years ago, {here is a suit^ 
ble lot of ground for your regiment to worship on Sm- 
day, Hie 13th instai^^l^ which is. tendered you by 

MaITT OiZIZEKS OV GnABLESTOWV. 

Either ''many citizens*' was too indefinite an address 
to reply to, or the Colonel was too much disgusted wi(h 
the Puritanic spirit he had fIsUen upon to waste more of 
his valuable time upoii such antediluvians, for the iei^der 
of ''many citizens" was not accepted, and the Colonel 
was forced to set out on his pilgrimage ere the religious 
needs of the regiment were provided fi>r. 

Xhe regiment left New York ^ by special s^aiaer £» 
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Tan Biter on 'Friday aftemoon, Jvkw 16th, and roaduefl 
Boston on tho morning of Hie 17di. They wete received 
bj a fine militaxy escort, ttie first compliment of the kind 
they had ever receired imder their new Goloilel, and 
marched to the St James IIoteL Aftier break&st th^ 
resumed the march thnoi^ Boston ta Charlestown, took 
part in the celebration of the battle of Bunker Hill, 
marched back throu^ Boston t6 the Common, went^ 
through a dress parade, then returned to their hotel and 
were dismissed to amuse themselres^ aa th^ pleased* . 
Everywhere on their march &om the moment they ia^* 
rived a huge crowd awaited them. The Colonel, mount* 
ed on a splendid black horse, was of (K>urse the chief 
centre of attraction. All faces were marked by the pecu- 
liar smile which Mr. Fisk's appearance in public eveir 
evokes, and ad he rode along there wore fkequent faizktc 
demonstrations of applause of the kind that borders on 
the doubtful ground between compliment and' jeer* In 
the evening the band, which had attracted ihucli atten- 
tion during the day ironi its large number of musicians 
and the presehcd of Levy, ilie renowned comet player, 
gave a Concert on ^e Common. It was a beautifUl even* 
iHg and a vast crowd gathered to listen, and was of such 
an appreciative class as to join in with a chorus of jews- 
harps at the most efiective parts of Levy's boautiftd comet 
solos. The band played beautifully and the Bostonians, 
though priding themselves on their musical culture, were 
forced to confess they had noihing to eompaxe with it 
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vexed qnestioa «f )reli|fious serricee bail been . settled. 
Tbe tegim^nt waef to be Ibnuefl in Fcanklia S(|iiare» 
fronting tbe St Jfunes, i^nd thQ di«|>]ain to deliver bie 
eerrnbn Aom tbe. balcony of tbe hotel. But alas ! after 
hia many ^iale and di6i4)poi]itment8 in relation to tbe 
matter, it seemed oa though the very elements had joined 
his eaemiea ^md were <^poaed to Mr. Fisk's. spying his 
prayers in Bostcmi tot a severe rain storm set in and^ fof a 
third tiine, his* plans fot religious services wero defeated. 
Txying as this third rejection of his devotions was; the 
Colonel's religious fervor rei^ained unabated, and he was 
still d^terlnined that he would say his prayers somewhere 
befoore he left Boston* His Opera Bouffe company buy- 
ing reoently performed at the Boston Theatre, he was on 
such terms with the manager of that establishment as 
to be ftble to secure it without difficulty for his present 
purpose. Therefore it was decided that the stage of the 
Boston nieatre, whereon his Aim^e had yesterdapr enter- 
tained an audience in comic opera, should be the altar 
from whieh should be <^©red the thrice rejected prayers. 
A long s^ing of omnibusses formed a cordon round the 
St James Hotel, the gallant soldiers of the Ninth were 
packed into them and driven away to the Boston Theatre. 
Brief as' was the notice and unpropitious as was the wea- 
ther^ the vast auditorium was filled with spectators. The 
regiment took seats in the body of the liousct while the' 
Colonel with his staf^-ch^lain and band took positions' 
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Hjpon {he slage. The bftod plajiecl jo efibdmly an^ a 
Qomet 8ok> bj 'Leyy was so stirring tiiat th^ audience 
broke oat ivith applause. This the chaplain promptly 
and severely rebuked and then proceeded to deliver a ser- 
mon. This ended, the Coloneli in undress uniform and 
If hite kids, arose and said : « 

Soidiers of the Ninth Eecfiment and Ojjicera of the /^qf: 
On the morrow, if CK>d spares us, we shall get back 
again to our own cify, or, at least, to the city where you 

■'■ Mong, for 1 can scarcely say our city, bociuse I belong 
ia Boston. This is my residence. I hardly can expre^ 
to you the feelings which I cherish toward you all for the 
manner in which you liave fulfilled all your dutiei^as sol- 
diers on this occasion, l^ou have again occasion to fi^el 
proud, in every sense of tho word, of your entire behaviour 
ftom the time you left New York until flow. I can only 
ihank you in all kindness, heartfelt kindness, that you 
bave done now as you always havo done since you have 
been under my command ; that you have again taken a 
gpreat interest in the performance of your duties, and that 
you have, as usual, shown your willingness to carry out 
every Wiish o£ your superior officers. It is always with 
l)Tide, when'we have been anywhere, th^t in aft^rtim^s 
when I haVe met imy with whom wo have been ^^ociated, 
tiiat I hear of the proud name in which the raiment is 
spoken of. I felt certain of our reception in Boston. I 
felt assured of your conduct, I knew what tUe result 
would t>e. But a very unfortunate mistake, or accident, 
has occurred with regard to the authorities of the city of 
Boston — a -mistake I woidd gladly have avoided. Thb 

^ bospitaHties we wanted extended to us weife those that t 
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tAi we wwM. be enrb to get, ftmd the only tMng^ th^t^fiks 
gone wrong was the oocasion which has made it neoessidy 
for me to offer an apology to the Mayor ^ef the city of 
Boston, in behalf of my regiment, when passMig in renew. 
'We did not know that he was to review us. I saw him 
just in time to salute him myself, but the regiment was 
unable to salute hftn, for therd was not time lo' pass tte 
word down the line. It was a respect ^hich we ow^ to 
hii^ in his position as chief magistrate of this oiiy, j^od it 
is right that the regiment should apologise ; and,jtbez0- 
fore, when these remarks are registered, as they will be 
to-morrow when we have returned tp our homest he will 
hear that wo have apologized to him for a mistake whii^ 
was not ours '; we should have beea notified. (Applause 
Irom the spectators.) I wish to speak of tl^e kix^d man- 
ner in which tho mUitary of Massachusetts haye receiv^ 
US, and to thank tiie citizens of Massachusetts and thofe 
of other States iox the esceedlngity kind welcome they 
[ have accorded us. It was the only welcome wo wanted. 
(Applause.) The mi^tter of our hospitalities and expenses 
were borne by friends. Uospitalitles, m the strict sense 
of the term, wo can carry out ourselves } but the spirit 
eviiiced by the people of Massachusetts,^ as we pas^eifl 
along its (Streets, could not be purch^^ed^ It must come 
from the heart ; from the good feeling they bear towaisd 
us, and I thank them, and I know that you, all thank 
ihem for it In the future, when we have occasion, and I 
think we shall have, of turning from the eity of New 
York, I shall yearn toward Boston, for I think the good 
feeling displayed by the citizens on this visit would bring 
na all back here the nest season, instead of anywheza 
^slse. Therefore^ when we go from Boston^.! will say fygt^ 
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mjiself and say fegimeat that we sWU caxry Vack notlnng 
but the kijidest spirit toward this good city. There 
should have come up no "ism" ; there should* have come 
up nothing to say that we should not worship God how 
and where we pleased/ It was a mistake. Nobody 
meant wrong toward us, and I was sorry to see that the 
question was agitated at all. I do not believe that the 
sig^era o^ ilp^e paper saljd to have been sent in to the !Ef 93- 
ton City Government, requesting that thp Common should 
not be opened to ug, felt any differently toward us than 
did the 100,000 or 150,000 people who welcomed lis so 
warmly. "We wiU cherish no bad feeling against them. 
I do not believe ibejr cherish anything agtlinst us. Again 
let me thank them for aU they have done for us. It 
•peaks well for us to e^diibit ourselves in full ranks to-day 
after tjie hard labors of yesterday, and reflecting on the 
fact that a leave of absence was granted from 9 o'clock 
last night to 1 o'clock to-day. X am told that^ except 
those who are upon the sick list, every officer and private 
!• present here thia afternoon, and I am proud of the 
liTintb. Because why? whether under military ruleoi: 
otherwise, they feel a pride in their organization. They 
take pride in its good behavior, take them where you will. 
You have planted another peaceful battle on your flag, 
ilianking you for the spirit in lAich you have carried out 
your instructions, and that you have done what is Hght, 
and discharged your duties with a degree of merit to 
which you always aspire, I will retire. (Applause.) 

The ceremonies in the theatre over, the regiment were 
again disposed of in the omnibusses and driven to the 
4epot| where they took the cara for home. Despite tho 
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drencliuig rain an immense crowd had gaUvered to lAU 
ness the departure and cheered heartily for the parting 
guest AS the long train passed out of the depot. 

Sympathy had grown rapidly^in .fiivor of the Colcmel 
and hifr regiment during thw visit of thirty-six koiurs* 
The evident commendable tamest desire of the Ccdoiiel to 
manifest the highest courtesy to every one and pdy fkd 
most scruptdous respect eveu to every Boston prejudice, 
the marked gentlemanly bearing of evety man in the 
regiment, which was noted by every one, ^e genuine 
pleasure which the splendid music of the band bad af<- 
forded, all con^ired to turn the tide in favor of %h& vi^ 
tors and create a feeling that they we^ txeated tpbcuifd^ 
by the municipal authorities. ** He laughs best 'who 
laughs last|" and the silent rebuke which the bear4ng ox 
the Ninth while ii^ l^oston gave ;to the absurd action of 
the Aldermen in refusing the use of the Gonukiott for re^ 
ligious services, was a tritilnph <rf the prondeist kind^ »iA 
the visit may well hive been gfatifyi^ to ttemaiid ttteii^ 
Colpnel^ despite the prelimmary af&ont 

The NiQth had hardly recovered from the sea-sickneea 
of their very stormy hom^w^ixd vc^age and ceased to talk 
of their pleasure trip, when they were suddekily s^mn 
moned to arms for .a indre serious purpose than a h^daj^ 
parade. July 12th, 1871, will go down as a historic day 
in the annals of New York, because of the terrible not 
that occurred on that date, and the Kinth wrote lia faxfie 
iipbn the same page of histoiy in the Dlbod oTtniee' of 
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liM metnb^rs, thoiigh jjefliiaps it gdm6d a gtedter ephem^e- 
ral notoriety from the pdtt pldy^d by its Colonel on that 
memorable day. 

The Goternor having ordered but the militia to protect 
tlie probbssioh of Orahgemeli and suppress riot, Colonel 
Fisk wiid ^arly at "wdirk rallying his comnaahd, liftle 
dteaniing what a serious record the day would brihig 
foHh. Th^ tnenof the I^inth that first reported at their 
itriiiory werb immediately sent oiit by the Colonel to hunt 
tip the rest and hurry thiem to headquarters. But Colonel 
Fisk now experienced solne difficulties from the inany 
ir<mk he had in the fire. Being the owhef of biie of 
the idHAeti to Jeri^y Qty, he received ofdets fforii th^ 
Qbvemor to stop running it, to prevent Jersey brah'g^- 
tneii frdin coming across. Ho ieh his armory and went 
to his'^rand Opera Hbuse to give* direciiofis for carrying 
out this order, but hefote this ihatter was settled' He ife- 
<;eiVed'Wo^ that hi^t^gimeilt had fortne'd dnd' ivka 6ii ii^ 
i^iti the Bcehi 6f Wticlpated tifouble arid hnin^kt^ij^ 
started td join, it It bein^ ^ry hot, h€ had fliroWii off 
his coat while lii ih^ Opera House &rid, in lids eagei^'^ss' 
to be nt iixe iiead 6f hii iheh, thoujght ndt of stich triti&I 
iriatters as 4re^, so the dbughty Coloribl wail 6e<^h hurry- 
ing up Eighth Avenue iri his' shirt sleeVes tod sWordless. 
A son of Mars in 6uch guise naturally excited the merri- 
ment of the bystanders, and caused some jeering remarks. 
Arrived dt Ihe head of hid comtnarid he bon^otred a ser« 
gMte$ imoia, less gUttedng d^&li c6[^t)y th)^ id^ bMlM 
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equally seryiceable^ and assumed command. In the. at- 
tack of the rioters upon the troops tbo Ninth was the 
regiment to suffer most severely, three of its men losing 
their lives. When the troops returned tlie filre tbo mob 
rushed in every direction to get out of ronge. Tbo sjpaoe 
between the Sixth and Ninth Ee^monts bein^ the.readi* 
est escape for many, a crowd rushed through, and aa 
Colonel Fisk stood here at the head of his regihient in the 
^ay, the niob ran against hiin and he tumbled over. Not 
having anticipated anything so serious as this^ his. nerves 
"5fere somewhat disturbed by the unexpected event, and 
liot liking that kind of play he got up and ran into the 
first place that presented itselfl Thinking all the fury 
of the mob now concentrated upon hiniself^ ho felt in<r 
^ure in his first hiding place ond therefore ran out into 
the back yard, jumped over the fence and went on jump* 
ing fences till he had passed several back yards. H^ 
then ventured to run through a passage way to Twenty- 
ninth Street, and after looking carefully up And do\vn ;the 
street, and seeing no one near, he ran across the titreet 
through another passageway to api^ther. back yard and 
then conimenced jumping fences again. At length he 
came upon an Irish woman in quo qf the back yards, who 
was at first frightened at his appearance, but who, on 
hearing the pitiful story of his great danger, got him an 
old hat, coat and pair of jiants. Di.^guiscd in those, and 
having colored his moustache with a blacking .brusl^^. he 
Tentiuedout upon the street and, starting in ,thQ ieoAt 
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frequented dixeciion, wandered aboiit like Ulysses i31 he 
espied the carriage of hiBfidus^AchateefJ^j Odiild, com- 
ing up the aTenoo. He hailed the driver and the carriage 
stopped,, but Qould looking out did not reoogniso the 
' PHnce and X>bla&eMn such disguise^ and fearing he might 
be aome dastardly Hibernian^ ordered his coachman to 
drive on. The fugitive Golon^ sncooeded in making him- 
' bM known, tiowever, and was tak^n into the carriage, 
dnven to their Tw^nty^third Street Ferry^ there got on 
: boflfrd 4 tug boat mid hastened to Long Branch,' where on 
/intenriewist of die J^eHr York Swi nexi ibund him in 
: tomptnous apartments , sweetly sleeping on a kaurious 
lounjg^ Mtrrounded fby a bevj of females aiid '^a beauti- 
girl waa fatoinghim.^' 

Qf thc^ many wild rumors: flying about on &at: teiriUe 
day, the wildest were those relating to the Colonel. He 
had no sooner fallen over when, the crowd ran against 
him than the nundr started that he was mortally wound- 
ed, riddled with bullets, and torn ia.]^ede8 by the. infill- 
: ated:mob.' • This was soon toi>dified by the report thait he 
waa badly, thou^ nbt fatally, wouilded, and thai the 
hbuse to which he had beea removed was kept a dead 
eeeret^ lest it^ should be torn dowti by the mob. Next, the 
Colon^ had received only a painful wound in the ankle, 
and was quite safe ixom all harm. And so the'ny)difica; 
tions went on till the interyiewer found him drinking 
cobblers at Long Brandy hurty as to his ankle— not 
atalL 
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Hh^ last tlnie theNiiUlireTa^ zimrcheA mAet tomipsaSA 
otf its f^-fitined Oq1<^^ ihe ^t tivi^ ho^erer appei^iwl. 
ooB^kuofu^ly before the publio and drank deep dx^ughta 
of that deUgbt, so keen aitd sweet to him; whibh <|attie 
irom making^ a sensation and eanteriag ihe jgpase o£ihe 
pijultttttde, wak oil the oocaoidn of the reotq^n gisran ^e 
Blistian Oiaad Duke Alezifl on his amvaLin "Ktm Soxk, 
NoTemUr ^1> 1871/ Olie mititaiy displajr pn tW deea- 
fiiQiL was Terj fine. and eHcited the Bnke'aha^eat admim- 
tion* When. &b Kinth ajipeazBd with, its nneqttafed imnd 
and tfie Colonel whose fohn and ftoe were Imoim to all, 
fee crowd seat lysnoh a ohoCT as greeted no other Tegttieat 
flmt day. It waaobvionslj personal to the <3oion^ faioL- 
self and seemed a sincere demonfirtrotion of ^>^tdati|jr 
' with the throng. Bo^alty: impressed him' with 'ndllling 
Bee xiwe. He was per^M^y at home on his magblifipekt 
horse* and gave ^e Duke the mdlitaiy sahUie mih peMbct 
BOttchalanoe and self^possesnon, and Myal^tliilBd its 

«kti^eaa to }Cr. Fisk* • ' ' 

3n the evening he^ ezt^ided the Ddke the oomplineaLt 

of a serenade hy hie supWb'ljiazid. 3}ie i^tu^ stseets, 
• and ^ery available place in the vidioity of 4he Oiareandob 

Hotel were di^sefy paoked with' pe(^p]»; A sfeiall' i^oee 

£(Jt ^the'i>and wdir kept cl^fii; by « strong cordon of pcOicey 
. and two calcium lights ^i»ew their intense liglit npon the 

musiotiEtns< and shed & speotanal glare ovot the whole scene. 

Aftev^iliB saltttatciy^iedosilweore :pla)re^ the Colonel was 

invited into the house set apart for the royal guesioad 
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«ad-efiisyt ueinbanttsded mattnei^ he wove 4tiumg bi« Erie 
cyaiodateti^apdia^thd ooisrsd of l^i^ttEMi^B^ ^lex- 
taadio yoa &a hoi^itft^of «tt I o<^»m ift Atn^o^/' 
.On .Satardi^ he bftd bo^ m 4hd Yii^fedKe Pdiod Codrt; 

this XttQ^iaji dvoiiiiig Ee^wai in tbe oiofeli 4iBthig«ii8h«d 
QOB^panT^intllcriaBokl^ 6iiek^ iv«te ih^ Eftrattg^ 03tt^aieil 
that altematBcL 86 TafMttf i& hii» ^i^ikldi:^!^ earner. 

.!Eha^,cetee>th«tfi>flDW«d llir. Pnk^g^esdt %r(to 
fynispnoei iras a :fittiii9 siiizifKfc toi^ tbe^ lengf ^eries^o^ Strifeimg, 
sana&tioiial fxzbleaftxwiih wbklLhis 4ifeira» <£i;id^(l6d:a6 iveaa 
QjBvev lanotlffi^ p]dvate citiieaf s. I& froat, and £ahr ^ arad 
dofcn ibe 0lmets on eithetp side, was a. ileiwe maM of htti> > 
Ittajuiy igaabg in datzed. v<»kderv Close' by bk side; wa* 
Siutapli!s/ royalty,; whie&lie waeeaieTtEkiiiurg ; itrhlsleia tb^ 
bari^oiiiidi beking dos^nxtpoa Ito irild soeoi^ fbdiatlM 
hotel, was genius that had often moved al^^tfagii ia most 
elevating in thd^woddi I^MMb^wlamo %it«iei are symbolic of 
all that is refined and elevating — the divine-voiced song- 
stress, Nilsson, and her American sister in the divinest of 
the arts, Kellogg. In the centre of this scene stood Mr. 
Fisk, one comer of his military cape thrown back over 
his shoulder, displaying his large diamond pin glittering 
brilliantly under the calcium light. He was never in higher 
spirits or felt more in his element. The cup sweetest in 
all the world to him was flowing to the brim. He lighted 
his cigar and talked glibly and gleefully to all around him. 
K 
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His band qent out its most delicious strains. Levy made 
lus comot dQ its beat service; the multitude rent the air 
with appUuset whkh wa^ warmly joined in by the Duke, 
who had come out upon his balcony to look and liiten. 
The curtain &Us upon tfiis scene and there closes the 
long list x^f sensational tableaux Hb^t^ commencing on a 
peddler's caxt m the quaixit New England hamlet^ ran the 
ci^le of the world's greatest variety with aistoundix^ 
rapidity, and ended witti. a multiCude of many, thousands 
in £ront^ and the world's most &voned and distinguished 
forming -the side and bad^ground. The last piece 
is played, the calcium lights are turned out, the dense 
throng breaks up and scatters, the Duke retires to 
his apartments, Mr. Fisk is shut from view till seen 
lying in state at the tragic dose, the last swert strains of 
his band die away upon the mi&iight air to be waked no 
more till thejr march before his lifeless f((»m with sdlemn 
treod, playing 

^ Fmeml asidiis to the gwftti* 
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MANIPULATING JUSTICX. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

XAxxpirLATnro nrsncE — ttlir n. r. supbsxb cornT w i u yoB 
jimctAL nrcoNs iy j isN C i Ks— Kow rou see it aitd kow tov 

]X>n't — THB law's BELAT — BSCErTESS—rA GREAT KAUB 
TABKISHED— BICH FEET MAKES TEUS liEN TBIETBS. 

Of all the wonderful power Mr. "Plsk obtained and 
of the many renmrkable things he did, the most as- 
loudiBg, tti wdl as the most dangerous and significanti 
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was tlie control gained over the Supreme Oourty First Dis- 
trict, and the deeds he was able to do by its open aid and 
connivance. 

There are eight judicial districts of the St^preme Court 
in New Tork, each presided oyer by a d£Gbrent set of 
judges ; f et the power of each judge esters over the 
whole State^ so that in this Oourt iif ,nkan living in BufGalo 
may* bring » suit on New York. Of course iliis whole 
system roats upon the assumption that the different 
judges, bein^ eadi of the same power, will treat each 
other's proceedings wi& courtesy and reqpecti for if they 
wantonly ot lightly exercise their authority they might go 
on issuing orders, injunctions and processes subsequent to 
each other (ul infimtutn and no issue ever be reached. 
When Judge Barnard granted his first orders and injunc- 
tions in tt^e Yapderbilt-I&rie war, the party with which 
Mr. Fisk trained took advantage of this possibili^ of abuse 
of power, un#^ got^ subsequent ii^tmetions and orders 
in various dbtrictei iljring up a^ of Judge Barnard's pro- 
ceedings. These orders were promptly disregarded by 
Judge Barnard as beitig anomalous, 'monstrous and be- 
^o%4 ji^ judg;p> fight or power. Ilia ^fm^% msf^jf^ ^1 
tb^ G^ei^ Tesm of ih» SupcemeiOc^trt in Jiine,il$ASIviin 
aneef tiie iVai^eibQlr oa»&& and the d^isioi^ was "unfthi- 
mous against inch a power in a jiidge, and m giving the 
opuxion of the Court Judge. Cardozo s^ : : ' 

. " %h^ idec^ tliat a oauee by sucb' mflBOBuyxes as Jjea^ 
l^n ^m^ fe>.4w5 can H ^jF^ifcl^W imOf,i^m^^f^9» 
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of this court and takcfh possession of by another, that 
thus one judge can practically prevent his. associate from 
exercismg his judicial functions; that thus a causo may 
be taken from judge to judge wheneyer one of the parties 
fears that an unfavorable opinion is about to be rendered 
by the judge who, up to that time has sat in the case, 
and that thus a decision in the suit may be constantly 
and. indefinitely postponed at the will of one of the ^ 
litigants only, deserves to be noticed lis being a curiosity 
in legial taQtic8,-*a remarkable oxhibition of inventive 
genius and fertility of expedient to ^nbaxrass suits which 
this extraordinarily conducted litigation has developed. 
Such a practice as that disclosed by this litigation, 
sanctioning the attempt to counteract the orders of each 
other in &e progress of the suit, I confess is new and 
shockang to n^e, and I trust that we have seen the last in 
thill tr4bu99l of such practices ^ this case has exhibited." 

The chief managers of the legal tactics alluded to in 
these words, tactics for the anti-Yanderbilt parly with 
wnich Mr. Fisk was identified, were the members of the 
distinguished law firm of Field & Shearman. The 
senior member is Mr. David Dudley Field, one of the 
fathers of the New York Code, a man with a name famed 
in England as well as at home, who is put down in the. 
Cyclopaedia as **a great law reformer^'* the brother of 
Mr. Cyrus Field who laid the first Atlantic cable, and % 
man oi highest social and professional standing. Mr. 
Shearman is one of the few thorough read lawyers among 
the younger members of the New York bar, a man of 
•minient pro&ssioDal standing and the superintendent of 
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the Sunday Sc1um>I in Henzy Ward Beecher^s CIiiiTGk 
Dudley Field, a son of David Dudley, is the third 
member of the firm. At *the time of the first legal 
scandal raised by the Yanderbilt-Erie war, the opinion 
entertained l^ this firm as to the moral and professional 
character of Judge Barnard had been placed beyond any 
doubt Mr. Shearman had already published an article 
in the North American JKeview^ portraying^ this yery 
judge in the most deio^ioTj terms, as a man utterly 
dcToid of the legal attainments or moral character befit- 
ting his position ; David Dudley Field was at that vexj 
time actively exerting himself to bring about the 
impeachment of this same judge, as being notcMriously 
corrupt, a scandal and disgrace to the bendi; and th^ 
opinion which Dudley Field, the son^ had of the man was 
proven in one of these very cases by evidence taken before* 
the judge himself showing that he had attempted A^ 
bribe the judge to sign an order by offering him money 
if he consented and threatening his impeachment if h» 
refused. 

When Mr. Fisk first became connected with the Eri» 
Bailroad, and in the multitude of suits commeueed soon 
af(er his advent, the party with which he was identified 
was bitterly and scathingly denounced by Judge Oeorge 
O. Barnard as a band of *^ thieves, scoundrels and rascals 
who had infested Wall Street and Broad Street for 
years," and they were finally driven out of the State bj 
him. 
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The &ext seene oocmrs some six mon€bs after the 
cpening scandal, this record of the firm of Field ft 
Sheamian, and the fore^lng words from Judge Oar- 
dozo. And this scene finds Judge Barnard in the most 
Intimate relations with Fisk and the very men whom, 
when We last heard him, he was denouncing as ^' thieves, 
scoundreb and rascals,^ granting at tlieir request some of 
the most astounding orders that ever emanated from a 
court Judge Cardozo is seen doing the veiy thin^ which 
when we last heard him lie declared himself " shocked '' 
at thevery idea of^ and " trusted he had seen the last of 
it in this liigh tribunal" — ^taking cases, not from another 
district merely, but &om a fellow judge in. his own dis- 
trict, and under circumstances far more aggravating than 
those in the case which he had liimself so severely repro- 
bated and declared l)eyond the power of a judge only a 
few months before. And the firm of Field & Shearman is 
disclosed as ha\ang suddenly ceased their warfare upon 
the judge whom they had denounced as too corrupt to be 
jtolerated, and now all the suits of their distinguished 
Tailroad client are dragged l)efore this very judge by 
liook and by crook, hj precisely such manoeuvres a^ the 
judge had declared wholl/ iidthout warrant and illegal, 
liad treated as sufficient grounds for disregarding proceed- 
ings, and been sustained in his eouri^e hj the decision 
fof his General Term. In the Albany & Sudquehanna 
iwrar, Barnard ^who had been the first to deny the right 
4)rpoWorJ and Peckham followed each other with counter 
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injimotloiis morning after momiixg, each one tying up aB 
the other had done, till the law fell into utter contempt 
and was whoU j unheeded. 

The numerous suits commeneed against Pisk to enforce 
the contracts entered into on his behalf on Black Friday 
iand which he repudiated, were brought in the Court of 
Common Pleas, probably for the express purpose of 
avoiding Barnard ; but when they were all. eommencedy 
that judge coolly issued an order commanding all these 
suits to be transferred from the Common Pleas and 
brought before him. This order was appealed from, as 
being quite beyond his power. The. question came up 
in the General Term after much dday, and Barnard 
being disqualified from sitting in xeyiew of one of hia 
own cases, there were only two judges to pass upon it* 
Judge Ingraham promptly decided that Barnard had 
exceeded his authority and that the suits could not be 
tak;^n out of the Common Pleas in the manner attempted. 
Cardozo was not ready to decide, so the case had another 
kmg delay. Being at length forced to dispose of the 
question somehow, Cardozo gave no opinion at all on the 
Bubject,^ but merely failed to concur with Judge Ingi^ham. 
Under the rule in such cases, where the Court is divided, 
the question went to the Second (Brooklyn) District. 
Here it was promptly decided that Barnard had no such 
authority as he had assimied. Thus, after a year and 
a half of "the laVs delay" imder the manoeuvring of 
rield & Shearman and their now favcoite Judge Bar- 
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nardy Hiese suits came back to whore they were com- 
menced, and tlie test suit was decided against Fisk, despitid 
an attempt to bribe the jury. 

In the early days of ike Union Pacific Bsdlroad, Mr. 
Fisk wanted to purchase a large amount of stock by pay- 
ing only a certain per cent, of the value down (as is gen- 
erally done on original subscriptions), that he might have 
an important voice in its councils. This offer was 
declined and he was permitted to have only' so mutch 
stock as he would pay the full value of at once. ^Hiis 
offended him and he was bent on being a thorn in the 
side of the great corporation. He purchased some half 
dozen shares of the stock and then commenced a suit 
against the company to compel them to make known its 
affairs to him as a stockholder. In the course of the suit 
of course it was made necessary to have the books of the 
company for inspection. The officers declined to give 
them up. Fisk got an order to seize them and a soore of 
men were set to work with sledge hammers to batter in 
the huge safe of the company in the wall of their office 
in ^Nassau Street. The proceeding caused much excite- 
ment in the vicinity, but the hammering was kept up 
and finally the heavy plates of iron yielded and the 
safe was opened. The company were so indignant at 
this outrage under the protection of thd Courts that 
they removed their headquarters from New York to 
Boston, and thus one of the greatest corporations 
in the world both in 'v^^alth and importance was 
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literallj driven out of Now Tork bj Mr. Hsk and 
the insecoritj which thej felt in the New York Courts. 

Some English owners of upwards of 60^000 shares of! 
Erie stock sent them to the ofiGbers of the company for 
transfer before the boo^s were closed for election^ 
Messrs. Fisk and Oould seized ereiy one of these shares 
and got an order from. Ju<%e Barnard sustaining them ix> 
the seizure, which was nothing but a daring robbery.. 
Legal proceedings were commenced by the owners, but 
the case came up before Barnard and he put it down for 
trial after election. The first object of the owners — Up 
rote on their stock — ^being thus hopelessly gone,^they were* 
next concerned lest they should lose their property en-^ 
tirely. Judge Barnard, at the instigation of Fisk and 
Gk>uld, had appointed a reoeiTcr who had token possession 
of the stock. One of the parties being a foreigner, a suit 
was commenced in the United States Ooixrt in the matter^ 
the stock meantime remaining in the hands of the Bar^ 
nard receiver. When the sxiit had been delayed as long; 
as possible and was likely to come on and be decided in & " 
way to take the property out of the custody of the Bcur^ 
nard receiver, Mr. Fisk's lawyers served a notice of dis^ 
continuance of the suit in the TTnited States Court, and 
rec. umenced proceedings in the State Court, intending to» 
travuA over this same course of delay again. It was soon 
founa that this dodge would not work and the matter had 
to be left to the United States Courts. When it came on 
for trial, all the Erie, clerks who were important witnesses 
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ia the matter liad suddenly disappeared, reported to have 
gone to Europe, and Jay Gould when on the stand could 
^ot seem to remember anything. This farce soon leading 
to very hot water, and an order being issued for Jay 
(Mould's arrest for contempt, the desired witnesses and 
books were forthcoming and Mr. Qould's memory sud-' 
denly became excellent, and the stock was finally returned. 

A receiver is an officer of the Court appointed to take 
charge of property in litigation to see that no harm comes 
to it and that the interests of neither party suffers pend- 
ing proceedings. He stands in the place of the Court and 
is supposed to be indifferent to the two parties, favoring 
neither. Judge Barnard's first act in favor of Messrs. 
Fisk and Gould was to appoint Jay Gould himself d 
receiver of .the Erie Eailway upon Gould's own petition, 
he being the president of the road at the time and the 
leader of one of the hostile parties. 

In the Albany & Susquehanna war, James Fisk, Jr., 
was the active leader of one of the £eu;tions, yet when a 
receiver of that road was petitioned for in Fisk's own 
suit, James Fisk, Jr., was the disinterested and impartial 
receiver whom Judge Barnard thought proper to appoint 
ioT the responsible trust and to represent the Court. 
And when a receiver of the stock of disputed legality in 
the same case was asked for, Judge Barnard appointed 
a man so exceedingly impartial and disinterested that he 
subsequently voted on the stock in fiivor of Mr. Fisk, 
contrary to the wishes of tlie only man who could by any 
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poBfiibilitiJ^ haye iMtd any right to vote on it at aB, and for 
tills impartial and disinterested service, his fee was the 
modest sum of $15,000 ! _ 

It is a long road that has no turning, and at lehgth 
events began to indicate that these legal scandals and 
outrages have reached the length of their tether. All at 
once, the great &m of !Field & Shearman found their 
reputation for professional honor hopelessly blemished, 
their social status todly vr^akened, and a na£to that was 
near the pinnacle of lasting fame dUdd^y sunk in dis- 
grace and fouled with mud flung by their owii hand. 
They were made to realize that, even in Kew York, there 
are some things which may Qot be done with aocisl and 
professional impunity. 

The following is the sworn statement of Jay Gould 61 
lawyers' fees paid by the Erie Bailway for tiie single 
year 1868: 

Eaton & Taylor 130,998 30 

B. D.4& B. Field.... 8Ub9 10 

Bavid Dudley Field 12,000 00 

Field& Sheaxman 6,000 00 

William M. Evarts 15,000 00 

0. A. Seward 24,000 00 

B. "W. Stottghton 15,500 00' 

JohnK. Porter • 22,000 00 

William FuUerton 11,000 00 

JohnE. Burrill 21,000 00 

James T.Brady., , 6,000 00 

A. J. Vaaderpoel .... ^10,000 00 

BrowmHaU & Vanderpool!. ............ .... 1,000 00 

JBdwardfl Pierrepont /.....'... 8d,0W) lit) 
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MMTtinA Smith.. $12,600 00 

J. 0. Bancroft Davia 10.^12 00 

Levi Underwood 11,602 00 

John Ganson ,••• ^. .«v. «••.. 15,000 00 

Ganson & Smith 2,03150 

CN.Eotter i 7,000 00 

Dimmick& Whitney •.... 5,000 00 

J. N. Whiting • 2,500 00 

WiUitokH. Morgan 2,177 80 

•CortlaJidt Parker 8,100 00 

Peter Cagger.... .•^. ..^^ .«•. •»»• •••. 2,000 00 

Samii4^SLnd. ........... ^.. .%.:.....•... ..—^ 1,000 00 

L. SeyiffoiiTi. * , ....^•^r. ...... 1,250 00 

J.— . Boswc5rE&.;.r.. •. 1,000 06 

Chapman& Martin 1,000 00 

Isaao W. Scudder.... .«.. .... ^•., .^ 1,000 00 

John Hopper 1,^ 00 

Devlin 1,000 00 

^^■^Ltoe. ; r.COOOO^ 

^.Haffris 1^60000 

. ; lifmanTranaln. r.*, Ui. 700^00 

Jton^ejr, J^nes 4b£obie.... .v.. ,.4.«..«w.;:. f&O m 

David Rumsey , 500 00 

Bradley '& Kendall 500 00 

Spencer, Thomson & Mills 500 00 

. U^lHifllHe... ..-WW. . «00,OI 

^ - $830*51070 

DaTict 'Dudley Field, Field & Shearmp, and D.D. & dI 
'l^eld, being practically one and the same firm, the amount 
paid tnis one o&ce in a single year was $48,289.10. 

'* Kich prey makes true men thieves ;*' • 

and this exhibit abundantly -verifies Mr. Fisk's character- 
istic (^ssertion, that '*the lawyers lap up Erae money as 
kittens }ap up milk." 
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JOnX AXJ> THB OXJIC SHOES — ^ANOTHEX inDKIQST ABBSST— « 
mu lUVSFixLD— SDWABD 8. STOKXS — ^TBE SOFT PPOTiHT TBB 
BSXL OW ACSIIXISS— HUrO IXLB I.i.CKBXlfiB-«<40l»:HIirO 
tCSVS»— PUS MB IK KT UVTLX BSI>-^SXOVIJ>ESINQ VIEB8— 
TOE TOLCAVO BREAKS OUT — TUB ASSASSIKATIOK. 



The last now episode in Mr. Fisk's career was of a 
nati^re totally difieront iroin all its prodecessors, seeming 
. more like a cliapter from the Uiad, while the ot^iers 
savored of the Arabian Nights.^ Its opening act caused 
his name to figure conspicuouslj in the papers for a few 
days; its last laid him in his grave. 

Saturday night, January 7th, 1871, the footstep»»of a 
young man were dogged about the streets for several 
hoursi till he was finally caught at the Hoffinan House, 
and arrested on charge of heavy embezzlements from the 
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BrooMyi^ Oil Befining Co., of which he was |>art owner 
and the secretary. He was forced to lie In jail over Sun- 
day, but readily secured bail on Monday, When the exiami- 
nation discleMd' that his atreilt; ^ough nonmially at the 
instance of another man, was really instigated by Fisl^ 
and was delayed tUl Saturday night for the express 
purjMise of lendeiring it impossible to secdre b£l in time 
to sroid remaining in jail over Sunday. It also appeared 
ibM there was a modem Helen in the case, that slighted 
lov.i Accounted for the milk in this cocoanut, and that 
the object was, not to punish embezzlement, but to gratify 
t^enge and inspiie tenlor.' 

Miss Helen Josephine Mansfield, a beautiful Bostoii 
girl, was'bbm December 15th, I84t. Her father died 
when she was qidte smallj and herteother married a man 
nanted Warren ft>r her second husoand. In her seven- 
teenth year sh^ and her motheir went to Oal^omia io join 
Warren, who'bad preceded them thete, and was an editor 
of a small journal in San Francisco. Here she met Frank 
Lawlor, an actor, ma^ed him in September j 1864, lived 
with him about two years, when he obtained a divorce, 
without opposition on her part, both living in New York 
Mi the time. The decree was signed by Judge Barnard. 
She met Mr. Fisk in the winter of 1868, at the house of 
Miss Annie Wood, in 34th street. She was quite poor 
at tho time. Mr. Fisk was deeply smitten with her at 
sight, and immediately lavished upon h^r all the kindness 
for which he was noted wherever his affections were en- 
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lifted. lu^ i&w weeks pbe tha,t Jiad ^eii ajmo^^ i|0^ 
WAS tevji^bl^ nappUed wi^f^s wd d|am9i^4^ /B)2,m)ii^do4: 
by luxmy^ her eyeiy dei^ i^dplg^d- V^^ #igbt i^jf . Em 
pfficiajp :l^j Jei59^ City »90A Spij^owediW^ m)^ litm^ ^ 
the ^ria^ pxci^oieat and, Am ^.JRWfV ffiiWWr!*la »;cUfi. 
occupying *^e .finest suite x^ ^rpp^^^i^ 7ftjlf^% Mo^ 
'^pti(^M^V ^e r^tor^ sb^ ^ bc^^qpe .fiOfilBSsed ^f 
' wffWiwt P^jxej thLfQUgh Fiak, fe ; pipscbl^p i(J^^ ] bi?«jm: 
atpne resi^^c^ 0^9. Wfpt a3|<il streefe. 9^e^ A9 (B^wA 
C^pera Btoup^^d Jlrie qflSqefu p^ji^p^sbe^yed }»,^ m^ . 

a Sybarite could wish, or wealth ^.^uUipi^^pyq^^j^ro^ .g|i» 
bad t^ ^ruff^de^tif turno^t^ j%f^^.' app^md ,|u t^0 ^a;^ en- 
jcfy^d ibe^te^flfles of tif n^Brp-nph^ a4d.T«f^3i^,^I^i4^,0^^^ 
8peqii3?.ep of a jijert^ fep^ At be|:,.bpW>R §P»»% 

ci th(0 most ipportwjL^ a»d pecwjiar legal pa^ji^^in J^ri^ 
taqtics ^ fiijg^osed |;q .l^e,;ljqwi dwm. v^ ^jr.;5^pld & 
Sbeatoafl, aud*bere Judge.]gfar^[i^d wa,» ^f^jH^^c^tefl sf j^uA^f 
10^ e|[tra^ midui^kt ses^ioixs pf ^e SuppBuxie Opjp^ /opp, 
Eri^'^ special boboof. lifr, Fisjc doted upo^ b^a'i-.^Jrtl^ 
h^rhi^^e^ "Po%"ajid,"Dumplinfl," J»ad© iyer Jm qw-^ 
fidjcti^G in all the seerets of the Efj^e; lii^ and o£^n I'P^te 
o? tel^gfl^pbed her duriivgihe daywJ^en aajpthiugpqcurred 
so spepis^Uy ple^siikg >to himabat be wisl^ ^' fefil her 
rejoicing with lunj bi&fore he.could &^ hertp ^1 her at' 
eypiup^. Tbere wpis no other place like Josie's fbs; bimin 
hi? spcial, houiis. There Jbio li^ed^ tbere be invited his in- 
timates to dine, th^^e v9ieLQt his ely^^. ; , ^ 

Digrtized by Google 




J08IE. 
HELEN JOSEPHINE MANSFIELD 



/ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



elegant psHriM^ W^ JE^dffftrA ^ S^kas. Sb was bam in 
Philadelphia in 1841, but moved to New York with his 
family when a youth. He was born ^d bred to an 
excellent social position, and when about « twenty-one 
years of age wito Jiarried to a ioydy Ke^ Tork girl. By 
birth, traii^in^, connections and tastes he t^ a gentle- , 
man; but/Hi^r the pestiferous influences with which 
Wall stre^ Impretgnated New York atmosphere, he 
gradually- swerved from ills early associations and habits, 
became a specnlatctf and lired the usual life of a gay 
young New Yorker. It was in this latter coarse that he 
became acquainted with Mr. Fisk asd formed a business 
connection with him iu the Brooklyn Oil Befining Co., 
one of the maiiy companies in which Fisk ^a^ interested, 
and which seo^ured large and very profitable contracts for 
furnishing suppUes to the Erie railroad. At this time 
Mr. Stokes also met Misd Mansfield, and he, too, found a 
force in her charms. Being an exquisite in dress, fine 
Rooking, very debonair and fascinating in ^is; manners, 
the attraction between him and Josie was mutual and 
he became an ^abitu^ of her parlors and wa§ favored 
with her smiles to such an extent that Mr. Fi^k began to 
remonstrate. This 9he resented, and afte^ one of the dis* 
agreements in consequence, she sent her benefactor a note 
discontinuing his acquaintance instead of Stokes's, aud 
ordering liiiji to remove from her house everything be-^ 
longing tobi.m, lejiviug behind n<^t so much oslaif Qve^r 
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flhoes. This note natuxttlljr affeeted the Btoat lieart not a 
little^ and was. said to have affected him to tears. 




••TSAltd, IDLS TlfiAKS'*--FOB JOSIS. 

The Admiral thought that .if Stokes, his friend and 
business associate, knew that his visits to 'Hhe bpwer 
where the woodbine twineth " were displeasitig to him — ^a 
man of so much power and consequence — they would be 
discontinued, so he ingenuously took Ihe note that " pirsed 
his hart " to Stokes, told him all, and, with tears in his 
eyes, said, " See here, Ned, she wont even let me leave 
my gum shoes in the house !" Stokes endeavored to 
make light of the matter and said all would soon come 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THl HABF nri.T ONd THBOUGH TAXiL^S HALLS. 807 

xonnd right again. In Tain ! Nothing wonld satisfy but 
a positiTe promise to "keep away from thafbower." 
This, to Mr. Fisk's great surprise, being refused, he next 
tried a conunand and a threat. This worked no betteri 
and the Admiral ireturned to his marble palace with 
doodedhrow. 

The heart that onoe on Erie's walls 

The soul of greainees thed, 
Kow ntB as sad in Erie*8 halk 

As if thftt soul were fled. , 
, So sleeps the pride of former days; 

So glory's thrill is o'er 
When Josie, in her altered wa7% 

Throws gnm shoes out the door. 

Ko more to fleets and buttons hri^t 

The heart of Erie swells ; 
The chord alone that wakes at night 

Its tale of ruin tells. 
Ko ohazm hath now the Prench balleli 

^Thrown in with Opera BoufEb^ 
To chase the deepset gloom away 

That sighs 'neath Erie^s rool 
The joy of all those former wiles 

Its whilom power hath shed. 
Prince Erie weeps for Josie^s smiles 

And sobs, ** My gum shoes, Ned I" 

The Admiral now resolved that the man who had dared 
to thwart his wishes in this matter should feel the mighty 
weight of his crushing power. Soon Stokes was informed 
of th^ rescinding bf certain verbal contnu^ts for large 
amounts which he had with the Erie Bailway. Next 
he was asked either to sell out his shore in the Brook- 
lyn Oil Befining Co., or bHy out the other owners. He 
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accepted the latter altematfTe and an agreement upon 
price was fixed between him and Fisk; but the otiic^ 
owners would not assent to the arrangement made by 
Pislcy so it feU through. From these and other indita^ 
tions, Stokes knolieing he- had incurred the' displeascire 
and enmity of Fisk, sent him a note asking for an inter- 
view at Delmonico's,. that .thej might reconcile such an 
unworthy di£foreQce« The Admiral xes^nded to the 
appointment, and on reaching the rendBevous remarked 
to Stokes, "I thought I could cut nearer a man's heart 
than any one in New Yosk, but . you go ^plump through 
it.'' The intertieV promis^ Httte result, the one thing 
that would satisfy Fisk b^ing just the one thing that 
the other would sot promise, and therefore Stokes pro- 
posed that they should leave it to Josie^to decide between 
them. Fifi(k jumped at the proposal. Qe had to drill 
with the Ninth that evening, and left the famed restau- 
rant saying to Stoles, ''Meet me in Josie's at half past 
ten." 

At the later interview the partiea. hewing the same 
determination, Josie decline^d to deeide between them, 
seeing no reason why they should not a^ -b^ firftfhds, 
neither concerning himself abbtit the doings of 'He t>th^. 
But Fisk was inexorable in the stahd he blad- taken 
and said, " It won't do, Josie ! You can't n>n t\^ engines 
on one track in contrary directions at the 6afti& time." 
The interview was prolonged till the small hours of flie 
night, and was said to liave been attAded ''with more 
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tears, but ended at lost without any 6ban^ of the sittta- 
lion. The proud Admiral, cha^tined that the decision 
was not quick in his favor, now resolved to abandon 
.^^Dun^lins" fererer and wreak his vengeance upon his 
tritcm^ant liVad. The nektstiap in the matter was iSosQ 
arrest of Stbkes on HtB charge of embezzlemenft, when 
all the ihcts as related came out in the papets. The 
charge wa« speedily dismissed as unsustained, and the 
whole afiGur was quickly smothered, it proving to have 
stirred up Iel molr^ than usually trerubl^fsome hornet's 
nost Josie knew mote about Erki Matters, and also 
certain doings of ibe Tammany Ring, than the Erie 
managers and Tammany Sadiems could then afiEbrd to 
havb made pubKc. The prJcfe of her silence in x>egard to 
them Wa3, thetlisconttuiiande of all hostility to Stokes,, 
and a full liquidation of all his rights^ legal equitable 
and pecuniary, and this 1^ said interested parties oh- 
liged the Admiral to^afecepi 

The next day after the above ^lets appeared- in Ihe 
papers, Fisk addressed a i^kara«teristic letter to the 
World, denying many of the statemettfts and reminding 
that paper of the "^etadrdd Mandate,'' ^^ Thou 4Bbalt not 
bear false witness agtiinst tliy ti^hbori." Buttlie most 
Amusing part of this cbmmuiiication was noiin the body of 
the letter itself, but inihe 

" P. S. ^I only wish, where your article states I burst 
into tears that you gave the truth. Years ago, before the 
world batfled'ine so fearfully, I have a vi^tie recollection 
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that emotion^ could be aroused which wonld call fiirth 
tears, but i!hat is many years ago, far back, before energy 
had taken such complete hold of us all, and before ambition 
swayed the minds of men as it now does. But the mem- 
ory of those days is lasting and I can recall that when 
night came a mother's hand was hud • upon my head, 
and I was tanght to repeat a simple prayer and then I 
heard the words, ' My son, I must put you in your little 
bed.' 

«J.P.,Jr.'* 

The rod which Stokes held over the hfod of his enemy 
in the possession of. so many darnftging secrets of Erie 
and Tammany, was a tempting one to wield, and he was 
inidilied to make the most of it. He made claims upon 
flsk which the latter declared e^diorbitant Finally the 
matter was referred to Clarence A. Seward (a nephew of 
Hon.' William H.), and in his hands were placed certain 
letters that Fisk had written Josie in his doting hours, 
and which ccmtained the secrets that so seriously impli- 
cated the two Biogs,. and also a prominent and highly re- 
spected firm of Boston, bankers. Mr. Seward delayed his 
decision: till Stakes grew very impatidnt, and then 
awarded Stokes $10,000 (only a small portion of his daim), 
handed the compromising letters piver to Peter B. Sweeny 
for safe keeping, And started on a tour to Europe. Stokes 
complained bitterly of this award as a i^ud, and it was 
insinuated that Mr. Seward had been bribed by Erie 
money. However, Stokes took the $10,000, but did not 
regard the matter as settled and waited for opportunities. 
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Tiie next more was hj Miss Mansfield, ivlio sued Fisk 
in September to recover $50,000 which she claimed to 
have entrusted to him to. invest for her in their ]ialcjon 
dajs. In this suit it was sought to introduce certain affi- 
davits of Miss Mansfield and Stokes, rehearsing the sub* 
stance of the compromising letters that had slipped out of 
their possession. It was of vital importance to Fisk and 
Erie that these affidavits should be snppressed. Erie's 
Judge Barnard was just, then out with Fisk and the Blngs, 
and, despairing of success before any of the New York 
judges, recourso was had to the old dodge of going over 
to Brooklyn, where ihej had a &cile tool in Judge Pratt 
B7 making one Fotoon a party to the case, anU alleging 
that he was a resident of Brooklyn, the Brooklyn Judge 
was secured jurisdiction in the case and speedily granted 
an injunction against using the afiAdavits or publishing 
the letters. It finally turned out that there was no snob 
person as Potoon in existence, so the Brooklyn Judge 
lost jurisdiction and the case came back to New York to 
be decided by Judge Brady. 

During the delay incident to these proceedings Miss 
IKansfleld commenced another suit against Fisk for Ubel, 
bringing it in the Yorkville Police Court A colored boy. 
named Bichard E. King, who had been long in Miss Mans- 
field's employmmit, was induced by Fisk to leave her, and 
then to ma^e an affidavit to the effect that he had heard 
Miss Mansfield, her cousin Mrs. Williams, and Stokes talk- 
ing together and laying plans how they could make money 
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out q{ ^isk. After making this i^ffidavit^ the boy King 
' disappeared, aud could not be founcT. The publication of 
this af&dayit wa,s the gi:ound ot the libel suit pn which 
Mr. Fisk was arrested and gave bail. The case ^as first 
cajied Saturday, November l^, 1&71, On that noLoming, 
Fisk appeared in naval uniform, and there w^s.a great 
sensation in and about th^ cou^rt room. , Owing to a mis- 
take by her lawyer, ^i^s Mansfield left ear]y, and wa^ 
not present when c^ed as the first jritne(|s, so the CfiSQ 
was .adjoi^med one week. Saturday "morning, November 
25th, the sensation was repeated. . Fisk, Mansfield and 
Stoked were all present. Fisl^ left eajly, but Mi§s. Mans- 
field took the stand, and was under examination ^everc^ 
hours* She maintained th^ moj^t impertnbable self-po9ses- 
sion throughout, enduring the severe crp^s-examination of 
Fisk'jB la\^yers withoujt the slightest confusion or loss of 
temper, tier bearing challenged the wondq^ng admirar 
tioi^ of every oe^ present. Her examination was not fin- 
ished w]ien he ci^jse was adjourned for another week. 
But instead of proceeding the following Saturday, it >eras 
adjourned from time to time till the eventful Saturday, 
Jan. Gth, 1872. On that morning JFisk did not appeaij^t 
but Miss Mansfield was again oalled. to the stand, and so 
bitter was, her cross-examination, so searphing and mor- 
tifying were the questions relative to her condition when 
she mot Mr. Fisk, &c., &c., that all her remarkable nerve 
and fortitude gave way a^d she burst into tears. This i^ 
supposed to haye excited the revenge of Stokes, who waa 
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pteseiit at the time^ and xras himself next put upon the 
stand and made to answer some very disagreeable and 
difflcxilt questions. Altogether, the day s^eemed to have 
d^aged the bright proYnise of the previous day's examina- 
fibn very materially, and thidir feelings in the matter must 
have been very much aggravated by the fact that the 
day before ^udge Brady had rendered a very unexpected 
dedsioir in &e cato before him, sustjEumhg Judjge Pratt's 
thjftinctioii ii^aiiist the publication 6r use of the affidavits 
ot tetters. Things looked aiET if l^A ti^ab getting the best 
of them eV bry w h erb. iSiey knew, toio, that he had teen 
exerting himsJelf to g^ Stokeis indicted ftr an attetiipt at 
IflackmaiHng in instigating ftese suits. In this state o'f fbel- 
ing they parted at the courthouse; !Mis» Itfaiisfleld aid her 
cousin Mrs. Williams going in one carriage to her residence 
In 2Sd street, Stokes and his lawyers 'taking another car- 
riage to Dehnonico's restaurant, comer of Broadway and 
Chambers street, where the three took lunch. While they 
were there, tiie sjader^eyed Judge Bamai^ came in and 
said to tii# district attorney, one of Stokes's lawyers, 
that th^ Grand 7ury had found an ihdictnient against 
Stokes ibi^ au attempt at blackmailing. Stokes is sup- 
posed to t&Ve %eurd this reihkrk and been rendered 
desperatfe by it. He saw the Meters closing arourid him 
on every side. Years of a r^kless, gay, exciting life Were 
showing their harvest of thorfis and thistles, and had 
lalready made his blac^ hair prematurely gray. He had 
sacrificM' family, good name, ^^e and child, for pleasiit'eb 
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tliat ''in ikw trivtmplx die;" a onoe fine fortune Im^ 
dwindled away in an unequal contest, and he now saw 
himself falling into the power of his enemy. He leflb bis 
lawyers hastily, hired a coup6 and was dxiTen to the Hoff- 
man House, where he liFed ; afier going to his room fgr 
a few minutes he was driven down Twenty-third stre^ 
and was seen sitting in the boup^ before th0;Q|:and Opera 
Stou3e, looking up to FiskV window. By some ; unknown 
means he learned that Fisk was going to call at the Oran4 
Central Hotol at about four o'clock. With thi^knpwl-- 
edge he woa driren down Broadway a short distance be- 
yond the hotel, got out of the earriagOi paid the hackmai^ 
walked back to the Chrand Central Hotd» went up stairs 
and took his position at the head of the stair(»Lse lead- 
ing to the ladies' entrance. He had not loag to wait. A 
few minutos after four o'clock Mr. Fisk's carnage draw 
up befoje the ladies entrance; he deftly alight/^d, crossed 
the sidewalk with his usual air, in the height of spirits, asif 
this life were, all a diarm with nothing beyfmdit, passed 
through the door and ascended seven steps to the. first land- 
ing when he looked up and saw Stokes standing, above willi 
something in his hand. As his eyes caught that senpt^ 
thing it was dischaigeda^d he fell, exying ''Oh!" H^got . 
partly up when another shot was fired and took effect in 
in his arm. He was carried up stairs, and hud upon a 
bed, and the doctor of the hotol was immediatoly at his 
aide. After the shooting, Stokes threw his pistol under a 
io£a In. the ladies' parlor, descended to the main hevU t^^d 
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mdeanrored to escape bj {he back or Mercer street en- 
tranee; but the cry of **man shot!" being raised np 
stairs, the fleeing assassm was canght and held. An 
examination disclosed that one of the two shots had made 
only a flesh wonnd in the left arm, while the other had 
entered the abdomen, Ato inches i^ye ttie nareland two 
inches to the right of the median line. The latter was at 
once petoeired to be probably mortal. The news spread 
like wild fire, and in a flaw minutes was knowti all orer 
the city. A crowd thronged the hotel, and in a short time 
Jay Gonld, William M. Tweed, Dayid Dudley Field and 
t>th6r intimate friends of A^ woimded inan had gathered 
in tharoom where he lay. After his wounds were dressed 
be made an ante mortem statement of the circumstances 
of the shooting, identified Stokes, who was brot^ht be- 
fore him, as the man who shot him, and then made his will. 
He remained calm and bore himself with excellent nenre, 
seeming to suffer little pain. About 10 o'clock the opiates 
administered began to a£Bact'him and he slept till about 4 
o'clock Sunday morning, when he woke, said he was *^ do- 
ing nicely," asked for some water, and soon fell asleep 
again. About 9 o'clock he woke again and was now evi- 
dently sinking rapidly. He remained unconscious and 
easy till a quarter to eleven, when the mysterious change 
came calmly over him, and the man of sensations was 
dead. 

' As if giving the last touch of dramatic propriety to thia 
modem Iliad, {Precisely a year had passed in its perform- 
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ftnce before^e public. On the first Sunday qt 1871 ij^ 
curtaii\ rijses upon a young man secured in jail for ibf 
day by a mean tricky th^ victim of hell-bom revei^gf^ 
whilo ^ pursuer xoUs the. morsel of trl^mph under 1^ 
tongue con a»ior€, ivnd glcuries in th^ fancied- ^^inrf^r of hU 
abused ,pow^. On tha firat Sundjay of 1^872 the; 1^09 
door-ft^A.cloiiei upo^tbe i^^ime y^ai^map, b^tl^i^ i^ 
elaj^r n«»^, a^^ se^m^. t9 glqiy in the nQtoriei;y. qt hifi 
ooward^:4^ ^bfl^. ha ^hp. th^ felt triumphftnf wd pwj^ 
oplied in a|>aw^ ^at sQca^red him from danger, is shot 
dpwi^ U^ ^ dpg, -viTft^^t a n^oment's wamiiig, unsi^sipect- 
tng, and reo^evf up hia| IliGai ii^ tiir4 the victim pf im pwif 
fevange. j 
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CHAPTEEXVL 

AT Hon — ^HIS LEISUBS HOITBS — TIS THl PABK — kT LON^ 
BBANCU AMONG HIS MEW— MBS. FISK — ^THE BEAD MABCH 

XMB LAST JOUBKET BY BAIL — THE GBAYE. 

r • : . < - • ' ■• . . i:'-. .' 

]\i[r. risk's privata life was on the sai^o BU^tiu)tti^ 
spide c of grandeur and luxuriance a& his career, in^ 
the .business world and the aots iwhiqh ,ma4o, him. 
knowi^ to the public. His residenpe T^a^ a^. 31% 
West Twenty-third Street, n^xt door to hia Ilrie castle, 
and nothing that wealth ,G9u14 bring wapL spared 
in its ^fcommodatiions and .sup^es. He klspt a sta^ 
ble of ^e horse^^ seeming to del^ht mote in a.fine^. 
large turnout than. in a fast team. Hq w^is often soe^ m, 
the Park or on Fifth Arenuey with a beautiful fpur-in-, 
hand, and sometimes six fine hordes, three blacks on one 
sijde and three whites on the other. Not unfrequently he 
held the reins him9elfj which he could do in a style that 
few owners of a turnout can boast. On his large drag 
or coach, were four colored men in livery, hvo footmen 
behind, and thp driyer i^nd i^sistant in front. No other 
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tnmont in the city erealed anjihisg^ like the sensation his 
did. His summer retreat was at Long Branch, and here, 
as elsewhere, daring the season, he appeared in the 
grandest style, had the most striking turnout, and attract- 
ed imiversal attention. 

No man would go farther or spend more for revenge 
than he if he felt himself wrox^^ ; but, on the other 
hand, no man was mote Idnd hearted or ready than he 
with his means, when he thought he could do good, help 
the deserring, or relieve suffering. He was quick to 
appreciate a favor and never forgot it. All his im* 
mense business affairs were attended to as so much 
play, seeming not to weigh him down with nny care 
or trouble. With half a dozen enterprises on hand, 
any one of which would be all that most men could at- 
tend to, he seemed as free from care as a schiDol boy, 
dashed off his duties with astounding rapidity, and 
was facetious and full of fun aU the time, if o l)^g 
was ever more self-sufficient and solf-reliant. He satis- 
fied himself and acted upon his own ideas. If otliers 
liked what he did, it was well ; if not, it was equally welL 
He wanted ever3rthing in his' power, and depended upon 
nobody that he cpuld not command. He was not harsh 
or offensive, but the reverse, in the exercise of his 
authority ; yet all about him must tacitly acknowledge it. 
He was so perfectly affable with every one, whether of 
high or low degree ; his manner, was so full of that hail-fel- 
low well met sfyle to every one with whoin he came in con- 
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tact ; he had such strong sympathy for t&e merry element 
of life and was so constantly full of fun, he was liked not a 
little by the army of employ^ and retainers that sur- 
rounded him in his Erie offices, his theatres, his regiment, 
and his navy. "^ 

Mr. Fisk was married quite early in life to Miss Lucy 
D. Moore, of Springfield, Mass. When he came to New 
York she remained in Boston, preferring that for her resi- 
dence. She lived in a style that was a fitting counterpart 
of her husband's, like him, was very generous of the 
ample means at her disposal, and has made not a few 
hearts happy and grateful by her kindness. She had a 
beautiful villa at Newport, and her turnout was the 
grandest that appeared on Bellevue avenue. Pespite 
his eccentric career their relations were always pleasant. 
The news of the shooting was telegraphed her in 
Boston. She left immediately and reached him the 
next morning about seven o'clock ; but he never spoke or 
seemed to recognize any one after her arrival. His will 
left all his property to her, except $100,000 to his sister, 
.an annuity of $3,000 to his fiither and mother, and an- 
nuities of $2,000 each to Minnie E. Morse and Bosie 0. 
Morse. 

iionday, January 5th, 1872, the morning papers an- 
nounced that his funeral would take place that day at the 
Ghrand Opera House, where his body would lie in state. 
Hours before the appointed time, ^ne of the largest crowds 
•far drawn together in New York had gathered in the 
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vicinity .And eveiy place that might afford even a passing 
glimpse of the coffin was packed with people. From the 
moment the doors were opened to the throng, a swollen 
stread of humanity flowed in and past to get a lost view 
of t^e fftc^ till ti^e forbade its longer continuance. The 
bnef funeral se^ces over, the solemn procession was 
formecL At its head, after the necessary force of police, 
was the hand in which he had taken so much pride and 
which existed only through him. Laboring men irom all 
the varied industnes with which he had been connected 
turned out in full force, the brigade in which he was 
Colonel was ordered out to pay the tribute due his rank, 
his own Ninth reg^mei^t forming the guard of honor. 
Behind the hearse came his favorite black charger, and 
then the long line of carriages coAt^ning his family, the 
Erie officials, and those with wliom he had been intimate 
The band touched th^ wild strains of the '* Dead March 
in Saul," and the procession started through tiie street 
packed with humanity, passed the Fifth Avenue Hotel, 
the balcony and every window of which» as woll as of all 
the neighboring houses, were qfowded Tnth jq»ectators/ 
The cortege wound slowly through Madison S^uai^Qy . 
turned to the East, and reached the New York and i{ow 
Haven depot, where the coffin was placed, in the funeral 
car. The train drew out, and James , Fisk, Jr., had 
passed away from New York forever, leaving it as he had 
lived ii^ it — ^the centre of a profound sensation. 

There seemed a weird propriety in the tragic dose. 
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Dramatic harmony could hardly have made it otherwise*. 
A tragic end was almost to be expected for a career that 
scrupled not to cross men in matters that exasperate the 
most desperate passions, and there had ^ been not a few 
occasions in it where perhaps his violent end would have 
drawn to him no pity ; but the manner and circumstances 
of his death turned to the man a ciirrent of sympathy 
that else he never would have had. A strange influence 
rested upon all the crowd and all realized anew and more 
vividly the awfulness of sudden death, a violent sudden 
death. No one defended the morality of his nature or 
denied that the world and society could but be greatly the 
worse for every such career ; but the mysterious power of 
death to silence censure and open the heart to the consid* 
oration of redeeming traits was intensified by the cruelty 
of his murder, and lead many to admit for the first time 
that his charity, kindness of heart and mental endow- 
ments were aU on a scale commensurate with his moral 
deficiencies. Many kind, noble-hearted acts were freely 
told of him now. And might it not be, too, that he had 
in some degree been made the scapegoat of moral ob« 
liquities not wholly his ? Was he not a legitimate out- 
growth of the prevailing morality of New York ? The 
legal tactics that scandalized the country in Ids name 
were not his work, but that of men of the most eminent 
professional and social standing, hired for the purpose. 
The judicial fiats that robbed many men of their rights 
and dues, were not issued by him, but by Judges 
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whom he fbnsd on tiie bendi of &e Supreme Courl 
If infamous bills passed the Legislature for his /pcciol 
behoof, they passed b j the votes of the people's chosen, 
and were signed by the GoTemcvs of the State. The 
crucible of death cleared him of much that had been 
heaped upon him where others were more io blame, more 
ialse to their higher trusts. The grave open to receive 
him, men's minds leaped forward to the judgmrait of his- 
tory and saw that he only lived, openly and- without dis- 
guise^ much as those who passed for his betters and held 
positions of h(»ior, Ihred and acted in secret, adding to 
their crimes one he never wore — ^hypocrisy. 

How giant-like his mental powers and executive abilities 
were^ the duties left vacant by his death and the influence 
of the event on many great interests, made impressively 
manifest. Who could i^ep into his place and dis- 
chai^e all his multifarious duties? A dozen men were 
needed, and then nothing would move as he madeut move. 
The news of his assassination produced a sensation second 
only to that of President Lincoln's throughout his own 
land and in Europe. It had a marked effect upon the 
London Stock Exchange. The effect may not have been 
complimentary, but it at least bespoke his abilities. He 
hod many of the mental (and moral, too) traits that made 
a Bismarck, and had he been an educated man, ho would 
undoubtedly have led an equally prominent career in a 
different field and written his. liame upon the history of 
his country as one of her most remarkable public men. 
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^e last railroad jotitney, the tunetti tite&i tbftt bar#^ 
Lim back to his early homo at Btttttl^bo^, attmcted an 
interest that attaches onlj to a remarkable man. At all 
the stations along the road over wMdi it passed^ croMrds 
gathered, eager to catch a; glimpse of anything c^nected 
witli the man and the final tragedy. It was near mid*- 
night when the txfiin reached Brattleboro. A night more 
drear, more weirdly in keeping with the occasion, cottld 
not well be. ^tiow covered the landsdape, the nkxyrmtafaifl 
towered above in their gloom, and a cutting, desolate wind' 
fient a shiver throngh tiie multitude waiting amid ihe 
wild scene for the coming back of one whose boyhood and 
early life had run beside tixeir own, who had gone out 
irom them to lead $i, career that excites in &em a peculiar 
wonder, because of their knowing more intin^d;ely ihab 
others how small the b^inning — coming back for the 
last rites at their hands. He was taken to the Bevere 
House, tfhere we early found him, and the cirde is com- 
plete. He has been out, made the world know him as 
few are ever known by sheer force of their own abilities, 
and has been brought back to be buried at the age of 
thirty-six. 

With the gray dawn of Tuesday morning, January 9th, 
1872, picturesque vehicles of all variety of non-descript pat- 
terns begin to pour into the quaint village of Brattleboro, 
all heavily freighted with people of the country round 
eager to witness the last ceremonies over the man who has 
made so much noise in the world. Many were there whO| 
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as eUldreD,. in middle life, or even old age, had looked up* 
OH him mth something of wondw when his form was 
familiar to them in his earliest career. The tragic close 
has impressed them with an awe, a wonder, a shudder, un- 
known to the denizens of the city where it fell. Voices 
are hushed to their lowest tones ; movements are slow and 
careful, as if in fear of disturbing Death. Something akin 
to stupor rests upon them all, as if unable to .comprehend 
how such things can be, as though doubting if it be 
reaL The gold-mounted rosewood casket is placed in a 
portion for them to pass bj and look upon the face of the 
4ead. He lies in his elegant full uniform of a Colonel, 
with his beautiful sword beside him. They saw the begin- 
ning, they haye seen the end. The awe pervading the 
throng deepens and becomes more dread. Brief and sim- 
ple services are held, and the last procession, plain and 
wholly imostentatious, is formed and winds through the 
street, over the bridge, up the steep hill, to tlj^ grave. 
It is a bleak, dreary day, and the plain, unornamented, 
treeless burial ground is in keeping with the day. It is 
at the southern border of the village, upon a blu£^ rising 
abruptly from the mellifluous Connecticut, with Mount 
Mantasket towering up gloomily, just across the river, 
in New Hampshire. Snow covers the landscape, and the 
vehicles in the final procession are sleighs. The caskot is 
lowered to its place in the ground, the first shovolfull of 
earth grates down upon its lid; the grief-stricken wife, 
sister, mother and &iend, are led away, the officers of the 
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Ninth are called into line, the order, « forward— ma«^ !" 
is ffiven, and James Fisk, Jr., is alone for his long rest. 
Homely and desolate though the gravejard be in itself^ 
it commands a view rarely equalled in surpassing loYeli« 
ness. Here summer is charming in Ibeautifully-nestled 
mountain scenery, and \^hispers only of quietude, happi* 
ness and purity ; here the tints of autumn leaves are of 
unrivalled brilliancy and variety, clothing the entire land- 
scape in a grandeur that feasts ey« and soul ; here winter 
is most impressive in its drear and solemn majesty^ 
Here, amid scenery in strange contrast with the inci- 
dents of his life, yet in perfect keeping with many of the 
impulses of his heart, returned to the di^st as it was 
the man whose career was one of the most remadcable 
ef which the world has any record. 

Zhb En. 
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THE ENJOINED LOVE LETTEBS. 



One wefik from the momiiig Mr. Fisk died, the follo'Aing letten, 
«xoept the last two, -were published in the New York Serald as the 
ones over which there had been so mnch controversy in the courts. 
They contain no such important revelations as the public had be^i 
led to ezpeet. Among them are none revealing any Erie or Tammany 
secrets, nor could it reasonably be expected that any such would 
ever see the light again afier once passing into iAte hands of Peter 
"B, Sweeny. There is in them nothing compromising any one but 
their author, nor him in any way for which he would have cared in 
the least. It is absurd to suppose that these are the letters that gav» 
Stokes and the woman their fancied power, or whose possible publi- 
cation made so many minds uneasy, and against which Mr. Fisk 
fought witii such vehemence and determination. Private letters 
such as these are the best reflex the world ever gets of a man's real 
heart and nature in his best hours, moods and impulses ; and it if 
SSnerson (is it not?) who says that ^veiy man has a ri^ht to be 
jndged by his best moments. 

The first letter was written on his visiting card, in the winter of 
1867-8, and ran: 
Mrs^ Jotk Lawlor, 42 £exmgUm avenue : 

Come. Will you come over with Fred and dine with me ? It 
your friends axe there bring them along. Yours^ truly, 

J, F., Ja. 

Have not heard from yon as you promised. 

On the back of the card was : 

Come. Fred is at the door. My room, 8 o^clock. After many 
good looks I found Mr. Chamberlain. The understanding is now 
that yourself and Miss Land are to go with me, say at h^-past 9 
o'clock, and the above gentleman is to come at 11 o clock, as he has 
^ some matters to attend to which will take him until that timeu 
Answer this if you will be ready by half-past 9 o'clock. 

Yours, truly, JAMES FISK, Js. 
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Soon after Josie liad arrayed herself in silks and fine jewelry^ 
-wishing to dazzle her benefactor, as Cleopatra dazzled Caesar by 
being borne into his presence as a bnndle of old rags, from which 
she emerged in all her splendor, she called at the Erie ofSce, and^ 
of coarse, made a. decided sensation among the clerks and attend- 
ants. It mnst be remembered that Eisk was then unknown to the 
public-, had not attained to autocratic power, was only a director 
under "Drew and Eldridge, and could not then afford to disregard 
public sentiment. The next day he wrote : 

Strange you should make my office or the Tioinity ihe scene for a 
** persoimL" You must be aware that harm came to me in such 
foolish yanity, and those that could do' it care but little for the in- 
terest of the writer of this. Yours truly, 

JAMES FISK, Jb. 
Sth Av. H. 
JkUy : Enclosed find money. Bully momin^ for a funeral. 

J. F., Jiu 
Lear Josie : Qet ready and come to the Twenty-third street en- 
trance of the hotel and take me down town, and then you can come 
back and get the girls for the Fulton dinner to-day. 

Yours truly, Sabdines. 

BHE IS aoma off on a joijbney. 
DoRy : The baggage sleigh will call at one o'clock, and you can 
leave in my charge what you see fit. You have no time to lose. 

J. F.. Jb. 

Hy people are partaking of New York, in the shape of '' White 
Fawn" and two or three other different matters. I may not be able 
to see you again to-night. If not, will take breakfast with you — 
the best I could do. Yours truly, JAMES. 

February 5, 1868. ' 

Lear Lolly : G«t right up now, and I will be down to take break- 
fast with you in about thirty minutes. We wiH take breakfast in 
the main dining room down stairs. 

Yours truly, JAMES FISK, Jr. 

Wednesday Morning, Feb. 6. 

A NOTE EKCLOSINO MONET. 

Have the kindness to acknowledge. Yours truly, 

Feb. 22, 1868. J. F., Jb. 

GOING TO THE OPBBA. 

Lear Josie : 1 have got some matters to arrange, and cannot call 
lor you until it is about time to go. I will be there twenty minutes 
before 8. Be ready. Yours truly ^ JAMES. 

Feb. 26,1868. 
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DoUy: Enclosed find $50. Sleep, D0II7, all tlie sleep yon can to- 
day— eyery little bit I Sleep, Dolly I I feel as if three cents' wortii 
of clams would help me some. Yours truly, J. F., Jr. 

Monday Morning. 

I am going to the San Francisco Minstrels with my family. If 
Mr. L. was here I should ask him to take you. Shall see you to- 
morrow evening. Tours truly, J. F., Jr. 

This Is-a playful allusion to 'his having to play the &mily man, 
and implies that it would be in keeping if Josie could appear at the 
same place under escort of her divorced husband. 

BcUy : Enclosed find . I ajn wrong, but I am bothered. It 

will come right. When I don't come don't wait. You shall not be 
placed as you was to-night again. Yours truly, 
Wednesday Evening. JAMES FISK, Jr. 

Have the kindness to acknowledge. J. F., Jr. 

Feb. 22, 1868. 

187 West Street, Tuesday, Oct. 13, 18G8. 
My Dear Joxie : James McHenry, the jmrtner of Sir Morton Peto, 
the largest railway builder in the world, Air. Tweed and l^Ir. liane 
will dine with us at half-past six o'clock. I want you to provide as 
nice dinner as possible. Everything went off elegantly. We are 
ali safe. Will see you at six o'clock. 

JAMES FISK, Jr. 
Monday, Aug. 2, 1869. 
Dear Josie : Send my vaHse, with two shirts, good collars, vest, 
handkerchief, black velvet coat, nice vest, patent leather shoes, 
light pants. I am going to Long Branch to see about the calerye. 
Enclosed find f 25. Be back in the morning. J. F., Jr. 

St. James Hotel, Sunday, Oct 18, 1869. 
Dear Josie : Enclosed you will find f 143. Yours truly, 

JAMES. 

Josie wished a competence for life settled upon her. Fisk refused, 
and she sent him a letter severing their intimacy. 

Sunday EvENma, Feb. 1, 1870. 

Ify Dear Josie : I received your letter. The tenor does not sur- 
prise me much. You alone sought the issu6, and the reward will 
belong to you. I cannot aUow you to depart believing yourself 
what you write, and must say to you, which you know full well, 
that all the diiOferences could have been 'settled by a kiss in the 
right spirits, and in after days I should feel very kindly toward you 
out of memory of the great love I have borne for you. I never was 
aware that you admitteid a fault. I have many — Ood knows, too 
many — and that has brought me the trouble of the day. I will not 
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equally ignorant of its existence, m £fc is not likely she tronbles her- 
self about your affisus. X can scaaroely bdieve that she assisted Miss 
Peiris in composing the letter, and the credit is therefore due to 
Miss Peiris for supodor talent in correspondence. As far as tho 
great exposure you speak of is concerned, that is a dark entry upon 
which I have no light, and, as I fail to see it, I cannot, of course, 
understand it. I have endeavored to put your jumbled letter to- 
gether in order to arrive at your meaning; and I presume I have 
scMue idea of what you wish to convby ; but as your statements lack 
the important element of truth, they cannot, of course, have any 
weight with me. 

You may not be to blame for entertaining the idea that you have 
<diown great kindness to Miss Peiris and others, and that they are 
onder great obligations to you lor &.v«r8 coi^erred. The habit c/t 
constantly imagining that you were the real auther of all the benefits 
bestowed upon others woiUd naturally affect a much- better balanced 
brain than yours, and in time you would ccoae to believe that you 
alone had the power to distribute the good things to those around 
you, utterly forgetful of him who was behind the scenes entirely 
unnoticed. Can you blame, then, those from whose eyes the veil has 
fallen, and who see you in your true light as the giver of others' 
charities ? I would not trouble myself to answer your letters, and 
I do not consider it a duty I owe you to give you a final ex^pres^on 
of my opinion. In venting yonr spite on Miss Peiris (with whose 
affairs, by the way, I have nothing whatever to do) you have written 
a letter, in answering which you afford me an opportunity of con- 
veying to you my ideas respectmg the theories which you have taken 
every opportunity to express to those around you, and which many 
people have considered merely the emanations of a crazy brain. I 
could not coincide with this view, for crazy people are not inclined 
to do precisely as they please, either right or wrongs and so long aa 
they are loose I oonsider them sane, and tiieref ore I could not put that 
construction on your conversation. 

As for Miss Peiris being *' a snake in the grass,'" I care but little 
about that. She can do me neither harm nor good. I have done all 
that has been done for her during the past year. She comes to me 
and says : " Sir, you have been my friend ; you have assisted me in 
my troubles, and I thank you from the bottom of my heart." This 
is a full and sufficient recompense for me for any good I may have 
done her, and she can return. If she be a snake in the grass, I 
know full well her s€ng is gone and she is harmless. But what 
think you of a woman who would veil my eyes, first by a gentle 
kiss, and afterward, night and day, for weeks, months, and years, by 
deceit and fraud, to lead me through the dark valley of trouble, 
when she could have made my pathway one of roses, committing 
crimes which a devil incarnate would shrink from, while aD this 
time I showed to her, as to you, nothing but Mndness, both in words 
and actions, laying at your feet a soul, a heart, a fortune, and a 
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my return I shall oome to see yon. I am sore ycm will say, 
"What a fool P But you must rest and so xoost I. The thread 
Is so slender I dare not strain it more. I am sore, but €k>d mad« 
me so, and I have not the power to change it. 
Loying you, aa none ^ut fou, I am, yours ewer, 

JAMES. 

August 4, 1870. 
Dear Joaie : I found on my arriyal at mj office that the following 
despatch had passed West last night : 

E. 8. Stokee, Bu fblo and Saratoga BprixMB : 
Fay no attention to former despatch. Coma on first tralzk. BAKB. 

Of course it means nothing that y^u are aw&re ef. But let me gire 
you the author of it and my authority, and you will see how faith* 
fully they have worked the case out alter my departure last evening. 
Miss Feiris drove directly to Kane's office ; from there to the comer 
of Twenty-second street and Broadway, where the above despatch 
was sent, and from lliere to BuilLey's. A third party was wi1& 
them, but who left them there ? Bauo and Feiris, why should they 
need Stokes ? " Comment is imnecessary " — ^a plotting house and 
against me. What have ''Idcme'' that Nully feiris should work 
against my peace of mind. Youio^ truly, ever, 

JAMES. 

F. S. — Since writing the within I understazkd a deepatch haa 
leached New York that he is on his way. JAMES. 

Josie, still failing to secure the settloaent of a competency for 
life upcm her, has now discarded Fisk for Stokes. 

August 19, 1870. 

Enclosed you will -Qnd. f400 for your little matters. You told me 
when 1 saw you last you would send me your bills, which I would 
be pleased to receive, and they shall have my attention at once» 
Your letter would require a litUe time to prepare a right answer to,. 
BO I will answer it more fully by to-morow, when I can look it more 
earefully over. I am very lui;^y to know that you have acted from 
no impiito in leaving me, but that it was a long matured plan. I 
hope you have made no mistrfike. Yours- truly, as ever, 

JAMES FI^ Jb. 

New York, Oct. 1, 1870. 
Mrs, Mamfleld : There ean be no question as to the authority of the 
letter which was handed to me yesterday by your servant, in this 
respect differing from the epistle which you say you received from 
Mws Feiris, and which, in your opinion, required the united efforts 
of herself, Mile. Montaland and myself. Certainly the composition 
should be good if these parties had combined to produce it. But the 
slight mistake you made is evident from the fact that the letter re- 
iened to was never seen by me, and I presume Mile. Montaland is 
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speak, of the fatnTe, for fall well I know the spirit yon take it ixL 
** You know me,'' and the inatincts of your heart will weigh me out 
in the right scale. I will give you no parting advice. You have 
been well schooled in that, and can tell chaff from wheat, and prob- 
ably are Us strong to-night as the humble writer of this letter. 
The actions of the past mu»t be the right way to think of me ; and 
from them, day by day, I hope any comparison which yon may make 
from writing in the future will be favorable for me. A longer letter 
£rom me might be much of an advertisement of my weakness, and 
the only great idea I would impress on your mind is how wrong 
you are when you say that I have ** grown tired of you." Wrong, 
wrong 1 Never excuse yourself on that in after years. Don't t^ 
to teach your heart tha^ for it is a lie, and you are &l&ifying your- 
eelf to your own souL 

No more. Like the Arabs, we will fold our tents and quietly 
steal away, and when we spread them next we hope it will be where 
the " woodbine twineth," over the river Jordan, on the bright and 
beautiful banks of Heaven. From yours, ever, 

JAMEa 

Finding from this letter that Fisk was not yet her slave and that 
fihe could not gain her object, she went to see him and they quickly 
made up again. 

• February 10, 1870. 

JTy I>ear DoRi/ : Will you see me- this morning? If so, what 
hour ? Yours truly, ev^, JAMES. 

Western TJnion Telegraph CoiCrpANY, > 
Worcester, Mass. ) 
To H, J. Mamjleld, 857 West Twenty third street : 
On the 3 o'clock train from Boston. Shall be in New York at 13. 

J. F., Jr. 

10th of March. 
Dear DcUy: Enclosed find f75, which yon need; do not wait 
dinner for me to-night ; I cannot come. Yours truly, ever, 

James. . 

My Dear Juste : Enclosed find your request. I will send to the 
Fifth Avenue for the ^ings. I cannot go to the house as much as 
I would like to. Yours, JAMES. 

May 0, 1870; 

0. Office, May 31, 1870. 
Please send me the diamond brooch and necklace, my dear. 

JAMES. 
. , August 1, 1870. 

My Dear Josie : I send you letter I found to my care on my desk. 
I cannot come to you t»-night. I shall stay in town to-night, and 
probably to-morrow nigh^ and after that I must go East. On 
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xepatatioxi wHch had cost, by night and day, twenty-five years of 
perpetual struggle, and which, but for the bbck blot of having in 
an evil hour linked itself with you, would stand out to-day brighter 
than any ever seen upon earth. But the mist has fallen, and you 
appear in your true light. I borrow your own words to describe 
you, " a snake in the grass," and verily I have found thee out, and 
you have the audacity to call your sainted mother to witness your 
advice to me. " A dog that bites," &c., &o. 

You accused her of leading you on and of ever standing ready to 
make appointments for you. The tone of your letter is such that 
you seem willing to shoulder the load of guilt under which an 
ordinary criminal would stagger. I believe you have arrived at 
that state when no amount of guilt will disturb your serenity or 
prevent your having sweet dreams, and we still shall see you crawl 
** a snake in the grass." 

How I worship the night I said, ** G^t thee behind me, Satan I" 
The few weeks that have elapsed since that blessed hour, how I 
bless them for the peace of mind they have brought me I Again 
the world looks bright, a];id I have a being. You imagined I would 
pursue you again, and you thought I would endeavor to tear down 
the castle you had obtained by robbery. God knows that if I am 
an element so lost to every feeling of decency as to be willing to 
link itself with you I will foster it, so that it will keep you finom 
crawling toward me and prevent mo from looking on you as a snake, 
as you are, and from raising a hand in pity to assist you should 
trouble again cross your path. So I have no fears that I ^rill again 
come near you. 

I send you back a ring ; and, were I to write anything about it, 
the words would be only too decent for the same. Were they couched 
ia the worst of language. So I say, take it back. Its memory is 
indecent, and it is the last souvenir I have that reminds me of you. 
I had a few pictures of you, but they have found a place among the 
nothings which fill the waste basket under my table. I am aware 
that in your back parlor hangs the picture of the man who gave 
you the wall to hang it on ; and rumor says you have another in 
^our chamber. The picture up stairs send back to me. Take the 
other down, for he whom it represents has no respect for you. After 
you read this letter you shoidd be ashamed to look at the picture, 
for you would say, " "With all thy faults I love thee still," and what 
would be merely the same oft-repeated lie. So tak6 it down. Do 
not keep anything in that house that looks like me. 

If there are any unsettled business matters that it is proper for 
me to arrange send them to me, and make the explanation as brief 
as possible. 

I fain would reach the point where'not even the slightest necessity 
will exist for any intercourse between us. I am in hopes this wiU 
end it. 

JAME? FISK, Jr. 
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Jama fiak, Jr, : Tha^ your latter had f]ie denied effbefc jcfa earn 
well imagine. I am hoDest enough to admit it cat me to the qnick. 
In all the annals ef letter-writing I may say it edipeed them aO. 
Tonr aecretary made asHght error, h o wever , in supposing tiiat Mile. 
Hontoland was mentioBed. The only prima doona I had refe rre d to 
was ''ICiBS Peiris." As yoa say. Mile, has nothing whaterer to do 
with my affiiiza. I hare always respected her, and only thought el 
her as one of the noblest wcnrks of God — beantifal and talented, and 

rmr ehoiee — nerer r e fer r in g to h^ in my letter in thought cnr word, 
freely admit I nerer expected so severe a letter ircan, yoa. I, of 
conrse, feel-that it was onmerited; bat as it is your opinianof me, I 
accept it with all the sting. Yoa hare ttrueh home, and, I may say, 
turned the knife asoond. I will send yoa the pietore yon speak <^ 
at once. rThe one in the parlor I will also dispose o£ I know of 
nothing else here that yoa wonld wish. I am anzions to adjust 
onr afl&rs. I certainly doi not wish to annoy yoa, and that I may be 
able to do so I write yoa this last letter. 

Yoa have told me very often that yoa held some twenty or tweor 
ty-flve thoasand dollars of mine in voar keeping. I do not know if 
it Ib so, bat that I may be able to ehape my afiairs permanently for 
the fatare that a part of the amoont would place me in a position 
where I would never have to appeal to you for aught. I have never 
had <me dollar from any one eUe, and arriving here from the Branoh, 
expecting my aflairs with you to continue, I contracted biHs that I 
would not otherwise have done. I do nbt ask fbr anything I have 
not been led to suppose was mine, and do not ask you to settle what 
is not entirely convenient for you. After a time I diaU sell my 
house, but for the present think it best to remain in it. The money 
I speak of would place me wh^re I should need the assistance of no 
one. 

The ring I take back as fairly as I gave it to you ; the mate of it 
I shall Iroep for company. Why you could say I obtained tlds house 
by robbery I cannot ioiagine ; however, you know best I am sorry, 
that your associations with me was detrimental to you, and I would 
gladly with you (were it possible) obliterate the last three years of 
my life's history ; but it is not possible, and we must struggle tot 
outlive our past. I trust you will take tiie sense of this lett^ as it 
is meant, and that there can be no mistake I send this by Ktta, and 
what you do not understajid she wiU explain. 

New York, Oct. 4^ 1870. 
After tho departure of Etta to-day, I wasted titie enough to read 
over once more the letter of which she was the bearer frotn you to^ 
xne^ and I determined to reply to it, for the reason that if it re- 
mained unanswered you might possibly^ think I did not really mean 
what I said when 1 wrote; and, besides, I was apprehensive that 
the friendly talk carried on through Etta, at second hand, between 
you and me, might lead you to suppose I had somewhat repented of 
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the course I had taken, or of the words I had penned. It is to re- 
ftovo any such impression that I again write to you, as I would hare 
the language of lay former letter and the sentiments therein ex- 
pressed stamped ux)on your heart as my deep-seated opinion of your 
character. No other construction must be put upon my words, I 
turn over the first page oi^ft^i letter ; 1 pass over the kind words 
you have written ; have I not furnished a satisfactory mansion iost 
others' use ? Ilave I not fulfilled every promise I have made ? Is 
there not a stability about your finances to-day (if not disturbed by 
vultures) sufficient to afford you a comfortable income for the re- 
mainder of your natural life ? You say you have never received a 
dollar from any one but me, and you will never have another from 
me, until want and misery bring you to my door, except, of course, 
in fulfilment of my sacred promise, and the settlement of your bills 
up to three weeks ago, at five minutes to eleven o'clock. 

You need have no fear as to my sensitiveness regarding your call- 
ing on any one else for assistance, as I find the word '* amttanw^ 
underlined in your letter to make it more impressive on my mind. 
That of all others is the point I would have you reach ; i&s in that 
you would say, " Why, man, how beautiful you are to look at, but 
nothing to lean on !'* And you may well imagine my surprise at 
your selection of the element you have chosen to fill my places 
(Stokes). I was shown to-day bis diamonds, which had been sacri- 
ficed to our people at one-half their value, and undoubtedly if this, 
were not so the money would have been turned over to you, that 
you might feel contented as to the permanency of your affairs. You 
will therefore excuse me if I decline your modest request for a^ still 
further disbursement of $25,000. I very naturally feel that some 
part of this amount might be used to release from the pound the 
property of others in whose welfare the writer of this does not feel 
unbounded interest. 

You say that you hojw that I will take the sense of your letter. 
There is but one sense to be taken out of it, and that is an "epitaph," 
to be cut on the stone at the head of the grave in which Miss Helen 
Josephine Mansfield has buried her pride. Had she been the same 
proud-spirited girl that she was when she stood side by side with 
me — ^tho power behind the throne — she would not have humbled 
herself to ask a permanency of one whom she had so deeply wronged, 
nor would she stoop to be indebted to him for a home which would 
have furnished a haven of rest, pleasure and debauchery without 
cost to those who had crossed his x>ath and robbed him of the friend- 
ship he once felt. The leng^ of time since I had seen her and t£e 
kind words she spoke left my mind ill prepared for the perusal of 
your letter at that time, and it was not until after her departure, 
when I was seated quietly alone, that I took in the full intent and 
meaning of your letter, and felt iiiat it was " robbery," and nothing 
else. 

Now, pin this letter with the other. The front of this is the back 
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of that, and 70a will have a telesoopio view of yourself and yo^r . 
character as you appear to me to-day ; and then I ask you to turn 
back from pages of your life's history, counting each page one week 
ci your Ufe, and see how I looked to thee then, and ask your own 
guilty heart if you had not .better let me alone ; and instead of try- 
ing to answOT this letter from your disorganis^ brain, or writing 
from the dictation of those around you.to-day, simply take a piece 
of paper and write on it the same as I do now, so far as we are now, 
or eTer may be. '* Dust to dust, ashes to ashes. Amen." 

J. r., Jtu 

Oct. 19, 1870, 
Madame: Enclosed I send you bill of Harris receipted, and I also 
beg to hand you f 126.20, being the honest proportion of the Bass- 
lord bill which belongs to me to pay. I should have made the word 
« honest'' more definite, for had not Mr. Bassford to put the dates 
to the bill, as he had received instructions from Miss Mansfield to 
have the bill all under the date of June S, 1870, although ($146.26) 
the amount of the goods, as bought by you or your agent, was spent 
at a much later date. I should not suppose you would care to place 
yourself in the light that this bill puts you, knowing as I do the 
instructions that you gave Mr. Bassford. I had supposed you 
« honest,'.' but I find that a trace of that virtue does not even cling 
to you. I am, yours, J. F., Jb. 

Dbpabtmbnt of Fenancb, Erie Railway, I 

New York, Oct. 20, 1870. ) 

Madam : You know I would not wrong you, and I would take 

back all my acts when there could be a ^adow of doubt that you 

was right and I was wrong; and let me speak of the other harsh 

letters I have written. I wrote them because you had wronged me 

gositively,^ because you had placed between me and my l&e, my 
ope and my happiness an eternal gulf, and I felt sore and revenge- 
ful, and on those letters I am now the same. It would be idle for 
me to write aught about them or about us. When I could talk to you 
there, you did not listen. I presume it to be the same now. ' 

The entire connection is like a dream to me, a f esurful dream, from 
which I have awoke, and, while dreaming, supposed my soul had 
gone out ; anU the awakening tells me I am saved, and, from the 
embers of the late fire, there smoulders no spirit of revenge toward 
you, for you acted right, and the wrong only came to me from you 
because you did not act sooner, and I would not believe that any 
power on earth would make any question of money influence me or 
come between me and the holy feeling I once had for you. I sent 
John to Bassford's, and they told him what-I said, or he told me so, 
that you left word that the dates of the biU. should not be changed. 
But what does it matter whether it is so or not ? I caamoiifeel that 
you would do it, and something says to me, this was one of the 
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thiiigt did wai not like. 80 1 paM it bj^and if tlie leiten of lasl 
night or to-daj are not like me jou oaa waah the bad act out from 
▼our memory^ and leave but the one idea that I want to do mj 
duty and fulfil eTeryAinaetUod zelio. At least in mr heart rests no 
remorse, for the memory is too deeply seated, and I would cherish 
an that is good about you, and forget forever the bad. Of late you 
haTO thou^t different from me (tms may be imaginary on my part), 
for which I thmk you give me all the credit you can. 

We hAve parted forever, Kow, let us mal» the memory of the 
past as bright and beautiful as we can : for on my side thereis so 
little to cherish that I cling to it with great tenacil^, and hope 
from time to time to wear it ofL You kmw full well how I have 
sufifered. Om» you knew me better than any one on earth. To-da^ 
you know me lett. It is the proper light for ydu to stand in. It is 
«2? you desire on your side. It is all you deserve on mine. 

This letter should remain and be read only by you. Should you 
see fit to answer it the answer wUl be the same way kept hv me. 
There has heen a storm. The ship, a noble steamer, has gone down* 
The storm is over and the sea is smooth again. 

Little Bhipt shotild keep near sbom | 
Qeater tlupe oon vtature moze. 

** Ky ship is small and poorly officered.** 

I am vours, ever, m., &o., J. F., Jb. 

P. 8. — ^I would have liked to have answered your letter in full, 
but, as you say, I have not a well balanced brain, and I know I 
could not do justice to a letter of that kind, so refrain, and content 
. to let the sentiments of it *' know and fret me.** 

Oct 25, 1870. 

Why should I write you again? Shall I ever reach the end? 
There comes anoth^ and anottier chapter, until I get weary with 
the entire affair. I would forget it, and no doubt you wotud the 
the same. The mistake yesterday was almost the mistake of a life 
time for me. Who supposed for an instant that you would ever 
cross my path again in a spirit of submission and with a contrite 
spirit, xou have done that you should be sorry for, and I the same 
in permitting it. This cannot be, and I shall write you the final 
letter, and I shall see you no more. I told you that much yesterday 
evening, and still I write it to you again. Yes, for the reason I 
treated you falsely last night, and I left you with a different impres- 
sion, and I would put that right You acted so differently from 
your nature that I forgive you, and even went so far as to bring mr 
mind to bear how I could take you back again. First, the devil 
stood behind, and my better reason gave wa3rior Ihe moment, and I 
came away, telling you I would see you no more. When your better 
eharaeter comes in contact with mine we are so much alike that 
much of what is said, like that last night, had better been unsaid. 

All now looks bright and beautiful, and my better nature trembles 
at ideas that were e3q>reased last night But tluit I should have left 
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ttte traths in 1}ii« AfEkxr, aM th^ x&tlM ^ 6|x>&«ii. 'S'^' Idrtt^ j^e 
ftbrn one dcfntent and hate taken pA>ihtt (Stokes), and |<»^ yoti to 
turn Ite^ck, either when yoii are situated that way, e^i' irl^exi igreb ^ 
could say that dement had gone, ahonld make no ^' crence to me. 
It was yon that took the st^ and y&oL shdnld Sad ^hilU si^»r the 
eonaeqnenee*. Bui^fp6Bitig the part you took hurt flight and y«6teitlay 
aftenuxm was one of tmth, if net^ «^ I-^— — [Here this lettei'is 
torn]. 

Asain, if yon wfts not denDngfitmi yonr heart in what tndb pM% 
and! hope it wa^ not ime, then thetid are^no eonseqnences lind no 
Sttfferixig for yon t6 endnre. Why, it has been maiy a l0il|( ftita 
tince I conld say to my^lf that t had eommitted such a fdHy. To 
find attolSier like yestei^y woiMhrii^ me hack dmost tit dtiitd- 
hood. To imagine that I shtiuld have again crossed yonr Ihret^ld, 
txkd crossed it, too, d^herstdy, knowing that the same facts etlsted 
ISiat had prea me aH my trouMe, and made me this 8orro^^why» 

I told yon that I had passed the teshn Where I had fotgiven ytm 
all the sorrow yon htfd made me^ and that I wonld not mnrmnr ; I 
would not find fault wit^ all that X siiw. I Would fain tear vour 
image from my mind, and I wilL Why, I thought all night last 
n%nt and all day to-day of yonr sa^g, ^I wonld rather be a toad/* 
fte., &c Was uiat written to applt to me ? I should say sd. Tea. 
Who knows what yon wonld not conccite? No one but yourself. 
And I mikBt weigh. y<m earefoUy, for. I hate nothing but a gt^ 
character to deu with, and I must meet things caz^efully. Tdu 
ndght snppoee you could love two, and perhaps more elements and 
WEO them hover near yon. Certainly you cad last nigfet, idi^ lor 
shame, I was one of them. But it wiU mmw eocnr again* 

For once let ns be honest. Yon went <h«t toad because it fooln 
ttieoth and pleasant, and mine looked tagged and Worn; HoW, a 
mistake cannot be f onnd out too eoon. Tinvel fdrther along, and 
doi^tty to turn sa soon. I can see you now, aa you were last night 
%heii yon ta&ed of this man (Stokes); and do ntft ^focefve yOurs^ 
^-^mt/mwAmiI. YesCetday there waa nothing' bnt the breaking U]^- of 
strong pride and the giving Way of wilHubiess. CBng to that one. 
Leave me alone, fbt in me you htttefiotfnft^ left. Wnj ask me to 
weaken yourself with him? All tfds yon innst Study ;ii^t I pledge 
yon to-night that I wSl not countenance even yont impression dn 
my mind until the door is closed behin4 him forever. For what you 
can gain from me* yon probably cannot afford to do that ; so let me 
advise you-«nourish Him and be careful. Hfoihiag is so bad for you 
aachanges. He loves you ; you lovehinL 

You have caused me all the misery yon cotdd. CHngtohim. 'Be 

e^refttl whitt yon do, lor he wiH be watchful. How treU he knows 

^^ehmed me. . HewSIl look for the same. AndnoV, as tlk^w 

jiMcIaeljr hmr ytnr stand front yonr own Bpn^ X win Inttt hnn dlflSK* 
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enilj. Aiihtmf&i jwk would net proteoi Um, I wUI. Wliile lie is 
there, and' until tiis memory is buried foi^rer, never approach me, 
lor I shall send you away unseen. Ever be careful that you do not 
liave the feeling that you can come back to me, for there is a wide 
gulf between you and me. I would not hold a false hope out to 
vou. I shall not trouble you moro in thid letter. You baro the only 
idea I can express to you. You ^low when you can see me again, if 
over. The risk for you is too great. Loving and suited as you ore, 
cling to hkn lor the present, and when you nature grows tired of 
that throw him off. And so along until it is time for you to be 
''putiA youv little bed'' forever, you must rest contented. Don't 
bejgfin plotting to-morrow. Take to-morrow for thought, and be 
govemed by inia letter, for the writer has much of your destiny in 
Eishanda. 

Despite the estrangement, Josie could not bear to let such a maa 
tlip away from her. She confimitfd to a^ fiavoni and keep hecBell 
before him by tarious means. i 

KOYEMBEIt 1, 1870. 

JftM IftmgJiHd: 1 have taken l&e aieps for the com doctreas^ re- 
moval to a southeriL clime, where her business should be better, as 
vegetables of that class thrive more rapidly there than on our bleak 
shores. I presume it will take from t#o, or say four days, b^ore I 
get the passes, when they will be sent to you. Should she call on 
you say to her to come back in four days and you will have them, 
for her. I sent you a package by Maggie for what you desired on 
Saturday evening, with a little sur|dus over lor trimmings, which I 
hope you received. I am of your opinion regarding not only Dr. 
Pape, but all of the doctors. Tou are well; let nature take its 
course. You are in too good health to tamper with a constitution 
as good 9iM yours. This is important for your considerationf 

Yours truly, JAMES. 

KoYSMi»m 10, 1870. 

Bnelosed find $800. Please use. I am- very sorry we could not 
have arrived at a more satisfactory eooclusion last night. I did all 
. I could, and the same feeling prevails o'er me now. With careful 
and watchful manner you should look at all our affairs. You should 
make no mistake. You told me I should hear from you when you 
came to a conclusion. Therefore I wait upon y6ur e^ly reply, and 
until then I must of course pursue the same oonrse I have for the 
last six weeks. I hope we shall mutually understand each otherr 
for the thing could be made, as ^ould be made, satis&ctory to you. 
I am yours, JAMES. 

Josie received $1,000 with this memorandum : 

Erie Eailway Company, Tnfmie^A Office^ Kovember 7) 1870, 
veeeiti2M[^diflk'*«f600. 

Wu.£LB. 
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. Srie Bailway Compaay, Treasorex^B Office^ KoTember 19, 1870, 
receivixiff^deak — $500. 
Wm. H. B. 
Pleaae acknowledge zeoeipt JAMES. 

NOYEBCBBB 11, 1870. 
Enclofled yon will find the order on Mibs Ghitlirie^ whicli have 
Etta or yon present and it will be all right. Mr. Comer gave them 
an order not to deliver anything only on my written order to stop 
the " opera bonffers f but present this enclosed order and it will be 
all right. Mrs. Beher was here this morning and I gave her trans« 
portation for self and Michael to Oharlestown by steamer. 

Enclosed you will find box at theatre in order to get the same, aa 
it was sold. I have oonvinoed myself that I desire yon and yours 
_to ccnne. 

Please answer the note, that I may know yon are to come. • 

Yours, truly, JAMES. 

KOVEHBBB 12, 1870. 

Enclosed find the letters I was not aware Miss Jordan was to 
oome until I saw her pass the gatekeeper ; but that is nothing as- 
tonishing, as she is one of our regular customers. Of course I did 
not send her the box, for she is not in a ^ood that I presume such 
civilities would be received from Fisk, Jr. I am glad you was 
l^eased. I would have been glad to have you seen *'Les Petit* 
Faust.'' At the ** Duchesse'' we used old doiihes and scenery, while 
in "Faust" all was new. We play "Fausif this afternoon. Shafl 
I send you a box ? And on Monday night we give the world ^* our 
diamond," ** Les Brigands," all new. 

Surely the world is madbdnery. Am I keeping up with it ? is the 
question. Yours truly, JAMES. 

KOYEMBEB 1^ 1870. 

Dear Dolly : Do you really wish to see a <' brigand" at your house 

to-night ? If so, what hour, or from what hour and haw late should 

I call P For I might be able to come at 8, or perhaps not until 10. 

Say wh9.t hour, and how late is your limit after the time you first say. 

KOVEMBEB 15, 1870. 
Enclosed find box for to-night. Should you find you cannot use 
it, send it back to me later. Bo you feel as I said you would this 
morning ? The box, of course, is for whoever you may invite. , 
Yours ever, JAMES. 

KOYEMBEB 16, 18 — . 
Dear DoRy : Don't feel that way. Go riding, and to-night, darling, 
I will take you- to rest. I-shaH go out at,h^ past 8, and yen can 
■alely look ahead, darling, for rest. It'w^' come, ai^.we shall be. 
happy.again. Yours truly, 7AMSS.' 
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THB LAST IiBTTEBS. 

Nov. 18, 187a. 

Shall go to the race to-daj, and this evening I am engaged nntil 
late, and I am a£raid yon would get tiied waiting for the rin^ of the 
bell or the riiig of uie door. So I will not aak yon to wait my. 
coming unless it be yonr wish, in which case I will come as early as 
I can. Yours, &o. 

Enclosed find the LeidimnorBalL Yonn truly, J. F., Jb. 

Monday Hobninci. 
Not time to come up, J. F., Jb» 

. Apocryphdl,-^Frwn th$ TribunSf Nov. 25. 
EBIB XIAILWAT C0MPAl!r7. 

Jat GtouLD, President. James Fisk, Jb., Treas. 

OfiBkse of the Company, New York, • 

Dtar Dotty: To-night we play '^Les Briggans.'' It is too jolly. 
When you past me at the gait last night wi&out looking at me my 
heart waspirsed. JAS. m^K, Jb. 

iO^Sa^S LAST BBOADBEDB. 

•Jcmn Fiskf Jr, — ^Sir .* You and your mini<ms of the Erie Bailway 
Company are endeayoring to circulate that I am attempting to extort 
money from you by threatened publication of your piiyate letters to 
me. You know how ^amefnlly folse this is, and yet you encourage 
and aid it. Had this been my intention, I had a whoU trunk full of 
your iateresting letters, some of whi(^ I would blush to say I had 
reoeiyed. If you were not wholly devoid of all decency and shame, 
you would do differently, knowing, as you do> that when your own 
notes to my orders are brought into the courts, your letters acknowl- 
edging your indebtedness to me, you will appear all the more 
contemptible and cowardly. You are no sooner apprised of my 
proceedings against you than I am served with an injunction order 
requiring me to surrender up all the letters you wrote me and pro- 
hibiting me from talking about them. This, indeed, looks to me 
like a **-Field" movement worthy the great and distinguished Erie 
lawyer. Do you, in your sane moments, imagine that I will quietly 
submit to the deliberate and wicked perjury in swearing to these 
injunction papers ? (and to the credit of New York, I am glad to say 
you were obliged to get them in Brooklyn). Unfortmiately for 
yourseli^ I know too well the many crimes you have perpetrated. 
W as it not only recently you ^ught over my servants, a negro boy, 
Bichard E. King, also my cook, and bribed them -to perjure them- 
selves to aid you in your villainy ? I have the sworn TOOof of what 
I tell yon, and more. You surely recollect the fated Black Friday 
— the gold brokers you gave orders to to buy gold, and then, repudi- 
ated tne same, because, as you said, they had no witnesses to your 
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tzaasaotions. There wa» ooe I zee(dl^ot in partictilar, a son of 
Abndiam, irho had the courage to swear out an attachment against 
the Grand Opera House lor what was jtiatb|r doe him, and how 70a 
and Jay Gould mined the poor victim br oreaking up his business, 
and having him arrested and imprisoned for peijiuy. ,And at the 
time jou premeditated this crime, you well knew he held your 
writtcoi order to buy gold, and you were the perjurers. You are 
aware»' in the papers you serrea on me, you swore to what was 
wicked and &lse, for it was ouIt a few days previous thereto you 
sent Mr. HttbbeM to oSex me induoements to give you an order on 
Peter B. Slretaiy for my original affidavit anid yeur lettesato mi^ 
which documents Sweeny got possession of, as they compromised 
him and other Taa&many magnates in the dlviaion of the ^rie Bail- 
way plunder. But I positively refuaed to give the required order. 
Bjiowing your doings as I do, do you wonder I object to you and 
your ndnions praeticinfi^ the same upon me ? 

It is an evenasting ^ame and daagxaoe that you should compel one 
who has grown up with you from nothing to the now great Erie 
Impressario to go to the courts for a vindication of her ri^nts, which 
you refuse to adjust for reasons yon too well know. It li^ oxdy four 
Tears ago since you revealed to me your scheme for stealing the Erie 
books ; how yon fled with them to/ersey City, and I remained there 
with you nine long weeks ; how, when you were buying the Legis- 
lature, the many anxions nig^kts I passed with you at t& telegrc^h 
wire, when you tcdd me it was eA^er a Fisk pa&oe in New Yinrk or 
a stone palace at Siog Sii^, a^ if the latter, would I take a cottage 
outside its walls, thatmy presenoe would make vonr rusty irons 
garlands ol roses, and thd very stones you would have to hammer 
and eraok appear softer under my influence. You seenred your Erie 
palace, and now* use your whole force of Erie officials to slander and 
injuxe me. It is, indeed, heroic, and worthy the hero of the vij»n« 
orable Idth of July last. 

I write you this letter to forever contradict all the malicious, 
widced abuses yon have caused to be circulated, and at the same 
time fully state that I am willing to leave all matters in dispute and 
diflbrence— and forever settle any further oontroversy — ^to our re- 
spective oounsel, Samuel G. Courtney, Luther B. Marsh, and 
Willuun A. Beach. If they caxmot agree, I am willing William M. 
Svarts shall decide between them. However, I only xnake this pro- 
posal to place myself in the proper light and roirit. 

If you feel your power with the courts still supreme, and Tam- 
many, thoufl^ shaken, still able to protect you, pursue your own in* 
ftlination. The reward will be yours. - 

I am, with "v^iat respect you are best able to judge, 

HELEN JOSEPHINB KAJ^ISFUSJUD. 
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